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*n a dingy gymnasium 
inside the Maze prison. 
Mo Mowlam, Secretary 
of State for Northern 
Ireland, outlined why 
she had met convicted 
loyalist terrorists: 
“Putting my case face- 
to-face, arguing it 
through with them, I 
thought was the best 
way of doing it so I’m 
here. No gun, no 
metaphorical gun, just a 
very constructive in- 
formed debate.” 


Within hours, her action was, 
in the eyes of most observers, 
triumphantly vindicated when 
the prisoners announced they 
had dropped their opposition 
to the talks process and were 
wining to give negotiations 
another chance. 

Her dramatic action and its 
equally dramatic result mean 
that the Stormont multi-party 
talks will resume on Monday 
with much of the tension of re- 
cent weeks drained from the 
air. 

It is now likely that all eight 
parties who left the talks before 
Christmas will be present. 

Ms Mowlam’s crucial meet- 
ing was with five members of 
the Ulster Defence Associa- 
tion, including Michael Stone, 
who is serving a battery of life 
sentences for six murders. 

She also, almost in passing, 
met representatives of the 


Maze's LRA prisoners, includ- 
ing a man serving life for the 
murder of two soldiers. 

This was clearly a ground- 
breaking initiative which was 
last night viewed as a triumph 
for Ms Mowlam s determina- 
tion to keep the process going, 
if necessary using the most un- 
conventional and audacious 
means. 

There were, however, some 
exceptions to the majority 
opinion that she had pulled off 
a spectacular political coup. 
Lord Alderdice, leader of the 
moderate Alliance Party, said: 
‘’Paramilitaries have hyped the 
whole situation up and the Sec- 


BY DAVID 
MCKITTRICK 


rerary of Slate has fallen into 
their web. Both she and they 
can claim a great victory, thor- 
oughly ensconcing them as the 
important arbiters of our fu- 
ture, not democratic politi- 
cians. It has made threats of 
violence more likely in the fu- 
ture. 14 

His concerns were echoed 
from the Conservative back- 
benches by Nicholas Wlmerton 
MP. who described the move as 
“one of the most diabolical in- 
stances of pandering to ter- 
rorism I can think of.” Most of 
the critics, however, were si- 
lenced by the fact her ap- 
proach brought such a speedy 
success. 


Ms Mowlam gave the UDA 
8 prisoners a 14-point statement 
of government policy which she 
said contained no guarantees 
5 and no concessions to them. 

1 The key section on prison 

■ issues declared: “We have a re- 

■ sponsibility to maintain com- 
munity confidence in the 
criminal justice system and in 
the political process. 

“We are prepared in the 
talks liaison sub-committee 
on confidence-building mea- 
sures to discuss parties' con- 
cerns and to work on an 
account of what would happen 
in respect of prisoner releas- 
es in Lhe context of a peaceful 
and lasting settlement being 
agreed. 

“But let me be dear there 
will be no significant changes 
to release arrangements in any 
other context or for prisoner 
associated with a paramilitary 
organisation actively engaged 
in terrorist activity." 

While this dearly contains 
no guarantees of any early re- 
lease programme, the prison- 
ers are believed to have been 
impressed both by her decision 
to speak directly to them and 
by the indication that prisons 
issues now seem assured of a 
high place on the talks agen- 
da. 

Ms Mowlam said she had 
received messages from a num- 
ber of people who had lost rel- 
atives in the troubles, adding 
that she apologised to those 
who had been offended by 
her initiative. Many others, 
she said, were supportive of the 
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TODAY'S NEWS 


Phone inquiries to cost 
40% more 

British Telecom came under fire yesterday after announc- 
ing a 40 per cent rise in the cost of calling directory in- 
quiries. At the same time, the former state-owned utility is 
considering a plan to return billions of pounds to its share- 
holders. 

From next month, the charge for finding out a tele- 
phone number will go up by lOp to 35 p. A telecom users 
group said that the increase was totally unjustified and an 
extra charge for a service which users should be getting 
for free. Page 22 


Pregnancy warning 

Women using the contraceptive method Persona, a hand- 
held device designed to monitor their fertility, are much 
more likely to become pregnant than women using the Pill. 
The Government warned yesterday that, over a year, one 
in 17 women who use the Persona system could become 
pregnant. Page 4 


Sir Michaels works included the oratorio A. Child of Our 
Time.The Vision of Si Augustine, and The Mas! of Time, and 
the operas The Midsummer Marriage and f ing Priam. 

After the death of Benjamin Britten m 1976 Sir Michael was 
generally accepted as being the country's leading composer 
- though his radicalism and pacifism helped to ensure that 
the Establishment never clasped him to its breast. 
Obituaries, Page 20 


Composer Tippet dies Mystery blob obi beach 


Sir Michael Tippett, considered by some to be one of 
Britain's greatest composers since Elgar, has died at the age 
of 93. 


A large, smelly and hairy lump of matter which has been 
washed up on a Tasmanian beach is continuing to perplex 


Some 20fc long, it weighs around four tons and seems 
to sport at least six tentacle-like legs. 

In the past, decaying objects that have fetched up on 
beaches have been identified as rotting whale blubber 
which does dehydrate to form leather fibres like chose vis- 
ible this time. However, you don’t usually get "legs" or 
tentacles" in blubber. Page IS 
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Millionairess is first 
lady of the theatre 

Janet Holmes a Court, the Australian millionairess who owns 10 London 
theatres, and suffered a period of vilification when she first came to the 
West F.nd , is now the most significant figure in British theatre. Each year 
The Stage, the weekly journal which is the bihle of British theatre, assesses 
the major players on their achievements over the past 12 months. 

Mis Holmes & Court, S3, the widow of Australian businessman Robert 
Holmes it Court, runs the Stoll Moss West End theatre empire. When she 
first took over half a dozen years ago some theatre critics wrote vituper- 
ative pieces about her saying she would make the West End too commercial 
and eschew serious theatre. Instead, alongside refurbishing and redevel- 
oping the theatres, she has staged challenging plays such as Mark Raven- 
lull's Shopping And Fucking and Ben Elton's Popcorn and supported new 
writers. “She backs new works when others shied away.” claims The Stage. 
She has risen from sixth place last year in the top 100. 

Last year’s number one, Sir Cameron Mackintosh, has dropped to 
number two. He has two shows closing, Martin Guerre and Oliver. The Stage 
rates him “as successful as ever globally”, but Mackintosh has had a qui- 
et year in the UK. 

Despite a mixed critical reception for the start of his artistic director- 
ship at the National Theatre, Trevor Nunn is at number three “more in 
expectation of future success rather than current achievements”. Far less 
vague are the reasons for the head of the West Yorkshire Playhouse Jude 
Kelly achieving the number four position. “Still the e min ent force in re- 
gional theatre-, her personal standing remains hi gh in political circles and 
is rocketing internationally.'' Ms Kelly has just directed OtheUo in Wash- 
ington DC with Patrick Stewart playing a white OtheUo. 

Another placing which owes more to 
likely future success rather than achieve- 
ments during the last 12 months is An- 
drew Lloyd Webber at number five, 
down from number three last year. He 
had two musicals By Jeeves and Sunset 
Boulevard dose last year as well as a raft 
of redundancies at his Really Useful 
Group. But success is expected with his 
new show Whistle Down The Wind. 

Among the theatre owners, directors 
and producers, the only actual perform- 
ers in the top 20 are Judi Dench at num- 
ber 12, Simon Russell Beale at number 
15 and Maggie Smith at number 20. Dame " 
Judi Dench is described as “stQl cited as 
the country's top actor by her peers on 
a regular basis”. Simon Russell Beale, cur- 
rently lago in OtheUo at the National 
Theatre, is called “the greatest classical 
stage actor of his generation, still seen to 
best advantage on the boards despite re- 
cent television success". And Dame 
Maggie Smith is amply called “a stranger 
to failure". Harold Pinter is ousted from the top 20 after a quiet 1997. 

Outside the top 100, the most significant figures are not numbered from 
21 to 100, but the dtations are notable for turning adulation with the odd 
barb. Actor-director Steven Berkoff is called "the master of his particular 
field, but will be ever harness his talents to those of his contemporaries?”. 

Of Alan Bennett, The Stage says: “Not much to speak of from Bennett • 
recently, but he remains a key part of the regions' staple diet” Alan Bates 
is characterised as “never the household superstar he so often threatened 
to become, but still one of the most respected names within the industry”.. 

Of the stranger citations, Deborah Warner wins a plaudit for being “more 
intellectual than your average director”; Tom Stoppard is lauded as “the 
intellectual powerhouse of the British theatre” which is followed try the 
caveat “if not mail tastes, as [his latest play] The Invention Of Love showed”. 

— Dowd Lister, Arts News Editor 


THE TOP TWELVE 


1. Janet Holmes & Court, theatre 
owner. 

2. Cameron Mackintosh, producer. 

3. Trevor Nunn, artistic director. 
National Theatre. 

4 . Jude Kelly, armdc director. 
West Yorkshire Playhouse. 

5. Andrew Lloyd Webber, 
composer. 

6. Thelma Hok. producer. 

7. Pad Gregg, di re ct or Apollo 
Leisure. 

6. Richard Eyre, former aiilsuc di- 
rector, National Theatre. 

9. Max Stafford-dark, (factor 
Out of Joint theatre company. 

IQ. Peter Hall, d irect or The Pteter 
Hafl Company. 

11. Alan Ayckbourn, playwright. 

12. Jud Dench, actress. 


CONTENTS 




Travel 

3 

World news 

H 

News 

4 

Science 

15 

Politics 

5 

Diplomacy 

16 

News 

6 

Leader, letters 

18 

Arts news 

7 

Comment 

19 

Advertising 

9 

Obituaries 

20 

Environment 

10 

Sport 

Time Off, 14-24 

Eurocrats 

il 

Crossword 

Time Off. 12.24 

World news 

12 

Weather 

Time Off. 2 

Devolution 

13 

TV & radio 

The Eye 


© NEWSPAPERS SUPPORT RECYCLING 

Recycled paper made up 41-4% of the raw material fix UK 
newspapers in the flret half of 1932 



Home Insurance cover is only available In England. Soodand 
and Wales and a subject to acceptance by underwriters. 



Title role: Spanish ballerina Tamara Rojo, 23, at the Albert Hall, London, yesterday in advance 
of the production in June of Romeo and Juliet by the English National Ballet Photograph; PA 


Professor rebuked for homeless jibe 


A Cambridge University professor came under fire 
yesterday after listing one of his recreations as “daily 
avoidance of assorted professional beggars, alcoholics 
and deranged individuals in the streets of Cambridge". 

Professor George Salmond's unusual pastime ap- 
peared in the 1998 edition of Who's Who alongside 
his other hobbies, which included: driving sports cars, 
good wine, malt whisky and comedy. 

The bead of a homeless charity in Cambridge said 
she was "horrified” that such a senior and [earned 
academic could make such a comment and "very sur- 
prised" Who's Who had allowed it to be published. 

Tbe professor of molecular and microbiology who 
has also worked at Strathclyde, Edinburgh, Warwick 
and Kent, was unavailable for comment. 

A spokeswoman for Who ’s Who said the entry had 
been written by Professor Salmond and editors had 
thought it suitable for publication. A spokeswoman 


for Cambridge University “could not comment". 

Ruth Wyner. director of the charily Winter 
Comfort, said the comment would do nothing to help 
tbose working to improve tbe plight of the home- 
less. "I am absolutely horrified. 1 cannot believe Who's 
Who can print things like that,” she said. “It is real- 
ly ghastly. It does not sound like the comment of an 
intelligent person." 

She added: "We get people from all sorts of back- 
grounds who find themselves on the streets, includ- 
ing students. I hope none of Professor Salmond's 
family ever find themselves on the streets. 

Police said there were problems with aggressive 
begging last year. 

Chief Superintendent Keith Hoddy, the officer 
in charge of Cambridge and its outlying areas, said: 
“There has been a problem in the past but I would 
say it is less than it has been now.” 


Raped Austrian tourist to marry police counsellor 


The Austrian tourist gang-raped 
by eight youths has fallen in love 
with the police officer who coun- 
selled her after the attack. 

Alexandra Sablatnig, 33, met 
Constable ltd Grimwood, 56, af- 
ter suffering a‘ 45-minute - rape 
and being thrown into a canal and 
left to drown by a teenage gang in 
September 1996. Their relation- 
ship began shortly after Ms Sab- 
latnig's rapists were sentenced at 
the Old Bailey in London last April 
to a total of 89 years. 

German -speaking PC Grim- 
wood, who is separated but not di- 
vorced, flew to Vienna last May 
when the couple realised that 
they missed each other’s compa- 
ny. Ms Sablatnig moved into the 


police officer's home in Perivale, 
West London, in September with 
her two children and yesterday 
announced their plans to marry. 

Ms Sablatnig, who waived her 
legal right to anonymity, said; “I 
known some people will think; 
what has happened between Ted 
and me is unusual and others 
might think I am using him as some 
sort of support system. I am noL 
I love him for him, and believe we 
would have Men in love had I been 
a shop worker and he a taxi driver. 
Ted ifoes not remind me of the rape 
at all, neither does England." 

PC Grimwood still works as a 
rape counselling specialist at Is- 
lington police station, near the 
canal in King's Cross, north Lon- 


don, where the attack took place, 
but is said to be considering re- 
signing from the force. 

A spokeswoman for Scotland 
Yard said yesterday: “It is a per- 
sonal matter for the officer con- 
'cerned If iris found he taa&rt tlbhe; ? 
anything during the investigation' 
which warrants disciplinary action 
then we won’t get involved." 

Ms Sablatnig's marriage to 
Mario, 34, a train'driver, broke up 
when he blamed her for the attack, 
asking why she did not return to 
London so she could be raped 
again. He said: “Now she is in a 
stable relationship it has helped us 
to become better friends ... The 
attack tore us apart.” 

— Rosa Prince 


Branson’s Lottery libel case 


takes off 

Instead of preparing for his latest 
attempt to fly around the world in 
a balloon, Richard Branson will be 
spending part of next week in a wit- 
ness box at Court 13 in the High 
Court, in his long-awaited libel case 
against Lotte ly boss Guy Snowden. 

The courtroom clash, which 
opens on Monday, is the culmi- 
nation of the Virgin boss’s unsuc- 
cessful attempt to win the franchise 
for the British lottery. Mr Branson 
later publidy accused Mr Snowden, 
head of the US firm Glech which 
has a stake in successful bidders 
Camelot, of offering to bribe him 
to pull out of the race. 

Glech and Mr Snowden denied 
the claim, made on television, 
and Mr Branson then sued for li- 
bel claiming be was accused of be- 
ing a liar. Mr Snowden in turn has 
sued over the bribery claim. For 
some observers, the fact that Mr 
Snowden has not sued the televi- 
sion programme where the bribery 
allegations were made - Panora- 
ma -suggests that the affair is per- 
sonal; it seems certain that neither 
man will be spared personal attacks 


during the bitterly-contested action 
before Mr Justice Morland. 

Much of the case will centre on 
the exact interpretation of words 
Mr Branson claims his lottery ri- 
val Mr Snowden used over lunch 
at the former's home in Holland 
Park. London, in September 1993. 
Mr Branson alleges that Mr Snow- 
den, an anglnphile American, said 
to him: “In what way can 1 help 
you. Richard? I'm sure everybody 
needs something," which he says 
was the offer of a backhander. 

The two contrary libel suits are 
being "consolidated” into one ac- 
tion. with Mr Branson the plain- 
tiff, and Mr Snowden the 
defendanL Both have big-hitting 
barristers, George Carman QC for 
Mr Branson and Richard Fergu- 
son QC for his opponent. 

After giving evidence next week, 
Mr Branson will concentrate on his 
next balloon voyage. If the winds are 
right there is the intriguing prospect 
of the case ending with Mr Branson 
giving his reaction from 30,000 feet. 

— Michael Streeter, 
Legal Affairs Correspondent 


Getty lawyer 
to head C4 

The lawyer of the arts benefactor 
and millionaire John ftiul Getty n 
has been appointed chairman of 
Channel 4. Vanni Treves, a part- 
ner in the City firm Macfarlanes, 
is also the lawyer for Richard 
Branson's family trusts. 

Mr Treves succeeds Sir Michael 
Bishop, chairman of British Mid- 
land airlines and Friend of John 
Major. His Tory connections 
helped fight off the threat of pri- 
vatisation of the channel. 

Mr Treves beat off competition 
for the job from Sir Colin South- 
gate, chairman of EMI, and 
Howard Dyer, non-executive 
chairman of Ham leys. 

Mr Treves has the combination 
of business experience and arts 
background that the channel 
needs. He is on Lhe council of the 
National Arts Collections Fund 
and is chairman of the develop- 
ment board of the National 
Gallery. The main business chal- 
lenge of the year at Channel 4 will 
be its launch of a digital film 
channel dedicated to arthouse 
films. — Paul McCann 


HEALTH 

Gums link to heart disease 


People with diseased gums may be more prone to heart disease - 3 ^dnot 
just because poor gums indicate zLpoor diet A study published in the British 
Denial Journal suggests thai there may be a direct causal link between gum 
disease and heart disease. , 

Evidence of the link appears to be strongest in men aged 40 
could put poor oral health as a significant risk factor alongside smoking 
and a fatty diet. , 

The most likely explanation for die link is that bacteria produced as 
result of gum disease have an effect on dotting mec h ani s ms in thebltxw 
which increase the risk of heart disease. However, 95 per cent of adults in 
the UK have some form of gum disease. The authors suggest that som 
people have an over-reactive natural body defence system which makes man 
more sensitive to the effects of the bacteria. However, they stress tn 
jury is still out although “the pile of drcuinstantiai evidence is mominr«> 

—Jeremy Laurance, Health Editor 



Licence-evaders 9 festive excuses 

More than 10,000 television licence-evaders were ca ught in a two-week Christ- 
mas blitz, TV Licensing said yesterday. 

Inquiry officers who worked over die festive period were kept amused 
by some of the excuses given by people caught without licences. One li- 
cence-dodger claimed she had asked Father Christmas for a television li- 
cence, but he hadn’t delivered. Another officer visited a house one evening 
when the curtains were opien and a television set was clearly visible. The 
occupier strongly denied owning a set, saying the officer has m ista k en his 
Christmas tree lights for a television. 

Another householder claimed his set was not in use but the enquiry of- 
ficer noticed it was still warm. He explained his wife had set the turkey there 
to “rest” before serving. 

In all, 10,021 licence evaders were caught in the fortnight’s crackdown. 

TV Licensing warned there would be further New Year blitzes across 
tbe country. Anyone caught without a licence risks a fine of up to £1,000. 

Mick H3U, director of TV licensing, said: “We are delighted with the suc- 
cess of our Christmas cam paign. However, we would prefer not to have to 
fiaferafrjfoue to court, and with so many easy ways to pay for a TV licence, 
such as monthly payments by direct debit, there should really be no need.” 


motoring; 


Alarm over elderly drivers 

A leading safety group yesterday called for a review of the driver licensing 
system after recent alarming cases of elderly motorists travelling in the wrong 
direction on motorways. 

Doctors should check older drivers more carefully before signing them 
as fit to cany on motoring after the age of 70, said the Royal Society for 
the Prevention of Accidents. 

A pensioner died in a crash after driving the wrong way on the Mil in 
Essex on Thursday while an 87-year-old man survived after going 10 miles 
in the wrong direction on the M25 last week. 

“The whole question of driver licensing needs to be addressed,” RoSEAs 
road safety adviser Dave Rogers said. 

He said; “Doctors asked to provide medical evidence of a driver's ability 
to continue on the road wfaeu they reach 70 should be aware of the moral 
responsibility they have. 

“They must ensure that road safety considerations take preference to 
the doctor- patient relationship.” 

Mr Rogers said RoSPA advocated that regular health checks should be. 
made on licence-holders which would ensure that those of advanced years 
were monitored more closely. 

RoSPA is to debate the matter of licensing at a conference in Black- 
pool in March which is due to be opened by Roads Minister Baroness Hay- 
man. 


TOURIST RATES 


Australia (dollars) 

2.41 

Austria (schillings) 

19.96 

Belgium (francs) 

58.69 

Canada ($) 

Z22 

Cyprus (pounds) 

0.83 

Denmark (kroner) 

10.89 

France (francs) 

9.51 

Germany (marks) 

2.84 

Greece (dradimei) 

452.74 

Hong Kong ($) 

12.07 

Ireland (punts) 

1.13 


Italy (lira) 

2.806 

Japan (yen) 

208.44 

Malta (lira) 

0.61 

Netherlands (guilders) 

3.19 

Norway (kroner) 

11.74 

Portugal (escudos) 

289.09 

Spain (pesetas) 

240 J9 

Sweden (kroner) 

. 057 

Switzerland (francs) 

2.31 

Turkey (lira) 

329,622 

USA ($) 

156 


Source Thomas Cook 
Ram tbrinSa&an purposm anfy 


Nikki Sand in 
love split 

Nikki Sand, the television weath- 
er girl whose first song “Good Girl 
Going” was released this month, 
is to break up with her long-time 
partner, Noel Hutton, she an- 
nounced last night 

The on-off relationship with the 
footballer had been “something 1 
have outgrown as a person”, Ms 
Sand said in a statement issued by 
her solicitors. “Despite our past dif- 
ficulties and Noel's lifestyle, he re- 
mains a firm friend and a sweet 
person." She had no other rela- 
tionship and intended to devote 
herself to her new career. Hutton 
was reported to have punched a re- 
porter who approached hint about 
the split 


ZITS 


by jerry Scott & Jim Borgman 
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Meltdown 
makes Asia a 
paradise 
for tourists 


The Asian economic 
crisis has sent prices 
plunging throughout the 
region. Beers can be had 
for as little as 20p, a Big 
Mac and fries, for 35 p, 
and a villa for £60 a 
night. Steven Vines samples 
the goods on offer. 


The idea of a summer holiday 
in Bali must have seemed far 
too expensive for the average 
British tourist. No longer. The 
Indonesian currency has lost 
more than half its value against 
the pound in the past year, mak- 
ing Indonesia one of the 
bargain-basement destinations 
* of the decade. 

A villa with private swim- 
ming pool, big enough to ac- 
commodate a family, can be had 
for little more than £60 per 
night. While lounging by the 
poo! you could be sipping an ac- 
ceptable locally brewed beer for 
just 20p per bottle. In a bar the 
price rises to about 50p. 

A reasonable European 
meal can be had in restaurants 
for around £4 a head, while an 
Indonesian meal with piles of 
satay, curries and vegetables 
would be about £2. If the chil- 
dren have a craving for a Big 
Mac and fries, a 35p price-tag 
will hardly prove an obstacle. 

Then there is what to take 
home as gifts or trophies from 
. the visit. For around £6.50 you 
can purchase a distinctively 
Indonesian ikat rug. 

Most Indonesian hotels fix 
their prices in US dollars and 
so. in general, accommodation 
is not so much of a bargain as 
everything else. However, 
prices are hardly demanding. A 
new five-star hotel has just 
opened in the capital, Jakarta, 
and is offering rooms at just be- 
low £6b per night. Room rates 
at decent, but less luxurious 
three-star hotels can be had for 
as Utile as £30. 

Indonesia is not alone in of- 
fering outstanding bargains. 
The meltdown across the region 
has left few countries un- 
touched. The most popular 
•.-.Asian tourist destination is 
J Thailand, where the currency 
has halved in value over the past 


year. Not only has it gone down 
but the whole countiy seems to 
be on sale. "The big shopping 
centres need the cash flow,” says 
Wiwatchai Boonyapak, of the 
Tourism Authority of Thailand 
(TAT) in Bangkok. Just before 
the new’ year TAT organised a 
"Thailand Grand Sale”, which 
brought prices to new lows. 

In Thai markets, shirts are- 
going at £1.50 and sDk blouses 
can be had for Utile more than 
£2. Even the best Thai clothing 
is half-price. Jim Thompson ties 
start at just over £6 and ex- 
quisite silk blouses from the 
same source cost just over £30, 

Eating out in Thailand has 
never been expensive - but 
now it is ludicrously cheap. A 
meal in a first-class restaurant 
will only cost about £9 per 
head. At less fancy places where 
the food is still good, expect to 
pay around £4. 

The real bargains are in 
hotel-room prices. It is now high 
season on the island of Phuket 
but rooms in four-star hotels 
cost no more than £25 a night. 
When the high season ends next 
month, rooms will be on offer 
for about half this amount 
One of Thailand's biggest ho- 
tel chains, the Amari group, is 
offering rooms for the first 
night at around £25. The sec- 
ond night is free. 

In Malaysia, where the cur- 
rency has fallen in value by over 
40 per cent, the bargain base- 
ment is not quite as fall as else- 
where but there is plenty of 
good value. Most hotels are of- 
fering special ra'es at the mo- 
ment, says Adlina Borhan, the 
spokeswoman for the Hilton 
Hole 1 group in Malaysia. She 
gives th : example of the Hilton 
Hotel in Sarawak, where room 
rates have gone down to about 
£30. ‘‘Hotels are trying to push 
companies to have meetings in 
Malaysia”, she says, "it's defi- 
nitely cheaper here”. 

A meal at one of Malaysia's 
eat-tfll-you-drop buffets cost 
no more than £4 per head in a 
restaurant. Washing down the 
buffet with a beer would set you 
back no more than 90p. 
Malaysia just beats Thailand in 
the Big Mac price stakes, of- 
fering its version at under 50p. 

It all makes Benidorm look 
a tad pricey. 



Lowest fares ever 
tempt travellers 
to the Far East 


A country on sale: Tourists have cashed in as Thailand’s currency has halved In value In the past year Photograph: RHPL 

But political unrest could pose trouble 


The Aslan financial turmoil is 
great for holders of foreign 
currency but something more like 
a nightmare for most citizens of 
the countries whose currencies 
have been decimated. The 
downside for travellers could be 
political unrest. Steven Vines reports. 


The longer-term impact of the Asian eco- 
nomic crisis may be to bring simmering po- 
litical tensions in the region to the boil. “It's 
a great time to come here unless you have 
a concern about unrest”, says Diana Mox- 
on, a travel consultant based in Jakarta. 

In Indonesia, where Lhe financial crisis 
has hit hardest, the army has been put on 
a stage-3 alert. This means it is on alert for 
trouble even though it has yet to break out. 

However, tension is very close to the sur- 
face. It was seen in food shops this week 
which were swamped by anxious shoppers 


worried that fund might disappear and that 
their money wi.iuld become worthless. 

If the International Monetary Fund 
t IMFj has its way. the government will be 
forced to cut the subsidies, primarily the 
fuel subsidy, which make the difference be- 
tween millions ««f people living above or 
below- the poverty line. 

A stockbrokers' report issued in the cap- 
ital Jakarta yesterday stated that Hi I per cent 
of public companies would be bankrupt if 
foreign banks refuse to roll over loans due 
for repayment in the near future. 

“There are no riots on the streets, hut 
you cun feel an atni* *spherc ,.>r tensii m.“ said 
a Jakarta resident. The tension ha> already 
boiled over in Bandung, a city u ith a large 
student population, where minor rioting 
was reported earlier in the week. 

The usually meek local media has start- 
ed openly to criticise President Suharto, 
whose authoritarian government has no 
ready-made means of transition to anoth- 
er form of rule. The President mid his en- 
tourage, who are widely perceived as having 


made fortunes during his period of office, 
will not disappear quietly into the night. 

Meanwhile, in Thailand, the financial cri- 
sis has already brought down one govern- 
ment and brought in another headed by the 
generally well-regarded Chuan Lcekpai. Be- 
cause Mr Chuan has a reputation for hon- 
esty, expectations of his ability to put things 
right are high. Yet the local currency and 
stock market are caught in a relentlessly de- 
clining spiral, and companies are closing. 

The new government has a lot of ene- 
mies. some of whom arc in the military and 
have the ability to cause considerable dis- 
ruption. In Malaysia, the Prime Minister, 
Mahathir Mohamad, still has a firm grip 
on government despite tensions within the 
ruling party and an undercurrent of criti- 
cism over his outspoken attacks on foreign 
investors which have fuelled the massive 
slump in Malaysian financial markets. 

Holidaymakers in South-east .Asia need 
have no immediate concerns about running 
inti i civil unrest, but they should be aware 
nf the tension beneath the surface. 


The collapse of the Asian 
currencies has had some 
positive aspects 
- yesterday British 
Airways tried to boost 
business to China with 
its lowest fare yet. And 
Simon Colder, Travel Editor, 
reveals that British 
business travellers are 
squandering a fortune by 
buying tickets here 
rather than abroad. 

January to March is tradition- 
ally a buyer's market for econ- 
omy fares, but this winter the 
discount-flights business is of- 
fering even lower prices. Many 
of the bargains are to Asia, 
where airlines have experienced 
falling inbound traffic as a re- 
sult of economic chaos. To fill 
the planes, they are forced to of- 
fer fares as low as £299 to Chi- 
na's capital and back. 

Some passengers could he 
business travellers aiming to 
cash in on distortions in in- 
ternational fare structures, am- 
plified by the weakness of Asian 
currencies. Air travellers who fly 
to Asia now could buy up their 
ticket requirements for the 
whole year ahead - and save 
thousands of pounds. 

For many journeys. Inde- 
pendent research shows, 
Bangkok and Seoul are the 
ideal places to buy tickets, wher- 
ever your final destination might 
be. To reach Santiago' in com- 
fort, the obvious .choice is 
British Airways’ Club World. It 
a monopoly on the route to the 
Chilean capital from London, 
and charges £5,U23 return. 

Yet if you buy a BA Gub 
World ticket from Bangkok to 
Santiago, flying via London, 
the fare falls by two-thirds to 
£1,714 - even though you are 
travelling almost twice as far. 

Air fares are one of the few 
surviving global commercial 
stitch-ups. Airlines belonging to 
the International Air Trans- 
port Association fix fares be- 
tween themselves, resulting in 
high prices for travellers who 
Deed flexibility - mainly people 
flying on business. But these 
fares are not immediately ad- 
justed after wide currency 
swings. 

Anyone aiming for Lagos in 
luxury should buy a ticket in 
South Korea; the weakness of 
the won means the Seoul- 
London-Lagos return first -class 
fare has shrunk below £2,51)0, 


saving more than a thin! on the 
London- Lagos ticket alone. 

Complex regulations can en- 
tangle the unwary traveller. If. 
for example, you wish to break 
your Bangkok-Santiago journey 
in London, the fare doubles to 
£3.5H3 - but this still saves 
nearly £1.5110 on the normal 
London-Santiago fare. 

The fluctuations cun also 
mean some flights become vir- 
tually free. A one-way London- 
New York Concorde fare costs 
£3,590; travelling from Jakarta 
to London in first adds only 
£350 to the price. Of course.you 
need to get to the Far East in 
the first place. Discount agents 
were yesterday quoting one-way 
fares to Bangkok as low as 
£240 on Aeroflot via Moscow, 
or on L'zbekistan Airways via 
Tashkent. 

A fares war has also broken 
out across the Atlantic, feres an- 
nounced yesterday have re- 
turned to levels last known 20 


It pays to fly from Asia 

fares quoted yesterday by 
British Airways fortuity-flexible tlck&s 
travelling via London, inclusive of 
pre-payabie taxes. 

Chib World to South America 
London- Santiago £5,023 
Bangkok- Santiago £1,714 
(£3,583 with stop in London) 

Hist Class to West Africa 
London- Lagos £3,760 
Seoul- Lagos £2,480 
Concorde to New York 
London- New York £3,500 
Jakarta- New York E3.850 
(subsonic HrslConcortiB to London) 

years ago. when Lakers Skytrain 
was in operation. 

British Airways yesterday 
matched Vugm Atlantic’s cuts, 
reducing return economy fares 
to Boston and New York to 
£189. One reason why fares have 
fallen so sharply since the start 
of the year is a new Advertising 
Standards Authority rule re- 
quiring advertised fares to in- 
clude pre-payable taxes. BA is 
advertising Amsterdam for £79. 
saving £20 on its lowest fare be- 
fore the rule came into effect. 

As usual, travel agents are 
undercutting the official fares 
still more. The London dis- 
count specialist Flightbookers 
was yesterday offering flights 
from Gaiwick to Boston or 
New York on a Continental Air- 
Unes/Virgin Atlantic codeshare 
flight for £170 return, for trav- 
el until the end of March. When 
the tax element is stripped out, 
the base fare collected by the air- 
line is as low as £120 for 7,000 
miles of air travel. 
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LIGHTWEIGHT PRICES, 
HEAVYWEIGHT PERFORMANCE 


While stocks last! 
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Myrica NA2 - 166MHz Intel Pentium 
processor with MMX™ technology - 
(Black desktop) 

> 32 MB RAM 
» 3D/2MB Graphics Card 

> 2GB Hard Disk Drive 

• 20x Speed CD ROM 

• 12 Watt Stereo Speakers 

• 33.6k Fax Modem 




• Myrica NA4 233MHz Intel Pentium* 
processor with MMX“ technology 

• 32 MB RAM 

> 3D/2MB Graphics Card 
- 2.5GB Hard Disk Drive 

• 20x Speed CD ROM 

> 12 Watt Stereo Speakers 
1 33.6k Fax Modem 


pentium* 




£695 


inc. VAT 


■ Myrica NA3 166MHz Intel Pentium'’ proces- 
sor with MMX 1 * technology 

• 32 MB RAM 

• 3D/2MB Graphics Card 

• 2GB Hard Disk Drive 

■ 20x Speed CD ROM „ 

• 12 Watt Stereo Speakers j 

• 33.6k Fax Modem 


£945 





B . r .. B^heworid's second laigest tr company, with o tumowr in excess of J36bn. and operating on a 

: 0otal oasis The company has been operating for oner 60 years, during which time it has become a mar- 
tlet leader htdwWop arid mobile computing as well as In the areas of computer memwy. display 
and soft*®. This enviable position has resulted from its cootinued investment a. “ 
m at l»bf twenties) which has ensured the consistent production of reliable, leading eag- pratture 

designed V meet the needs of the end user. 


All products come with one year on-site warranty and 
ttee telephone hotline support 

The Intel inside-' logo and Pentium ure 

trademarks and MMX™ ■£ a irad-ma* of 

Corporation 


£745 


inc, VAT 



iiM« (flajw wed 1 , unh. 
Fiiuncc Terms itaifaDie. 5ufijeci id «sus. 
VVirRihi rJlWlelMSns W1 revest. 

• I'AT 


pur .• i -.• | 4|„r, A.ii'i.T.> ■:oP>- 

Call this number to order your multimedia PC 

0181 286 2222 

TechDirect . unrt 20 Hm inn Euwiwis Pa* 3=4 Lion Road. Surbiton. Surrey KT6 <QD 


All the above come with: 

MS Windows 0 95, 

MS Works V4.0, 

MS Encarta 97, 

MS Oceans and MS Money 
FmFln 
BT UneOne 

+ Selection of 4 CD leisure titles 
Choose your own mentor from 

£115 inc. VAT 
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Muslim schools win historic 


fight for state funding 


The first two Muslim 
schools to receive state 
funding were announced 
by the Government 
yesterday. Judith Judd t 
Education Editor, 
explains how an ll-year 
fight came to an end. 


Giant puddle: Children out walking risk wet feet inside their weIGngtons yesterday as water levels around York 
rose after heavy rainfall overnight Photograph: Owen Humphreys/AP 


For years Muslims have com- 
plained that white middle-class 
parents could send their chil- 
dren to religious schools free 
while Muslim, often working- 
class. parents had to pay. 

Previous governments twice 
turned down applications but 
now David Blunkett. Secretary 
of State for Education, has 
agreed Muslims should be al- 
lowed state-funded schools in 
the same way as Anglicans and 
Roman Catholics. The two 


schools are the Islamia prima- 
ry School in Brent, London, 
founded by Yusuf Islam, for- 
merly the singer Cat Stevens, 
and the AJ Furqan primary 
school in Sparkhfll, Bir ming - 
ham . At present, parents at 
both pay fees. Itoo Jewish 
schools will also get public 
funding - the Mathilda Marks 
Kennedy primary School in 
Barnet, London and a new 
Jewish primary school in 
Hertsmere, Hertfordshire. 

Last month the Islamia 
school threatened to sue the 
Government because it had re- 
ceived no decision on an ap- 
plication for state-funding 
submitted a year earlier. 

The three existing schools 
have been given grant-main-, 
tained status but will be ex- 
pected to become voluntary- 
aided, (ike other church schools, 
when a Bill which abolishes 
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BUY NOW PAY UP TO 1999" 

ON A WIDE RANGE OF TVs, VIDEOS & CAMCORDERS 
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YOU CANT BUY BETTER 


If you’re looking for the lowest sale prices, check out the Comet Price 
Index. It features the best selling top brand products - available at the 
lowest sale prices guaranteed, You’ll find it in the national newspapers 
every Saturday and on Teletext Channel 4 p425 every day. 
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grant-maintained status be- 
comes law later this year. 

Mr Blunkett is also expect- 
ed to approve a new Jewish Or- 
thodox primary school in 
Hertfordshire. 

Officials made it clear dial 
the Government had consis- 
tently said that applications for 
state funding would be decid- 
ed on their merits. 

Previous applications have 
been turned down because 
buildings or the curriculum 
were unsuitable or because 
there were already too many 
school places in the area. 

Mr Blunkett yesterday re- 
assured critics of state-funded 
Muslim schools that boys and 
girls would be treated equally 
and the national curriculum, 
which has brought complaints 
from some Muslim parents, 
would be taught. “I am pleased 
to be able to approve sound pro- 


posals which demonstrate that 
these new schools will comply 
with the statutory provisions 
governing all maintained 
schools, such as delivering the 
national curriculum and offer- 
ing equal access to the curricu- 
lum for boys and gjris.’' 

Schools have to meet crite- 
ria which include a good stan- 
dard of education, the national 
curriculum, suitably qualified 
sniff, equal opportunities foe 
boys and girls, suitable buildings 
and financial competence. 

Zafar Ashraf, a spokesman 
at the over-subscribed Islamia 
school, said the school, which 
charges £ 23 ° a.year, faced a 
shortfall of £250,000 this year. 
“For many years Muslim. par- 
ents have, through their taxes, 
been funding schools for other 
denominations. This has caused - 
great anger and resentment." 

Trevor PhOlips, page 19 
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Women warned 
over contraceptive 


One in seventeen 
women using the 
contraceptive Persona 
for a year could get ; 
pregnant, the 
Government warned 
yesterday. Qenda Cooper , 
Social Affairs 
Correspondent, says a 
warning fetter has gone 
to all GPs and family 
planning clinics following 
an investigation 


The chance of an unplanned 
pregnancy while using Persona, 
a small hand-held monitor 
which tells a woman when she 
is fertile, is five times higher 
than the Pill, the Government 
said yesterday. 

Put another way, one in sev- 
enteen women each year who 
use Persona could become 
pregnant. This compares to 
one in 100 on the Pill and one 
in 50 couples who use condoms. 

The deputy medical officer. 
Dr Jeremy Metters. advised 
women who were concerned to 
consult their GP or family plan- 
ning clinic but stressed that 
the Government was not saying 
tbe device was not safe or 
should not be used by those for 
whom it is suitable. 

“Family planning is all about 
choice, the woman’s choice, 
the couple's choice," he said. 
“They must use the method 


which best suits their needs. But 
for women who must do every- 
thing to avoid getting pregnant 
this year, for these couples Per- 
sona is clearly not the method 
of choice." 

Persona, hailed as the 
biggest family planning break- 
through since die 1960s, works 
by measuring a woman's hor- 
mone levels from urine tests and 
tells her when she can have sex- 
ual intercourse yet not conceive 
by “traffic light" signals. 

Launched in October 1996 
the product, backed by the \fei- 
ican, ran into controversy when 
it was reported that by April 
1997 more than 400 women said 
they had become pregnant 
while using it. Marie Stopes In- 
ternational estimates that every 
month 60 Persona users seek 
abortions, and the British Preg- 
nancy Advisory Service said it 
‘ bad seen almost 200 women 
over a 13-week period seeking 
advice after using the device. 

The letter sent yesterday to 
GFs and family planning clin- 
ics says that because of Per- 
sona's technological .. basis 
“expectations ... may be high- 
er than for other forms of con- 
traception" but that, it is 
“basically a test-based form of 
the rhythm method”. 

Persona manufacturer Uni- 
path said it welcomed tbe in- 
vestigation which it claimed 
added further support for the 
device by its condusion that it 
was a useful addition to the con- 
traceptives already available. 
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Court challenge for toll road 


The decision to build the nation’s first privately financed toll 
road is to be cballeoged in the High Court by an alliance of 
local residents and environmentalists. 

Ministers gave the go-ahead last July to the £370m Birm- 
ingham Northern Relief Road (BNRR), which runs through 
two sites of sperial scientific interest and 27 miles of Green 
Belt Campaigners suspect that John Prescott, the Deputy 
Prime Minister in charge of transport, approved the con- 
troversial road partly because of a penally clause, said to top 
£30m and payable to the private consortium building the dual 
three-lane motorway, if it was cancelled. 

The Department of Environment, Transport and the Re- 
gions, however, has refused to release the concession 
agreement with the road’s builders - saying that it is “com- 
mercially confidential”. The Alliance Against the BNRR, 
an umbrella group representing the resident associations along 
the route, have launched a High Court action to get the com- 
mercial agreement released. 

Randeep Ramesh, Transport Correspondent 


Diggle to face tribunal 


Angus Diggle. the solicitor jailed for attempted rape after 
a Highland ball, is due to appear before the Solicitors' Dis- 
ciplinary Tribunal next Thursday, it was learned yesterday. 

He hit the headlines at his Old Bailey trial in August 1993 
when he was said to have pounced on his victim, a 25-year- 
old Edinburgh solicitor, wearing only the frilly cuffe from his 
traditional Scottish outfit, his glasses and a green condom. 

He had escorted the woman to a St Andrew's Day Ball 
at the Grosvenor House Hotel in Park Lane. He was said 
to have later told police: “I have spent £200 on her. Why 
can’t I do what I did to her?” He was jailed for three years, 
reduced to two on appeal, and released after one year in 
LeyhiU Open Prison. 


Karpov remains champion 


Anatoly Karpov is still the Fide (International Chess Fed- 
eration) world chess champion. After a dramatic quick-play 
play-off match against his challenger. Viswanathan Anand, 
Karpov, 46, yesterday won the £850,000 prize and retained 
the title that he first won in 1975. The six-game match was 
foe first championship played under a knock-out format in 
which Karpov, as defending champion, went directly into tbe 
final. Anand, 28, had to work his way through seven stren- 
uous rounds to challenge him. 
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Labour denies 
plan to end 
pageantry 


A report that the 
Government is planning 
to jettison the age-old 
pageantry of the State 
Opening of Parliament 
was yesterday 
repudiated by the 
Leader of the Lords. 
Anthony Bevins, Political 
Editor, looks at the 
limits to New Labour 
modernisation. 

The need for the Lord Chan- 
cellor to walk backwards from 
the Monarch, trickily negotiat- 
ing the steps leading from the 
throne in the Lords, was ques- 
tioned tty Lord Richard, Leader 
of the Lords, yesterday. 

But he denied any suggestion 
that ministers were discussing 
an end to ail the sumptuous 
pageantry associated with the 
Queen's Speech opening of 
Parliament, generally staged 
each autumn. 

In a newspaper interview 
yesterday, Ann Taylor. Leader 
of the Commons, was quoted as 
saying that there were bits of the 
state opening that seemed "pe- 
culiar" and were being reviewed 
by Lord Richard and Lord 
Carter, the Government Chief 
Whip in the Lords. 

Lord Richard told BBC Ra- 
dio 4's Today programme that 
there was no question of the en- 
tire ceremonial being changed. 

"As far as the state opening 
of Parliament is concerned, “ be 
said, "this is essentially a mat- 
ter for the Duke of Norfolk, the 
[Queen's] Earl Marshall. 

"It’s not a House of Lords 
ceremony; it's one which is un- 
der his control and if indeed any 
discussions are going to take 
place, they’ll have to take place 
with him." 

He then added the strong 
warning: "We’d have to go 
through a pretty hefty proce- 
dure in order to get it changed." 


Lord Richard said the limits 
of his ambition for change were 
currently confined to the in- 
troductory ceremony for new 
piers and the Lord Chancellor's 
backward walk. 

“Another one which I am 
casting ray eyes at is the proro- 
gation ceremony, where I sit 
down and do nothing except 
take ray bat off seven times, 
which doesn't seem to me to be 
the most profitable use of any- 
body’s time.” 

As for a suggestion that the 
frequency of state openings 
might be reduced - from one a 
year - Lord Richard was equal- 
ly dismissi ve. 

"There's talk in the same way 
as there's always talk about 
this sort of thing," he said, "but 
there’s no specific proposal." 

However, he added that he, 
personally, was not in favour of 
any curtailment “If you have a 
Queen's Speech," he said, “it 
sets out a legislative programme 
and on the whole it produces a 
certain amount of discipline 
for the legislative powers that 
be to stick by. 

The Commons committee 
on the modernisation of Par- 
liament is examining other, 
more substantial, changes to 
long-standing procedures, in- 
cluding the use of smart cards 
for MPs voting in the House. 

That could mean that they 
would not be required to return 
to the voting lobbies for every 
vote, but could use special 
swipe cards in other parts of the 
parliamentary estate. 

At one stage ministers had 
argued that there was a value in 
MPs being forced back to the 
Chamber, where they could 
meet and discuss issues of con- 
cern with ministers - even the 
Prime Minister - on an informal 
basis. That argument has to 
some extent fallen away because 
of the infrequency with which 
Tony Blair and some other se- 
nior ministers return to the 
House to vote. 



Peace fighter: Mo Mowlam, the Secretary of State for Northern Ireland, at the Maze yesterday with (left) the governor of the prison. 

Ms Mowlam's meeting with loyalist prisoners about the talks process lasted several hours Photograph: Brian Harris 


These modem nuptials are so New Labour 



Labour pairing: Ed 
Balls, special adviser 
to the Chancellor, and 
Yvette Cooper, MP for 
Pontefract and 
Castleford, who are to 
be married this 
afternoon 



Tony Blair would have been 
there, but he is in japan. 
Gordon Brown will be among 
the guests. Andrew Buncombe 
previews a wedding which is 
likely to be one of the high 
points of New Labour's year. 

Id keeping with the best traditions, de- 
tails of the dress are a closely guard- 
ed secret. Likewise the honeymoon 
destination. The guests will drink 
champagne - but then again, wedding 
guests often do. 

At that point much of the tradition 
ends. Guests have been invited to bring 
even their youngest children: a baby- 
sitting service and special entertain- 
ment will be available. The couple are 
marrying this afternoon in the hotel 
where the reception is taking place, and 
tomorrow morning all 300 guests are 
invited to brunch. If it all sounds a lit- 


tle, er. trendy, bear in mind this wed- 
ding is New Labour. About as New 
Labour as you could conceivably get. 

The wedding couple is Ed Balls, the 
affable special adviser to the Chan- 
cellor of the Exchequer, and Yvette 
Cooper, 2S, formerly a leader writer 
on The Independent , but now firmly en- 
sconced as Labour MP for Pontefract 
and Castleford. 

The civil ceremony is to be held at 
the Cavendish Hotel at Eastbourne at 


3pm this afternoon. At 4pm guests are 
invited to high lea before cockiaOs and 
then dinner and dancing later this 
evening. The Cooper-Balls, known 
for throwing good parties at their home 
in Islington, are unlikely to disappoint 
on this occasion. 

Ms Cooper, an Oxford graduate 
with a first in PPE. was yesterday keep- 
ing silent about her special day, de- 
clining even to say whether she’d had 
a hen night- Her assistant at West- 


minster was equally unfortbeoming, 
saying only: “Of course she is excited 
about it. It's her wedding day." 

Mr Balls - something of a television 
star, following this year’s documentaiy 
series tracking the Chancellor’s spin 
doctors - did have a stag night, or- 
ganised by his best man, Tom Linden. 
It was, by all accounts, a fun-packed, 
fashionable and varied occasion. 

It kicked off with an afternoon 
watching Arsenal play Port Yhle before 
cocktails at Quaglino's and then din- 
ner at Pont de la Tour, the upmarket 
restaurant near Tower Bridge 
renowned for its modem French cui- 
sine and for being the place where Tony 
and Cherie dined with Bill and Hillary. 

“It was a very respectable event, as 
you would expect from a group of re- 
spectable gentleman.” said one of the 
eight revellers. It is not known whether 
Gordon Brown, who will be accom- 
panied today by his girlfriend Sarah 
Macaulay, was one of the eight. 


Brown’s 

leadership 

bitterness 


Gordon Brown’s Labour critics were 
yesterday rejoicing that the Chancel- 
lor's friends had again indicated his bit- 
terness over Tony Blair’s decision to 
snatch the party leadership from his 
grasp in 1904. 

It has long been known that Mr 
Blair had previously agreed that be 
would not stand against Mr Brown, and 
that Mx Blair was persuaded after the 
premature death of John Smith that he 
must renege on that pact because, in 
the view of his supporters, he would 
make a better leader. 

But the fact that Mr Brown and his 
allies still nurture their grievance over 
the issue three years later, after 
Labour's landslide victory and Mr 
Brown's appointment as Chancellor of 
the Exchequer, yesterday delighted his 
many party critics. 

Evidence that the sore still festers 
is provided in a new biography of the 
Chancellor, extracts of which began to 
leak on Wednesday. 

Paul Routlcdge. the political cor- 
respondent of the Independent on 
Sunday, whose biography is to be pub- 
lished shortly, says in the book: “Pri- 
vately. Brown's friends believe Blair let 
him down, and there can be little doubt 
that they represent his feelings accu- 
rately. Blair repeatedly promised 
Brown he would not stand against him 
in a leadership election." 

One ministerial source said Mr 
Brown's “overpowering ego" would 
eventually prove his undoing, as it had 
proved the undoing of Denis Healey 
and Nigel Lawson before him. 

The difference with Mr Healey, if 
the impending biography of the 
Chancellor is to be believed, is that 
Mr Brown has a strong powerbase 
within the party - something that 
could yet ensure his succession to Mr 
Blair. 

Some of Mr Brown’s party oppo- 
nents - a band that has been in- 
creased tty the threats he is said to be 
instigating against welfare benefits 
for the disabled and other vulnerable 
groups - have noted that he continues 
to cultivate support. 

One ministerial source said that he 
had held a Christmas party at Number 
1 1 for Labour Party constituency sec- 
retaries. and he is said to be assiduous 
in maintaining an alternative power- 
base within the party at large. 

— Anthony Bevins. Ro/iticol Editor 
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Cash from over 
14,000 Link machines. 


Getting your money is simple. Your Co-operative Bank Visa 
Delta debit card can be used to withdraw up to £250 a day 
from over 14.000 Link cash machines up and down the country. 
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Guaranteed service 
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Motoring Assistance 

WE LEAVE EVERYONE STANDING BUT YOU 


Join today and 
claim your free £5 
M&S Voucher* 


IF WE’RE FASTER 
AND CHEAPER THAN 
THE AA0R RAC 
WHY JOIN THEM? 


How s this for speed? On average. Green Flag reach you in just 35 minutes.** 

In fact we’re so confident of our service that if we don't reach you within the hour, you can 
claim £10 back. 

How's this for cost? Cover starts from only £29.50* per annum, and if you join today we'U 
give you a free M&S Voucher worth £5. 

That’s faster and cheaper than the AA and RAC. They can’t beat us. So join us. 
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PM’s wife to oppose 
unions on pensions 
in House of Lords 


pat* 
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The case against 
hundreds of thousands of 
workers - mostly women 
- getting better pension 
rights is to be put to the 
House of Lords by a legal 
team in which Cherie 
Booth is a prominent 
figure. Barrie Cement, 
Labour Editor, looks at 
the Implications. 


The Prime Minister's wife is a se- 
nior member of a legal team re- 
sisting claims for enhanced 
pension rights for hundreds of 
thousands of Britain's lowest 
paid workers, most of whom are 
women. As a leading barrister, 
Cherie Booth would stand to 
earn a lump sum of around 
£25,000 plus £1500 a day for 
court appearances, although her 
chambers last night refused to 
comment on her remuneration. 

The critical hearing begins a 
week on Monday at the House 
of Lords which will decide 
whether part-time employees 
qualify for back payment of pen- 
sions bringing them into line 
with Mi-lime colleagues. Lead- 
ers of the Unison public service 


union yesterday declared their 
confidence that they would win 
and that it could cost the Gov- 
ernment and the private sector 
more than £100m. 

Apart horn her identification 
with the Labour Party, Ms 
Booth's involvement is ironic 
because the additional rates 
being sought would mean that 
most of the workers would 
cease to qualify for social se- 
curity benefits at a time when 
the Government is determined 
to reduce dependency oil the 
state. Doubly ironic is the fact 
that the Government is one of 
the employers fighting alongside 
Ms Booth who is representing 
local authorities. 

Ms Booth will argue that she 
is simply doing her job and that 
she is operating on the “cab 
rank 7 * principal by which, bar- 
risters simply take the first 
client that comes along. How- 
ever, it is not the first time that 
Ms Booth's career has been at 
odds with her husband's posi- 
tion in the Labour movement 

Rodney Bickerstaffe, Unison 
general secretary, said be hoped 
the Government would accept 
the fairness of giving part-time 
workers full pension rights. 
"New Labour quite properly say 


they are different and we believe 
that this isa matter of social jus- 
tice,” Mr Bickerstaffe said. “... 
If we win it will send a signal to 
women in particular that they 
are valued. I would hope that 
the Government would treat 
this realistically and that we 
don't have to fight a rearguard 
battle. We consider pensions to 
be deferred payments and we 
believe that part-timers have 
been robbed by the system." 

In tbeir fight to win equal 
rights for part-timers, unions 
have lost cases at an industrial 
tribunal and in the Court of Ap- 
peal However, they believe that 
a new ruling from the European 
Court of Justice last month will 
mean that the law-lords will 
give a derision in their favour. 
The bill for extra pension pay- 
ments will fall on the Govern- 
ment. local authorities and a 
number of private employers. 

Unison believes that a typi- 
cal example of a worker who 
would be affected by the ruling 
is a woman who worked half- 
time for her local authority. Her 
pay would have been around 
£6,000 a year and the extra enti- 
tlement would be £750 a year 
in pension payments and an- 
other £2250 as a lump sum. 
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Fuel for thought; Peter Mandelson, minister without portfolio, emerging yesterday from Kellingfey Colliery at Knottingley, Wert Tforkshire. 
He was visiting the RJB Mining pit to reaffirm the Government's support for the coal industry Photograph: Asadour Guzel 
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Hague calls for inquiry into 
Welsh referendum vote 


meg 


William Hague last night 
demanded an urgent, 
independent inquiry into 
the Welsh assembly 
referendum count. 
Anthony Bevins, Political 
Editor, reports on the 
growing concern over 
irregularities. . . 


After a week of revelations cast- 
ing doubt on the way in which 
Welsh referendum voles were 
counted the Conservative lead- 
ership last night threw its weight 
behind demands for an investi- 
gation into inconsistencies. 

Numerous reports about 
confusion over the counting of 
the votes, including reports in 
The Independent and the 
Cardiff-based Western Mail , 
prompted the statement from 
Mr Hague. 

The former Secretary of 
Slate for Wales said there was 


a “startling and worrying picture 
of inconsistencies in the pro- 
cedures for the counting of 
votes" in the referendum. 

The report said that three 
methods of counting had been 
used, giving conflicting results 
from the 21 different counts in 
the principality on the night of 
IS September, when the as- 
sembly was approved by a slen- 
der majority. 

The central confusion was 
over a double negative -whether 
the word •‘No", written against 
the ballot paper statement, **I do 
not agree that there should be 
a Welsh Assembly" should have 
invalidated the vote and creat- 
ed a spoilt ballot paper. 

In some parts of Wales, such 
papers were counted as No 
votes, in others they were 
deemed spoilt- while the count 
in Neath-Port Talbot accepted 
only papers marked with an X. 

Mr Hague said last night: “I 
believe it is now essential that 
we have an independent inquiry 


to look into all the allegations 
of irregularities in the count. 

“In particular, such an in- 
quiry must consider the guid- 
ance issued to each council on 
how to determine valid votes 
cast and whether this guidance 
was at any stage altered; if the 
guidance was indeed altered, we 
need to know whether this was 
done, who authorised the 
changes to the guidance and 
why, and whether.any returning 
officer was informed of the : 
new guidance and applied it 
eonsistentfy; arid the scale of any 
inconsistencies in determining 
valid votes cast" 

He said the people of Wales 
bad a right to expect that the 
UK's high election standards 
would apply. “This week’s rev- 
elations have cast doubt over 
whether this holds true for the 
Welsh referendum. It should ... 
be a matter of urgency that the 
questions raised are addressed 
by an independent inquiry.” 

Search for home, page 13 
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IMPORTANT NOTICE 


PROMOTIONAL 
TOY RECALL 


TYPHOO WINTER ANIMALS PROMOTION 
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Typhoo is currently running a promotion on its packs of 160s and 240s 
tea bags, offering four free soft toys - a seal, whale, penguin and polar bear. 

Due to a fault with some of the soft toys, and in the interests of safety, 
Typhoo is recalling all of these toys. If you have one of these promotional soft 
toys, you should return it immediately to: 

Typhoo Winter Animafs Promotion 
FREEPOST, Blackburn X f Lancashire BB0 1GR 

Please include your name, address and daytime telephone number. 
No postage is required. 
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PLEASE NOTE: THE TYPHOO TEA ITSELF IS NOT AFFECTED 


V L 


Typhoo would like to apologise to its customers for any disappointment 
or inconvenience that this may cause. 
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Premier Brands U.K. Ltd, PO Box 8, Morvton, Wirral, Merseyside L46 SXF. 
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Battle breaks out over dead poet’s final resting place 

FWKiijanF — : ® • 



Pillow fight; landlord Tom Watts and his wife Meresa on Dylan Thomas’ oak-framed bed Photograph: Huw Evans 


A piece of furniture that 
once belonged to Dylan 
Thomas is at the centre 
of a tale involving 
some of Britain’s 
biggest celebrities. 
Andrew Buncombe follows 
the trail of the bed that 
everybody wants to 
sleep in. 


Brown's Hotel in Laugharne is 
an imposing establishment with 
a faqade of white painted stone, 
set on the main road from 
Carmarthen. 

It is a popular place, and 
both locals and tourists visiting 
the South Wales town enjoy its 
unchanging atmosphere. But 
many visitors are unaware of a 
piece of furniture within the ho- 
tel which is causing -as they say 
in these parts - a bit of a fuss. 

A 50-year-old bed is at the 
centre of a battle for ownership 
that involves a rock star, a 
poet’s daughter and James 
Bond (or at least the actor who 
plays him ). 



Dylan Thomas: Still 
causing trouble 


Like many things in Laugh- 
arne, the bed has connections 
with the town’s most famous 
son, Dylan Thomas. Unlike 
many things in Laugharne, the 
connection between the bed 
and the poet are not in doubt: 
it is Thomas’s bed, rescued 


from the cottage where he 
lived before his death in New 
York in 1953. The bed is cur- 
rently used by a long-term res- 
ident who lives in a flat in the 
hotel. Bui that could change. 

Thomas Walls, the land- 
lord, who has owned the bed for 
the past 26 years, recently re- 
ceived a “substantial offer" for 
it from the actor Pierce Bras- 
il an. He said he believed Mick 
Jagger also wished to buy it. 

Bros nan, a Dylan Thomas 
fanatic who named his son af- 
ter the poet, visited the area last 
year while on a fishing trip. He 
stopped off at the hotel and 
made an offer for both the bed 
and a table at which the way- 
ward genius used to sit with his 
equally wayward wife Caiilin, 
who died in 1994. 

"I told Brosnan about the 
table and the bed and he made 
me an offer for both but I have 
not accepted," said Mr Watts. 
66. “I understand that Mick 
Jagger is also very' interested in 
them, but they arc staying put 
for now." 

Jagger's interest in Thomas 
is such that his film company , 


Jagged Films, is soon to start 
work on a film about Dylan and 
Caitlin's relationship. Whether 
the singer actually' intends to 
make an offer for the bed is less 
clear. A spokeswoman for 
Jagged Films said be did not 
plan to buy it 

The battle for the bed lakes 
a further twist through the in- 
volvement of Thomas's daugh- 
ter, Aeron Ellis. 

"She came in here and said 
she wanted the bed back in the 
family," said Mr Will is, whose 
hotel is close to St Martin's 
church where Dylan and 
Caitlin are buried. Mr Wms 
said the bed was a gift from 
Caitlin for his help in selling 
Thomas’s cottage. The Boat 
House, in the early Seventies. 

“The cottage was cleared 
out and there were a few bits 
and pieces left, including the 
bed. Caitlin said I could eiiher 
keep it or throw it out." 

Mrs Eilis denies making 
any fuss. “I would like to own 
it as 1 don't have anything of 
my father’s. But 1 can't compete 
against the likes of Pierce 
Brosnan.' 


Comfort and 
coffee in book 
megastores 


An American bookshop 
chain is planning to bring 
its cosy mix of sofas, 
story-telling and coffee 
shops to Britain. 

Louise Jury reports on 
the browsing revolution 
that is transforming 
book buying. 


American booksellers Borders 
will open a shop of 39,000sq ft 
with. L50,QQQ titles in Oxford 
Street, central London, this sum- 
mer to offer Britons, the chance 
to choose their books hi comfort 

The move, to be followed by 
a store in Leeds by the autumn, 
will confirm a trend that has 
made the coffee shop an inte- 
gral part of the book-buying 
process in shops selling perhaps 
four times the number of titles 
of traditional rivals. 

The superstore which Wa- 
terstone’s opened in Glasgow 
last year incorporated a coffee 
shop and comfortable chairs to 
encourage readers to lake their 
time over their purchases. 

Books etc, the British chain 
bought by Borders for £40m a 
couple of months ago, already 
offers the optioD of a cup of cof- 
fee in several of its 22 shops. 

A spokeswoman for Books 
etc and Borders said it was all 
about “lifestyle -bookselling” - 
making the shop into a com- 
munity base with more in it to 
interest the customer. The Bor- 
ders chain also sells music and 
videos alongside paperbacks. 

“In the past, people weren’t 
encouraged to browse and read 
the books. But people want to 
take their time and make sure 
they have got the right book," 
the spokeswoman said. 

At the 180 Borders shops in 
the United States, regular ens- 


Music chief quits at 
‘dumbing down’ 




The director of one of Britain’s 
largest series of outdoor music 
concerts has resigned in protest 
a t the “dumbing down" of clas- 
sical recitals. 

Michael Webber, who has 
run the concerts held at English 
Heritage properties including 
Kenwood House, in north Lon- 
don, for 12 years, has left 16 
months before the end of his 
contra cl He criticised the move 
away from the standard sym- 
phonic concerto repertoire to- 
wards shorter pieces and 
snatches of classics that were 
less demanding for audiences. 

The problem was not con- 
fined to English Heritage, who 
put on concerts from Nonhum- 
beriand to Cornwall, but was 
widespread, he said. “It is pan 
of a much greater cultural trend 
which I fmd difficult to accept" 

Mr Webber, 71, said he was 
sad that the music did not seem 


to be the priority for many of 
the audience and that the pic- 
nicking, which is a feature of the 
evenings, had taken over. 

He also questioned whether 
it was necessary to have fire- 
works at the end of every con- 
cert. although he accepted the 
commercial pressures for doing 
so. Fireworks add a couple of 
thousand to attendance figures. 

However, English Heritage 
rejected charges of dumbing 
down. A spokewoman said jazz 
and popular music had formed 
part of the programme for some 
years. Events this summer will 
include Qeo Laine and John 
Dankworth and an evening of 
Andrew Lloyd-Webber music. 

“There’s a popular demand. 
We acknowledge the concerts 
have lobe a commercial success. 
They bring people into a prop- 
erty where they can enjoy mu- 
sic in beautiful surroundings.” 


Nationwide's current account, a thousand times 


lomers spend hours thumbing 
through the books without so 
much as a raised eyebrow from 
the staff. Special events include 
story-telling sessions for children 
and even Saturday evening py- 
jama parties for youngsters. It 
is still to be decided which of the 
US features will be transported 
into the British stores, which wfll 
operate alongside the Books etc 
chain under the Borders name. 

A spokeswoman for Water- 
stone’s said the reaction to the 
Glasgow store, which holds 
150,000 titles, had been "fan- 
tastic”. It had “amply exceed- 
ed" its sales targets and they 
were now looking for more su- 
perstore sites. 

But Waterstone’s had also 
recently opened its smallest 
shop - a lj>00sq ft site in the 
City of London. “There is not 
just an obsession with size," the 
spokeswoman said. “We want to 
listen to the audience and cater 
to iL In the City, they want to 
be in and out quickly." 

Tim Rix, chairman of the Na- 
tional Book Committee, which 
brings together publishers, re- 
tailers and authors, said super- 
stores were welcome if they 
encouraged more customers. 
“But the fear is that it might lead 
toaprice war, which would even- 
tually lead to the demise of the 
small independent bookseller, 
leaving smaller towns bereft" 

But Brian Pennan, director 
of the Book Trust which en- 
courages reading, welcomed 
anything which encouraged 
people to buy more books. 

“The revolution in book- 
selling has been the recognition 
that buying books is a pleasure 
pursuit like going to the cine- 
ma and requires bookshops to 
open when people are not 
working and where the ambi- 
ence is really important" he 
said. 




than a bank account 
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If you had changed your Barclays 
current accounr to a Nationwide 
FiexAccount back in 1987 when it was 
launched, you could now have been better 
off by a whopping £1266. And if you’d 
changed from a Lloyds or NaiWest current 
account, you could have been better off by 
£901 and £755 respectively. You’d have to 
agree, its a lot of money to lose. 

Ten years on, nothing’s changed - 
you still get better value from a 
Nationwide FlexAccount. Because, unlike 


many of the High Street banks, we don’t 
charge you a fee when you go overdrawn. 
And the interest we charge - only for the 
actual days you're overdrawn - is among 
the lowest around. Just as important, we 
also pay a great rate of interest when you're 
in credit. 

You're better off in terms of 
convenience, too. Especially since we 
became the first in the UK to launch an 
Internet banking service - Online 
Banking, the latest in a long line of 


Nationwide innovations. 

If ic ail sounds too good to be true, 
there’s a simple explanation. Because we’re 
a building sorietj’ owned by our customers, 
we don’t have to pay any dividends co 
shareholders. Unlike the banks. We believe 
in putting our customers first instead, and 
using more of our profits to give you better 
value and better service. 

What more incentive do you need? 
Put yourself first and open a Nationwide 
FlexAccount today. 


Change today. Call us on 0500 30 20 17, quoting ref. FD9, drop into any Nationwide branch to 
pick up details and an easy co use transfer pack, or visic our web site at www.nadonwide.co.uk 

It pays to decide, 


^Nationwide 


The World's No.1 Building Society 
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1200 Spin T atvp te u i 
RST Autowadw 
ta*IFJtB6.Uto£5R9S 
Was £49931 iKfflrs Pike £47931 BTWfWTO 


BOSCH 1000 Spin Autowasher 

■ Delay start timer. 

■ Vay quirt operation. ■fW IAA 

Model WFF2000GB. H Elll tOMHafl 
Was £629.99. 1 

BUY NOW PAY 1999* 


ZANUSSI 

mo Spin Aotowartt* 

Model RLi 085. 

Was £47939. Uvstorr 
Price £379.91 BUY NOW IWM9W* 


HOTPOINT 1000 Spin Au WSfaw 
AvaUM In linen. 

Mercury or Mar WHw 
Model WMtol 

Was £44939. — 

BUY NOW PAY 10 MONTHS LflTSP 


BOSCH 1000 Soin Autowasher 
Model WFB2004. MM uuilwg 
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Was £38939. 
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Dishwasher gSUMLC P«ci| 

4 programmes. BVH Af A I 

Model DH 0 S 6 . l|||II]c/f|Hqd 

Wai£3W6I Hliil 

Was £279.99. BUY MOW FRY 6 MOUTHS LMBT 


MIELE Frti Staa Dktnmsher 

Model C 665 SCW. 

Was E82469 1 . 
was £72439. 
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BOSCH 

SBmftne Dbhwash WHM 
Model SPS5462GB. VfM 
Was £48999. ft III] 

BUY MOW PAY Will'll 
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ZANUSSI ▼ 

Full Size Dishwasher 


'""lii SAVE 
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Model DW907. 
Was £429.99. 


BUY NOW PAY 
10 MONTHS LAXcRt 


SALE PRICE 


f299.99 


SAVE 


FRIG I PAIRE D curt. 

Larder Fridge nHsAU 

Automatic defrost. HM 41 

Model RIB86H. Kill .1' 

Was £19969*. m * 

Was £149.99. 


CANDY 4.1 cu.fl. Upright Freezer 

■ 4-star freezer 

■ Fast freeze facility. KT|7|| rl^Qqa 
Model CV120S- 

Was £25969. Was £17939. 


HOTPOINT 46 oi_ft Larder Fridge 
■ Automatic drftostBHHsMi pn3 

■ss?** Ifflm] 

Model RL 03 P MIL* MWja 

Was OTM9. Was £179.99. 
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BUY NOW PAY 5 MONTHS TATERT 1 


■ SHARP «wi 
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1 VUreFtaandFOC 

■ Model VCMH675. 

■ Was £24969. 

|| In-store Me* £22969 
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£23999 
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PANASONIC ▲ 

4-Head NICAM Stereo Video 
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MCXWNVHD620. VOUOBI HUGE 
Was £32969: gfcjhjfc 
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SAVE 

A TOTAL OF 


TOSHIBA MiNdMCAMSnnoMn 

with VWeoPlus and POC 

■ Auto iet-up. 

■ Index search. 
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9 MONTHS LATERt 





WHIRLPOOL 

6.7 w.fL Fridge 


Model ARI500. 
WasfM96* 
Was £219.99. 
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HOTPOINT 

56 cu.fl Larder 
Fridge 
Model RL£3P. 

Was 09969- 

B(JY NOW RKYfi MONTHS 




i STOVES bmu 

” 50cm Slot-In Gas Cooker. 
Finished in Brass and 
Racing Green 

Model NEWHOME 5Q2GS. 

Was £549.99. 
bvstore Price £429.99. 
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HOTPOINT 42 co.fl Upright Framer 

■ Fast freeze fadllty 

■ Aha available in 
Mercury or Linen 

Model B263P. 

Was £32969. BUY NOW MY 6 MOUTHS 


EXTRA DISCOUNT 


LEC 6.7 cu.h. 
Fridge Freezer 
Model N176. 

Was £32969. In-store 





‘Power System* 
Upright Cleaner 
Model POWER 
SYSTEM 1710. 

Was £22969. 
In-store 
Price £149.99. 
VOUCHBIPnCE 



Digital Camcorder 
with 100X Super 
Digital Zoom 
Model DVJ70. 

Was £1199.99. 
SUPERSTORES ONIY 
SALE PRICE 


EXTRA DISCOUNT 






CAMCORDERS 


HITACHI tarGBMli niiftlfcaia 
Digital fade effects. 

Model VMH330. 

Was £379 .99. BUY MOW 
MYKHOKIHSLAIB^ 


AIWA CD Mini Hi-Fi jraugOPWCE 

Model NSXP9. 33ft 

Was £449^9. Was 099.99. f 1/3QQ 
instore Price £379.99. • £l#MaA?7 
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SAVE 
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Intel® 166MHz MMX™ 

Technology Multimedia PC 

Model 9029. Was £0*99’ Was £109*. Was £809: 

Was £949. In-store Price £899. VOUCH® HUCE 


HURRY! 

MUST END 
TOMORROW! 
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VALO R 50cm Slot-In Gas Cooker 
Separate oven and WMW ^uxuum 

Model 510. HPiil f248jW 

Was £3486*. 

WM £25969. BUY NOW MT « M0NIHS Utrar 


ELECTROLUX 102 cu.ft 

Fridge Freezer WiBBli SALE rmcje 

4.7 cu.ft fridge. PPH n*A 
Model ER794UL H fi 1 1 , qq 

was 44496 *. iUUisssSI 

Was £34999. BUY NOW PAY 6 MONTHS LAIBTt 


CREDA 50cm Slot-In 

Bectric Cooker ■RMT&ale 

Model 49134. RM «|F 

Was £48969: HlEltjrU 

Was £369.99. Ir 

BUY NOW RAY G MONTHS LATENT 


ll.li i 2SI3EiI 


EXTRA DISCOUNT 



300 


EXTRA DISCOUNT 

m 



M 


FREE 5 PIECE L= CMUSET SS 


EXTRA DISCOUNT 


ZANUSSI 

B.1 olH Fridge Freenr 
Model ZFKG1/27. 
Was £429.99. UMtDTe 


■'TlT j i c i i ril Til, 




MICROWAVES 


S3 


SANYO 0£ OLf t Mkrowave 

■ Shower Wave MWjuj; 

cooking system. HmIV ^ 

■ 750 warts power n[|l 

output |Ug|_tl 

Model EMS002. Was £89.99. 



HOTPOINT 126 cu-ft kfctral Phu 

FrostrFre e Fridge prkSI 

deep door rSjI^QQJ 
Model 8S96P Was £71959. BUT MOW FWT 1999T 


EXTRA DISCOUNT 





80 


maiSSS-"— 


*-»*.. 



imm -50 r l Vr 





EXTRA 


DISCOUNT II 



EX TRA DISCOUNT 


m 


EXTRA DISCOUNT 



EXTRA DISCOUNT 


MATSU1 

Uttra-Corapact CD jfrirf rQ 
MtooHWi |Wll| f03.« 

Model MCH750. 

vra £y«i wk £»«r was nus. ww »w« cnm. 


SONY 

CDMMHVF! 

Model MHOtXX. 
Was £37969. 

BUY NOW MY 
6 MONTHS LATER* 




PC PRICE ATTACK 


Mi 


r i 


SONY 

Uftra-Conoact CD 

NHao HI-FI VM 

■ Digital tuner. n||l 

■ Megabass. KUiA 

Model PMC20S. Was £159.99. 



EXTRA DISCOUNT 




EXTRA DISCOUNT 


PORTABLE & 
PERSONAL CD HI-FI 


I 


PC PRICE ATTACK 


vtwgaaiaaHCs: 

. 1 * 


EXTRA DISCOUNT 


SANYO MSM™ 

UUra-Compact BthI 4 1 

CD HBcto MLfi Kl|l< I i 

Model OCMS6. ivAJ* 11 

Was €229.99. Irvstore Price £199.99. 


AIWA Dotty Pro-Logic CD MM HW 

MuMptaV-Ptays 

(iota 3 CDs. 

Model AV95. 

Was £4096*. 

Was £44969. BUT BOWIWr 9 MONTIS 


HITACHI b 

Portable CD Syatam 

■ FM/AMratflo. 

■ Tone control. 
Model otno. 

Was £79.99. 





PC PRICE ATTACK. 

I 


DYSON Purt Qrdonel 

Qaaner hsMua BBTOB 

■ 1 ;00 watt motor, 


: 3 00 j 


EXTRA DISCOUNT 


■ Dual cydone 
filtration. 

Model DGD1 BUIE. 




AIWA DsSfProlaglc 
CBIGflsdthlMMi 
Model ZVR-750. 
was £49963 tastore 
Price 142369. BUY HOW AW 9 MONTHS LKIHri 




EXTRA DISCOUNT 



m 


czmstazai 



mm 


100 


J V C Anti-Shodc Personal 

■ Hyperbass. UN 

■ Fully BHM 

programmable Hi 1 1] 

Model XUM3. EMLi 

was £109.99. 


CD Ptayv 

| SALE an 




:20 




PANASON IC cam. Tbp- 

Portable CD System ^^■salef 
■ 3 dimensional WJVH rtfi 

«hind. Bill c lh' 

B Remote control. lyiliJV 
Model RXED77. Was £199.99. 
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MASTERCARE 

;UtW. i y r/'t't x - . . . 


Coverplan 


Many of our current prices are Currys I + RlfY UAW PAY fOM 
lowest ever. Rnd a lower price for the I TDW 1 * 1WfW 1711 1771 


same product and offec complete, new, 
boxed and in stock in a local shop within 
7 days of purchase and well match it 

WE'LL N£VER BE BEATEN 



mmm 



repairing. Ask m-nore for details. 


ESS 

WktrM i 


T 


On over BOO home 
appliances when 
you purchase 
before 4pm. 

48 hour delivery 
available in parts 
of Scotland and 
Northern Ireland. 
Y0u can even 
choose morning or 
afternoon delivery 
or take it home 
now. Ask wvswre 
for full details. 


CREDIT 

With Currys Premier 
Advantage Account 
you can take 
advantage of any 
credit offer in-rtore. 
Ask for details. 


Oi 


■74 IT 


rrrr 


UPGRADES 

Available in-store. 



7 DATS A WEEK 

0839 517517 
Calls cost sop per 
minute. 




DK3ITAI. 

COMPATIBLE 

All TVs Currys sell 
are compatible with 
future digital 
technology. 

Subject to the 
purchase of an 
additional digital 
decoder planned for 
launch during 1993. 


For most large items 
if you phone before 
10am Monday to 
Friday and Hue 
wtthln 10 miles of 

a Currys store. 


Currys 


BRITAIN’S BIGGEST 


[•"MitH 1 i'i : .ni 


GAS 


*For exceptional 
value, exclusive to 
DSG Retail Ltd. 


Repairs 7 days a 
week {someday 
wherever possible). 


ELECTRIC 


INSTALLATION 

On all free-standing 
gas and electric 
Cookers by CORGI 
registered engineers 
(excludes Northern 
Ireland and selected 
Scottish stores). 


:MQPS: 


For direct doorstep 
delivery; Freephone 
0500 304304 or fox 
01442 888145 
{9am-8pm Mon-Fri, 
San>-53Qpm Sat 
10am-5pm Sun). 
Delivery charges 
from £3.25. Part 
Of DSG Retail Ltd. 




All Superstores offer assy paiUng, lata night shoppfrtg and Sunday opening. 

Ring 0990 500049 far ctatalb of your nearest stare. 

Written quotations from Currys, Dept MK. Hemel Hempstead, Herts HP2 7TG. 
Currys are licensed credit brokers. Ask irwtore for details. 


tBUY NOW PAY 
UPTO 
12. MONTHS LATER 


*T' M ** : *T" ! ' — ' — ■*-*“nTil p rtlnl In firm it Tift*- Ihi jimrfiiiT fnr utIM-j lrT 1 -°°° If Ttin [mnf rn *r rnr n*T Til 1nir|TiT lifrh ninnnrr rm i u p fin) TmireniTini 
ty«yBiglianlnfuq.iim^iU>M;orl> T nio < wM|>irttatoim«wtwnlmwnvigibf riiargBditmaFXolgJS: >iBnnheila(ao»tf»agioaniQnl.BaBp4Q ■■■ BA IQ/ 

tased do 12 MoMhs Bajr Now tay iMre tab Pricv E399JS. 2BH dqioiit ODl Blbw pay dw laai amont of 01969 wfchta 12 ■ontts or St menlMr A IID ffl k / 

paymmo by isnet dibit 0(116.7*. ’MalMuumpiyabl* £SS2^4,5ab|«ertenatui«)Ma you Bp« > Cmys F toUb A dvancagi Account. Wnean IIPK MM Jf 

^- 0UU " J WHbb h *n raquari Fgg RVBMFt. ifcybnifa hitnaa. Hand He mpBvwl, Htt HF2 7TG. (ApptaWi mwt t» 11 or mm 71 In H. Iwfan d) iU 11 Ilf Iw/O 


WATCH OUT FOR OUR 
VOUCHER SPECIALS! 


look out for the special voudw swings on selacted produds thrwghout this advertisement amply u*. ^ advert to any Gmys swe . 
to drtm your dtscount One vouch* saving per podm. Soma voucher oftan am an alternative to exfcting tmdeta offers. NM f«wa 
with other offers. Brandi use only. Dteount udng Code 4 (Head Office offer). HURRYTThew voucher prices vdd only untfl Watawdn 
14A January 1998. X Price Attack vouditn vaRd wily until Sunday lift January 1998. 
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Radio watchdog on guard as Evans talks up his sponsors 

Chris Evans’ style of WM 

broadcasting allows him A word for our spo^ 

Chris Evans with Holly 

to take in everything Samos, a member of 

around him and use it as ’''j'' radio team, who risk being 

humour. But Paul McCann, . .. . ' vStojgLf- rebuked for not supportmj 

Media Correspondent, advertisers Photograph; PA 

warns that the Dj is - ; 

danger of overstepping 
the mark. 


The radio industry's watchdog 
is investigating the Vhgin Radio 
breakfast show after complaints 
by listeners about the way he 
talks about the programme’s 
sponsors during his show. 

The Radio Authority, which 
regulates commercial radio sta- 
tions, has requested a tape of 
one of Chris Evans’ shows and 
has already had discussions 
with Lhe station about so-called 
“■product placement” -where a 
broadcaster’s mentions of a 
sponsor’s products during a 
show cross the line between 
editorial and advertisement. 

According to rule six of the 
authority’s sponsorship code 
DJs are not permitted to 
endorse a sponsor's product 
or service within the editorial of 
a show. Instead sponsor's 
credits are usually at the 
beginning and end of shows or 
before traffic round-ups and 
weather reports. However there 
is a grey area where DJs can 
mention commercial products, 
including the sponsor of the 
show, as long as it is not seen 
as an explicit endorsement. 

Tbe listeners who have com- 
plained feel that Evans' use of 
a sponsor's name as part of an 
extended humorous “rap" with 
his team in the studio may be 




breaking the RA's code. For in- 
stance. on Thursday morning 
Evans even declared on air 
that his sponsors got good val- 
ue from him. 

Earlier this week the com- 
pany owned by Chris Evans 
which owns Virgin Radio. Gin- 
ger Media Group, signed a 
£3m sponsorship and pro- 
gramme development deal with 
the satellite broadcaster BSkyB. 
Following this deal the DJ has 
started comparing BSkyB 
programmes with BBC ones. 
While the humorous implication 
of Evans’ skits is that the BBC's 
programmes are dull compared 
to those of BSkyB, he has been 
careful not to explicitly recom- 
mend that listeners watch 
BSkyB. Instead be ends the skit 
by saying that listeners can 
decide for themselves what to 
watch. Virgin is known to 
believe that this protects the 


Cricket may get 
Tango’d in bid to 
ditch stuffy image 


The English Cricket 
Board has appointed one 
of the hlppest . 
advertising agencies in 
Britain to revamp the - _ 
game’s image. Paul ’ 
McGinn hears why the 
game needs a makeover. 


Picture the sceue: a gentle Eng- 
lish summer’s day, 13 men in 
white on a village green and the 
sound of leather on willow. 
Then a man in an orange wig 
runs on to the field and blud- 
geons the batsman with a huge 
inflatable orange hand. Crick- 
et has been Tango’d. 

The image is not so far- 
fetched. lb the horror of many 
a retired colonel English crick- 
et has hired the advertising 
agency responsible for the Tan- 
go ads to update the image of 
the game and make it appeal to 
a younger generation; 

HHCL & Partners, who 
have swept every award in the 
advertising industry with weird 
and wonderful work for Tango, 
made a name for themselves as 
Lhe saviours of outdated prod- 
ucts. From Martini to Pot Noo- 
dles the agency has rescued the 
Image of the unfashionable, 
the naff and the dull, so they 
should be perfect for cricket 

“There are some percep- 
tions that aren't helpful in at- 
tracting a new and younger 
audience to the game," says 
Richard Masters of the ECB, 


who admits the game is seen as 
old-fashioned and dass-ridden. 
“We want to blow away a few 
of those traditional images to 
make it more of a current game 
to younger audiences. We want 
to give it more general, positive 
values. HHCL has done this for 
other brands and cricket is no 
different” 

If traditionalists are likely to 
be shocked by the description 
of cricket as a brand they will 
have to wait until the summer 
to see what HHCL comes up 
with to “reposition” that brand. 
A f Im campaign will start this 
summer and run through to the 
Cricket World Cup in 1999. 
The ECB hopes the World 
Cup, when teams will play 
in coloured clothes for the 
first time in England, will do 
for it what Euro 96 did for 
football. 

More optimistically, the 
ECB hopes the World Cup and 
HHCLs advertising can turn 
around the perception that the 
game is run by upper-class 
twits: “We want it to build con- 
fidence in the sport and in its 
administration and in the way 
that it is run. Euro 96 achieved 
lots for the Football Association 
and we want to do a similar job 
for cricket.” 

The ECB needs to revamp 
cricket's image, so that it can sell 
500,000 tickets for the World 
Cup, when 12 teams, including 
less glamorous sides like Scot- 
land and Kenya, will play 42 
matches around the country in 
May and June. 


RAC cover from 
just £39 


Free UK Road Atlas 
on joining 

- Membership covers you as 
. .. the driver or passenger in 

• > any car, 24 hours a day 365 
days a year ; 

- Average call out time of just 
40 minutes . 

- Our highly trained patrols 
repair 81% of breakdowns 

phone free quoting 1ND032 


0800 029 029 
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DJ from accusations of 
endorsement. 

In addition to the sponsor- 
ship deal the DJ is known to 
have become good friends with 
Elisabeth Murdoch, the daugh- 


ter of Rupert Murdoch, owner 
of BSkyB and programming 
director of the satellite channel. 
The twu have been seen and 
photographed nut on the town 
together, including at a recep- 


tion at Downing Street. The oth- 
er main sponsor of the show is 
the Czech beer Pilsner Urquell. 
Again, the breakfast show 
"zoo” - Evans’ on-air radio 
team - hooted when one of 


them said she bad never drunk 
the beer and Evans said she had 
been told off for her lack of sup- 
port. 

“This is a matter that has 
been discussed and we will 


monitor the station." saw David 
Lloyd, the Radio Authority's 
head of programming and ad- 
vertising. “The dangerous thing 
is if mentions of a product be- 
come endorsement bv beine 


A word for our sponsors; 
Chris Evans with Holly 
Samos, a member of his 
radio team, who risk being 
rebuked for not supporting 
advertisers Photograph: PA 


gratuitous rather than of edi- 
torial merit.” 

The authority has already re- 
jected one complaint from a lis- 
tener and is investigating 
another. Mr Uoyd believes the 
concern with Chris E\ans is that 
his style of broadcasting takes 
in everything happening to him 
and ail that surrounds him: 
“Chris Evans is known for test- 
ing the boundaries. Given his 
track record we contacted Vir- 
gin to show them the rules". 

John Pe arson. Virgin Radio 
managing director, said: “it is 
our intention to stay within the 
guidelines. However, it is also 
our intention to be innovative 
in the way we use sponsorship 
and make it interactive with the 


g programme. 


What better way to 
celebrate the New Year? 




Motorola d160 

digital mobile phone. 


Sale Price £4.99* JmSPI 




Nokia 2110 

digital mobile phone. 

Sale Price £19. 99\ 

teas £2939 a 
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Motorola 8700 

digital mobile phone. 

Sale Price 








jviuuiiK pnunvs suirimg rnmi 

£ 4.99 


We’ve got mobiles starting from £4.99 with top 
brands such as Motorola, Nokia, Panasonic, Ericsson 
and NEC, and our expert advice will help you make 
rhe most of our fantastic prices. 

Mobile packages starting from only £149.99 for 
a Motorola dl60 digital mobile phone, connection 
to Occasional Caller Plus, a year’s line rental and 
up to £5 of inclusive calls?* 

So now there are even more reasons to celebrate 
the New Year with The BT Shop. 
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•When you subscribe 10 a ntw = ;»« « ■» * ■** ? *•! * 1 »" ' .1^- K p - x 



FOR DETAILS OF YOUR NEAREST BT SHOP. CALL: 

Freefone 0800 400 004 


j. I7 r **' per rin 'mil bv Direct War Plus lulf-prict connection f« £lZ5ft Extended offer enJs 33H January 1998. Subject 10 status, "ftro forms oi 
. 11 % f he J.iiiu,iP Sale end- <ci 31st January 1998 •“Cal! allowance cannot be carried forward. Subject to status. 
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Chefs feel heat as mushrooms go on conservation menu 

■ ■ ji *r_ ... f I^T 1 'in 17/ '» " ~l HI^K] r\ ^ ./«o sAtC'd 


A move by wildlife 
conservation groups to 
limit mushroom picking 
has met with squeals of 
outrage from London 
chefs who say fungi are 
vital to their cooking. 
Rosa Prince looks at the 
ingredients for an 
environmental row. 


Conservation groups including 
the National Thxst and English 
Nature S3y over-picking is 
har ming rare mushrooms and 
the woodland animals who live 
off them. 

But London restaurateurs 
deny the use of mushrooms 
such as penny buns, slippery- 
jacks, horns of plenty, and gi- 
ant puff balls is damaging. 

Antonio Carluccto owns the 
Neal Street Restaurant in 
Covent Garden which uses 
mushrooms in 30-40 per cent 
of its dishes. He said: “Mush- 
room picking has been going on 
all over the world for thousands 
of years. 

“lip to 20 years ago English 
people associated mushrooms 
with black magic instead of 
something good to eat. 

“It is only in the last few 
years that we have got into con- 
tinental food and so into mush- 
rooms. 

“In other countries mush- 
rooms are very much part of 
gourmet food and 1 don't see 
why we can’t enjoy them here." 

The chefs’ call to keep one 
of their favourite ingredients 
on the menu conies as the 
National Trust joins with Eng- 
lish Nature, the British Myco- 
logicaJ Society, the Woodland 
Trust and the Forestry Com- 
mission to draw up a code of 
conduct for pickers. 

They say restrictions are 
needed to stop commercial 
pickers who take large numbers 
of rare mushrooms for export 
abroad, and to curb over-zeal- 
ous harvesting by individuals. 

The problem is particular- 
ly bad in the New Forest, 
Hampshire, and in parts of 
Scotland where some forests 


are said to have been stripped 
of mushrooms. 

The National Trust itself has 
received donations from the 
sale of wild mushroom soup 
made by the New Covent Gar- 
den Soup Company, and still 
appears an its p ackaging. Com- 
pany spokeswoman Katie 
Kame said: “When we offered 
to donate money they were 
concerned about where the 
mushrooms came from. We im- 
port from China and Eastern 
Europe so it was all right and 
we went ahead." 

John Harvey, head of nature 
conservation at the Trust, said: 
“The basis of our concern is re- 
ports of commercial collec- 
tion by companies who either 
export the mushrooms or sell 
them to London restaurants. 

“People are going out with 
rakes and raking up the 
mushrooms which kills antmak 
and other plants. The parallel 
is with deep-sea fishing which 
has decimated some species 
of fish.” 

Restaurateurs, too. are keen 
to stress their co mmi tment to 
conservation. Rose Grey, of the 
River Cafe in Hammersmith, 
west London, said: “When we 
buy for the restaurant we go to 
commercial pickers who go on 
organised mushroom picks in 
places where there are plenty. 

The River Cafe uses fungi 
in its risottos, ravioli and 
omelettes. When larger mush- 
rooms are available they roast 
them stuffed with pancetta 
and thyme. 

Or Brian Johnson, a botan- 
ical adviser to English Nature, 
said the restrictions would not 
limit mushroom enthusiasts 
who picked a few for their 
evening meal. He said: “We 
have no intention of stopping 
the collection of mushrooms al- 
together. But taking large 
quantities in a way that is do- 
ing harm must be stopped. 
The guidelines would limit the 
amount people collect and ban 
certain damaging methods" 

Dr Johnson said the code 
would be voluntary but if it was 
ignored, conservation groups 
would seek legislation or the li- 
censing of commercial pickers. 



Britain a paradise 
for fungi eaters 

The British Isles are a haven for 
mushrooms - almost all vari- 
eties grown worldwide can be 
found here. The season runs 
from mid-late summer through 
autumn, although some vari- 
eties continue outside this time. 

Wild mushrooms favoured by 
top restaurants include: 

The penny bun or cep {boletus 
edulis) is die most popular wild 
mushroom. It often grows near 
golf courses, sometimes be- 
side the poisonous fly agaric 
< amanita muscaria). Penny 

buns should not be washed or The giant puffbaU: Big “ a 
peeled and are excellent in football, can feed a family 
stews and sauces. 

Chanterelle ( cantharellus cibar- 
ius) are plentiful in Scotland. 

They are a deep yellow and are 
said to smell of apricots. 

Chanterelle are found in mossy 
woods and are often cooked 
with scrambled eggs. 

The horn of plenty (crutereUus 
comucopioides ) is an unusual 
bladdsb colour and tastes best 
with white fish such as halibut, 
sole or monkfish. 

Giant puffballs ( longermannia 

ffgantea ) can be big as a foot- The wood blewits Must be 
ball - just one can feed a whole cooked to detoxify 
family. May be sliced and deep 
fried or grilled. 

The wood blewit ( lepista nuda ) 
grows in abundance in Britain, 
but take care cooking it as it is 
poisonous when raw. They are 
in season well into the winter. 

Morels ( morchella elaia and 
morcheUa escidenta) are very ex- 
pensive and very rare. Must be 
distinguished from the false 
morel (gyromitra esculent a) 
which is poisonous. 

Slippery Jack (sullus leteus) 
live under trees and have a slip- _ . 

Kitchen magic: The chanterelle mushroom ( Cantharellus cibarius ) - a much sought-after variety with a cap perv surface -hence the name. Slippery Jade Good In stews 
measuring 2-10 ems and a superb flavour with a distinctive smell of apricots Photograph: Tessa Traeger They are good in stews. Photographs: George McCarthy 





The wood blewit: Must be 
cooked to detoxify 




TOMORROW IN THE SEVEN-SECTION 
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HIT AHOY 

How the film ‘Titanic* has 
taken America by storm 

PLUS: 

Sunrise 2000 — win a Millennium holiday worth £7,000 

Go there, do that - your essential guide to the great 

cities of the world 

Decriminalise cannabis - the latest news in the 
campaign that everyone is talking about 





Renewing your home 
insurance in 
January or February ? 


If you are 50 
or over, you 
could save 
with Saga, 
call us NOW 

You will know how 
expensive home insurance 
can be. Thankfully, if you 
are aged 50 or over you can 
benefit from Saga Home 
Insurance, a superior 
household insurance that is 
only available to mature, 
responsible people like you. 

Saga Home Insurance covers 
a wide range of properties 
including Grade I and If 
listed buildings and 
converted bams. 

The Saga Price Promise 
For New Customers 

If you find another 
comparable policy at a lower 
price within 2 months of 
taking out Saga Home 
Insurance, we will refund 
you the difference. 



Insurance cover is 
comprehensive and 
low cost 

FREE 24 hour 
domestic emergency 
and legal helplines 

FREE pen with 
your quotation 


SAGA 


INSURANCE SERVICES 

Saga hnrance Service*, FREEPOST 73 1 
(VOdddborg Square. Fo&esmve CRB I \Z 


Cali us today 

For your free no 
obligation quote simply 
call us on the number 
below. To help us 
help you, please have 
all relevant details to 
hand when you call. 


iKliTr 


414525 

quoting reference 

ID1803 

Uses op™ Moods,* id FrUn 
KJfcm- Tpn. Saturday fen • Ipm 


Saga Insurance Services would like <0 send you mfcmnauon about other Saga 
products and services and may pass on your details io other Saga 
companies for this purpose. 


IVhv not ask tis about our competitive 
MOTOR INSURANCE 


PC 


E1g«T) 


1099 




•NOMY. 


For world beating offers, that include all taxes, call us by 
28 January on 01293 747 245. Or contact your local travel agent 

virgin atlanticsii?F 


Taws dn- sutytri to change due tocumncy cmneraoh Lob ArujrJ, r» lair E25.to.vs EC5G. 
BnoLtn'ffltaiuian 199& Outbound Uavrl In ’il Man htVm 
Limited awutalilnv. Other regrtah.ins u[rtv. 
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Blair helps 
British take 
on Eurocracy 


1AP...I.HE TEST TO FIND OUT I F YOU ’ VE GO T WHAT IT TAKES TO MAKE A EUROC RAT 


Tony Blair wants to swell 
the top ranks of the 
Eurocracy with Britons. 
But the hurdles in the 
way of new EU civil 
servants are high. 
Kotherme Butler reports 

British Eurocrats - 2,500 in ail 
- were bemused to return to 
their Brussels and Luxembourg 
offices this week to find a letter 
nestling in their in-trays and E- 
mail boxes, signed simply ‘Tony 
Blair”. 

As Britain takes over the Eu- 
ropean Union presidency, the 
Prime Minister wrote: “I want 
to let you all know the respect 
and admiration which I have for 
the work which British citizens 
... carry out within our Euro- 
pean Institutions ... I know 
too that during the British Pres- 
idency the work you do in the 
service of all Europe’s citizens 
will contribute greatly towards 
achieving the goals we have set 
ourselves of a Europe working 
for the people.” 

The letter appeared de- 
signed to offer amends for al- 
most 20 years daring which 
British EU civil servants were 
almost too embarrassed to ad- 
mit their nationality, as a hos- 
tile London government used 
every opportunity to block the 
Commission’s projects and 
ridicule its ideals. 

But coinciding with the 
launch of the British EU pres- 
idency and the Blair (dan to “re- 
brand” Europe in new Labour's 
image, it also looks to some in- 
siders as a slightly ominous ral- 
lying call. Those who have 
grown used to working inde- 
pendently of London in the ser- 
vice of “Europe”, fear they are 
being asked to remember where 
their national loyalties lie. 

“He is telling us we are all 
great, but reading between the 
lines he seems also to be saying 
‘don't forget you are British and 


we are going to be in charge 
now* was the reaction of one 
high ranking British Eurocrat. 

Indeed, a new government 
drive to groom a new genera- 
tion of Britons capable of nab- 
bing senior posts in the 
Eurocracy would seem to back 
up the theory that Blair sees a 
much stranger British presence 
at the top ranks of the EU in- 
stitutions as one of the keys to 
his aim of getting Europe to 
follow Britain, rather than the 
other way around. 

Competitions for top level va- 
cancies in the European Com- 
mission, Rarliamenr and Council 
of Ministers will be announced 
shortly. A dear strategy has 
been mapped out by a special 
unit whhin the Cabinet Office to 
counter the traditional unwill- 
ingness of Britons, compared to 
other nationalities, to consider 
a career in Europe. 

The Blair initiative will be 
welcomed by many who regard 
a geographical balance, and a 
more representative civil service 
as essential to a democratic EU. 
But while getting the “right” 
people to apply is one thing, en- 
suring they clear the hurdles on 
the path to Eurocracy quite 
another. 

One of the problems is the 
notorious French inspired “ con - 
cours”. This is a massive public 
competition - 50,000 compet- 
ed in the last one in 1993 for 200 
places. Candidates are brutal- 
ly weeded out by a bizarre gen- 
eral knowledge quiz featuring 
such teasers as: which armies 
fought the battle of Aboukir? 
Or. when was nylon invented? 

In one recent competition 
for a senior administrative post 
fewer than 1 per cent of British 
applicants got through, sug- 
gesting that too few people ca- 
pable of giving continentals a 
run for their money when it 
comes to European history or 
culture can be bothered to ap- 
ply. Now the Government is of- 
fering potential candidates 
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Testing times: Does the Vatican state, above left, have the smallest surface area, and did Copenhagen, right, belong to the empire of Charles V? Photographs: Reuters/MSI 

Could you become a senior Eurocrat? Here are some general 7. Which is the oldest of the following geological periods? a. ming language? a. VECTOR; b. PASCAL; c. COBOL; 

knowledge questions from past entry exams. Jurassic b. Cambrian; c. Tertiary; d. Carboniferous d. APL 



Beethoven: Did he 
compose The Messiah ? 


I. Which three colours are the subject 
of the film trilogy of that name? a. 
Green red and white; b. Blue 
white arid red; c. Yellow blue 
and green: d. Green white and 
orange. 

2. The fertility rate is falling 
everywhere in the world ex- 
cept: a. South America; b. 
Japan; c. Africa: d. Italy. 

3. Which one of the following 
cities belonged to Charles Vs 
Empire? a. Avignon: b. Copen- 
hagen; c.Rome: 
d. Ghent 

i 

4. Which of the following artists 
was not a member of the Vienna 

f Secession? a. Friedensreich 
Hundertwasser; b. Egon 
? Schiele: c. Gustav Klimt; 

% d. Kolo Moser 

5. Which one of the following 
countries was never 
colonised? a. Burma/Myanmar; 
Wm b. Laos; c. Siam /Thailand; 

V d. Cameroon 


8. Who is now head of fashion at the 
House of Chanel? a. Karl Lagerfeld; 
^ b. jii Sander; c. John Galliano; 
d Vrvienne Westwood 


r .- 




Vivienne Westwood: Own 
fashion house 


Schubert: Was Unfinished 
Symphony his work? 


detailed advice, reading lists and 
even targeted training to help 
them overcome the cultural 
and linguistic obstacles. 

Competition is cut-throat 
for the the 28.000 or so jobs in 
the ElTs main institutions. EU 
hierarchy divides civil servants 
into grades from A (the most 
coveted senior administrative 
posts, where basic salary before 


6. The second nearest planet 
to the Sun is: a. Venus: 
b. Mercury; c. Jupiter; d. Mars 


generous allowances are added 
can top £1 10.000 a year), down 
through the ranks to D grades, 
including ushers and doormen 
(basic salary around £25,000) 
who are almost exclusively 
Belgian and Italian. 

While EU officials are sup- 
posed to serve “Europe” not 
their countries, an unofficial 
“quota” system operates to en- 


( 9 .SHAPE has res headquarters 
near which of the following? 
a. Washington; 
b. Fontainebleau; c. Mons; 
d. Wiesbaden 

10. The Congress of Vienna 
led to the creation of which 
one of the following? a. Swiss 
Confederation; b. Kingdom of 
Denmark; c Kingdom of Bel- 
gium; d. United Kingdom of 
the Netherlands 

II .The European Parliament is 
elected by direct suffrage for 
one of the following a. four 

I years; b. a period fixed by the 
Council of the EU whenever 
elections are held; c. five 
years; d. seven years 

12. Which of these states has 
the smallest surface area? 
a. Andorra; b. Monaco; c. San 
Marion; d. The Vatican 


Karl Lagerfeld: Designer to 13. Which one of the following 
the famous is not a computer program- 



Mars: How close to the 
Sun is the Red Planet? 


H.How many telephone calls can be 
transmitted simultaneously 

through an optical fibre cable? a. 
Approximately 1.300,000; b. ap- 
prox 30,000; c. exactly 2; d. 
exactly 331 

15. True or false? a.77ie unfin- 
ished symphony in B minor 
was composed by Franz 
Schuberq b. 7Tie Messiah was 
composed by Ludwig Van 
Beethoven; c. The Four Sea- 
sons was composed by GF 
Handel; d. The opera Dido 
and Aeneas was composed by 
Antonio Vivaldi- 



sure a rough balance of na- 
tionalities. particularly in the 
policy-framing Commission, by 
far ihe biggest employer. Jobs 
at the most senior level usually 
go to member slate appointees 
or Ihe personal advisers of 
Commissioners, rather than to 
foot soldiers who have worked 
their way up. 

The Government is hoping 


to drum up interest in the low- 
er and middle echelons of the 
A ranks, where it considers 
Britain to be still under-repre- 
sented despite a near doubling 
from 4.7 per cent to around 10 
per cent during the 1992 to 1994 
period. These are the grades 
where the brightest graduates, 
or graduates with around five 
years' experience, are taken on. 


Galliano: is he the man 
who runs Chanel? 


Prospective candidates face 
a multi-choice pre-selection 
quiz which is being reformed to 
answer criticism of pro-French 
and anti-women bias (fewer 
questions on sport for example). 
Those who get through at a gru- 
elling written stage where they 
may be asked for an essay, for 
example, on the future of the 
Common Agricultural Policy. 


ANSWERS 

I. B 
1C 

3. D 

4. A 

5. C 

6. A 

7. B 

8. C 

9. C 

10. D 

II. C 
HD 

13. A 

14. B 

15. A is true. The others are 
false. 


The final stage is a 45 minute 
oral exam which also tests for- 
eign language skills. 

Anyone tempted by the salary 
and ihe lure of a European 
lifestyle should put themselves on 
the Vacancy Information Service 
database m hick is operated by the 
European Staffing Unit, Cabinet 
Office ; Horseguards Road, Lon- 
don SHIP 3AL. 
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At Our Lowest 
Ever Prices 
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VideoPhone Camera 

Videophone softwaie and ertou vetoo camera 
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contemncrfig and «teaphOf’e cafe, ovw 
standard Irtephone- Ines 

PC-TV with Teletext 

FuH-teatur? PC-TV system on 2XM-2 model 
converts voui PC mo an adisaxed TV wsh 
tif-teatue Tefcted and video opw* 

24x CD Multimedia 

High per tenntn* 24» Us* >30 dm* lexeme' 
with 30 WsvaaOte stereo sound with 3D 
sheets *lh woveua*? svnmess fa test 
qiaMy nfaumedu 

New Processors 

The ZW-2 system untiees ihe new W 
233WH: Pentun' o processor wuh MMX" 
Tectvfaogy ro defivw sicerti perfamarKe 
The 330U-2 system e even more powerful duB 
to taster bus speeds and the amaang IBM MX 
Processor wen MMX' Tedinotogy 


debt? 



(Knqeedi 

oanrtf* 


SuteWW* 

Barnard 


l £ 1099 


Time are offering two powerful multimedia deals with amazing 
specifications at truly sensational prices for a limited period. 
Our 233-2 system based on Intel 233 Mhi Pentium II processor 
with MMX Technology has an incredible specification with 64Mb 
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surely Is the best advanced PC deal for the new year! 

Both Systems Include 

i Cft WS Kr^oard. l 

iflAuncid mT7 mnttfTTTTwrf -fT ** f*— n LCT &*««. art* PJf and y«r 

2BD coottet SOS. Id supper and 12 morta wraty war**** to 5 f&i 


233M-2 


PowerPro 


BU PICO Pfocena imm UW 

SNA l*gi wrtwnaice ECO MM 
6 »G£> itsrym l»a nuJ ttei 
56* Boon** upgratart* *>:« iHUVn 
PC-TV tc*n«n era 

A men 

!t Sc«rf LG Uj, d'-Tfclu rm i fwr U r mm 
*a«al3** ist-ec 

4UP 3S Aovarcrt W'rTO 

R«M MP£0 so Motort Ore-3 X 1 
Sl3i f«w«ne tu« can* 

Slra> ixnSwca S» mai* 

15- SW Ni iJSit «*»» «*«m 
i»teci^9 - vat - ftrsiwt 

ATX PCS: rsoBWtOWVra^OOQOrcMrt 
rBM xxtihiK&p«ri 

RMMBY Jb* and IBM aMU 
U tfjtrmuf 

gOn auteVH S 
si* 

Cwr^aasUmo 

S«wn 


Sohw'tw* 

andsxntenl 
steMI Btono3d£ 


Showrooms 




UK’s lowest 
standard rate 

No annual fee 

Just 1 2.6% APR variable 
from July ’98 

Keep your credit limit 

No need to bank with us 


I) / 0 /— 

OiO/o 


The Co-operative Bank Advantage Visa 
credit and gold cards offer an introductory 
race of just 8.6% APR, fixed until July. 
Even then it reveres to a mere 12.6% APR 
variable - currently the UK's lowest 
standard rate.’ And there is no annual fee. 
It's without doubt the best deal on offer 


for those who carry over a credit card 
balance each month. If that sounds like you, 
transfer your existing balance to us now. 
You can keep your current credit card limit 
Just call the number below anytime to cash 
in on the best credit card deal in the UK, 
Even the phone call is free. 
vwwadvuwate-visa.co.uk 





Picese quote referenced 1 302 


fta to-Visa dept.T>w Cooperwe BwkpLc.FREffOST IMRS192J. Manchester Ml WZ or phone 0606 »5 000 
(24 hours a daj>.7 days a weefe). Please toe block cap tab. 


Hi0*»e number. 


Please ride card interested In Q Vfca Card □ Gold Visa Card 
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THf INDEPENDENT 
SATURDAY 10 JANUARY 1 *W 8 


12 


12/EUROPE 










Jobless scorn Jospin’s aid offer as 
cracks begin to show in coalition 


The French Prime Minister, 
Lionel Jospin, appeared to have 
Jailed yesterday to halt a spread- 
ing protest movement by the 
unemployed, which threatens to 
undermine his coalition 
government. 

Mr Jospin offered a new 
£100m “emergency*’ aid fund 
for the long-term jobless and in- 
vited leaders of unemployed 
pressure groups to take part in 
an investigation of the failings 
of the French benefit system. 
But he specifically ruled out the 
protesters' two principal de- 
mands: a £300 end-of-year 
bonus and a substantial in- 
crease in the minimum social 
payments to those out of work. 

Such an increase, he said, 
would “turn upside down, even 


explode” the government's en- 
tire economic and social strat- 
egy, based on “growth and 
employment”. It would cost 
“tens of billions of francs'* and 
destroy all calculations on pub- 
lic spending this year. Although 
he did not directly say so, it 
would also put France outside 
the fiscal guidelines for the sin- 
gle European currency. 

The Socialist premier’s an- 
nouncement, at a televised 
press conference, was greeted 
with boos and whistles and 
cries of “hypocrite" at many of 
the score or more employment 
insurance offices occupied by 
activists all over France. “It’s 
nothing but crumbs as usual... 
Obviously, he has completely 
misunderstood our message. 


The unemployed can’t wait any 
longer ” said Serge Havet, re- 
gional co-president for the 
Nord-Fhs de Calais region of 
AC!, one of the three pressure 
groups running the protest 
campaign. 

At another occupied office 
at Gennevilliers in the Paris sub- 
urbs, a protester said* “Eight bil- 
lion francs [£800m] for the 
World Cup, a billion francs for 
the unemployed Who's kidding 
who?" 

Mr Jospin made it dear that 
he expected the protesters to 
abandon the sit-ins, which have 
been snowballing since before 
Christmas, and allow the em- 
ployment offices to go back to 
work. The occupations had 
been legitimate, be said, as a 


way of drawing attention to the 
“anxieties and preoccupations’' 
of France’s 3 million jobless, in- 
cluding 1.2 million long-term 
unemployed. But such actions 
could be justified only for “a 
while” and the sit-ins should 
now end. 

Leaders of the demonstra- 
tions were considering the gov- 
ernment's proposals last night 
but all the indications were 
that the action would continue. 
This is the first time that the 
French unemployed have tak- 
en part in a sustained protest 
movement. One of the prob- 
lems facing Mr Jospins gov- 
ernment is that - unlike a strike 
by the employed - there is lit- 
tle incentive for the protesters 
to go back to doing nothing. 


The dispute has already ex- 
posed the fault-lines in Mr 
Jospin's coalition, with Com- 
mune and Green ministers pub- 
licly cheering on the protesters. 
The the central problem is that 
the protests strike at the heart of 
Mr Jospin's awkward boast to 
have kept his election promises 
from last May. He was elected on 
a commitment to help the un- 
employed and a pledge not to im- 
pose a freeze on public spending 
to meet the economic and mon- 
etary union targets. 

His decision to recognise 
the unemployed pressure 
groups also annoyed the mod- 
erate trades union federations, 
which regard themselves as the 
legitimate voice of the jobless. 

— John Lichfield. Paris 


Germany isn’t working and Kohl is in a fix 


Confronted by the spectacle of 
ever-lengthening dole queues. 
Chancellor Helmut Kohl con- 
ceded yesterday for the first 
time that his government will 
not fulfil its pledge to halve die 
number of unemployed by 2000. 

“It now appears this ab- 
solute goal will certainly not be 
achieved. But I am holding on 
to the goal of cutting unem- 


ployment as fast as possible." 
Mr Kohl first made his promise 
two years ago. At Lhe hallway 

mark to the mil le nnium , un- 
employment stands 500,000 
higher than two years ago. In re- 
cent months the Chancellor 
has been trying to wriggle out 
of his rash commitment. On cur- 
rent trends, even his new goal 
of merely t rimming the numbers 


might may soon have to be 
abandoned Yesterday saw pub- 
lication of the latest monthly fig- 
ures, showing again nothing 
but an inexorable rise, and set- 
ting another negative post-war 
record. According to the Fed- 
eral Labour Office, the sea- 
sonally adjusted jobless figure 
rose last month to 4 .54 milli on 
for the first time. The jobless 


rate is 11.9 per cent, twice as 
high as in Britain or the US. 

While the German econo- 
my, growing at 2.5 per cenL is 
set to expand further this year, 
experts anticipate little change 
in unemployment. Some pes- 
simists are even forecasting a 
rise to 5 million. There is every 
chance of Mr Kohl going to the 
polls in September with the 


worst record for any chancellor 
in post-war Germany. “We must 
simply change,” he declared 
yesterday as his party prepared 
to thrash out its election strat- 
egy behind closed doors. “We" 
in this case was meant to be 
Germany, as Mr Kohl does not 
see what he could have done 
better during his 16-year rule. 

Imre Kernses, Bonn 
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jBtNcw series oi t-nenas ? 

8 January on Sky One 


Independence Day 

Sky Movies Screen 2 


plus 


coming soon Five Nations Rugby 
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STEREO SATELLITE REGEIVR WITH 
48cm OR 60cm DISH _ r% _ 

• 100 channels/23 presets. DSxon ® Dea * 

• Parental lock. JH 40^ 
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Models at Munich feshion show wearing gala robes by GaJ Mattiolo, who used Venetian 
frescoes as patterns for the embroidered tops Photograph: Ursula Dueren 
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Only masculine ministers allowed 
in the French Cabinet 


•• -i 


Should a French Cabinet min- 
ister always be a “fe” even if, in 
other respects, she is a **4 j”? ‘Yfes, 
says the Academie fran^aise, die 
362-year-old police force for 
purity of the French language. 

In an open letter to President 
Jacques Chirac, the Academy 
has rebuked female members of 
the Jospin government for in- 
sisting on the title “ Madame la 
Ministre ”, even in official pub- 
lications. Nothing in their min- 
isterial powers, Lhe Academy 
thunders, “confers on them the 
right to amend, by their own 
will, the grammar and usages of 
the French language”. 

In French a mouse is always 
une souris , even if he is a male 
mouse, declares the Academy. 
A frog is always une grenvuiUe 
even when he is a male. Thus, 
it is clear that a French Cabinet 
minister must always be un 


ministre, even if she is a woman. 
“Le ministre" is a masculine 
word in French; the gender of 
the minister is irrelevant. 

The issue has been made 
more pressing by a record eight 
women in the Jospin Cabinet 
The Acad&niriens, sometimes 
known as the Immortals, are 
writers and scholars elected for 
life to pronounce on, among 
other things, proper grammat- 
ical usage. They include two 
women who have agreed nev- 
er to be called Acad&nidennes. 

They suggest female Cabinet 
members are not only commit- 
ting “grammatical nonsense" 
but undermining the feminist 
cause. By creating the neologism 
u la ministre ” they are segregat- 
ing themselves linguistically 
within the government. If that 
is what they want, it will lead to 
other “ridiculous" develop- 


ments such as “la premiere min- 
istre ” and “demagogic” devel- 
opments, current in Quebec 
and Belgium, the . Academy 
notes - such as “une icrivaine ” 
for writer, or “one sapeuse- 
pompiere ” for a female fire- 
fighter. The education minister, 
Sdgolfcne Royal, retorted yes- 
terday that the Academicians 
should accept that “nothing in 
society is fixed”. Certain words 
should be either feminine or 
masculine, according to the 
gender of the person involved. 

“When the academicians 
say masculine is a universal 
gender, I say to them gently but 
firmly ‘no’. Diversity is univer- 
sal," said Ms RoyaL “It may 
seem a daft debate ... But it be- 
trays the kind of conservatism 
which prevents societies from 
moving forward.” 

— John Lichfield, Paris 
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Man dies in 
Basque blast 


Mermaid’s head returned 


A conservative councillor in 
the Basque region in Spain 
died in a car-bomb explosion 
yesterday morning in what 
seems to have been the first at- 
tack this year by the separatist 
organisation Eta. 

Jose Ignacio Lrureta Goye- 
na, 35, who represented the rul- 
ing Popular Party in the Basque 
town of Zarauz, near San Se- 
bastian. was the fourth PP lo- 
cal politician to be killed in the 
past three years. 

The last victim was Jose Ltxis 
Caso from Renteria, shot in the 
head last December, and before 
that the killing of Miguel Angel 
Blanco in July brought millions 
out in protest against Eta 
violence. 

Some former Eta leaders, 
serving prison forms or in exile 
abroad, recently criticised the 
organisation’s terror tactics and 
urged steps towards dialogue 
with mainstream Basque na- 
tionalist forces. The government 
publicly insists dialogue is out 
of the question, and the con- 
stant stream of threats and at- 
tacks indicates that Eta’s 
hardliners remain in controL 
— Elizabeth Nash. Madrid 


The sawn-off head of Copenhagen’s little Mermaid statue 
was recovered yesterday and police said it was undergoing 
laboratory tests in the search for the vandals. 

The missing bead of the city’s best-loved monument and 
tourist attraction turned up in a box outside a television station. 

“Apart from the damage done by the saw which was used 
to cut off the statue’s head, it is in remarkably good condi- 
tion with only a few scratches," said detective chief superin- 
tendent Niels Abfldgaard. “The return of the missing- head 
does not mean that the case has been solved, so the search 
for the culprits is going on. We have a lot to investigate.” 

Reuters, Copenhagen 
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Cult leader ‘had chemicals’ 


Spanish police said yesterday that they had found poisonous 
chemicals at the home of an alleged doomsday cult leader 
which they believe were to be used in a mass suicide by her 
32 followers. 

Police spokesman Juan Antonio Perez said the German 
psychologist Heide Fittkau-Garthe, who was arrested on 
Wednesday when police foiled the suspected suicide plot, bad 
“brainwashed” her disciples and they would need to be “de- 
programmed". The group had planned to kin themselves at 
the top of Tenerife’s Teide volcano. 
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Moscow murder 


The director of the Rossiya Hotel in Moscow was shot dead 
yesterday in an apparent contract killing, police said. His pre- 
decessor had also been killed. Yevgeny Tkimbalistov, 49 was 
shot twice with a 9 mm handgun as he was leaving his home. 

—AP, Moscow 
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Canny D ewar plays patriot card for home for Scots MPs 
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HiSt£V ” *■ maWng: ^ headqUIr “" - N — e brewers (centre), which has been earmark as the site for *e Home Roie Pariiament 


Photograph: Colin McPherson 
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Scotind’s first The brewers will have moved 

parliment for 300 years out by April 1999, work on the 
is to#e built adjacent to ^ Ie ^ ^S* 11 soon after and Lhe 
HoNoodhouse, the aew Parliameo1 is due to be 

Qu<ps official wn^sleied by the second half of ; 7 ‘ . 

res Le nee in Edinburgh. However, that will leave the ” ■ ; . ' ' ■ 
Steffn Goodwin reports on Members of the Scottish '7 - 
wh? looks like a smart Parliament (MSPs) homeless 

dediion by Donald f ? r aMeasttw ° - veare frora ^eir , 

nJar rhl c election on 6 May 1999. Tern- >* 
e^ar, the Scottish porary halls being considered by ■ /f 

Pp e minister in the Scottish Office include the *. . / 

wiang*. city council chambers, the gen- 

/ eral assembly hall of the Church L • - \ >. 

I of Scotland and the old Royal 

Rkrt the Bruce held a par- High School on Gallon Hill. 
libent at Holyroodhouse in converted for use as a parlia- .■ ■■ 
lf6, Donald Dewar, the Sec- ment in the 1970s, though ac- . ‘ 
rpiy of State for Scotland, knowledged last year as too 
□toted oat yesterday as he be- small. „-. ! 

bolstering the significance The debating chamber will *. \ ■/ 
«|the chosen site for the Home be horseshoe-shaped rather ' /• 

file ParliamenL than the two sword lengths be- \ 

I Under fire from the Scottish tween opposing benches of the 
Rationalists, he was demon- Commons. This reflects Mr 7v ■ .■ 
frating his customary shrewd Dewar’s wish that the parlia- \\\ - r: 
|>uch. Calton Hill, the site ment should be “an endu ring 
?voured by the SNP and the symbol of the new politics”. A ’ ' l 7V 

liberal Democrats, might boast competition is to be held to ' ■ 

|n imposing collection of na- choose a designer for the build- J. ; 

Sonal monuments, but Holy- ing. Estimates for the cost of the V- ■ ■■ •• 

food has the more ancient building alone begin at £50m. Vr -' 

pedigree. Who better to cite with the total bill predicted to X t 

{ban the victor of Bannockburn? be around £80m - double the : * ,77 

I The four-acre site, at present top figure in last summer's ; ^ 

the headquarters of the brew- White Paper. •• 

-rs Scottish and Newcastle, lies Mr Dewar was originally • ij V’ , 

at the foot of the Royal Mile, thought to favour a site by 
running from Hdyroodbouse to Leith docks, acgacent to the new 7 : . .) . 
Edinburgh Castle. It has been Scottish Office building, while 
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; when future generations k»k to who on Thursday declared his 
I the derision.- they will applaud intention to stand for the new 
; th: choice to create a new sym- parliament, has skilfully avoid- 
i bd for Scottish democracy ..." ed a climb-down over Calton 
1 Holyrood only entered the Hill while getting his way for a 
riming just before Christmas, modem building. 
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Home sought for 
Welsh Assembly 
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! ^een joined over the tenors, marble columns and a \ 

■the headquarters of rity centre location -was first in Decide 

□g National Assem- his sights, but the council rejected : -r \ 

ss, which comes into a £3 5m offer as insufficient to |V£. .■! '■ .. ■. Visit yoilf 

year. meet the costs of relocation. 

itbority buildings at In the next few days, nine or- i 

Mold, and Ewloe in ganisations will pitch to have the 'k *, • *,; ? : 

a have come under assembly housed in the city. :v . . 

j Neath Port .Thibot Several sites are mooted in the v "^ %; :t - .;5/' ' 
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14/WORLD NEWS 


Blair says reforms 
will go Full Monty 


Tony Blair started his 
visit to Japan yesterday 
by promising “to go the 
Full Monty” in reforming 
the British economy. 

He also insisted that 
Britain's failure to join 
the first wave of 
European Monetary 
Union would do nothing 
to deter Japanese 
investment. Richard Lloyd 
Parry observed the 
response in Tokyo. 


In a cultural allusion that puz- 
zled many Japanese members of 
his audience, Mr Blair referred 
to the hit fflra about a group of 
unemployed northerners who 
make a living as strippers, in ex- 
plaining his vision for Britain. 

“When it comes to putting 
our economy on a secure foot- 
ing for the long term, we intend 
to go the Full Monty, to use the 


vernacular,” Mr Blair said at a 
dinner gathering of senior 
Japanese diplomats, business- 
men and politicians, few of 
.whom had the remotest idea 
what he was talking about. “To 
those who may not know what 
that means, it is an expression 
of absolute determination,” he 
added. 

Mr Blair and his team are in 
Japan for five days and, behind 
die polite diplomatic platitudes, 
they have two principal goals. 
The first is to dispel Japanese 
uoease about the Governments 
failure to take part in the first 
wave Of Emu, and to maintain 
Britain’s position as the leading 
beneficiary of Japanese invest- 
ment in Europe. On this count 
they yesterday claimed a prize. 

Within a few hours of land- 
ing in Tbkyo, Mr Blair an- 
nounced a project by Toyota, 
which will expand its engine 
plant in Deeside, creating 310 
jobs with an investment of 
£150nL This was especially wel- 
come given the fiiss last year 


when Ibyota’spresident. Hiroshi 
Okuda, hinted that Britain’s 
absence from Emu would jeop- 
ardise inward investment. 

“This underlies the view of 
much Japanese business that 
Britain is the most competitive 
place for manufacturing cars in 
Europe,” said Mr Blair. “[The 
ability of] Japanese companies 
to trade with the rest of Europe 
in the euro will be assured.” 

But he failed to point out that 
the Deeside plant will be sup- 
plying engines to a much bigger 
car factory, awarded to France 
after Britain's attempt to win it 
failed last month. And few an- 
alysts believe that Britain is like- 
ly to win any more big auto 
investments in the medium term, 

Mr Blair's second goal is to 
replace the typical Japanese 
perception of Britain, as a pic- 
turesque, traditional (and of 
pageantry, fog and Beatrix Pot- 
ter, and focus, m Mr Blair’s 
words, on “Britain's creativity, 
vigour and youth, its dynamism 
today”. 



Outcasts: Two Vietnamese boys peer out from behind the fence at Pillar Point refugee camp in. Hong Kong. The island authorities yesterday 
scrapped the rule allowing boat people to stay in Hong Kong while applying for refugee status Photograph: Peter " 


Sometimes 

IT’S EASIER 
TO TALK 
TO SOMEONE 
YOU 

DON’T LIKE. 
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When you have a problem, it’s the 
most natural thing in the world to want 
to talk it through with someone. 

Sometimes, though, this creates 
another problem: who’s the best person 
to confide in? 

An obvious choice would be a close 
friend. But let’s face it, we don’t always 
choose our friends for their amazing 
powers of tact, diplomacy and 
discretion. Tell one person, and you may 
end up telling the world. 

You may be lucky enough to be able 
to talk to someone in your family. Then 
again, you may be one of the large 
number of people who find talking to 
your nearest and dearest agonisingly 
embarrassing. 

A girlfriend or boyfriend? If you can, 
great. But sometimes we don’t want to 
expose our weaknesses to those who 
fancy us. 

And sometimes your relationship is 


the very problem you want to discuss. 

That’s where The Samaritans can be 
useful. We’re more discreet than your 
best mate, we’ll listen as carefully as 
your girlfriend or boyfriend, and we’re as 
sympathetic as your family. We’re also 
non-judgemental, unshockable, and 
extremely experienced. 

Our national number is 0345 90 90 90 , 
and you can e-mail us on 
jo@samaritans.org or visit our 
homepage at www.samaritans.org. 
We’re available 24 hours a day, every 
day of the year. 

And you don’t have to be climbing 
up the walls before you call us - any 
kind of problem, big or small. Is a good 
enough reason to pick up the phone. 

Call now. You’ll find we’re 
remarkably easy to talk to. 

The Samaritans 


' Vl - ! go tnrougn ic with you. 


US air traffic controllers 
forced to use pen and pape 


Fear of flying in the United 
States was fuelled further yes- 
terday after aviation authorities 
in Oakland, California, re- 
vealed that the computerised 
air traffic control system cov- 
ering the Pacific collapsed for 
no less than 16 hours earlier this 
week. 

The video display system 
that tracks all aircraft crossing 
from the American West Coast 
to destinations in Hawaii and 
South-east Asia suffered a to- 
tal failure when engineers were 
trying to install new software. 
Roughly 500 aircraft, many of 
the jumbo jets, were affected, 
officials said. 

During the Pacific black- 
out, which began on Wednesday 


evening; traffic controllers at the 
Oakland centre were reduced to 
tracking the progress of planes 
with pen and paper. 

Government officials insist- 
ed that passengers were not se- 
riously imperiled, in part 
because of the sheer size of the 
airspace involved - 18 million 
square miles, or one tenth of the 
Earth's surface. 

The controllers themselves 
expressed concern, however. 
“Was there any real danger 
that two planes would collide? 
No. Was there an increase in the 
potential danger? Yes,” said 
Mike Ballard, president of the 
Oakland chapter of the National 
Air Traffic Controllers’ 
Association. 


The software installibn 
that caused the fritz is paqof 
a nationwide effort by thiUS 
government to upgrade aiair 
traffic control system thatias 
long been criticised for beingn- 
tiquated and prone to nit- 
down. 

Another control collate 
caused major delays and rerct- 

ings across the Midwest just k- 

fore Christmas. 

Blaming the Federal Ac- 
tion Authority for this week's i- 
cident, Mr Ballard comraente 
“It’s another example of tt 
FAA’s failure to modernise in 
timely manner, which is leavin 
the public at risk”. 

— David Usbomi 
New Yorl 


S Leone job 
for ex-envoy 

Britain yesterday appointed 
a retired diplomat as the its 
special representative to 
Sierra Leone. 

John Flynn. 60, a former 
ambassador to Angola, will 
work with the United 
Nations and regional 
officials to galvanise 
regional and international 
efforts to restore the 
emocratically elected 
government of President 
Ahmed Tejan Kabbah. 

His first task will be to 
convene a meeting of in- 
terested parties at the Unit- 
ed Nations in New York on 
Thursday, said Robin Cook, 
the Foreign Secretary. 

The democratically 
elected government of Kab- 
bah was overthrown by a 
military coup last May. 

An agreement between 
the military junta and mem- 
bers of the Economic Com- 
munity of West African 
States to restore Kabbah to 
office by April appears 
stalled 

Afi London 

Shelling out 

An egg with a series of 
mottled brown ridges that 
appear to spell out “Allah 
is great" in Arabic will go 

on display in a mosque in 
Cape Town, one of the men 
who found the egg said 
yesterday. 

The egg was bought 
from a fanner on Monday 
by a group of Muslims bold- 
ing religious classes at Mac- 
casar, about 40 miles from 
Cape Town. 

One of the men, Faizel 
Eksteen, 45, said the word- 
ing was a sign that God ex- 
ists. “If I see an atheist 
now, I will shew him proof,” 
said Eksteen. 

The egg has been hand- 
ed over to a mosque in 
Cape Town’s Woodstock 
suburb and will be displayed 
there, Eksteen said adding 
that he hoped that it could 
then go on a tour of the 
Cape Town area. 

— AP, Cope Town 


Observers endorse 
Kenyan elections 


An observer group drawn from 
Kenya’s main Western aid 
donors gave a qualified en- 
dorsement on Friday to the 
East African country’s multi- 
party elections, saying they re- 
flected the will of the people, 
despite flaws. 

The Donors' Democratic 
Development Group, which in- 
cludes European Union mis- 
sions and the United States, 
commended the discipline and 
determination of Kenyan voters. 

In a two-page statement the 
observers highlighted a series of 
problems with the election be- 
fore their conclusion. 

“As to an overall assessment 
of the election, we note the con- 


clusion of the domestic ob- 
servers that the results on the 
whole reflect the wishes of the 
Kenyan people. Based on our 
own election observation exer- 
cise, this conclusion seems jus- 
tified and reasonable.” the 
statement said. 

The Western observers sail 
political reforms passed late is 
year came too late to be proj 
eriy implemented and access 1 
opposition parties lo state mj 
dia was too limited. The o 
servers deplored briber 
intimidation and some instanc 
of violence on polling day ai 
cited a shortage of ballots as t : 
main problem. 

— Reuters. Nair 
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Kraken or tree trunk? Mystery blob from the deeps confounds the experts 


iSLfik-j 


= ; Tts -^ y 


strollers 
i and pape* 


-Tur^.r 


Is it Si dead dinosaur? A 
rotting shark? The last 
remains of Mr Slobby? 
One thing's sure - it’s 
big. smelly and on a 
Tasmanian beach. 
Beyond that, says Charles 
Arthur , Science Editor, 
nobody seems to want 
to commit themselves. 


Is it a nimal , vegetable, or min- 
eral? We can at least say Lhat 
it’s not mineral. But for the mo- 
ment, ft is very hard to be any 
more specific about this huge 
mass of matter that washed up 
on Four Mile Beach in Tas- 
mania earlier this week. 

Despite the recent dis- 
agreement between the BBC 
and Noel Edmonds, this is not 
believed to be the corpse of Mr 
Blobby, sacrificed as an offer- 
ing to the Gods of Program- 
ming. But if you do happen to 
have lost a twenty-foot, four- 
tonne, fishy- smelling, fibre- 
covered object apparently 
sporting at least six tentady legs 
(or leggy tentacles) recently, 
maybe you could get in touch 
with the coastguard there. 

Id the meantime, scientists 
are puzzling over what this ... 
Blob could be. In Lhe past, de- 
caying objects that have 
fetched up on beaches have 
been identified as ro tring whale 
blubber, which does dehydrate 
to form leather fibres hke those 
visible in the photograph. How- 
ever, you don’t usually get 
‘Tegs” or “tentacles” in blubber. 

Marine biologists are used 
to getting asked about strange 
beached objects. There is cer- 
tainly a recurrence of things 
about 15 to 20 feet long being 
washed up," said Oliver Crim- 
men of the Natural History 
Museum yesterday. 

Certainly. Reports have 
come from as far apart as 
Scotland, Russia, New Zealand 
and South Africa, and positive 
identification (if you can be 
positive of something so form- 



Some thing fishy: The mysterious object found on a Tasmanian beach. It may be a giant squid. On the other hand, it may be something else .„. 


less) at least back to the 1920s. 

“They generally turn out to 
be rotting basking sharks.” ex- 
plained Mr Crimmen. 

Aha! So could the Blob be 
an ex-shark? “They can grow 
up to 34 feet, and rot down to 
something like a sea monster,” 
said Mr Crimmen. “Of course. 


whales can too ... and ele- 
phant seals ... and squids..” 

Yes, but what about this 
one? “Hmm. Well, judging 
from the photos, and what 
they show of the Tegs' and ‘hair’ 
-well, they don’t add up to the 
decomposition of any known 
organism. We haven't ascer- 


tained vet even whether if s aa 
animal. The fact that it is re- 
ported to smell fishy doesn't 
mean much - any marine thing 
with sediment and weed is go- 
ing to smell. What we really 
need is some clue about what's 
inside.” 

Scientists in Tasmania are 


reported to be planning DNA 
tests on their mysterious lump. 
Mr Crimmen reckons though 
that this is “rather like doing a 
DNA test on a corpse before 
you've checked its packets". He 
suggests that the first step is to 
look for any bones or other 
skeletal tissue. Although from 


its appearance he reckons it has 
been rotting in the water for 
“several weeks", even the car- 
tilage of a basking shark will 
survive, especially the spine - 
and the picture does seem to 
show a spine curving away (at 
the top right). 

The most exciting possibil- 


ity would be if this is the car- 
cass of a plesiosaur, a dinosaur 
which had a long neck and pad- 
dle-like limbs. But to be sure, 
someone has to poke it with a 
stick and find some bones. 
The best efforts in Tasmania 
haven't turned any up yet 
And in the end ft might all 


Photograph: Rick Eaves 

turn out not to be an animal at 
all. “That fibrous matter could 
mean ...well, we can't rule out 
that if s not the bole of a man- 
grove tree,” said Mr Crira- 
men. “But when I showed it to 
a botanist he didn’t recognise 
it.” Clearly, he’s in good 
company. 


The end is nigh ... but not for a while 
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arc PndorSE The universe Is getting 
CIlUVNi bigger -and nothing 

, a is ever, ever going to 

CtlOHS Stop it. It's good news, 

’ . - as long as you don’t 

mind the lights going 
. out 100 billion 

a .rv years from now, says 

* Charles Arthur. 


The end is not nigh. According 
to scientists’ latest findings, the 
universe is going to continue ex- 
panding unstoppably in the 
same way that ft began from the 
Big Bang about 15 billion years 
ago. 

Why? Because there’s not 


enough mass in creation to 
stop it. 

The finding that the “Big 
Bang" is not going to be fol- 
lowed by a “Big Crunch”, in 
which the universe reverses it- 
self and starts shrinking again, 
was reached by five teams of as- 
tronomers which each used dif- 
ferent techniques to measure 
the mass of the universe. 

The result means, according 
to Ruth Daly, a Princeton Uni- 
versity astronomer, that “it is 
quite dear now that tbe universe 
will expand forever.” 

This is good news in most re- 
spects, though it has to be tem- 
pered by one point. In about 
100 billion years, entropy will 
have won its constant battle 


with energy and matter, and all 
the stars will have burnt out: ii 
will be cold and dark, “with 
nothing left but rocks." said Ms 
Daly. 

If the universe contained 
sufficient mass, then tbe force 
of gravity would eventually slow 
and then reverse tbe outward 
expansion of the boundaries of 
space and time begun by the Big 
Bang - much like a ball rolling 
into a U-shaped valley will roll 
up the sides, but in time falls 
downwards again. Some scien- 
tists have theorised that the uni- 
verse could have gooe through 
endless cycles of “bangs" and 
“crunches”. 

For years, astronomers have 
argued over this point, which in 


their terminology, is whether the 
universe is “closed”, and so 
will crunch, or “open" and will 
always expand. (A third possi- 
bility exists: that it is perfectly 
balanced between both states. 
But the chances of that would 
be like flipping a colossal coin 
and having it land on a razor- 
sharp edge.) 

Tlie study teams were based 
at Princeton. Yale, the 
Lawrence Berkeley National 
Laboratory and the Harvard- 
Sraithsonian Astrophysics In- 
stitute. and reported iheir 
findings to ihe American As- 
tronomical Society meeting. 

Neta Bahcall, working with 
a second Princeton ream, said 
her studies of the largest struc- 


tures in the universe - im- 
mense clusters of hundreds of 
galaxies, each with billions of 
stars - show the universe is too 
lightweight ever to “crunch”: “it 
has only about 20 percent of the 
mass needed to close.” she 
said. 

Peter Gamavich of the Har- 
vard-Smiihsonian Center for 
Astrophysics, Saul Perlmuiterof 
the Lawrence Berkeley Na- 
tional Laboratory and Bradley 
Schaefer of Yale studied su- 
pemovae. which arc exploding 
stars, to measure the rate of ex- 
pansion of the universe. 

By looking very, very deep 
into the universe, the as- 
tronomers were ahle to measure 
the rate of expansion early 


in the history of the cosmos. 

Speed of the expansion over 
time is essential for estimating 
Lhe density of matter in the uni- 
verse and. thus, determining if 
the expansion will continue. 
Mr Gamavich said his team is 
at least 95 percent certain now 
lhat the “the density of matter 
is insufficient to halt the ex- 
pansion of the universe." 

Some of the supemovae 
studied by the astronomers are 
the farthest stellar explosions 
ever sighted. 

Ms DaJy used still another 
system, measuring the distance 
and motion of radio “hot 
spots", intense sources of nat- 
ural radio signals that are emit- 
ted from verv hot stars. 


A warm glow from the universe's distant past 
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Ancient heat: Images obtained by the COBE satellite showing the background infrared radiation. The right picture represents heat left over from the earty days of creation Photograph: Nasa 
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' « The eatire night sky is actually 
$ awash in infrared light, some of 
which was emitted when the 
universe was just one billion 
years old - a time when the first 
■Uy stars and galaxies began to light 
- - up an otherwise dark cosmos. 
r The latest finding, from the 
Cosmic Background Explorer 
(COBE) satellite, “represents a 
really exciting era in the histo- 


ry of the universe," said Eli 
Dwek of Nasa. The results were 
presented yesterday to the 
American Astronomical Society 
in Wbshington. 

The picture on the left, 
above, shows the total intensi- 
ty-of infrared light in every di- 
rection in the sky - a total of 
some two billion individual 
measurements. The middle pic- 


ture shows it after subtracting 
the “local" effects of light scat- 
tered from debris in the Solar 
System. The right picture shows 
whar's left after subtracting the 
glow of the Milky Way galaxy. 

What is left appears as a 
nearly uniform background 
“glow” of infrared radiation. 
The researchers compared the 
task to listening for a quiet back- 


ground hum in a noisy shopping 
mall. 

Astronomers say the finding 
will help explain how the first 
stars and galaxies formed after 
the Big Bang, the colossal ex- 
plosion which marked the be- 
ginning of the universe some 15 
billion years ago. Though the 
initial Big Bang fireball was 
unimaginably bright, ii eventu- 


al lv laded to black as the visi- 
ble light ga\ e way to invisible in- 
frared rays. 

The COBE result "is idling 
u> :tl> >ut lhe first activity that oc- 
curred | in lhe early universe J - 
whal 1 wi»uld call the end i if the 
dark age." said Sir Martin Rees, 
a Cambridge asirophysivisl and 
the current Astronomer Rt yal. 
“This is an important clue to 


when the first stars formed, and 
how many stars formed before 
ihe galaxies we observe were ac- 
tually assembled. 

Eli Dwek added: “For the 
firei time, we’ve detected a sig- 
nificant fraction of all the light 
lhat was emitted by all the stars, 
oter the entire hision of the 

universe." 

— Dan Falk. Washington 
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He’s clever, but 
has the man in 
the Foreign Office 
got a heart? 


Robin Cook is back in the 
headlines. Stories about his 
private life have resurfaced, just as 
he takes on the task of running 
the presidency of the European 
Union for six months. Our 
correspondent assesses the 
Foreign Secretary’s record in 
office so far. 

He has just completed eight high-profile 
months in office. His six months in the Eu- 
ropean limelight are just getting under way. 
And he has now made plain that he does 
not seek to return to Srotland to bid for 
the top job there. In short: Robin Cook 
looks set to be Foreign Secretary for the 
long haul. So far, the bouquets and the 
brickbats have landed in almost equal abun- 
dance. The next sis months will make it dear 
whether he will come to be admired or re- 
viled in greater measure. 

Once upon a time, it did not very much 
matter which European Union country was 
in the presidential hot seat. Things pro- 
gressed much as they had always done. Now, 
however, the rotating presidency of this 
huge and powerful club carries real weight 
Britain will certainly be judged on its per- 


BY STEVE 
CRAWS HAW 


formance in keeping the EU show on the 
road until the end of June. It now has a six- 
month tilt at glory - and Mr Cook, for bet- 
ter or worse, will be leading the charge. 

He starts the year off with reasonable 
omens, after a curate’s egg of 1997. Most 
notable on the debit side was the diplomatic 
disaster of the row with India after his off- 
the-cuff comments on Kashmir, just ahead 
of a visit by the Queen. 

But even on ethical issues, which should 
be Mr Cook's strongest suit, the record re- 
mains undear. In Nigeria, the threat of 
tougher action against the regime is con- 
stantly dangled, but never quite becomes 
real. In Indonesia, too, the jury is out. Mr 
Cook’s visit there in September was in- 
tended to provide the flagship of his ethi- 
cal policy. But Mr Cook did not want to 
push things too for. 

A meeting between Mr Cook and the 
trade unionist. Much tar Pakpahan - who 
feces a prison sentence because of his pub- 
lic criticism of President Suharto - was 
called off at the last moment. According 
to various official versions, this was either 
fa) because of a court appearance by Mr 
Pakpahan (which was over by the time Mr 
Cook arrived) or (b) because of lack of time 
or (c) because of Mr Pakpahan’s illness or 
(d) why are you still asking questions, when 
we've already given you a dear answer? All 
that can confidently be said is that, when 
I visited Mr Pakpahan in his guarded hos- 
pital room on the first evening of Mr Cook’s 
visit, he was exdtedly expecting the meet- 
ing the next day. Indonesian officials lat- 
er made plain they regarded a meeting with 
the loathed Mr Pakpahan as a snub too far. 

None of which may be the end of the 


world. Every politician is forced to make 
compromises. The contradictions only 
arise if the public propaganda insists that 
the government is a compromise- free 
zone. This week came the latest compro- 
mise-thaL-wasn’t: the leading former Chi- 
nese dissident, Wei Jingsheng, now based 
in the United States, was unable to meet 
the Foreign Secretary, who was said to be 
too busy. Officials insist that there is ab- 
solutely no connection between this lack of 
time and the undeniable fact that China 
would go gently berserk if Mr Cook, who 
visits P&king later this month, were to meet 
Mr Wei. 

In reality, the connection is dear, if Britain 
was determined to send a strong signal of 
support, then even a two-minute photo- 
opportunity with Mr Cook would suffice. 

■ Mr Cook sometimes still gives the im- 
pression that he regards even lightly implied 
criticism as demonstrating hostile intent. 
Admi ttedly, the photographers’ long lens- 
es which (together with a phone-call from 
Alastair Campbell, the Downing Street 
press secretary) helped trigger the end of 
his marriage have meant that he is under- 
standably not fond of the media. His wife 
has now rubbed public salt in the marital 
wo unds, claiming that the affair with his sec- 
retary Gaynor Regan was not his first, and 
noting that it is ‘'selfish that men should 
expect it all”. 

None the less, Mr Cook's prickliness pre- 
dates his domestic dramas. When an in- 
terviewer on BBC Radio Four’s Today asked 
an innocuous question about the tightrope 
act of support for commerce vs ethical poli- 
cies. Mr Cook dismissed the question as 
“facile". When a Channel Four News in- 
terviewer raised doubts about policy on 
Nigeria, Mr Cook's crushing response 
suggested that be regarded the question it- 
self as illegitimate. Making the question- 
er look foolish sometimes seems more 
important to him than persuading people 
to accept his point of view. 

(One almost feels obliged to insert an 
explanatory footnote: Dear Foreign Sec- 
retary, yes I do support the idea of an eth- 
ical foreign policy. But I hope it is 
permissible to raise what seem to be im- 
portant questions, without being regarded 
as a Malicious Moron. Apologies in ad- 
vance, yours etc.) 

Tb be fair, there are indications that Mr 
Cook’s prickliness (which is evenly spread; 
anybody who bas ever asked a sensitive 
question has received a tetchy answer) is 
directed especially towards journalists, 
who many would regard as fair game. But 
if Mr Cook were to combine his charac- 
teristic impatience with the traditional 
British hauteur on European issues in the 
□ext six months, the results could be lethal. 
One of the reasons that Margaret Thatch- 
er got so little out of Europe was because 
she never understood that there may be 
more than one way of looking at things. 
Europeans do not like being lectured by the 
least enthusiastic member of the EU team 
on how they should improve their game - 
a lesson that Britain has still not folly 
understood. 

For the moment, things have got off to 
a not-bad start. Britain - at the prompting 
of Germany, though that bit got lost some- 
where along the way - is keen for the EU 
to take an initiative to stem the horrors in 
Algeria. That is a good thing - if only in 
the sense that any initiative is better than 
none. This time (in sharp contrast to the 



Foreign affairs: Robin Cook with his secretary and lover, Gaynor Regan 
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beginning of the wars of Yugoslavia, with 
absurd talk of “The Hour of Europe" ), no- 
body thinks Europe has a neat, off-the-peg 
solution. Greater modesty is in order. 

The change in tone towards an ethical 
foreign policy could still bear fruit - on a 
drip-drip basis, not necessarily with spec- 
tacular fireworks. 

Admittedly, some in the Foreign Office 
remain sceptical. "Pragmatism" is a word 
that diplomats are very attached id. But Mr 
Cook is responsible for his own hesitations, 
too; it's not just a I&s, Minister culture. He 


still seems reluctant to admit that there ore 
hesitations. 

Meanwhile, paradoxically, there is lit- 
tle boasting about the small indications that 
things really have changed, beyond the 
soundbite rhetoric. Thus, for example, 
Mr Cook has upgraded diplomats' regular 
consultations and training sessions with hu- 
man rights groups - in what many at tbe 
Amnesty International regard as clear ev- 
idence of a change in attitude. And yet, the 
Foreign Office is deeply reluctant to dis- 
cuss those sessions, as though they were 


faintly shameful. Support given by Britain 
to democratic media, for example in Ser- 
bia and in Nigeria, has been almost equal- 
ly discreet. 

AH of which matters. Everybody agrees 
that Mr Cook is enormously clever. On the 
question of whether he also has a heart, 
opinions are divided. If he proves better at 
point-scoring than dialogue, few of his Eu- 
ropean colleagues will be impressed. But 
if it turns out that he has a heart as well as 
a brain, then both Britain and Europe could 
stand to benefit. 


His wife 
decides to- 
put things j 
straight i 

■ ;■ _ -|a 

The estranged wife of Robin 
Cook, the Foreign Secretary,' • 
has alleged that he had several- 
affairs during their marriage.. 
She has also said chat she kriert 
about his relationship with- his 
secretary, for whom he left _ j 
her. Andrew Buncombe reports. ) 

When the Foreign Secretary announced' 
last year he was leaving his wife for his 
secretary, Gaynor Regan, Margaret 
Cook was the epitome of- dignified 
reserve. She even blamed the break-up 
on Tbiy NHS cuts ana praised L; her 
husband’s political skills. ■ -t 

But Mis Cook appears to have de- 
cided it is time to put some things 
str aigh t in a forthcoming book she 
claims Ms Regan was not the first 
woman with whom her husband bad, bad 
an affair. < 

In the book, Westminster Women, by 
Linda McDougafl. wife of the Labour 
MP Austin Mitchell, Mrs Cook claims 
that she and her husband stayed to- 
gether despite him having several af- 
fairs. She claims she also knew about 
the affair with his secretary. 

Yesterday, as some sections oftbe 
media launched a search for these al- 
leged other women, Mr Cook (was 
having a “normal working day”. 

A Foreign Office spokesman said: 
“Mr Cook said all he had to say about 
the break-up of his marriage last Au- 
gust He is getting on with the hard work 
required by his busy job as Foreign Sec- 
retary and building a new private life." 

Mr Cook took the decision to leave 
hfs wife when he learnt that a Sunday 
newspaper was about to reveal details 
of his affair. In the forthcoming book 

Mrs Cook reveals that her husband was 
informed of this by Tony Blair’s pres 
secretary, Alastair Campbell, who rang 
the Foreign Secretary as the Cooks were 
on their way to Heathrow Airport for 
a riding holiday in Montana. 

Mr Cook informed his wife that their 
marriage was over in a VIP room at Ter- 
minal 4, Heathrow: Mr Campbell yes- 
terday denied he had told Mr Cook that 
he had to stay in Britain. 

Mrs Cook, 52, a consultant haema- 
tologist, yesterday said through her 
lawyers: "The stories in today’s press re- 
late to things which were said ... at the 
time of my marriage break-up. No re- 
cent statement has been made by me . 

“As 1 said at the time of the break- 
up, ray husband has always been a first- 
rate parliamentarian and as expected he 
bas proved to be a highly distinguished. 
Foreign Secretary. Other matters are no 
concern of the public ... Robin and I 
now lead separate lives and T would re- 
quest that we are allowed to get on with 
our respective jobs in peace.” 

Mrs Cook, who has two children, 
also claims Tbny Blair sent her a letter 
in which he said that he and bis wife, 
Cherie, were sad about the pressures 
she face d, but omitted to say be was sor- 
ry that the marriage was over. 

On a television programme, a tie-in 
to the book and also called Westminster 
Women, to be shown this Sunday, Mrs 
Cook says: “1 think women are emo- 
tionally much more mature than men. 
I also think that they don’t regress either 
when they reach a certain age." 



1 




Dissident fears Cook puts 


before ethics 




Get Lost! 

at the biggest contemporary art fair in Britain 

The London Contemporary Art Fair 

21-25 January 1998 


Business Design Centre Upper Street Islington Green London N1 OQH 

Box office: 0121 767 4818 

Tickets: Pre-book S7JS0 On the door. £10.00 

THE INDEPENDENT INDE £EJ&P ENT 




Wei: Democracy and human rights ensure stability 


Wei Jingsheng, China’s 
leading dissident until his 
departure for the United 
States last year, had 
hoped for a meeting with 
Robin Cook during his 
visit to London this 
week. But the Foreign 
Secretary was too busy — 
at least until he is safety 
back from China. Steve 
Crawshaw talked to a man 
who is looking for more 
signs of change from 
Western leaders. 

“Of course I want to return to 
China. The government would 
not let me do so now. But I 
think that change will come 
soon, people in China feel that 
they have had enough.” 

Wei Jingsheng is more opti- 
mistic than many about the 
prospects for change in China. 
Some argue that most Chinese 
people are now more interested 
in business and making ends 
meet than in politics. But he in- 
sists that "90 per cent" seek 
change. “Everybody is adversely 
affected by politics - even mil- 
lionaires.” 


The 47-year-old Mr Wei - a 
guest in this country of Amnesty 
International - has been known 
as China's Nelson Mandela. 
Like Mr Mandela, he seemed 
destined to spend almost his en- 
tire life in jail. He was jailed in 
1979 for criticising the then 
Chinese leader Deng Xiaoping 
-and released in 1993 just afew 
months before his full 15-year 


sentence was up. After just two 
years at liberty, be was again in 
1995 jailed for 14 years on 
charges of subversion. 

He suffered both physical 
and mental torture. But his 
worst moments were worrying 
about his family. “I knew that 
my family and friends could be 
in trouble by association. I wor- 
ried about that an awful lot." 


In November last year he 
was freed on “medical parole”. 
He suffers from high blood 
pressure and a heart condi- 
tion. His release came just a few 
weeks after a meeting between 
the Chinese President Jiang 
Zemin and President Bill Clin- 
ton in Washington- US officials 
had made it clear a return vis- 
it by Mr Clinton would be dif- 
ficult if Mr Wei was still in jail. 

Mr Wei had requested a 
meeting with Robin Cook, but 
Mr Cook's office said it was not 
possible to fit this in. Mr Cook 
is due to visit Peking later this 
month, and is hoping for high- 
level meetings with Chinese 
government leaders. A meeting 
with Mr Wei would have jeop- 
ardised those mee ting s , though 
British officials insist that the 
time factor (the meeting was 
originally requested before 
Christmas) was the only reason 
a meeting cannot take place now. 
Mr Wei was sca thing about what 

he sees as the West's continued 
failure to press China hard on 
human rights. He linked the non- 
meeting with Mr Cook to poli- 
tics. “Because of business, they 
wantto keep a distance from me. 
I think it’s a pity." 

Foreign Office minister 
Derek Patched; will meet Mr 


Wei on Monday; a meeting with 
Mr Cook is likely to take place 
at a later date. Mr Wei called for 
a strong stance by Mr Cook 
when he goes to Peking this 
month: “Western countries talk 
about the democratic move- 
ment But in real terms they 
don’t give it enough support" 

Mr Wei, a former electrician 
at Peking Zoo, was arrested in 
1979 for “counter-revolutionary 
propaganda and incitement", a 
reference to his advocacy of ^ 
peaceful political change- He 
was denounced by Deng 
Xiaoping, and responded by 
writing an article entitled 
"Democracy or new Autocra- 
cy?” which directly criticised 
Deng himself, and was pasted 
up on Peking’s Democracy 
Wall. Mr Wei argued that all 
China’s economic progress 
would be meaningless without 
democracy and human rights. 

It is a view that he still holds 
strongly today: “The economic 

crisis has some impact in China- 
It has an impact on people's 
livelihoods. Bui more important 
is the political aspect. People said 
you don’t need human rights and 
democracy - that you can be 
prosperous without a democra- 
tic system. But democracy and 
human rights ensure stability.* 
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Tumbling, flying, 
twirling with ease 



The Grail shines with a soft purple radiance: final scene from the 1882 premiere of ‘ParsifaJ’. as captured in a lithograph by C Ritter after a photograph by J Albert AKG London 


There are 499 stories in the ever expanding world of 
opera. This has been one of them... 


The world's first opera - 
Peri's ‘La Dafoe' - made 
its debut 400 years ago 
this month. Since then 
the number of titles has 
grown well into the 
thousands. Antony Peattie, 
co-editor of ‘Kobbe’, the 
opera-goers’ bible, 
explains how, for the 
latest edition, he and 
Lord Harewood 
narrowed the choice . 
down to just 499. 

Gustave Kobbe's The Complete 
Opera Book was first published 
in America in 1919. the year af- 
ter its author had been killed in 
a freak boating accident off 
Long Island. It was never, can 
never be, ^complete", since 
choices have to be made. Even 
with extra entries added by 
Ferruccio Bonavia, the original 
edition still covered only 1 10 op- 
eras in detail. 

Since 1954, Kobbe has been 
through three revisions under the 
editorship of Lord Harewood. 
former managing director (lat- 
er chairman) of English National 
Opera and founder of Opera 
magazine. His last ( 19S7) edition 
covered over 300 operas. The bl- 
est edition, co-edited by Lord 
Harewood and myself, drops the 
word “complete" - it’s now re- 
named The New Kobbe's Opera 
Book - but covers 499 titles. It 


omits rather more, of course, in- 
cluding some 50 by Vivaldi. 60 
by Alessandro Scarlatti... Fur- 
ther omissions will irritate those 
with a copyright axe to grind 
(“What, no Respighi?"), cultists 
and excessively broadminded 
bien-pensants. You can have 
hours of fun going “Tsk. tsk". 

Kobbe’s own style was 
marked by conviction: he be- 
lieved in his choices and did not 
hesitate to enliven plot sum- 
maries with personal reminis- 
cences of performances: “I was 
a boy when, more than 40 yeans 
ago. I first heard Fidetio in Wies- 
baden. But I still remember the 
thrill, when that trumpet call split 
the air with the message that the 
Minister of State was in sigh* and 
that Leonore bad saved her 
husband.” 

On thcother hand when the 
Grail is disclosed in Act 1 of 
W&gner's Parsifal, Kobbe claims 
that it “shines with a soft pur- 
ple radiance that diffuses itself 
throughout the ball": having wit- 
nessed the opera's premiere 
staging at the composer’s own 
festival theatre in Bayreuth on 
26 July 1882, he assumed that 
its effects would be reproduced 
at all subsequent performances. 

A native New Yorker. Kob- 
b&'s selection was largely dic- 
tated by the repertoire of New 
York’s Metropolitan Opera. A 
fascinating document of its time, 
Kobbe found room for six operas 
by Meyerbeer and as many by 
Mascagni Italian opera domi- 


nates the lists, with now gener- 
ally forgotten works by Zando- 
nai, Leoni. ManeinelJi and 
Franchetti. Where now are Er- 
langer. Bnineau. FA Tier. Xavier 
Hemy Napoleon Leroux. Gunv 
bourg. Nessler. ThuiUe? As for 
“new" works, where are such 
novelties as Frederick Shep- 
herd Conv erse's Sacrifice. John 
Adams Hugo s Temple Dancer or 
Charles Wakefield Cadman's 
Shanoeis ? When we looked at 
contemporary operas. Lord 
Harewood and I agreed that, to 
qualify for inclusion, they had to 
have been given an independent 
second production, since pre- 
mieres are so often occasioned 
by pious, political reasons t eg the 
composer is Welsh: it's the 
Columbus quincentenary I. Like 
all the best rules, it w as there to 
be broken, and I was relieved 
when Lord Harewood assured 
me that he thought consistency 
“an over-rated virtue". 

Of the Mozart operas. Koh- 
be originally featured only Figaro. 
Don Giovanni and The Magic 
Flute. Bonavia added Die Ent- 
fuhntng { Italianised as U Seraglio ) 
under “Recent and Revived Op- 
eras" -squeezed between Mes- 
sager’s Madame Chrysamheme 
and Rimsfcy-Korsakov's Ivan die 
Terrible. Cost fan time scrapes in 
later still: “The Mozart revival has 
called attention to this slight but 
delightful opera". Bui the 
courage to make such judge- 
ments is unique to Kobbe. ft still 
distinguishes it from such heavy- 


weight rivals as The New Grow 
Dictionary of Opera < four vol- 
umes. 1992. £550 > and The l iking 
Dictionary of Open) (one volume. 
1993. £60). which aim at com- 
pleteness. use many different ex- 
perts and eschew personal 
experience of performance. 

As the editor of Kobbe. Lord 
Harewood has brought to hear 
on the entire repertory hLs vast, 
unparalleled experience, gained 
in senior roles not just at ENO 
but also at the Royal Opera, the 
Edinburgh Festival and Opera 
North. 1 was brought in alter the 
sudden death in June JWo of 
Nicholas John. ENO's drama- 
turge. He was due to re-edit Kob- 
be and I'm sure it w.,.uld have 
been remarkable: he planned to 
cov er Hasse ( I ^9- 1 7N3) as well 
asGraun ( 1 703- 1 75*4 ). Before he 
died, however, he had complet- 
ed only three, very long entries. 
Having attended the same 
school and university as him. I 
went on to do much the same 
sort of job (publications editor 
at Welsh National Opera t. I 
wish we could have debated 
Kobbe together. I think we might 
hav e agreed on one thing at least: 
because it dares to select from 
aJI that is available. Kobbe can 
usefully guide readers towards 
operas they may have missed. 

The performing repertory 
in Britain shrinks as decreasing 
subsidy leaves companies fear- 
ful of experiment. Opera North 
currently leads the field in reu- 
uiurlv encouraging its audiences 


to try the unfamiliar it has, over 
the years, given the British stage 
premieres of such rarities as 
Schreker’s Die feme Uang and 
Gerhard's The Duenna. Re- 
cently I caught the company's 
new staging of Martinus/id/ti- 
ta on tour in Hull, where it 
reached a large and enthusias- 
tic audience in a week that also 
included Cosi and Aida. 

Covering opera's murky wa- 
terfront for Kobbe makes one 
passionate about many com- 
paratively unknown pieces Lon! 
Harewood and I both now car- 
ry torches for a whole range of 
recorded but rarely staged works 
- Jrom Schubert's Fierrabras 
and Saliinen's The Horseman 
( H. l to Rameau's Ztiroastre and 
Strauss's Guru rum (A.P.) 

But my time at WNO taught 
me that, even when it comes to 
more "standard" repertoire, 
British audiences increasingly 
long to get more out of their 
opera-going than mere passive 
pleasure: hence the emergence 
ul intelligent programme books. 
Nicholas John's admirable Opera 
Guide series and pre-perfor- 
mance talks. But, unless you be- 
Ii »ng to the minority who can read 
music, reading about music often 
frustrates as much as it enlight- 
ens. What was needed, I realised 
were taped talks about operas 
that would tell you a horn the pint 
and the music, including ex- 
tracts from recordings. The same 
thought had occurred to Katie 
Tearle. head of Glyndehoume 


Education, and ( thanks to spon- 
sorship from the Vivien Duffield 
Foundation ) we have now made 
15 Opera Bites cassettes, cover- 
ing four operas bv Handel, four 
by Janacek, six by Britten, and 
two each by Rossini. Mozart, 
Rameau, Martinu. Strauss, Berg 
and Verdi. All the works are be- 
ing, or will be, staged in Britain 
- except for Rameau's master- 
piece Hrppohle et .4rirk\ the ob- 
vious “B-side" (him. hint) to 
Plaiee. To write the scripts we 
asked experts who could com- 
municate their enthusiasm, such 
as John Tyrrell. Richard Os- 
borne. Michael Kennedy and 
Jonathan Keates. Asa result. you 
can now- stick one in your car 
stereo on the way to the theatre 
and hear how Janacek was in- 
spired by Madam Butterfly in 
Katya Kabanova: how Rossini 
used an lSih-centmy ballad tune 
to portray Count Ory; how Han- 
del turns a chorus into a con- 
gregation in Theodora: how 
Britten ransacks American pop- 
ular idioms in Paid Biuiyan and 
so on. The readers include Fiona 
Shaw, Eleanor Bron. Timothy 
West and Kathryn Harries. We 
called them Opera Bites to em- 
phasise that they are accessible. 
Our greatest challenge will come 
next year, when we try to make 
Opera Bites for works that have 
nor yet heeu performed... 

The ‘New Kobbe's Opera Book' 
is published bv Ehury Press at £45. 
'Opera Bites ’ are available at £6 
find pdzp) from 01 JS 978 9303 


Cirque du SoleO’s latest show, 
Alegrfa, by Andrew Watson is 
another masterly blend of cir- 
cus skills and baroque imag- 
inings. At the centre of the 
Albert Hall, the cross-sec- 
tion of a skeletal dome lurks 
amid a web of rigging and pro- 
vides a peculiar world inhab- 
ited by punky. commedia 
dell’arte-style figures in beaky 
masks and lumpily padded 
pantaloons. These characters 
play host to a succession of 
clowning and circus acts which 
spin the evening out to a 
slightly over-generous two 
and a half hours. 

The first act’s highlight was 
a fast-track tumbling display 
by 15 golden figures in fishnet 
shorts. A sunken trampoline 
gave anti-gravitational ballon 
to the familiar moves and 
enabled the gymnasts to fly 
and twirl as if being tossed by 
the expert wrist of a juggler. 
I find it bard to count revo- 
lutions unless 1 have a weasel 
voice in my ear telling me that 
someone just fluffed the land- 
ing on their piked Tsukahara, 
but I swear 1 saw a quintuple 
back somersault. 

These moments of wonder 
are proudly punctuated by 
the endless whimsical doings 
of rude mechanicals. As 
someone who didn't even 
think Oleg POpov was funny. 
I’m probably beyond help, 
but the audience certainly 
found the clowning amusing 
enough. 

The second half was 
stronger than the first. Fea- 
tured acts included the Russ- 
ian Bars - bendy poles 
suspended on strong men's 
shoulders while acrobats som- 
ersault fearlessly from one to 
the other. The low point (for 
me at least) was a matched 
pair of Mongolian contor- 
tionists. There is something 
faintly ludicrous about women 


folding themselves in half the 
wrong way - 1 keep expecting 
them to start firing ping-pong 
balls. This is not to say that 
tbey didn't perform miracles 
of balance while turning 
themselves inside out, or that 
their unique talents hadn’t 
been deployed with great style 
and originality by Debra 
Brown. I just feel that a young 
girl's ability to bend her back 
so tightly that she can stand 
on her own shoulders is less 
a matter for applause than 
commiseration. 

The erection of a safety net 
(in a staggering 60 seconds 
flat) confirmed that tbey bad 
been saving the really good 
stuff for the second act. The 
net was required for the Fly- 
ing Lev act, in which fearless 
men hurl themselves from 
the top of the rig into the safe 
hands of (he two catchers 
swinging on the trapeze below. 
Trapeze acts used to be corny 
but these eight Russians 
staged the sort of spectacle 
you’d book for the wedding of 
an emperor. 

The solo highlight of the 
second half was Paul Bowler, 
who manhandles a giant steel 
cube in an act devised by 
Mikhail Maiorin. Bowler, a 
former Olympic gymnast, has 
the shorn good looks and 
god-like physique of Bar- 
barella's angel and spins and 
plays with the shining cube like 
Atlas shouldering the globe. 
There is a strange. Olympian 
quality Lo this stylish take on 
the familiar sight of the juggler 
dwarfed by his prop. The slow 
strength and awesome beau- 
ty of this act was ill-served by 
a thumping Euro anthem. 
Bowler's communion with the 
cube was worth the price of 
admission on its own but I 
would have preferred to wor- 
ship in silence. 

To 8 Feb (booking: 0171-589 


Louise Levene 



sfare ethic the week on radio 


A WEEK IN THE ARTS 


REVIEWED BY 



ROBERT 

HANKS 


A conviction runs deep at the 
BBC that live and spontaneous 
broadcasting has a special mag- 
ic that the listeners really ap- 
preciate. Contrasting the 
groping for coherence and blun- 
dering into cliche that too often 
characterises the live and spon- 
taneous Kaleidoscope with the 
sharper, belter-formed opin- 
ions that marked itout m its old. 
pre-recorded days, you may 
suspect that there’s a confusion 
going on here between creative 
tension and acute anxiety. 

All the same, there’s some- 
thing quite sweet about a vast, 
unlubricated dinosaur like the 
BBC maintaining its faith in the 
warm-blooded and the agile. If 
nothing else, it has given an 
opening to Frank Delaney, who 
has been pul out of action by Al- 
ness over the last couple of 
rears. Now he’s bounced back 
with Revealed Lives (Radio 4. 


Monday-Friday ), a series of ex- 
temporised biographies of fig- 
ures he admires, from Beatrix 
Potter to Julian of Norwich. 

Delaney’s model is a series of 
unscripted talks by Eve Rug- 
gieri. beard on French radio 10 
years ago. In her case, accord- 
ing to the publicity material put 
out by Radio 4, “as the tension 
built, so did the audience". 
Presumably there was some 
hope that this would happen 
with Delaney. In fact, the talks 
have been almost entirely de- 
void of tension, thanks to De- 
laney’s quite astonishing 
fluency- You get the odd mis- 
placed emphasis, 3 few redun- 
dant sentences here and there: 
but really, Delaney is so pol- 
ished that a bit of gentle scuff- 
ing is all to the good. As far as 
content goes, it's nothing re- 
markable; but as a display of 
sheer verbal virtuosity, it’s pret- 
ty astonishing, 

Ta firin g of Dame Julian of 
Norwich, the 14tb-centuiv an- 
choress, she is what Radio 3’s 
talent for self-publicity makes 
Paula Yates look like. Let's 
rephrase that: considering the 
tiny number of people who are 
remotely interested in Radio 3. 
the amount of newsprint it con- 
trives to generate is quite enor- 
mous. This week it has outdone 
itself, with major broadsheet 


coverage for Centurions, the 
series that profiles the H m most 
influential artists of the 20ih 
century. Column yards have 
been devoted to dissecting the 
(admittedly inconsistent and 
implausible 1 list -a magnificent 
achievement given that the 
series goes out at tcatime on a 
Sunday afternoon and is. judg- 
ing by the first programme, 
really quite dull. Apart from 
anything else, this profile of Kaf- 
ka never touched on the most 
influential aspect of his work: 
the fatalistic sensibility we call 
Kafkaesque. with its grim sense 
of life hemmed in by incom- 
prehensible rules, arbitrary des- 
tiny and self-serving authority 
colluding to beat us down. 

You can overestimate his in- 
fluence. though. Nicholas Mon- 
sarrat’s The Cruel Sea. Radio 
2’s new drama serial on 
Wednesday evenings, is one of 
those wartime yarns that cele- 
brate the hemmed-in life: things 
may be miserable on board the 
corvette Compass R/kc. but 
obedience and mucking in 
make life bearable. There are 
some silly, stagey moments in 
Jonathan Ruffle's production, 
but it's hard not to feel some 
primitive stirrings in response 
to this hymn to comradeship 
and doing your duty. So much 
for Kafka. 


DAVID LISTER 


John Tush, the increasingly 
combative head ot the Barbican 
Centre, ended Iasi year claim- 
ing that arts journo lists were in- 
su ffieienily -upp« >rt he. “Whi iso 
side are you on?" he demand- 
ed. Well, lhal depends on how 
many tickets v.iu want to give 
me lor the Barbican e meert by 
Sonny Rollins. John. Oops. 1 
mean: 

Sw-suw". 

of objee- _ 

tivily and 5*577 TTs — 
fair report- 

'Mr 

Tu>a has ; // w’ 5 *- ■ 
begun ihis : ‘ 

year spie- < — - 
ina the 
combaihe- 

ness with a touch c it intrigue. 
Speaking on Radio .Vs Mi trie 
Maners programme, he said 
the real problem with arts re- 
porting is that the journalists 
don't understand the complex- 
ities of the money side. As op- 
posed. presumably, to those 
whizz-kid arts administrators 

who keep running up multi-mil- 
lion pound deficits. 

He then hinicd darkly that 
there is currently a financial 
scandal that has not been rum- 
bled. All is well, though. I'm 


'- 1 ?- 

: ^ 

: : 


sure. Mr Tusa. 3S a former dis- 
tinguished journalist and now 
one of the great and good in the 
arts, would never stand idly by 
if there were impropriety. He 
will icveal all. no doubt. 

Until he Ji jcs. I shall assume 
he is re I erring to the Millenni- 
um Dii me o >siing 1750m. minus 
the cost of Mr Mandclson s en- 
try ticket to 
. . Walt Dis- 

i.-rt-. nev World. 

so make 
lhal t748m 

(allowing 

“'"r 'A f'..r his 

j }& j hotel hills). 

•j Jf j ^ Wiih the 

eJo? New Mil- 

lennium 
Experience 
company visibly floundering on 
what to pul in the Dome, this 
column will take a regular look 
at the arts companies and 
venues threatened with extinc- 
tion for a fraction of the Dome 
money. 

At present, we have theatres 
such as Greenwich and (he 
Gate on the list. Next week, the 
Arts Council's annual grants 
(and consequent Cuts) are an- 
nounced and the list will grow 
considerably longer. Whose 
side are \» ui on. Mr Mandelson . 
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Eternity is an ever-expanding idea. And so is that Dome 
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If it is portents of the mflienaium you 
want, how about Patrick Moore's Sussex 
observatory being tom apart by a tornado? 
Only last week the celebrity stargazer said 
he expected UFO-watchers to be work- 
ing overtime as the end of the century 
drew near. The millennium will send 
them ail bonkers,* 1 he said. Thu will teach 
him to be sceptical. It will be frogs and 
boils next Followed by the flying saucers 
themselves. 

Luckily, we have scientists on hand to 
explain that tornadoes are surprisingly 
common in Britain, it is just that they 
hardly ever hit houses. A layer of stable 
cold air. a low-lying mass of warm air, a 
thunderstorm and - whoosh! It spins, 
touches the ground, and causes havoc. This 
visitation has nothing to do with judgment- 
day, the wrong kind of offering or extra- 
terrestrial visitors. At least not 
mechanically, anyway. 

Same with earthquakes, plagues, floods 
or eclipses. Imagine wbat would happen 
in Cornwall at 1210pm on 11 August 1999, 
when it goes dark for two minutes, if we 
had not been told in advance that there 
was going to be a total eclipse of the sun. 
Just three months before the calendar 
flicked over to a very round number, it 
could have caused mill ennial mayhem. 

Since the last mill ennium, science has 


replaced religion as the body of know- 
ledge that explains the world". Scientists 
are now the explainers, predictors and 
magicians of our society, and they are a 
more democratic priesthood than the 
ones they replace. The increasingly 
esoteric specialisation of their research 
has been balanced by the huge expansion 
of the business of popularising science. 
Science is popular, and popular science 
is a growth sector in publishing and 
journalism. 

Yet the millennium itself remains the 
point at which religion meets arithmetic, 
which could be regarded as the start of 
science. Paradoxically, they got the arith- 
metic more right the first time round. The 
first millennium was regarded as r unning 
up to the end of the year 1000, whereas 
the second millennium is going to be a year 
short, ending by common usage on 31 De- 
cember 1999. This is an indicator of the 
decline of religious ritual, because if 
people really wanted to mark the 2000th 
anniversary of the birth of Jesus Christ, 
they would want to get the date right. 

But most people know that no one 
really knows when exactly Jesus was bom, 
and that we will essentially be commem- 
orating a number - a number that owes 
its origin to our Christian heritage but 
which has a wider meaning. 



The Christian heritage causes trouble 
nonetheless. The Bishop of Oxford has 
renewed the churches' call for a “spirit- 
ual’' content for the millennium cele- 
brations. and this week the 
representatives of various other faiths de- 
manded to be let into the Dome too. 


Then, inevitably, the atheists wanted a 
look-in. But frivolous demands from the 
National Secular Society for an “Inqui- 
sition Pavilion", a “Witch Burning 
Experience” and a history of the Crusades 
“including Muslim heads im p a l ed on 
speais” are hardly designed to promote 
tolerance and mutual understanding. 

While the spokesmen of organised 
religion (and organised irreligion) seem : 
to emphasise differences between people 
and to look backwards, it is scientists who 
are striving to unite our ex plan ations of 
everything and to look to the future. 

The real mill ennial storyof the week, 
then, was the report in today's newspaper 
that astronomers have concluded that the 
universe will expand for ever. After our 
civilisation ’s first two mille nnia^ we have 
another 100 million to look forward to. 
After that, give or take an aeon or two, 
ail the energy in the universe will even- 
tually dissipate and leave it a cold, dark, 
empty place “with nothing left but rocks”. 
So do not cancel the milk, yeL 

The ever-expanding universe is an 
important conclusion, but does it mean 
anything practical to the majority of us who 
would not know a black hole from a mint 
with the same? The simple answer is, no. 
It seems that there is not enough stuff in 
the universe to exert the gravitational pull 


. that would reverse its e^jansion- and 
cause a “big crunch” to mirror J® 
bang" of 15 billion years ago- So it wiu go 
on and on expanding, although because 
space and time get a bit bent at the edges 
(this is where scientists start to ran 0 
' language 

imagine) there’isuKver afrvtlung 

it mto^ it.^dSr#d, even if the 

universe were v ‘titis edS#® b, S cnI . ndl 

would be an unimaginable time coming 
The fact that the universe is open 
hardly seems a subject on which,® 
paper can have an opinion. We amW hard- 
ly declare that theimiverse has expanded, 
is expanding anckibght to be diminished 
But it does renter that the universe; 
and always willbe,- flying apart. It shat* 
how h umani ty sees itself, ^dentists < 
duct conversations and aigpinents at4he 
boundaries of human knowledge, andthe 
metaphors and way of understandmg 
that they employ enter the common con- 
sciousness. Big bang, quantum leap. hpi 
year. The “open" universe bring? usjace 
to face with eternity. When theworicTdid 
not end in 1801, there was ushered mbne 
of the greatest periods pfduirch-bpflding 
in Europe's - history. If only qur growing 

understanding ofthe awesome mysteries 
of the universe would inspire a similar 
optimism in two years’ time. _ . 


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 


Tories and Europe Plans for 'Britannia* 


Sir: As someone who has 
worked all my adult life in a 
great industry (agriculture) 
now being destroyed by an 
overvalued currency and high 
interest rates, I find the re- 
sponse of the current Tory 
leadership to the EMU debate 
completely incomprehensible. 
I also find the Labour Chan- 
cellor Gordon Brown's caution 
on the issue irritating. 

Can Hague, Howard et al 
not see that to have a single 
market totally free of tariff con- 
trols, which they say they sup- 
port, and 15 fluctuating 
currencies within it is a recipe 
for disaster? It is simply a 
charter for those countries 
with weak currencies to un- 
dercut their neighbours with 
stronger ones at wilL It is re- 
markable how quickly this sit- 
uation can bring multi-billion 
pound industries like fanning 
to their knees. It is no way to 
build a healthy, modern econ- 
omy in the global marketplace. 

The UK benefited mightily 
from devaluation in 1992, but 
now the boot is on the other 
foot and it hurts. Why do we 
need this economic roller- 
coaster ride when we can have 
stability? 

A number of Mr Hague's 
current and past colleagues 
obviously see this, as we were 
reminded by their recent letter 
(5 Januaiy). How much more 
damage to British industry will 
it take before Mr Hague accepts 
the ali-too-obvious logic of the 
Single Currency? It will not do 
to fall back on the argument of 
the ERM debacle, since that 
mechanism had the one great 
weakness that EMU will noL 
have - attempted currency sta- 
bility achieved by market in- 
tervention. which proved 
ineffective. 

The UK rural economy in 
particular depends on exports. 
At the moment we are dying 
for the lack of those exports. 
What good is Mr Hague's 
precious notional sovereignty 
of keeping the pound, if large 
areas of the nation are laid 
economically waste? Let us 
have currency stability and 
lower interest rates before it’s 
too late. 

JAMES GIBSON-WATT 
Hay-on-Wye 

Sir M J Knight (letter. 7 Jan- 
uary) has a strange view of re- 
cent political history if he 
believes that the last general 
election was a vote against the 
“Patrician Tendency”, a strand 
of Toryism which has always, no 
doubt motivated by a sense of 
noblesse oblige, been of the 
One Nation variety. 

No, it was a vole against the 
Toty Party itself, which for at 
least ten years before had 
been dominated by those dog- 
matic. uncaring apostles of 
unbridled self-interest, the 
“Parvenu Tendency", whose 
doctrine is best summed up by 
that infamous remark of 
the shopkeeper's daughter: 
“There is no such thing as so- 
ciety." and who now are both 
characterised and led by 
William Hague. 

JOHN DAVIS 
Bookham, Surrey 


Sin I do not think it particularly 
helpful to conduct a debate in 
the letter pages of newspapers 
about Britannia while I and my 
officials are engaged in con- 
tinuing dialogues with those 
who made bids. Nonetheless I 
must correct some comments 
about the Manchester bid in 
your article u Britormia plans 
may be scuppered" (9 January). 

The Manchester bid was not 
late. Whilst Manchester was not 
among those who had expressed 
an early interest to government, 
their proposal was submitted on 
29 September, the same day as 
the updated proposals of the 
Clyde Heritage Trust and a day 
before the updated proposals of 
Lords of the -Isles for Canary 
Wharf in Londoo. 

Nor was inclusion of Man- 
chester imposed upon officials. 
After initial scrutiny it was dear 
it bad substance; it would have 
been irresponsible to reject it 
out of hand at that stage if we 
wanted the best solution torBri- 
tannia. None of the bids on the 
table were perfect All needed 
more scrutiny and develop- 
ment. Most were developed 
further after the end of Sep- 
tember. On 17 October all pro- 
posers were told by letter that 
government would assess the 
Manchester proposals alongside 
those previously shortlisted. 
None raised objections. 

Many precedents show how 
difficult and costly it Is to pre- 
serve historic ships such as Bri- 
tarmia. The proems in which we 
are still engaged is not the let- 
ting of a competitive contract 
but an attempt to find the best 
possible arrangements for se- 
curing the future of this piece 
of national heritage. That is why 
I announced in December that 
we are now concentrating on 
just two proposals, from Edin- 
burgh and Manchester. I re- 
main more than happy to 
address whatever concerns any 
of the consortia involved wish 
to raise with me. 

GEORGE ROBERTSON 
Secretary of State for Defence 
Ministry of Defence 
London SW1 

Squalid public 

Sir. Polly Toynbee (1 Januaiy) 
has revived the debate about 
private affluence and public 
squalor, citing London Under- 
ground as an example. 
Increased government expen- 
diture, we were told, would 
m3ke travel more pleasant. If 
only life were that simple. 

The network recently in- 
troduced some attractive new 
trains, and of course we could 
do with more. But greater 
public expenditure does not 
compel drivers to turn up for 
work. Nor does it prevent pas- 
sengers from scattering the 
new upholstery and floors with 
litter, spraying the exteriors 
with graffiti, causing noise 
pollution with mobile phones, 
and travelling in clothes 
scruffy enough for a Commu- 
nist republic. 

Public squalor is as much a 
matter of private choices as of 
public expenditure, 

ROLAND PEARSON 
Pinner. Middlesex 
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The sleeve of the bootleg Rolling Stones EP which includes the BBC broadcasts 


Bootleg Stones 

Sir: David Lister claims that he 
has heard tracks by the Rolling 
Stones “unheard outside the 
BBC for more than 30 years" 
(report, 7 Januaiy). He has not 
had quite such a unique lis- 
tening experience as he sup- 
poses. 

Just over 20 years ago I 
bought a bootleg EP on the 


TMQ (Trademark of Quality; 
label from a shop in Man- 
chester which includes some of 
the tracks played to David 
Lister. As you can see from the 
sleeve of the record, the tracks 
are “Cops and Robbers" 
(recorded on 19 March 1964 
and broadcast on 9 May 1964), 
and three tracks broadcast on 
the BBC's Saturday Club. 
“Memphis Tennessee” and 


“Roll over Beethoven" from 5 
October 1963 and “Fanny 
Mae” from 18 September 
1963. 

The quality of the record is 
excellent and I’m sure many 
Slones fans who may not have 
ever heard these tracks are ea- 
gerly looking forward to their of- 
ficial release. 

J R B CAS HELL 

Walsall, West Midlands 


Artistic suede shoes Cure for congestion 


Sin You may occasionally find 
it valuable to employ slightly 
older journalists. The mysteri- 
ous text “One for the money/ 
Two for the show . . employed 
by the artist Lawrence Weiner 
and analysed in critical depth 
by Judith Palmer (“Forget ice- 
bergs, let bis escalator take 
you for a ride”, 6 January) is in 
fact the opening lines of the ex- 
istentialist masterpiece “Blue 
Suede Shoes", a song written 
and recorded by Carl Perkins 
in 1956. 

Please ask Ms Palmer to 
watch out for my upcoming en- 
try for the Turner Prize, which 
expresses the eternal torment 
and surrealist futility of hu- 
man existence and consists of 
the phrase “A-Wop-Bop-A-Loo- 
Bop-A-Lop-Bam-Boom“ writ- 
ten in crayon on the back of an 
old envelope. 

DAVID BEBBINGTON 
Broadstairs, Kent 


Sir: Professor Peter Smith (let- 
ter, 8 Januaiy) is wrong to 
claim that new types of motive 
power will cure (or partly cure) 
congestion. Why should they? 
We could have completely 
“clean” metal boxes on wheels; 
but they'd still impede each oth- 
er’s progress unless and until we 
find a cure for congestion. 

Suggested cures are of two 
main types: those that rely on 
the price mechanism and those 
that don’t. The first category in- 
cludes higher fuel taxes (hitting 
hardest poor car users in rural 
areas, who cause little conges- 
tion); taxes on non-residential 
parking space; tolls on motor- 
way use; and congestion charges 
in cities. All of these are in- 
equitable and possibly ineffec- 
tive in reducing congestion. 

The second category includes 
the demand management mea- 
sures used widely in US cities, 
giving strong incentives for car 
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pools. These are equitable and 
have proved acceptable. Why do 
we not adopt them here? 
NIGEL SEYMER 
Lower Slaughter, 
Gloucestershire 

Sir: Hybrid vehicles will never 
reduce congestion; a hydrogen- 
powered car is still the same size 
as a petrol-powered one. No 
amount of new technology can 
make a car as efficient or as fast 
through rush-hour as a bicycle. 
CARLTON REID 
Editor, On Your Bike 
Newcastle upon Tyne 

Out to lunch 

Sin My heart goes out to those 
heroic women who. according 
to a survey, spend five and a half 
hours preparing Sunday lunch 
(“Pubs and restaurants break 
records for Christmas lunch” 7 
January). 

What is it, exactly, that takes 
so long to cook? Since five and 
a half hours is allegedly the av- 
erage, there are presumably 
some women who are still 
preparing lunch at teatime. In 
that case, what did their families 
eat for lunch and who cooked ii? 
DA POTTS 
Oxford 


Nanny in the family 

Sin Charlotte Roberts had a 
live-in Danny looking after her 
children from 7am to 730pm 
each day, phis two nightsa week 
babysitting (“Nanny on the 
bottle, parents in the soup", 8 
Januaiy). Effectively, she was 
employing the nanny to raise 
the children on her behalf, 
with the tremendous emotion- 
al commitment this was bound 
to involve. 

After three years, the nan- 
ay became an alcoholic. I 
sympathise with Charlotte 
Roberts's difficulties in decid- ■ 
ing to get rid of her. What I can’t 
sympathise .with is. her puzzle- 
ment over the nannyfe desire to : 
keep in touch with the children. - 
Roberts behaves as if the nan- , 
ny gaveinqthiqg, apd was e*m 
peeled to give nothing. She 
probably never regarded the 
nanny for a moment as some- 
one she would wish to know for 
the rest of her life, yet she de- 
manded her devotion to the 
children. Now that this devotion 
is of no further use, she pretends 
not to have demanded iL 

In the old days, the true con- 
tract of the live-in nanny was at 
least properly understood: the 
nanny gave up the best of her- 
self to the family she served, 
and in return remained part of 
that family, permanently. I'm 
not suggesting Charlotte 
Roberts tries this with her dis- 
missed nanny: it’s too late, the 
best she can do is recognise her- 
self as unfit to employ a Live-in 
nanny. As for girls who want to 
be live-in nannies, there’s only 
one thing to be said to them: 
don’t risk it. 

MEREDITH OAKES 
London SWI6 

Millennium doom 

Sir: With regard to the Mil- 
lennium Dome and the future 
of us all, it is worth noting that 
the concrete dome over the de- 
funct (but very much alive) nu- 
clear plant al Chernobyl is 
beginning to break apart 
(“New fears at ChernobyI“, 8 
January). According to re- 
ports. die cost of a new Cher- 
nobyl dome will be £7 00m - just 
the sum the Government is 
spending (officially) on frip- 
peries in Greenwich! 

Dr M WILLIS 
London NW3 

Sin In answer to John Cannell 
(Tetter. 7 Januaiy), at the first 
millennium, there was a panic 
in which a lot of people sold all 
that they bad and gave the 
money to the Church. 

When Jesus did not return 
in glory to judge them, they 
went to the Church to ask for 
their money back. They did not 
get it. 

JOHN C RUDGE 
Harlinpon, 

Middlesex 

Selfs the man ' 

Sir: So . . women work bet- 
ter but men work more suc- 
cessfully” (report, 8 Januaiy). In 
other words, women are altru- 
istic and men are selfish. Could 
it possibly be true? 

C A BENTLEY 
Brentwood, Essex 


LETTER FROM 
THE EDITOR 


Virtual pets, virtual boyfriends 
... but what about virtual 
celebrities? We had a brisk in- 
ternal office argument this 
week about bow much Inde- 
pendent readers wanted to 
know about Anthea Turner 
and her marriage break-up. 
(The answer turned out to be 
four centimetres.) 

My problem is that I'm 
not sure I believe in Anthea 
Turner. Yes, she seems to 
exist She appears on the telly 
and is much photographed for 
the tabloid press. But that . 
could be a stand-in, or even 
a hologram. 

It is quite clear why all- 
purpose celebs are required in 
modern societies. We are con-, 
,-stantiy talking ' and reading 
about thebig. simple events of 
t Jiving .. .r /.L'toirtk-rlr^Sfcfc, 
^bereavement accidents the 
struggle for successful relation- 
ships and soon. Once we dis- 
cussed and observed it all 
mainly through our friends and 
relations; now, in a more me- 
dia-saturated world, it comes 
also through-newspapers and 
broadcasting. That needs peo- 
ple - personalities - on to 
whose identities these timeless 
and eternally interesting ques- 
tions can be draped. If they are 
good-looking and appear of- 
ten enough to give the viewer 
the illusion that they are ersatz 
friends, so much the better. 

Hence the celebrity busi- 
ness. The trouble is that even 
the most hard-working celebs 
must go through long periods 
when they are not kicking out 
lovers or husbands, giving 
birth, losing boyfriends in 
exotic accidents, drying out or 
“speaking frankly for the first 
time". They are, sadly, just too 
busy eating, sleeping, walking 
about the place, going to the 
.car-wash and so on. 

One answer is to ensure a 
constant supply of celebrity, 
but this is messy, time- 
consuming and expensive. As 
competition constantly erodes 
media budgets, and technol- 
ogy improves, the creation of 
Virtual Celebs, with faster- 
ebanging emotional lives than 


living people, is more satisr, 
factory . and economical.-: 
Hence “Anthea”. “Zoe” and, 
“Chris", who dearly pack far 
more into their lives than-, 
real people but are eternally : 
available to be written about. • 

We already know that 
Metinda. Messenger, for 
instance, is part-silicone, but 
that is surely only the start. 
The great thing about the 
Virtual Celeb is that be or she 
can be* made to mate, over- 
. dose, tantrum and so on to 
order, providing my trade 
with the raw material -in the 
handiest possible form- Japan- 
ese industrialists developed 
“ just-in-time" manufacturing, 

. where, the car door or pieceof 
- mb fng arrivedjustwben.it was 
wantedinthe factory, process, 
;; aqdiftof frefojK-:^ Well, now-we" 
just-rin-timo depress, 
booze-ups and coming-out. 
Brilliant. I think we’ll call our 
one Nikki. , ... 

Robin Cook’s little local dif- 
ficulties provide another, 
tricky test about what should- 
be left private and what . 
should be published.' I 
wouldn’t want a French-style, 
press, where people at the top 
can live lives greatly at vari- 
ance from their public image 
without the slightest risk of 
exposure. Also, Mrs Cook, 
who is hurt and was dumped 
unceremoniously in the 
interests of New Labour’s 
public face, has a right to talk, 
about the effect of politics go 
people like her, all this stuff 
has come from her, remem- 
ber. not from journalistic dig- 
ging. That is wliy I thought it 
acceptable to report the bare 
facts, though not in gloating, 
lip-smacking detail. 

But can it really be ar gued 
that Mr Cook’s love-life has 
affected his public perfor- 
mance as a Foreign Secretary? 
Of course not. Has he pon- 
tificated about sexual moral - 1 
ity? No. People may tut or' 
snigger but as a public issue, ' 
this is all complete nonsense. ‘ 


Andrew tAarr^ 


QUOTE UNQUOTE , 

As a mercenary once said to me, there's nothing frightening 
about death. It’s the bit before - Frederick Forsyth, novelist 
I am a grocer's sop and you are a grocer's daughter. What* 
problems had you with the price of sago? - Peter Barry 
former Irish foreign minister, recalling an abortive attempt to 
endear himself to Margaret Thatcher 

This business of being upset when the Speaker doesn’t call 
them is ridiculous. You can't go into Parliament and be 
some little petal on the benches - Angela Browning 
Conservative MP. on “ Blair’s Babes " 

A little bit of cancer is making me very human - Rabbi 
Lionel Blue 

I was nowhere near a nervous breakdown. I'm made of 
sterner. stuff and felt murderous but never suicidal - 
Christine Hamilton on the 1 cash-for-questions " 
controxersy involving her husband. ex-MP Neil Hamilton 
I thought, do I join in or do I retire gracefully? - 
Tony Slattery, comedy actor, on finding his fianafe in bed 
nith another woman ' 

One of the things I hate is people pretending that the theatre 
is reaL That, to me, is psychotic behaviour - Phyllis Nagy 
American playwright 

You have less to do, but then you have fewer people- to 
help you do it - Michael Howard, /o/mtr Home Secretary, 
on life in Opposition 




L. i 


t 




r 









19/COMMENT 


THE INDEPENDENT 
SATURDAY 10 JANUARY 1908 

19 


Not all that comes out of the 
sea is just a blob of blubber 
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DAVID 

AARONOVITCH 

MONSTERS OF 
THE MIND 


In 1938 the curator of a small South African 
museum. Miss MC Latimer, was rooting 
around in a pile of fish brought ashore by 
a small Cape fishing vessel and found an un- 
usually ugly and hitherto unknown one. In 
a somewhat tactless compliment, her col- 
league, a Professor Smith, named this 
hideous and by now smelly beast Latimeria 
ch alumnae. Doubtless Miss Latimer, a 
scientist, was thrilled. 

But the fish was not new. It was. on the 
contrary, very old So old that, until Miss 
Latimer pulled it out from amongst the pis- 
catorial plebeians on the deck of the Jolly 
Kaffir, it had been thought to have been 
extinct since the Cretaceous period It was 
known to palaeontologists as a coelocanth. 

True, the discovery of new dinosaurs is 
an everyday event Landslips in the Rock- 
ies, or drff-fells beside British beaches, con- 
tinually reveal entirely new types of giant 
lizard. But they have one disappointing fea- 
ture in common. They are all dead. Extinct. 
Not since Miss Latimer’s time has something 
really ancient turned up alive. No mam- 
moths, no sabre-toothed tigers, no 
aurochses, no plesiosaurs. And please don’t 
write in and tell me about some insect or 
boringmini-trOobyte which has been found 
by a geologist from Rejkjavik Polytechnic 
clinging to the underside of a sulphurous 
rock in northern Iceland They’re not big 
enough to be interesting. 

Then earlier this week there was sudden 
excitement in the Antipodes. A monster had 
been washed up on a Thsmanian beach. Five 
yards long and two yards wide, weighing an 
estimated four metric tons, it was described 
by local surfer Ricky Evans as “like a blub- 
bery mass with a few very weird, more defined 

features, like flippery sort of fingeiy arms. It 
seemed to have a hairy sort of coating as wed” 

Theories abounded. It was a prehistoric 
giant squid, a previously unknown member 
of the walrus family, an alien from beyond 
the Milky Way, even drowned Sixties Aus- 


tralian premier Harold Holt Ricky must 
have been hoping that the dense mass of 
putrid flesh would be named Evansia tas- 
maniae, and that his moniker would be for- 
ever linked with a landmark discovery. 
“Sea Monster 2; the mystery deepens", was 
how the Hobart Mercury newspaper head- 
lined the stoiy on Thursday morning. 

Easy come, easy go. By Friday, a 
spokesperson for Tasmania’s Parks and 
Wildlife Service, one Jamie Bayfvstark, 
said a similar fleshy lump fo und ou anoth- 
er local beach had been identified as a bit 
of old whale blubber* This find was likely 
to be the same, possibly from the same whale. 
Spoilsport Baylystark explained: “As whale 
blubber dries, it begins to appear quite fi- 
brous, and once it becomes covered in sand 
can appear hairy, which may have giveo some 
people the impression that the blubber was 
some kind of animal.” 

If Mr Baylystark is correct, then the story 
is, of course, much less interesting. For us 
newspaper folk, “Big lump of whale blub- 
ber found on beach," accompanied by a pic- 
ture, is not much of a pitch. And although 
I have to say that photographs of what be- 
came known as the “Blobster” looked to me 
exactly like rotting whale blubber covered 
in sand, others had discerned in this un- 
pleasant shape features so unique that they 
had become temporarily convinced that a 
real discovery bad been made. 

Now we begin to arrive at the point. It 
isn’t surprising that tots of dead whales wash 
up on beaches. It’s amazing that it happens 
so little. Whales are very large, there are still 
(despite the Japanese and the Norwegians) 
a lot of them, and they have not yet master- 
ed the art of burial at sea, or of underwater 
cremation. So there is a whole lot of dead 
whale down there. 

Almost everything that lives in the sea, 
dies in the sea. And quite a lot that didn’t 
live there, dies there too. So, if you think 
about it, the oceans must be full of horrid 
rotting flesh and carcases just floating 
about, carried by unkn own streams and 
eddies. It is one of the many reasons why L 
for one. am extremely th ankf ul that evolu- 
tion impelled mankind's ancestors to move 
on to dry land, long before I had a chance 
to be bora. 

In that case, why is it that the most 
obvious explanation for the Biobsier was 
specifically rejected by newspapers and 
others in favour of the monster theory? WelL 
because we desperately want there to be 
undiscovered creatures. Thai’s why we have 
kept alive the myth of Nessie, why Conan 
Doyle invented the Lost World with its ptero- 
dactyls and stegosauruses, why Jurassic 
Park was such a hit. 

With the world now folly explored, and 
with little sign yet of life on other planets. 
Blobsterology satisfies an almost primeval 
desire for there to be new dangers to discover, 
hidden here on earth. Suburbanisation 
leaves many citizens stripped of any excite- 
ment greater than that of crossing the road 
or listening to Richard Littlejohn on Radio 
5. But what if there really is a colony of leop- 
ards on Bodmin Moor, or a sewer full of 
escaped crocodiles in Esher, or an overlooked 
family of Trice ratops on Hampstead Heath? 

So it’s all foolishness theD, to be lumped 
in with alien abduction, the influence of 
spacemen on ancient civilisation and aroma- 
therapy? Perhaps. But suppose for a moment 
that 60 years ago a Miss MC Latimer had 
chucked an ugly old fish back into a South 
African dock, with the sentiment that it was 
probably just a rotten flounder. If you don’t 
at least ask and speculate and theorise, then 
nothing new ever happens. 


Hallelujah! At last the Government 
has seen the light, if not the Beeb 


TRIVOR 

PHILLIPS 

ON MUSLIM 
EDUCATION 


They’ll be giving extra thanks 
to the Almighty in the prayers 
at your local mosque today. 
One reason is that David Bluo- 
kett, the Education Secretary 
has seen the light, metaphor- 
ically speaking .and decided to 
accord Muslim parents and 
children the same rights as 
those of virtually every other 
faith community; he has an- 
nounced that two Muslim 
schools will benefit from gov- 
ernment support provided 
they meet the requisite edu- 
cational standards. The other 
reason is that since there are 
no Asian players in the pro- 
fessional football game, it is un- 
likely that they will have to 
confront the question of what 
to do with a football com- 
mentator who claims that he 
finds it bard to distinguish be- 
tween black players. 

Astonishingly. John Mot- 
son's insult has, so far, gone 
unpunished by the BBC; so 
much for the protestations of 
the Corporation that it realiy, 
really wants to embrace 
Britons of all kinds. Perhaps 
equally surprisingly, no black 
player has been asked for his 
opinion by any of the major 
news organisations. You can 
imagine, however, how those 
who lined up behind the “Kick 
Racism Out of Football" cam- 
paign must be feeling. Ironi- 
cally. it is Bluokett who is 
supposed io have impaired 
vision; but John Motsons 
unique form of colour blind- 
ness serves io highlight just 
how radical Mr Blunkett’s de- 
cision is. 

Most children, do not, and 
will never go to denomina- 
tional schools. There are those 
who regard such places as 
abominations, preserving the 
worst cultural and social divi- 
siveness in, for example. 
Northern Ireland. They often 
fail to point out that such 
schools are the most popular 
in their areas, and that the chil- 
dren themselves feel at ease in 
them; that it is the way in which 
relations between schools are 
handled that may or not cre- 
ate soda! conflict: and that the 
real educational apartheid that 
exists in Britain today is. as 
pointed out by Sir Herman 



Not everyone wants religious schools for their children, but they want there to be choice Photograph: Asa dour Guzelian 


Ouseley, all too often between 
rotting, under-resourced in- 
ner city schools with a major- 
ity of non-white pupils, and the 
resL 

For most of us. this is not 
a personal issue of course. 
Relatively few families, even 
those who profess a specific re- 
ligious faith feel strongly 
enough to put the fourth “R” 
- religion - in front of a good 
grounding in the other three. 
Good teaching, distance from 
home, and children’s own 
wishes generally come first- But 
1 believe that most of us want 
the choice to exist. It is rather 
like the majority of TV view- 
ers. who spend most of their 
time watching Blind Date and 
Friends, yet insist that the doc- 
umentaries that they never 
see are an essential component 
of ihe TV they like. Millions of 
Britons who would never 
dream of sending their children 
to denominational schools for 
religious reasons arc content to 
let the option exists, if only for 
someone else to take. 

Given that such schools 
are supported by governments 
of all stamps, the Education 
Secretary was right not to lis- 
ten to those who argued 
against allowing Muslim 
schools. First, on grounds of 
fairness; most of the opposition 
seemed to he motivated by 
sheer prejudice and fear of 
Muslims: if the wild generali- 
sations made about Islam had 
been made about Judaism 
there would, rightly, have been 
a storm of protest, l would have 
been monstrously unfair that 
one recognised faith was un- 
able to share the right to have 


its own schools. Second, it is 
right that there should be 
choice in the kind of school 
available. Every child is indi- 
vidual; should the system not 
try to recognise that? 

Third, it is a vital recogni- 
tion of diversity. Paradoxical- 
ly, many progressive 
multiculturalists. will feel 
queasy about state recognition 
of cultural separateness. The 
orthodoxy is that every school 
should be thoroughly multi- 
cultural in its curriculum and 
its practice. By that they mean 
that every school in the coun- 
try should carry the same 
lessons with similarly broad- 
based references that include 
people and traditions of all 
kinds. 

The reasoning is superfi- 
cially persuasive: it is often pre- 
cisely the schools where there 
is no ethnic or religious diver- 
sity among ihe pupils that 
need the most attention from 
this point of view. Thus, chil- 
dren in Brixharu are said to 
need steel bands as much as do 
those in Brixton. Also, histo- 
ry should not be incomplete; 
children should know that 
when Lbe Tudors created the 
greatest maritime power ever 
seen, as well as ruling the 
waves they used their power to 
perpetrate a genocide we now 
call the slave trade. 

Whether doing this in all its 
purity is entirely practicable is 
questionable, but the principle 
is clear. However, there are 
things at which I would draw 
the line; few things are more 
painful than watching teachers 
who have no reason ever to 
speak West Indian patois try- 


■ The winning and losing ways of Will Carling - rugby’s first superstar 



CHRIS 
HEWETT 
ON A BELATED 
RETIREMENT 


On a grey Twickenham after- 
noon in March 1996, Will Car- 
ling inexplicably tripped over a 
loose lump of finely mani cured 
turf during a Five Nations 
international match with Ire- 
land and plummeted to the 
floor with his ankle ligaments 
in shreds. 

It was not the first time 
England’s most celebrated rug- 
by player had fallen fiat on his 
face on the big occasion, but it 

was very definitely the cruellest. 

After eight years as captain of 
his country, Carling was leav- 
ing centre-stage on a stretcher 
rather than on the shoulders of 
an adoring public. 

A more sanguine, less ego- 
centric character might have 

read the runes and called it quits 

immediately. After all, Carling 
had already decided to relin- 
quish the captaincy at the end 
of a ddxBatmg few months dur- 
ing which be had not only en- 
gaged in a neurotic game of 
one-upmanship with Jack Row- 
ell, the equally complex and self- 
absorbed England coach, but 
also played fast and loose with 
the tabloids, who, unsurpris- 
ingly, were more than a Etde ex- 
ercised ty his “dose friendship’’ 
With the Princess of Whles- 

Sadly. Carling the obses- 
sive held sway over Carling the 
shrewd careerist. He played 
another season, both for Har- 
lequins and England, without 


ever looking like the world- 
beater be once was, and at the 
end of a less-than-vintage cam- 
paign he was ignored by the 
British Lions for last summer's 
tour of South Africa. If the 
sporting landscape is littered 
with the smouldering reputa- 
tions of those who went one 
round too many, Carling is 
now to be found amongst the 
wreckage. 

His final months in the 
game he once lived and loved 
to the full were tainted by rows 
and recriminations, by public 
arguments and private spin- 
doctoring carried out by a 
clique of faithful allies who 
stuck by him through thick and 
thin. There were differences 
with Fran Cotton, the lions’ 
manager, and a serious falling 
out with Dick Best, a long-time 
friend and supporter, which 
eventually cost the Harlequins 
coach his job. And then, last 
w ee kend. Carling locked horns 
with Best’s successor, Andy 
Keast, a former London police- 
man who once disarmed a gun- 
man in the East End. There 
was. as they say in sport, only 
one winner. 

Yet for almost a decade, 
Carling was the seminal figure 
in a golden age of English 
rugby, an era in which a sweaty 
jockstrap of a game reached 
new heights of fashion. When 
Geoff Cooke, the recently- 


appointed coach of a forlorn, 
flabby. under-performing 
national team, first capped him 
10 years ago ihis month and 
then handed him the reins at 22. 
rugby had found itself a cata- 
lyst as well as a captain. 

Here was a walking, talking 
set of credentials, a rugged 
good-looker who could do the 
business in the studio and on 
the catwalk as well as on the 
pitch and in the dressing-room. 
Carling was seriously pukka, all 
pimms and Putney: if Eng- 
land’s last folk-hero captain. Bill 
Beaumont, had looked like a 
combine harvester, this boy 
was a 24-carat Roller with foil 
leather upholstery. He was loo 
damned posh to seduce the sus- 
picious provincial die-hards 
who lurk in the great rugby 
heartland of the West Country 

— ironically enough, he was 

born in Wiltshire: - but the 
Twickenham set fell for him 
hook, line aad gumshield. 

What was more, there was 
substance beneath the glitzy 
surface; during the 1990 Five 
Nations tournament England 
played their mist exhilarating 
rugby for a generation and Car- 
ling. every inch a world-class 
centre, was the personification 
of the new expansive style. 
However, the halo slipped, for 
the first time, when England 
travelled to Scotland for the 
final game, a Grand Slam 


decider that generated an 
interest far beyond the usual 
confines of the union code. 
The Scots brought the spirit of 
Bannockburn to the battlefield 
that day and exposed Carling as 
bulb naive and inflexible in his 
leadership. 

Something similar would 
happen some JS months later 
when England contested the 
1991 World Cup Final with 
Australia. This time. Carling 
was fully equipped with a Plan 
B. Unfortunately for him. he 
activated it against opponents 
who feared Plan A rather more. 
If leadership means anything in 
a game of rugby - and there are 
those who believe captaincy 
means nothing at all - the red 
rose army marched into the 
biggest conflict in their history 
without a general. 

England would subse- 
quently win Triple Crowns and 
Grand Slams under their Mill 
glamorous hut increasingly dis- 
tant father figure, hut the main 
chance had come and gone and 
Carling knew it. He was earn- 
ing a fortune, even under ama- 
teur regulations - his lectures 
hi star-struck business leaders 
on teamwork and motivation 
would not have been nearly Mi 
lucrative had he been the cap- 
tain of Old Ruhberduckians 
rather than his country - hut his 
naiifif and lack of judgement, 
a I reach laid hare for all to scl 


on the field of play, would 
betray him again. 

Just before the 1995 World 
Cup, he spoke off-camera to a 
sports documentary crew and 
referred to the members of the 
Rugby Football Union as "57 
old farts" - a comment that was 
broadcast, much to Carling's 
unworldly' astonishment. Old 
Fandom reacted sniffQy and 
sacked him. a decision that so 
infuriated an England camp 
bristling with player power that 
they threatened to block any 
appointment ot a new captain. 
Carling was reinstated inside 48 
hours, but from that moment, 
rugbvs enormously influential 
establishment had him marked 

down as an outsider. He was do 
longer “one of us". 

In many wavs. Carling was 
never a natural insider anyway. 
Such contradictory characters 
seldom are. A diffident man 
with an almost paranoid sus- 
picion of the media, he now 
intends to pursue a career as a 
television anchorman. An 
instinctive "lad" with a rugby 
player’s capacity for umpteen 
gallons of beer, he has manu- 
factured and financed a lifestyle 
that virtually disqualifies him 
from a simple night out with the 
boys. Quite how he intends to 
square those circles without 
his regular Saturday afternoon 
adrenalin fix only time - and, 
no doubt, the tabloids - will idl. 


ing to force children ( many of 
whom, black and white will be 
more fluent in Jamaican than 
they are) to accept it as a nat- 
ural part of their Eng Lit diet. 
And all too often, schools, 
which are by their very nature 
generalist simply get it wrong: 
for example. I have very little 
against steel bands in their 
place. but for them to become 
a symbol of Caribbean culture 
is an embarrassing travesty, 
which, probably makes most 
black children cringe rather 
than feel included. 

The real aid to diversity is 
not to force everyone to accept 
a watered-down, bowdlerised 
version of a collection of half- 
digested cultures: it is for dif- 
ferent communities to have 
their chance to creme their own 
centres of tradition, which ex- 
ist uncompromised and au- 
thentic. That is why the right 
to have such schools as the 
ones now backed by the Gov- 
ernment is so important; it 
gives a clear signal that in 
modern Britain being what 
you really are is nothing to be 
afraid ot that we can live with 
real differences, and that we 
genuinely embrace the new tra- 
ditions among us. 

Mind you, that’s clearly go- 
ing to be pretty hard to achieve 
on the football field. So far. in 


all the embracing that goes on 
• after a goal, a South Asian 
player has never been in the 
huddle. No-one quite seems to 
know why. It may of course 
have a lot to do with the be- 
haviour of fans, who haven't 
folly accepted the dispropor- 
tionate number of Africa n- 
Caribbean players. Tlvo years 
ago my mate (that's what 
somebody you go to football is 
called - he can't just be a 
friend, can he?) and 1 decid- 
ed to introduce our younger 
daughters to the game. 

Having bought the most 
expensive seats in the most ex- 
pensive stand in the country, we 
assumed we’d be safe from the 
usual nonsense: yet no sooner 
had a black player popped be- 
fore the words “you lanky- 
legged black twat" whizzed 
over our heads. 1 looked at him. 
he looked me and he said, fee- 
bly “No offence meant, mate’’. 
I suppose that’s John Moison’s 
defence; he said it but didn't 
mean it and if you took offence 
it was because you blacks u. . 
all so touchy. Still, if Motson is 
down to commentate on the 
World Cup, how will he cope 
with Nigeria vs Jamaica? Now 
those guys are really touchy. The 
Beeb should keep Motson on 
the bench for his own good and 
for oure. 
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Sir Michael Tippett 


Michael Kemp Tippett, 
composer; bom London 2 
January 1905; Director of 
Music, Moriey College 1940- 
51; CBE 1959, KBE 1966; 

FRCM 1961; Artistic Director, 
Bath Festival 1969-74; 
President; Kent Opera 
Company 1979-98; CH 1979; 
President, London College of 
Music 1983-98; OM 1983; died 
London 8 January 1998. 


Michael Tippett died as one of 
the greatest English composers 
since Elgar, but the high artis- 
tic success he enjoyed was hard- 
won and long delayed. 

He began without a con- 
spicuous excess of natural mu- 
sical talcnu At the Royal 
College of Music in the 1920s 
he struggled to gain his degree 
and master the techniques of 
composition. He relumed there 
in the early Thirties for further 
study and, guided in the art of 
counterpoint by R.O. Morris, fi- 
nally acquired the skill necessary 
to speak with a voice of his own. 

That it would be a very dis- 
tinctive voice was apparent 
from the First String Quartet 
(1935), though a Symphony in 
B flat (predating the Sympho- 
ny No 1) written at this time was 
withdrawn by the composer 
along with his earlier pieces. 
The First Piano Sonata (1937) 
marked a step towards full cre- 
ative confidence, which was 
gloriously achieved by the next 
opus, the Concerto for Double 
String Orchestra (1939) - still 
Tippett's most frequently 
played work. 

With the oratorio Child of 
Our Time ( 1941 ) - a deeply af- 
fecting work and an ingenious 
recasting of the baroque pas- 
sion, substituting negro spiri- 
tuals for Lutheran chorales - 
Tippett’s reputation was firm- 
ly established, at home and 
abroad. Ft was the first of a se- 
ries of some eight major can- 
vases - oratorios or operas - 
which divide the artist's career 
into significant stages. 

Tippett was a slow, infinite- 
ly meditative worker, and pre- 
ferred to concentrate his 
energies on large works - then- 
composition sometimes pro- 
tracted over very long periods 
- on which smaller ones would 
draw for material rather than 
busy himself with a plethora of 
incidental commissions (but his 
“occasional" music, such as the 
Divertimento on Sellinger’s 
Round and the Suite for the 
Birthday of Prince Charles, is 
none the less exquisite). He 
wrote ao film music. 

His smaller-scale works are 
like satellites of the planetary 
large ones. The Concerto for 
Double String Orchestra stands 
in a similar relation toA( Child 
of Our Time (both leanfy contra- 
puntal) as file string Fantasia 
Concertante on a Theme by 
Corelli (1953) to the vastly lyri- 
cal first opera The Midsummer 
Marriage (1952). or the mosaic- 
like Second Piano Sonata 
(1962) to the anti-symphonic 
and Brecht-influenced second 
opera King Priam (1958). 

Tippett learnt early on how 
to hold himself spiritually open 
to the dawning possibility of a 
big new work, and how to live 
with the long-term physical iso- 
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DEATHS 

THOMPSON: Dorothy |n£e Cox), 
died peacefully on S January lWfc. 

aged 92 years. Memorial Service to 


anan^ud. Further enquiries 


Brighton Unitarian Church, i?J 273 


IN MEMORIAM 


FORTfc Dorrir Klara. Afoavs remem- 
bered vividly - and missed. 

SMITH: Gladys (11 January 1919-2 
May 1997). devoted sister of the late 
Evelyn Smith (died 24 August 1997). 
Thinking of you tomorrow and re- 
membering you always with love. 
Brothers John and David. 
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life. There was an assumption 
at the Royal College that a com- 
poser was “a person of sensi- 
bility, but not of intellect”, in 


Tippett’s characterisation, 
“which seemed nonsense”. He 


Tippett in 1974: 'If, in the music I write, I can create a world of sound wherein some of my generation can find refreshment for the inner life, then I 
am doing my work properly. I have to sing songs for those who can’t sing for themselves* Photograph: Hulton Getty 


lation and continuous mental 
planning then required of him. 
The discipline he achieved 
served him to the end: he could 
gestate and triumphantly realise 
his most ambitious work since 
Midsummer Marriage - The 
Mask of Time, a special sort of 
oratorio - when he was nearly 
80. and go on to create the 
opera New ibar (as well as a fifth 
string quartet, the scena Byzan- 
tium and tone-poem The Rose 
Lake), in spite of previously 
having considered his operatic 
oeuvre complete with his fourth 
essay in the medium. The Ice 
Break of 1976. 

The third opera. The Knot 
Garden (1966-70), is the work 
in which be disclosed the most 
autobiographically. It was writ- 
ten at a time when his person- 
al relations bad reached a peak 
of bitterness and severity: as an 
attempt to confront both his 
own emotional disorders and 
those of the age (the Sixties) it 
is equally agonised and brave. 
The composer was soon to en- 
joy an increased emotional and 
domestic stability (though he al- 
ways lived alone), but the vision 
informing his later works is 
rarefy free from scepticism and 
misgiving. 

The affirmative strain - con- 
sistently what has mattered 
most to Tippett - mainly sur- 
vives in these works as a beau- 


tiful impossible dream, an artis- 
tic experience at best zany and 
parenthetical: The Ice Break 
and the Triple Concerto of 
1979 look wryly back on Tip- 
pett's own earlier music and its 
lyrical positives: 77»e Mask of 
Time paints a picture of man's 
evolutionary history that is fes- 
tooned with ambiguity, and its 
darker shades perhaps pre- 
dominate in the memory. The 
work is far removed in com- 
plexion and mood from the 
earlier oratorio on the subject 
of time. The Vision of St .4m- 
gustine (1965): 35 minutes of 
coruscating intensity, a musical 
epiphany, and some would 
claim Tippett’s greatest work. 

Tippett’s composing career 
burgeoned enormously in the 
Sixties, when the British musi- 
cal establishment seemed at 
last able to drop its various prej- 
udices against him as an ob- 
scurantist (a charge invariably 
levelled against his librettos, 
which were always written by 
himself), a lover of complexity 
(for a long time his scores were 
deemed impracticable, even 
amateurish), an intellectual, 
and a pacifist (he went to 
Wormwood Scrubs as a consci- 
entious objector during the 
Second World War). 

King Priam was a presti- 
gious commission to celebrate 
the opening of the new Coven- 


try Cathedral in 1962, and the 
following year a BBC studio 
recording (under Norman del 
Mar) of The Midsummer 
Marriage made an immense im- 
pression on listeners, particu- 
larly younger ones. It was 
becoming obvious that Tippett 
was a genius among us. a truly 
inspired figure, a consummate 
maker of images who had the 
absolute gift (as he himself 
once defined it) “of knowing 
what ensemble is. of knowing 
what the sounds, the colours are 
going to be to an extraordinary 
degree”. After Britten’s death 
in 1976. he was self-evidently the 
country’s leading composer. 

He was knighted in 1966: in 
1979 he became a Companion 
of Honour, and in 1983 joined 
the Order of Merit. The Gold 
Medal of the Royal Philhar- 
monic Society came in 1976. 
From 1959 he was President of 
the Peace Pledge Union. On the 
sale of many of his manuscripts 
to the British Library in 1979 he 
endowed the Michael Tippett 
Musical Foundation, a body 
which has greatly assisted young 
musicians and new ventures. 
Apart from his compositional 
success. Tippett developed a 
certain reputation as an im- 
passioned if rather wayward 
conductor, usually of his own 
music, but occasionally and 
memorably of Elgar's. 


Michael Tippett was one of 
the most personally sensitive 
and intellectually responsive 
men 1 have ever met - gener- 
ous and exuberant and open- 
hearted. His was essentially a 
lucky life; he lived to see every 
thing be had done vindicated 
and applauded. Embarrass- 
ments and doubts regularly 
provoked by his new works 
soon enough fell away. leaving 
the latter free to sit by the old. 
in what now seems like a pure 
constellation. 

- Paul Driver 


Michael Tippett was a composer 
of our time, a maverick - as he 
liked to say - with rare intel- 
lectual depth and social con- 
science, writes David ReriU. His 
was a century “deeply scarred 
by wars, revolution and other 
turmoil, in the course of which 
I've tried to communicate 
through music some alternative 
humane values". 

Tippett was born in January 
1905. His father, a lawyer, re- 
tired early thanks to a knack for 
investment. “I loved ray fa- 
ther." Tippett recalled. “He 
was a card. foU of quips and 
jokes that appealed to us chil- 
dren." His mother dedicated 
herself to "campaigning for 
women's rights and helping to 
bring succour to the needy". 

Young Tippett arrived at 


preparatory school just before 
the Great l&hr. with an essay 
which logically demonstrated 
the non-existence of God. 
When, aged 13. he arrived at 
Fettes College in Edinburgh on 
a scholarship, he refused to join 
the cadets on moral grounds- 

As a child, he was isolated 
from the centres of music- 
making. When be first heard the 
Mother Goose suite of Ravel he 
felt an overwhelming urge to be 
a composer, although his head- 
master averred that music could 
never “pay for a boiled egg. let 
alone a boiled shirt". His par- 
ents chanced to meet a musician 
on a train, who suggested that 
he study at the Royal College 
of Music. They agreed to pay his 
fees provided he take a doc- 
torate in composition; he began 
his studies in 1923. 

Thinking carefully, as he 
did throughout bis career, he 
decided not to pursue lessons 
with Vaughan Williams because 
he saw the dangers of becom- 
ing an imitator. His ambitions 
were grand but bis knowledge 
slight. Tippett caught up on 
repertoire by attending concerts. 
He went to plays - discovering 
Chekhov, Strindberg and above 
ah Shaw - and read voracious- 
ly. This began a habit of being 
informed and inspired by ideas 
which ran against the grain of 
mid-century English musical 


felt, in the years which fol- 
lowed, that his rejection of this 
division held back his career. 

After leaving the college, he 
moved to Oxted in Surrey, 
t eaching French in the local 
preparatory school- Tippett 
promised himself that every- 
thing he did would take second 
place to composition. He kept 
his teachin g to a minim u m , 
and rejected airy opportunity for 

further work which he felt 
would take too much time. The 
result of this commitment was 

chat be lived dose to subsistence 

level. 

In 1930, Tippett presented 
the first concert of his own 
pieces. Dissatisfied with the re- 
sult, he withdrew them and 
signed up for lessons with R.O. 
Morris, author of the classic 
English work on counterpoint. 

Although be bad an “ex- 
tremely tender" relationship 
with a young woman, Francesca 
Allinson, his basic interest was 
in men, and at the time this 
caused him some psychological 
stress. He consulted a Jungian, 
in due course continuing 
through self-analysis. This 
helped him compose - seeking 
artistic truth “in the depths of 
the psyche where god-and- 
devfl images also hibernate" — 
and he felt that composing, in 
turn, made him whole, recon- 
ciled, in Jungian terms, to the 
shade and light within himself. 
He tried to convey this insight 
in his music. To become whole, 
one must become aware of the 
divided nature of the psyche. 
This was, he wrote, “the only 
truth I shall ever say". 

In a newsreeL Tippett saw 
endless rows of little crosses in 
the Flanders graveyards. “So 
this is what happened to all 
those young men I heard in my 
teens singing cheerful songs 
like Tipperary’ he realised. “I 
knew I must work towards a di- 
mate in which repetition of 
such brutalities would never 
be accepted." 

In the months before the 
outbreak of war, Tippett was 
planning an opera on the 
Dublin Easter uprising. This 
gave way to the oratorio project 
.4 Child of Our Time. His mu- 
sic was partly inspired by negro 
spirituals; after hearing “Steal 
Away”, Tippett had an anthol- 
ogy sent from the States, and 
found that “they contained 
words and tunes for every dra- 
matic or religious situation that 
could be imagined". 

Tippett was patronised - in 
both senses, he implied - by 
Edith Sitwell and her brothers, 
and they introduced him to 
T.S. ElioL Tippett asked Eliot 
to write the libretto for Child. 
The poet suggested he would be 
better served writing it himself, 
which inaugurated Tippett’s 
habit of writing texts for his own 
music. 

“I knew even then that A 
Child of Our Time was the 
turning- point in my composi- 
tional output." wrote Tippett 
“both in terms of technique and 
subject matter." U made his 
name. and. like most successful 


works, it received many inter- 
pretations over the years Deep 
South blacks saw their plight-re- 
flected, and an-Aids specialist 
in the Eighties wrote to explain 
how he felt it related to his 
patients. 

In 1940, Tippett was ap- 
pointed Director of Music at 
Moriey College, a post he held 
for 11 years. He invited nu- 
merous ‘ significant figures, 
many of whom were refugees 
from Europe. It was at Moriey 
that he first met Benjamin Brit- 
ten and Peter Pears, quickly 
becoming close to both. 

During the Second World 
War, he registered asra consci- 
entious objector, and was as- 
signed non-combatant, militar y 
duties, which he refused. He was 
taken to Wormwood Scrubs, 
handcuffed to a deserter, in the 
adjo ining cell were a rapist and 
a murderer. His mother subse- 
quently described his impris- 
onment as her “proudest 
moment". _ 

After the war, Tippett began 
presenting radio talks, which 
provided a modest secondary in- 
come; in time he edited and 
published some of them as 
Moving into .Aquarius (1959). 
Between 1947 and 1952, he 
worked on The Midsummer 
Marriage, his first opera; as for 
Child, he wrote the text. Its sto- 
ry of a betrothed couple and 
their journey towards self- 
knowledge was “written in an 
extreme polarity to the cultur- 
al and social pressures of its pe- 
riod", a life- affir ming work for 
the post-Hiroshima period. It 
was a “brilliant failure”, and sev- 
eral of the works which followed 
ran into trouble: the first soloist 
for the Piano Concerto (1953- 
55) declared it unplayable, and 
the premiere of the Second 
Symphony (1956-57) broke 
down after only a few pages. 

Tippett’s fortunes improved 
in the Sixties. King Priam was 
produced with great success by 
the film-maker Sam Wana- 
maker as part of the celebra- 
tions for the new Coventry 
Cathedral. In 1965 Tippett 
made his first visit to America 
as guest composer at the festi- 
val in Aspen, Colorado, and 
conducting invitations blos- 
somed after he substituted for 
Stravinsky in a 1968 conceit. It 
was eventually in the United 
States that his music became 
most popular. 

In the early Seventies, a 
heart irregularity was diag- 
nosed Once this was controlled 
by drugs, he remained otherwise 
healthy for years, taking long 
walks and continuing to travel 
In 1978 be took his first ex- 
tended break from composition 
in half a century to make a 
world tour, combining holidays 
with professional appearances. 
By the end of the decade, Tip- 
pett was the grand old man of 
British music. 

“If. in the music I write. I can 
create a world of sound where- 
in some of my generation can 
find refreshment for the inner 
life, then I am doing my work 1 
property," said Tippett. “I have 
to sing songs for those who 
can’t sing for themselves. Those 
songs come from the torments 
and horrors that have hap- 
pened. I can’t lose faith in 
humanity.” 


Birthdays 

TODAY: Sir Walter Bodmer. Prin- 
cipal. Hertford College, Oxford, 6 £ 
Mr Eddie Cheever, motor-racing 
driver. 40; Sir Robin Chichesier- 
Clark, former government minister. 
70: Mr Tom Clarke MR Minister for 
Film and Tourism, 57: Mr Clive 
Jones, chief executive, Carlton Tele- 
vision, 49: Dr Peter Mathias, former 
Master, Downing College, Cam- 
bridge, 7ft Sir David Miers, former 
ambassador to the Netherlands, 61; 
Sir David Neuberger. High Court 
judge, 49; Mr Denis Peach, former 
Chief Charity Commissioner, 70; 
Mr Anton Rodgers, actor, 65; Mr 
Freddie Starr, comedian, 54; Mr 
Rod Stewart, rock singer. 53: Mrs \6- 
lerie Stracban. Chairman, Board of 
Customs and Excise. 58: Sir Stephen 
Wall. United Kingdom Permanent 
Representative to the European 
Union, 51; Ms Marjorie Wallace, 
chief ex ecu the, Sane, 53. 


TOMORROW: Mr Graham Allen 
MR 45; The Right Rev John Baker, 
former Bishop of Salisbury. 70; Lord 
Bcwncss. former Director. Heruy 
Moon; Foundation. 70: Miss Kath- 
leen Byron, actress, 75: Miss Anna 
C-aider-Marshall, actress, 51; Mr 
David Cecil, racehorse breeder, 55: 
Mr Henry Cecil, racehorse trainer. 
55: Mr Jean Chretien QC, Prime 
Minister of Canada. 64; Mr Barry 
Flanagan, sculptor. 57; Mr Mick 
MacMiuras, wrestler, 71: Sir Alastair 
Morton, former UK chairman, Eu- 
rotunnel 6ft Sir Anthony Nutting, 
former government minister, 78; Mr 
Bryan Robson, former England foot- 
ball captain, 41: Air Chief Manhal 
Sir John Rogers, executive chair man. 
Motor Sports Association, RAC, 70; 
Mr Arthur ScaigifL President of the 
National Union of Mioeworkeis, 
60: Mr John Sessions, actor and 
comedian. 45. 


FAITH & REASON 


A proper role at the negotiating table 


Churches in Northern Ireland 
have for too long confined 
themselves to condemnations 
of violence and comforting its 
victims. As the peace process 
in Northern Ireland wavers, 
Ian Linden suggests that the 
churches ought to look 
beyond Stormont for insights 
into how the peace process 
might be supported. 


The Churches in Ireland “found it very 
difficult to adjust to the peace pro- 
cess", Archbishop Robert Earn es was 
recently quoted as saying. Under- 
standable enough - and commendably 
honest - given the symbolic role played 
by religion in the Anglo-Irish conflict 
fought out between Republicanism 
and Ulster Unionism. The recent re- 
emergence of "sectarian” killings is 
only the latest reminder of this. 

The traditional response to this of 
both the Catholic and Protestant 
churches has been to condemn the vi- 
olence and then largely to confine 
themselves to pastoral work within their 
respective communities, particularly in 


consoling the bereaved. This is admir- 
able. but is it adequate? Such an inward 
focus binds churches to their commu- 
nities, but makes it difficult for them 
to reach across the sectarian divide. 

Yet churches or their leaders have 
played a key role both pastorally and 
as national mediators in peace pro- 
cesses around the world in which they 
have not been seen as totally neutral 
So why are the Stormont negotiations 
talked about as if they were a unique 
example of dialogue taking place with 
a shooting war uneasily in abeyance? 

The Catholic Institute for In- 
ternational Relations (CUR) is mak- 
ing a comparative study of peace 
processes in Colombia, Guatemala. 
Angola, East Timor and South Africa. 
Each, of course, has its own unique 
dynamics but there are certain com- 
monalities. Each process has identi- 
fiable stages: facilitating dialogue 
towards ending armed conflict, ne- 
gotiations themselves, peacekeeping 
and monitoring agreements, and fi- 
nally removing the causes of the war. 
implementing socio-economic and 
political changes. The peace process 
in Northern Ireland is somewhere be- 
tween the first and second of these dif- 
ficult stages, which is why extensive 


consultations with all groups, includ- 
ing paramilitaries, has become nec- 
essary. Mo Mowlam has understood 
this, and has grasped the nettle with 
her visit to the Maze prison yesterday. 

The example of other countries 
which are moving along the process^ 
is instructive. In the case of East Tim- 
or, the United Nations convened the 
first round of an AU-inclustve Intra- 
East Timorese Dialogue in 1995 and 
an important unofficial mediator in 
this process has been the head of the 
Catholic Church in East Timor, the 
Nobel prizewinner Bishop Carlos 
Ximenes Bell. The Indonesians view 
him as a dangerous nationalist but he 
has been a major bridge-builder. 

Studied neutrality has been no op- 
tion in South Africa. The churches 
there played a significant role in the 
peacekeeping and monitoring phase, 
during 1992-4, in a local and in- 
ternational ecumenical monitoring 
programme. The Anglican Arch- 
bishop Desmond Tutu became the 
chair of the controversial Truth and 
Reconciliation Commission, the lead- 
ing peace-building structure of the 
next phase, which attracted a n umb er 
of church personnel 

In Guatemala talks between the 


government and the guerrillas who op- 
posed it resulted in January 1994 in 
an agreement setting out the frame- 
work for negotiations and the estab- 
lishment of an “Assembly of Civil 
Society”. Although not represented at 
the negotiating table, the assembly was 
officially mandated to present the 
views of civic groups to the parties in 
the peace talks. Boycotted by the pow- 
erful business associations, it none the 
less received the backing of many in 
the Catholic Church as well as the 
United Nations. Through the assem- 
bly the organisations of the indigenous 
Mayan people put forward their de- 
mands which resulted, in 1995, in an 
Accord on the Rights and Identity of 
Indigenous ftoples. The assembly was 
initially chaired by Monsignor Queza- 
da Tbruno, a highly respected church 
leader. 

A number of Lessons can be drawn 
from all this. Churches and church 
leaders seeking to intervene in peace 
processes face the same constraints as 
any civil or non-governmental or- 
ganisation. Certain phases are more 
open to intervention than others. In 
the final stages of a dirty war, for ex- 
ample, the interests of both sides usu- 
ally coincide when it comes to setting 


up provisions for amnesty laws and im- 
munity from prosecution for those 
who have been involved in violations 
of human rights; churches find it dif- 
ficult to obtain redress for the victims 
in the face of the military power of the 
governments or their opponents. 

But at other stages - such as when 
negotiations are in their infancy — 
churches can intervene effectively 
and play a key role in the powerful 
coalitions of civic groups, as in 
Guatemala and South Africa, to in- 
fluence outcomes and exert useful 
pressure to bring back or keep par- 
ties at the negotiating table. The spe- 
cial quality of the churches is that their 

structures enable vital links to be made 

between local, national and interna- 
tional initiatives for peace. This is 
important because deals made in 
smoke-filled rooms in the absence of 
local peace-making and peace- 
building are likely to fall apart And 
conversely local initiatives that do not 
dovetail into the national dialogue can 
simply be crushed, as they have been 
in Colombia. 

The churches in Ireland, therefore, 
need do more than “adjust" to the 
peace process. They need to become 
part of it 
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Footsie suffers as gloom spreads from the Far East 


market report 



DEREK PAIN 


The bugbear of Asia returned 
to haunt the stock market As 
the Fax Eastern crisis ap- 
peared to worsen Footsie fell 
98.8 points to 5,138.3. 

Not surprisingly shares with 
a significant Pacific exposure 
suffered the cruellest blows. 
The Standard Chartered 
banking group coBapsed 50p to 
547p, lowest for more than two 
years, and HSBC lost 54p to 
U79p, lowest for a year. 

Last year Standard touched 
1,081 -5p; HSBC, with ana , 
lysts forecasting a run to 
2,600p, peaked at 2347p. 

Cable & Wireless, with its 
extensive Ear Eastern network, 
retreated 23p to 494p and in- 
ternational trader Inch cape 
came off another 7p to 153p. 

Until the latest bout of 
Asian flu, hopes were high that 
the stock market would soon 
achieve a new closing peak, 
topping the 5,330.8 hit in 
October. Although the under- 
tone seemed firm, equities 


could not be expected to move 
serenely ahead with so many 
markets in despair. 

New York remained off- 
colour although the volatile 
payroll figures failed to create 
much of a stir. 

BT was one of a handful of 
blue chips to ignore the gloom, 
ringing in a 2p gain to 502.5p. 
largely on hopes that it plans 
another cash distribution 
through a special dividend. 
BG, the big mover and shaker 
on Thursday, slipped 1.25p to 
303.75p, although its former 
gas arm, Centrica, edged 
ahead 1.75p to 95.5p, reflect- 
ing the settlement of the last 
of its cash-sapping take-and- 
pay gas contracts. 

It was not only Far Eastern 
h anking shares which came un- 
der pressure. After recent 
gains the domestic variety 
were clearly vulnerable to a 
downturn and Barclays fell 
60p to l,650p and National 
Westminster Bank 51p to 


1.020p. Insurances, also recent 
higher flyers, felt the pinch. 

Among second liners 
Booker, the cash and carry 
group, endured a drubbing 
after producing a profits warn- 
ing which must have embar- 
rassed SBC Warburg. The 
shares fell 66 Jp to 272_5p. 

This week the investment 
house made positive noises 
about the food group and its 

shares rose 21 5p. Wkrburg was 
impressed by Booker's cost- 
cutting programme and 
Charles Bowen, chief execu- 
tive, said its conclusions were 
“absolutely right”. 

He said Lhe group's trading 
situation only came to light on 
Thursday and to prevent a 
false share market developing 
he decided to issue a warning 
that profits would be “some- 
what below" £80m. The mar- 
ket expected more than £90m. 

Ybridyde, a luxury scarves 
group, was another hit by a profit 
warning, falling 40-5p to 97p. 


Scottish & Newcastle, the 
brewing group, lost much of a 
lOp gain after it became ap- 
parent it win have to end its ex- 
clusive beer supply deal with 
the 4300 outlets of the Grand 
Pub Co. Although it will still de- 
liver to the pubs it will have to 
include the products of other 
brewers on its drays. The shares 
ended 2p higher at 742p. 

Share buy-in activity con- 
tinued, with General Electric 


Share spotlight 

share price, pence 

2400 
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Co, up !L25p at 3945p, picking 
up 1&5 million shares at 395p. 

WH Smith's possible sale of 
its Waterst one’s book shops 
rekindled thoughts of a cash 
handout, lifting the shares 73p 
to 423p. And Somerfidd man- 
aged to ding to the bid stoiy, 
moving ahead a further 5p to 
2353p. Latest theory is that 
Asda, should it bid, would 
retain the bigger outlets, selling 
the small er units to a c hain such 
as Bndgens, up lp to 585p. 

Skelchley, where a mystery 
bidder had apparently been 
approaching major share- 
holders, gained a further 12p 
to 58p. There is talk of a 75p 
a share offer. Disposals are ex- 
pected in the next few weeks. 

Retailers were mixed as the 
market waited for the next 
round of Christmas trading 
statements. Boots. Dixons, 
Kingfisher and Next are among 
those due next week, with 
Dixons adding the additional 
muscle of interim profits figures. 


Premier Oil finned Up to 
515p. It has made what it de- 
scribes as a “significant dis- 
covery" off Indonesia. Most 
other oil shares were lower, 
with British Petroleum off 
12p at 77Sp. 

Arriva, the former Cbwie 
group, motored 24p to 372p on 
the back of recent continental 
expansion. 

Amey, the high flying con- 
struction group, gave up 42J5p 
to 41 4p. The company con- 
firmed that Ministry of De- 
fence police were looking into 
services management con- 
tracts at one of its subsidiaries. 
Amey described the probe as 
a “routine investigation". The 
shares have enjoyed a spec- 
tacular run, largely on the 
back of railway maintenance 
contracts. Two years ago they 
were 117p. 

Oriental Restaurants rose 
12p to 25 Up, reacting to recent 
favourable comments from 
ABN Amro Hoare Govett. 


TAKING STOC K 

Prime People, the 
recruitment group, was the 
day’s best mover, up 28 per 
cent to 8p. Year’s profits 
could be more than £400,000 
a gains t £126,000. It is on the 
acquisition trail but may be 
getting closer to the PSD 
recruitment group, which 
has nearly 30 per cent. 

ISA International, the 
electronic office equipment 
group, jumped 143p to lOIp 
after Charterhouse TUney 
produced a target price of 
IlOp. Profits will be lower; 
CT expects £6 .2m for last 
year, with £6J>m this year. 

Prestige Corporate has 
acquired 83 per cent of 
Delyn, the cash-rich property 
group at I05p a share 
against 973p in the market. 

Pan Andean Resources, 
seeking oil in Bolivia, has 
raised £Im, selling shares at 
30p; the price fell lp to 
30-5p. 
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BT considers huge 
investor payout as 
directory bills soar 


British Telecom is 
considering launching a 
multi-billion pound 
special payout to 
shareholders later this 
year. The news emerged 
as BT revealed that 
customers would have to 
pay 40 per cent more to 
use its directory 
enquiry service. The 
increase was criticised by 
one users’ group. 

Chris Godsmark, Business 
Correspondent, reports. 


BTs senior management, in- 
cluding Sir Ft ter Bo afield, chief 
executive, has told City analysts 
that the group intends to gel 
approval from shareholders to 
make a buyback at its annual 
general meeting in July. 

Speculation about buybacks 
helped fuel a 5 per cent surge 
in BT shares last week, which 
dosed at 5025p yesterday, up 
2p on the day to equal their 12- 
month peak. 

The briefings are the start 
of a wider campaign by BT to 
spell out its long-term strategy, 
following the collapse of its 
plan to merge with MCI, the 
US long-distance phones giant. 
The existing shareholder 
authority for buybacks expired 
when BT abandoned its bid for 
MG. 

A BT spokesman said the 
group was keeping the issue 
under review. He continued: 
“We’re not ruling anything 
out and we're not ruling any- 
thing in." 


Despite the decision to seek 
approval for buybacks at the 
AGM, analysts remain divided 
about whether BT would press 
ahead with the move, which 
could herald a bonanza of some 
£5bn for shareholders. 

Last autumn BT paid out 
£2 -3bn to investors through a 
35p-a-share special dividend, 
announced with its original bid 
for MCL 

Executives are likely to wait 
until the group receives $7.5bn 
(£4.6bn) in cash for its 20 per 
cent stake in MCI from World- 
Com. the US phones group 
which is bidding $37bn to buy 
BTs forraeT American merger 
partner. The deal depends on 
approval from US regulators, a 
process whicb is expected to 
take several months. 

Any buyback would also de- 
pend on whether BT found an- 
other US partner to replace 
MCL Sir Peter has surprised 
some analysts by suggesting 
that BT is in “no rush" to 
launch another US deal. 

Sir Peter is also thought to 
have pointed indirectly to BT s 
own position as a potential 
takeover target since the gov- 
ernment removed its “golden 
share" in the group. 

One analyst said this looked 
like an attempt to boost BTs 
share price when the business 
was faring increasingly tough 
competition in the UK and 
was investing heavily to com- 
pete in continental Europe. 

Meanwhile yesterday’s an- 
nouncement of a 40 per cent in- 
crease in directory enquiry 
prices will see the cost of a call 
to the “192" UK service rise 
from 25p to 35p from IS 


February. Calls to the “153" in- 
ternational directory service 
will increase from fitip to SOp. 

BT said the increase was 
needed to fond its £S4m in- 
vestment programme in the 
service in the next financial year. 
The database would be ex- 
panded to include mobile, 
pager and fax numbers by 2000. 
The service lost £21m in 1996- 
97 on sales of £1 1 5m. The cost 
of directory enquiry services, 
which were free until April 
1991. was cut from 45p to 25p 
four years ago. 

“Very few residential cus- 
tomers regularly use directory 
enquiries and they shouldn't he 
paying for it. This is about fair- 
ness, with the people who use 
the service paying for it," said 
the spokesman. 

About 60 percent of calls to 
the service are made by 
businesses. 

But Steve Thorpe, of the 
Telecommunications Users' As- 
sociation, described the price 
hike as “completely unjust.” He 
said: “The customer shouldn't 
be funding new technology 
when this is a public service." 

At the same time BT is 
proposing to provide directory 
information through the Inter- 
net for free, with customers pay- 
ing only the normal cost to their 
service provider. 

Oftel, the watchdog, de- 
scribed the price increase as a 
“commercial decision" for BT 
but warned that it had not 
been consulted about the In- 
ternet enquiry service. “Well be 
looking at this very closely to see 
it there are any data protection 
problems," said an Oftel 
spokesman. 


Prime Minister Tony Blair (left) shakkig hands with Hiroshi Okuda, the Toyota Motor 
president, at the end of a joint news conference in a Tokyo hotel Photograph: Router 


Toyota’s expansion could 
herald car investment boom 


No price cuts yet for British 
Gas’s low-income customers 


Moves to cut prices for 
low-income British Gas 
customers collapsed in 
confusion last night as 
Of gas, the industry 
watchdog, abandoned its 
announcement at the 
last minute. It means 
low-spending homes will 
have to wait for news of 
price reductions, while 
bills for most other 
customers will fall by 
9 per cent from Monday. 
Chris Godsmark reports. 


Ofgas had been planning to 
issue a press release yesterday 
afternoon which was expected 
to announce interim price cuts 
for around a million house- 
holds with pre-payment meters. 
But the watchdog unexpectedly 
changed its mind yesterday 
evening, without explanation. 

Sources dose to Ofgas said 
some technical details about 
the statement bad not been set- 


tled. But a spokesman said: 
“We cannot say anything until 
Monday. Something should be 
coming out then." 

However a British Gas 
spokeswoman said the two 
sides were still negotiating, 
although Ofgas had been about 
to fax its press release to jour- 
nalists. “Discussions have been 
going on since July and we’re 
still talking. The Ofgas state- 
ment was just a skeleton. It’s not 
a big shock horror problem.” 

The chaos means British 
Gas will push ahead with 
nationwide price reductions 
for 16 million of its 19 million 
residential customers on Mon- 
day, while charges for pre-pay- 
ment meter households will 
remain frozen. A further two 
million homes paying through 
various budget plans will also 
have to wait longer to hear 
whether they will receive any 
reduction. 

British Gas is knocking 9 per 
cent off bills for customers pay- 
ing by direct debit, worth almost 
£29 in annual savings, while 
homes settling biDs promptly will 


see bills fall by 8 per cenL Tie 
reductions are largely the result 
of cuts in pipeline charges paid 
to Transco. the pipeline network 
which is now a separate business 
to the British Gas supply group. 

There had been speculation 
that Ofgas would reveal price 
reductions for pre-payment 
customers of around 3 per 
cent, worth some £7 off annual 
charges. The other 2 million 
low-income homes were ex- 
pected to have to wait longer 
to hear whether they would get 
similar reductions. 

The statement would have 
been seen as a partial victory 
for the Gas Consumers Coun- 
cil (GCC). which had cam- 
paigned to see the national 
price cuts implemented across 
ail homes. Sue Slipman. the 
GCC's director, was perplexed 
about Ofgas's decision to aban- 
don its statement. 

“We were very much hop- 
ing there would be an an- 
nouncement. We had been 
expecting one. We’ve got no 
idea why it hasn’t been made," 
she said. 


The Gpvemment is 
hoping to attract a 
string of Japanese and 
American car 
component firms into 
the UK following 
Toyota’s confirmation 
yesterday that it is to 
double production at 
its Deeside engine 
plant through a £l50m 
investment creating 
310 jobs. Michael Harrison 
reports. 


Trade and industry officials are 
confident of attracting fresh 
inward investment into the 
motor industry in the wake of 
the Toyota expansion in North 
Wales. Negotiations on a 
number of projects are 
thought to be at an advanced 
stage. 

The Welsh Development 
Agency is ready to offer Ford 
an aid package to build en- 
gines for the new X400 baby 
Jaguar at its Bridgend plant 
in South Wales. 

There are also hopes that 
the increase in production at 
Nissan's Sunderland plant to 
300.000 cars a year with the 
introduction of a third model 


will tempt more suppliers of 
heavy, high-value compo- 
nents such as transmissions to 
set up in the UK 

Japanese car firms have 
now invested £3.7bn in UK 
manufacturing facilities, 
creating 10.000 jobs. The 
latest Toyota expansion 
brings its UK investment to 
£l_5bn. However, Britain has 
only been partially successful 
in attracting component 
firms. Only nine of Japan's 20 
hugest component suppliers 
have manufacturing opera- 
tions in the UK 

The expansion of the Dee- 
side site will double its out- 
put of engines to 400.000 a 
year and include a new cast- 
ings plant. Negotiations are 
still going on over the level of 
aid Toyota will receive, al- 
though it is expected to be 
less than £3m. The increase 
in engine production will en- 
able it to supply both the Bur- 
naston car plant in 
Derbyshire and the new small 
car assembly plant Toyota is 
building in Valenciennes, 
northern France. 

According to some esti- 
mates, the new small car, 
based on the existing Starlet 
model, will contain up to 50 
per cent British content. 

The Deeside investment 


will take its workforce in 
North W^es to 600. By the 
time Bumaston begins pro- 
duction of a second model, 
the Corolla, late this year, the 
workforce there will have 
reached 3,000. 

Speaking in Japan after 
meeting Hiroshi Okuda, the 
president of Toyota, the 
Prime Minister Tony Blair 
said: “It shows yet again the 
continuing confidence people 
have in the UK economy." 

Margaret Beckett, Presi- 
dent of the Board of Trade, 
who is on a trade mission to 
the Far East, said that fol- 
lowing Jaguar's decision to 
build the X4Q0 at Halewood, 
Toyota’s announcement was 
“further endorsement of the 
UK as the number one loca- 
tion for automotive invest- 
ment in Europe". 

Officials deny that the 
strength of the pound or 
Britain's decision to stay out 
of the European single cur- 
rency is deterring inward in- 
vestors, pointing out that the 
UK continues to attract 40 
per cent of all Japanese in- 
vestment into the European 
Union. 

Total Japanese investment 
in the LTC stands at £31bn out 
of a total inward investment 
stock of £140bn. 


Wall Street and London fall as US 
job figures revive inflation fears 


Hong Kong investment 
bank rescue falls through 


The American economy 
generated an astonishing 
number of new jobs once 
again in December. 
Financial markets in the 
US and UK, rather than 
rejoicing, took a tumble 
as the figures revived 
concerns that inflation 
would pick up. Diane Coyle, 
Economics Editor, 
weighs up the risks while 
Stephen Vines reports on the 
continuing Asian crisis. 


Employment in the US jumped 
by 370.000 in December, far 
more than any economists had 
been predicting. The increase 
followed a November increase 
revised up to 41 2,000, and took 
the number of Americans in 
employment to an all-time 
record of 64.1 per cent. 


The pace of job creation has 
gathered steam, with an extra 
3.2 million generated last year, 
up from 22i million in 19%. The 
unemployment rate stood at 4.7 
per cent last month. The Labor 
Department described unem- 
ployment, at 6.4 million, as 
“essentially unchanged" from its 
quarter-century low. 

Wall Street saw yesterday's 
jobs report as tilting the balance 
slightly back towards an inter- 
est rate rise at some future date. 
The T-easury bond market re- 
treated from its recent peak, 
while the Dow Jones index fell 
as much as 140 points to 
7.662.62 late-morning before 
regaining a bit of lost ground. 

In London, the FTSE-100 
index dosed 98.8 points lower 
at 5.1383. driven by the weak 
start on Wail Street and Asian 
woes. 

The contrast between the US 
and continental jobs markets 
was highlighted by German fig- 


ures showing an unexpected 
increase of 20.000 in unem- 
ployment to 42)5 million in De- 
cember. A German news 
agency reported Chancellor 
Helmut Kohl as saying it would 
not be possible to meet his ear- 
lier pledge to halve unemploy- 
ment by the year 2000. 

And in France, the govern- 
ment announced an extra Frlbn 
(£100m) fund to increase ben- 
efits for the unemployed, in re- 
sponse to protests. France’s 
jobless rate is at a post-war high 
of 12.4 per cent. 

The startlingly good US jobs 
figures were accompanied by 
news of only a small rise in av- 
erage hourly earnings to S12.4S, 
a cent up on the month. The De- 
cember earnings figure was sub- 
dued. however, by the fact that 
there were three extra working 
days in the month, and is likely 
to bounce higher in January. 

Earnings growth has 
climbed steadily to a rate of 


around 4 per cent in the latest 
quarter -still low given the drop 
in unemployment. 

Meanwhile, in Indonesia the 
stock market looked poised to 
break its recent record of hit- 
ting new lows every day as 
prices actually rose in early 
trading, only to end the day with 
a 1 per cent fall. However, the 
local currency surged some 25 
per cent. 

This faint whiff of optimism 
came with news that Bill Clin- 
ton. the US President, had per- 
sonally intervened in the crisis 
by way of a 25-minute telephone 
conversation with President 
Suharto, during which he se- 
cured Indonesian agreement 
to take the bitter medicine 
proscribed by the Internation- 
al Monetary Fund as the price 
for its $43bn bail-ouL 

Later in the day President 
Suharto issued a statement say- 
ing he would folly implement 
the IMPs plans. 


Peregrine Investment Hold- 
ings, one of Asia’s largest and 
fastest-growing investment 
banks, is poised to become the 
most high profile victim of the 
Asian financial crisis. 

After repeated delays Pere- 
grine, a Hong Kong company, 
yesterday announced that what 
amounted to a rescue by the 
Swiss-based Zurich Group had 
fallen through. Zurich had ini- 
tially agreed to buy a 24 per cent 
stake in the troubled Pere- 
grine group for $200m 
(£120m). The First Chicago 
Bank National Bank had also 
promised to buy a smaller stake 
for $50m. 

The absence of this cash 
infusion places a large question 
mark over the future of 
Peregrine, one of Asia's most 
aggressive and, at one time, 
most successful deal-makers. 

Peregrine Brokerage, a 
wholly owned subsidiary of the 
company, has been suspended 
from membership of the Hong 


o 




Waterstone set to 
regain book empire 


.-I 



Tim Waterstone looked set to 
regain control !of his book- 
selling empire yesterday when 
it emerged that the music group 
EMI was in exclusive talks to 
buy Waterstone’s from WH 
Smith and the chain’s en- 

trepreneurial founder as chair- 
man. The deal would create the 
UK's largest bookselling chain 
and enable WH Smith to return 
up to £200m to shareholders. 

EMI, which also owns the 
Dillons and HMV stores, con- 
firmed it was considering a 
joint venture bid to buy Water- 
stone's in a deal that could val- 
ue the chain at £250m-£300m. 
Though the statement did not 
mention Mr Waterstone by 
name it is understood that he 
would be non-executive chair- 
man of a new company that 
would indude Waterstone’s, 
Dillons and HMV. Alan Giles, 
Waterstone’s chief executive, 
would run the merged book di- 
vision while Stuart MacAllister 
would remain in charge of 
HMV It is thought that both the 
Waterstone's and Dillons names 
would be retained. 

The deal would be sweet 
comeback for Mr Waterstone 
who felled last autumn in an au- 
dacious £1 bn offer for the whole 
WH Smith group. That ap- 
proach was rejected and WH 
Smith, under Richard Han- 
dover, the new chief executive, 
announced a break-up plan to 
demerge Witerstane's and sell 
its interest in Our Price music. 
Witerstone’s was due to be 
demerged in the spring. 

Tim Waters tone is being 
backed by Advent, the venture 


capital group, whfle SBCT^r- 
burg Dillon Reed is advising 
EML SBC Warburg acted aS Mr 

Waterstone’s adviser during his 
approach to Smith’s. _ ■ . 

A trade sale would benefit 
Smiths as it would involve tow-. 

er costs that a demerger which 

analysts originally suggested 
could value Waterstone's at up 
to£350m. _ i- 

It is now thought unlikely 
that Waterstone’s management 
will attempt a buy-out of its own. 
Mr Giles rind Mr Witerstone 
get along well and worked to- 
gether for several months when 
Mr Giles was first placed. in' 
charge of the group- - 
EMI's interest in merging 
Dillons and Witerstone’s is a re- 
sult of its concerns that it does 
not have sufficient clout in a 
rapidly consolidating market 
Analysts feel the Water- 
stone's deal may ultimately be 
a way for EMI to reduo? its ex- 
posure to books. They say the 
Dillons-Waterstone's combina- 
tion may eventually be floated 
off as a separate company. 
“Overall, it seems to provide an 
exit for EMI to extract itsflf 
from the retailing end of the 
business to focus on its core of 
music publishing and records^ 
music," said Anthony de La*- 
rinaga. media analyst at Paj?- 
mure Gordon. 

The merged company wouki_ 
have 450 stores (including" 
HMV) and control 17 percent 
of Britain's book market. WH 
Smith has a 15 per cent share.. 
Analysts do not expect the deal 
to run into regulatory problems. 

-Nigel Cope 
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INDEPENDENT ON SUNDAY 


This weekend, the Independent on Sunday begins its eighth annual 
search for Britain's fastest-growing private companies- Many 
of the companies identified by previous listings compiled by-j 
the newspaper in association with the accountants Price 
Waterhouse have, tike those named above, gone on to become 
substantial public companies. The growing importance of this 
sector of the economy is increasingly widely recognised. As the 
longest-running survey, the Independent 100 hasbeeoftie a highly 
reliable indicator of future business success. 
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Kong stock exchange. Traders 
have been told that they need 
not report for work on 
Monday. 

However, the company 
insists that it is looking for 
other partners to take a stake 
in Peregrine. 

The exact nature of Pere- 
grine’s problems are not known. 

Peregrine is also understood 
to be owed $265m by an 
Indonesian transportation com- 
pany called Steady Safe which 
has close ties to the family of 
Indonesia's President Suharto. 
This debt is close to one-third 
of Peregrine’s capital. It was due 
to be repaid by a Steady Safe 
share issue which failed to get 
approval. 

Many of Hong Kong's lead- 
ing businessmen, including the 
most influential, Li Ka-shing, 
have been linked with Peregrine 
and have helped it achieve 
record amounts of business in 
its brief nine-year history. 

- Stephen Vines 
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Don't count on a happy ending for markets 


JEREMY 

WARNER 

ON WHY 
FALLING 
LONG-TERM 
INTEREST 
RATES COULD 
BE BAD NEWS 
FOR EQUITIES 


The portents are strange this year torna- 
dos in Selsey, spring buds in January; floods 
in the Wfest Country; and now National Sav- 
ings, which has taken to offering a higher 
return on short-term deposits than on long- 
term ones. Long-term savers normally ex- 
pect to be rewarded for their thrift. What’s 
happening? Has the world gone mad? 

Perhaps not quite yet, but the National 
Savings move does in its own small way 
neatly illustrate the seismic shift taking place 
throughout the developed world in 
investment perceptions and patterns right 
now. 

National Savings this week cut its rates 
on new pensioner bonds and chil dren's 
bonds by half a percentage point to 65 per 
cent and Cl25 per cent respectively. Both 
bonds involve a five-year lock-in. Nation- 
al Savings income bonds, on the other hand, 
which can be withdrawn on three months' 
notice, now pay 7 per cent 

The situation is not quite as bizarre as 
it might seem, since the longer-term bonds 
are tax-free and therefore continue to 
deliver a higher effective return than the 
shorter ones. 

Even so, this is a pretty odd turn of 
events and no mistake. Will we soon be in 
a position where it is better to save short- 
term than long-term? Few other savings in- 


stitutions yet exactly mirror the position at 
National Savings, hut they are all be ginning 
to drift in that direction. Actually, what 
National Savings is doing is driven, not by 
madness, but by what's happening in the 
capital markets. Yields on long-dated gflts 
are now lower than at any time since the 
1960s, but short-term interest rates continue 
at a relatively high level. 

The reasons for this are well rehearsed. 
The newly independent Bank of England 
has thought it necessary to drive up base 
rales so as to choke off perceived inflationary 
dangers. Meanwhile, long- term interest rates 
have been falling. This is being caused by 
three factors. In part it is down to faith in 
the Bank's ability to bold the lid on infla- 
tion. Another factor is convergence with 
long-term interest rates in Germany as 
Britain warms to the single currency. 

But perhaps most important of all, 
Britain is mirroring what is happening 
throughout the developed world. In the US. 
the yield on the benchmark Treasury long 
bond is now lower than it has been at any 
stage since the great depression of the 1930s. 

So radically do things seem to have 
changed that it is now possible to think in 
terms of falling prices during the next leg 
of the business cycle. Increased competi- 
tion thanks to globalisation, the effect of 


new technology, the Asian crisis and a per- 
haps overly cautious monetary policy, 
mean that for the first time since the 1930s 
there is a real, if perhaps exaggerated, pos- 
sibility of deflation. 

This is having some abnormal conse- 
quences for investmeu t returns. One of the 
big stories this week, for instance, has been 
the steady stream of announcements from 
life assurance companies of cuts in guar- 
anteed annual bonuses. Given that both 
equity and bond prices had a record year 
last year, many policyholders are going to 
find this hard to understand. 

Again the phenomenon is explained by 
lower anticipated rates of return, particu- 
larly on bonds. Returns on new investment 
have, in fact, been declining steadily 
throughout most of the 1990s, but many 
life companies chose to turn a blind eye to 
this and continued to declare quite high 
annual bonus rates by bolstering them from 
free reserves. 

After the sharp gains in gilts last year, 
the dam can now no longer be held. For 
pensions business, the fall in returns on gQts 
has been exacerbated by the abolition of 
the tax credit on dividends. Annual bonus- 
es cannot continue to be “guaranteed" at 
former inflated levels. Most life companies 
are keen to stress that lower annual bonus 


levels do not necessarily mean policyholders 
will be any less well off. Lower returns 
reflect lower anticipated rates of inflation, 
so, in real terms, policyholders ought to be 
unaffected. 

Indeed, if infla tion does sink to zero or 
less, as it has done already in Japan, it is 
possible to imagin e a situation where real 
rates of return become higher for sawere than 
they are now or traditionally have been - 
cm bonds at least As Alan Greenspan, chair- 
man of the US Federal Reserve, pointed 
out in a speech last weekend, since nomi- 
nal interest rates cannot fall below zero, 
falling prices for goods and services raise 
the possibility of increased real interest rates. 

Since the middle of last year, there has 
been extreme volatility in equity markets, 
triggered by the crisis in the Far East and 
fears that this might cause a global de- 
flation. At its worst, this might tie similar 
in its consequences to the great depres- 
sion of the 1930s. Overly alarmist stuff, 
perhaps. All the same, falling prices, 
particularly at a time of rising wage costs, 
would have serious implications for 
corporate profits. 

At the very least. Western industries, are 
going to be hit by a flood of cheap imports 
from the former Tiger economies. No won- 
der Wall Street is no higher now than it was 


last August. Wfcli Street's bull market is al- 
ready at an end, even if US equities are so 
. far resisting a fully fledged bear market 

The bull market in bonds has none the 
less continued apace. Normally the two 
move in tandem, believing that what's good 
for bonds is also good for equities. Now 
the two are showing unnerving signs of de- 
coupling. The effect of this has been to nar- 
row the traditional yield gap between 
equities and bonds from its “normal" lev- 
el of something above 2 per cent to 
something below 2 per cent Few market 
analysts expect it to reverse back the oth- 
er way, so that “safe" bonds once more be- 
gin to yield less than “risky” equities, as they 
did in the 1930s, 40s and 50s. But quite a 
lot think the gap will continue narrowing. 

There are two ways in which this 
could happen. Either equities could fail, 
or the bull market in bonds might persist 
while equities continue to tread water. Of 
the two, the former possibility looks for 
the time being to be the most likely. Don't 
count on it though. If there is no adequaLe 
policy response to the problems of Lhe 
Far East and deflation becomes a reality, 
even on a limited scale, we might be look- 
ing at a combination of bear and bull mar- 
kets in equities and bonds. Not good, not 
good at all. 


Scottish & Newcastle 
supply monopoly blow 
cheers beer drinkers 


Scottish & Newcastle 
has lost an exclusive 
contract to provide beer 
to the Grand Pub 
Company, the largest 
independent Inns 
group in the country. 
Andrew Yates reports on 
a deal that should herald 
a transformation of the 
pub industry, giving 
customers a wider 
choice of beers but ' 
causing more hardship 
for brewers. 

Regulars at Grand Pub’s 4300 
hostelries will be able to choose 
from an array of new beer 
brands as well as their traditional 
tipples such as fester’s and 
John Smiths. The pub group yes- 
terday sealed a new supply deal 
with a host of big brewers such 
as Whitbread and Bass which 
could see the introduction of 
best-selling lagers such as Car- 
ling Black Label and Budweis- 
er and popular bitters such as 
Tetley and Bodcfingtons bitters. 


But the news is a blow to 
Scottish & Newcastle (S&N) 
who have lost their monopoly 
over one of the biggest supply 
deals in the industry which 
they have held since 1991. The 
contract is for 13 million bar- 
rels, equivalent to 290 million 
pints, and is worth about 
£250m pounds to the brewing 
industry. The new agreement is 
likely to cost S&N more than 
£20m in lost profits according 
to industry analysts. 

S&N has been forced to in- 
crease beer discounts by about 
£15 a barrel The brewer is also 
likely to lose a third of its sales 
over the next few years as 
drinkers switch to other 
brands. S&N shares rose lOp 
to 750p in early trading but fell 
back to 742p as the market 
digested the introduction of 
new rivals. 

Nomura, the Japanese in- 
vestment bank, created Grand 
Pub last year after it bought the 
Inntrepreneur and Spring Inns 
pub chains from Grand Met- 
ropolitan and Pasters. The deal 
will secure higher discounts 
for tenants which have taken le- 
gal action against the rftams, ac- 


cusing the pub chains of forc- 
ing them to pay extortionate 
beer prices in the past. It will 
also underpin the pub group’s 
profits and increase the 
chances of an eventual stock 
market flotation. 

The innovative deal allows 
pub tenants to choose from a 
shopping list of beers. “This is 
a ground-breaking move and 
should lead to a big shake-up 
in the beer industry with a wider 
choice of beers on offer but 
smaller, regional groups with 
weaker brands risk being 
squeezed out,” said one drinks 
analyst 

S&N admitted that the an- 
nouncement was bad news but 
was not unexpected. “There win 
be some erosion of our brand 
position. However, more large 
independent estates are turning 
to multi-sourcing and we could 
pick up volume elsewhere." 
said an S&N spokesman. 

A spokesman for Camra. 
the real ale lobby group, said: 
“We welcome the wider choice 
it offers customers and that pub 
tenants still have the right to 
provide guest ales. But this is 
only the first step." 


Who will be in EMU? The financial markets' view 

The closer other countries got to the dashed baierme (Germany) 
the more likely they are to JomEHU. 
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TOWARDS EMU' U the fine moves towards the German base line it means 
investors no longer require such a high premium lor holding dial country's bonds 
compared to German ones, because they are confident the currency won’t 
devalue against the mark in other words, they think that country wfl be locked mto 
a single currency with Genn any in 10 years' time 

AWAY FROM EMU However, it they think the country won't be in EMU. thatit will 
have higher inflation, and that there is a risk of a future devaluation against the 
mark, then they will demand an extra premium for holding that country's bonds, so 
the fine will move away from the base. 


When will EMU start? The City Analysts’ View. 

Tie Independent asked analysts from: 

flkko Europe, Paine Webber, ABN Amro. JP Morgan, Deutsche Morgan Braden 
Salomon Brothers, Goldman Sachs, HSBC James Capet, UBS 
vhat probability they placed on EMU starting on time. 

Probability EMU starts on time 86% 

Probability EMU is delayed' 10.5% 

Probability EMU never happens: 3 5% 


EMU odds 
continue to 
shorten 

The odds that economic and 
monetary union (EMU) will go 
ahead on time were shortened 
this week as evidence mounted 
that “in” countries would meet 
the Maastricht criteria. 

The most sceptical econo- 
mist on The Independent’s pan- 
el of experts, Stephen King of 
James CapeL, now believes there 
is a 75 per cent likelihood that 
1 1 countries will enter monetary 
union in January 1999. “Coun- 
tries like Italy have made fur- 
ther progress in terms of 
reducing deficits. The argu- 
ments in favour of delay are get- 
ting weaker,” Mr King said. 

The panel said central 
bankers had successfully beaten 
off any threat that the Asian 
currency crisis would upset the 
exchange rate mechanism. 
Jean-Claude Trichet, Governor 
of the Bank of France, and Wira 
Duisenberg, bead of the Eu- 
ropean Monetary Institute, had 
both made upbeat comments. 

Lingering doubts focus on 
German)’. Four German acad- 
emics wall on Monday put a case 
to the country’s constitutional 
court, which includes judges 
who have criticised a failure to 
keep strictly to Maastricht. How- 
ever, the panel said the court is 
unlikely to come out against the 
German government, as long as 
the Bundesbank is in favour. 


Former Volkswagen chief seriously hurt in car crash 


Managers buy back RJB mine 


John Lewis signals a good 
start to winter sales 

John Lewis Partnership, the department store and Wailrose 
supermarket group, provided the first signal yesterday that the 
winter sales had got off to a flying start. In the week to 3 Jan- 
uary, Lhe first week after Christmas, sales in John Lewis's de- 
partment stores were a remarkable 33.4 per cent ahead of the * 
same week last year. Some of this gain was because the stores 
were open for an extra day but the group was still jubilanL 
“People were definitely feeling the need to spend," a 
spokeswoman said. “A lot of people look two weeks holiday 
and they came out shopping because they felt they were going 
to get really good bargains.” 

Sketchley spurns approach 

Sketchley, the troubled dry cleaning group, has rejected a tentative 
approach from a mystery bidder and is seeking clarification of 
the bidder’s position. Hie predator made an approach to some 
of Sketdhiey’s institutional investors in the last few days though 
some yesterday described the proposals as “somewhat undear” 
Sketchley’s shares shot up IGp to 56p on the news. 

Sketchley has been in trouble for the last two years and 
reported a £4m loss in 1997 after a black hole in its accounts 
revealed film of losses. It is expected to announce some 
disposals next week, which could indude the main high street 
dry cleaning chain. 

Watmoughs offer extended 

Quebecor Priming Inc (QPI). the Canadian company that 
last month launched a 257p bid for V&Lmoughs, the UK print- 
ing company, said its cash offers had been extended and would 
remain open until 3pm on 22 January. It said that as of 3pm 
on Thursday, valid acceptances of the offers had been re- 
ceived in respect of approximately 0.1 per cent and 4.1 per 
cent respectively of Watmoughs’ issued ordinary and pref- 
erence share capital. 

Booker shares plunge 

Shares in Booker plunged 20 per cent after the food distribu- 
tor said poor sales at its food wholesale units would push its 1997 
profits below the previous year’s figure. The shares fell 675p to 
271 -5p after the warning, the company’s second in four months. 
Booker said pre-tax profit would be “somewhat below” £80m 
after a disappointing end Lo the year at its BBW wholesale unit. 

Television Corp’s new chief 


Jose Ignacio Lopez, the former VoII®- 
waeen executive who was at the cen- 
tre” of an industrial espionage battle 
■ between VW and General Motors, was 
• last night in hospital in a serious con- 
dition after a car crash. 

Doctors said a brain scan had shown 
“areas of cerebral contusions”, but 
lhe extent of the injuries was unclear 
and more tests were being conducted. 

“He is still in intensive care and his 
condition remains very serious,” a 
statement from the hospital said. 

Mr Lopez, 56, will remain under 
observation, until doctors decide 
whether surgery will be necessary. He 


took a severe blow to tbe head when 
his Audi 80 smashed into a truck. 

Mr Lopez became famous for in- 
troducing revolutionary measures to 
cut costs in the car industry in the early 
1990s. He defected from General 
Motors to Vblkswagen early in 1993. 
and implemented hardline measures 
which helped put the ailing German 
car-maker bad; into profit. 

However, his reputation was 
tainted by allegations by General 
Motors that he stole confidential 
documents and gave them to Volk- 
swagen. He denied tins but was forced 
to resign in 1996. 



Jose Ignacio Lopez: Forced to 
resign over industrial espionage 


One of the UK's smallest coal mines, 
with a history dating back to the 
1700s. has been sold to its management 
by RJB Mining, the country’s largest 
coal producer. 

RJB bought Blenkinsopp Colliery, 
on the border between Northumber- 
land and Cumbria, from shareholders 
including Alan Wardle. its managing 
director, in 1 990. Yesierday RJB an- 
nounced that Mr Wirdle and his man- 
agement had bought the colliery hack 
for an undisclosed sum. It leaves RJB 
with 16 collieries acquired during the 
J994 privatisation of British Coai. 

Richard Budge, RJB’s chief exec- 


utive, said the decision to sell Blenk- 
insopp was not connected with the 
crisis over the industry's long term 
future. “The mine is small and isolated 
from our mainstream operations. Its 
activities are best managed locally,” 
said Mr Budge. 

Blenkinsopp escaped privatisation 
in Lhe 1940s. Mr Wirdle said his fam- 
ily bad remained connected with the 
pit, where be has worked since Lhe 
1960s. 

The sale included about 25 com- 
pulsory redundancies at the pit. which 
will reduce the workforce to UK). 

- Chris Godsmark. 


Television Corporation, the television facilities provider, has 
appointed Chris Rowlands as chief executive designate. Mr 
Rowlands, 46, was chief executive of HTV Group until June 
1997, when it was acquired by United News & Media. He 
will become Television Corp’s chief executive on 1 July, when 
chairman Richard Dunn will stand down and be replaced 
by chief executive Terry Bate. 
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Precious rice harvest makes India’s winter turn gold 
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In the country of the Maroons, an Indomitable band of runaway slaves who found sanctuary in north-east Jamaica 


Photograph: J Henderson/Hutchison Library 


Mystery, history and the spirit of survival 


in search of bananas, runaway 
slaves and warriors, Stephen Thorpe 
ventures into the Maroon country 
of north-east Jamaica. 


Ye Hrro.fi n snapper, a chunk of barracuda and 
a bag of rice would just about see us right, 
2 reckoned, as I boarded the Rio Grande ex- 
press. This decrepit lorry is the only public 
"transport between the old banana centre of 
-Port Antonio and the lower reaches of an 
intriguing hidden valley in north-east Jam- 
aica. I was heading for the former strong- 
hold of the Maroons, a formidable band of 
runaway slaves who found sanctuary at the 
elbow of the John Crow and Blue Mount- 
ain ranges. Provisions may have seemed a 
priority, bin other matters quickly became 
of more pressing concern. 

Our-truck was loaded to the gunwales 
with breezeblocks, building materials for 
hardy locals looking to establish a more per- 
manent footing in the valley. An old lady 
scrambled aboard with a pair of goats which 
settled in beside her. No one spoke as we 
lurched through down-at-heel settlements. 


past the turn-off for a tourist rafting expe- 
rience and the road grew ever more fissured 
teetering just feet from the edge of a 
canyon dropping sheer into the Rio Grande. 

After negotiating a landslip and veer- 
ing from the gorge past Windsor, my fears 
began to subside. Yet as we proceeded 
deeper into Maroon country the landscape 
became more rugged, framed by the twin 
mountain masses and by myriad hues of 
green. An hour later we halted in Moore 
Town, in fact a village, which straggles up- 
hill along the WUdcane tributary. The plai* 
was founded in 1739 following a treaty with 
the British that granted independence and 
is still the centre of Maroon life, run semi- 
autonomously by a committee of captains, 
majors and a coloneL 

Their history is rooted in slavery and re- 
volt- Slaves of the Spanish, the first colonists 
of Jamaica, were freed and encouraged to 
harass the British when they arrived in 1655. 
Small bands of independent Negroes sur- 
vived in the more inaccessible parts of the 
interior for more than a century. They were 
joined periodically by other escapees from 
new British plantations, systematically 
slaughtering livestock, raiding fields and 
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buildings in an effort to undermine the 
colonists. 

The great majority of rebels were 
Cororaantee or Akan speaking slaves 
from the Gold Coast and Papaws from the 
West African empires of Dahomey and 
Ashanti, renowned for their warlike stance, 
hut today's outsider has no need to fear 
malice or hostility. Visitors are treated with 
more disdain than anger and, though wel- 
comes are far from effusive, an apprecia- 
tion of their troubled past goes a long way. 

Occasionally, violence will flare up. A 
gaggle of disaffected youths, conversing in 
thick patois, strolled by a wayside banana 
gathering-ground, an urchin niftily stuffing 
a bunch under his tom T-shirt. The owner, 
a large lady' not to be trifled with, spotted 
the felony and hurled abuse, followed by 
a handful of graveL “Me kill you to rass!" 
she bellowed. It looked for all the world as 
if she would have - but the scamp was gpne. 

Nanny, the legendary chieftainess of the 
Rio Grande area in the early ISth century, 
exerted a huge influence - originally as a 
sorcerer or obeah women, then as an intu- 
itive and fearless warrior. When one Eng- 
lish hostage was taken, he found himself 
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surrounded by a group of hostile women, 
Nanny’s former associates, adorned with 
necklaces strung with the teeth of white men. 

The site of the main fortress at Nanny 
Town, on a hluff of the Blue Mountain ridge, 
was excavated 25 years ago hut is now ha re- 
ly accessible, nibble foundations reclaimed 
by the bush. Yet the spirit of the place is 
still there - and the word is that any Eu- 
ropean venturing here will die. 

Nanny herself was killed by a renegade 
slave and laid to rest in "Bump" grave at 
Moore Town; the monument now is sadly 
neglected, the area being used by school- 
children as a makeshift cricket pitch. Yet 
moves are afoot to establish a museum of 
culture in Moore Town. Maroon tradition 
still persists - drums are made by hollow- 
ing ackee trees, and rope is produced by 
twining the bark of trumpet trees. The 
abeng, a cow horn, remains a powerful 
means of communication across the valleys. 

The spirit of the Maroons, of in- 
dumi lability and ingenuity in adversity, is 
alive and well at Ambassabeth, a rustic camp 
perched in stupendous surroundings near 
the summit ridge of the John Crow moun- 
tains. Here Sister Lil presides. She is edu- 


cated. well travelled and a fine raconteuse 
- and has returned to her roots for what 
she terms "spiritual sustenance and guid- 
ance”. Tall and straight-hacked, dressed in 
voluminous .African style, rich in ochre and 
gold, she conducted a learned discourse on 
the marginalisation of the Maroons well into 
the night. It was a tale of frustration - yet 
in view of their rich and warlike history and 
Nanny’s legacy, it is unlikely that their her- 
itage will ever be destroyed. 

Getting there: Air Jamaica f 01 SI -570 9171) 
flies four limes a week from Heathrow to 
Kingston. British .Airways {0345 222111) flies 
three times weekly from Gatwick via Kingston 
to Montego Bay. Discount agents, such as 
Jctline f 0171-360 III I) offer scheduled 
flights on Air Jamaica for £480 return to 
Kingston, or charters to Montego Bay for as 
little as £315 in February (though few seats 
are a\ ailablc at this price). Matty charters also 
operate as part of package holidays. 

More information : the Jamaica Tourist 
Board is pan of the High Commission, 1-2 
Prince Consort Road. London SM72BZ. For 
brochures, call 0800 445533 (o call-handling 
agency). For other details, dial 01 71 -224 0505. 
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48 hours in the life of St Petersburg 



A gold-domed, river-broken city -well worth the battle with post-Soviet bureaucracy 


Photograph: Ellen Rooney/Robert Handing Picture Library 


Wear a Russian sheepskin hat, 
slide your hands into a fluffy 
glove-muff, pull on fur-lined boots 
and hire a horse-drawn sleigh. 

Esther Oxford introduces the 
delights of the former Hero-City 
of the Soviet Union. 

Why go now! 

Snow is thick and temperatures are cold, 
but the romance of a gold-domed, river- 
broken city muffled by whiteness will stiU 
any qualms. Ice-skate on the river Neva; 
cross-country ski in the parks that surround 
the golden statues and frozen fountains of 
PeterhoL Or descend lo abasement bar and 
introduce yourself to a tableful of Russian s, 
for a wade through a mire of talk, vodka 
and rowdy singing. For those who appre- 
ciate ballet and opera, winter is prime sea- 
son; the Kirov Theatre (now known as the 
Maiyinsky) is dosed during the summer. 

Beam down 

You can fly non-stop to St Petersburg from 
Gatwick on British Airways (0345 2221 1 1) 
or from Gatwick or Heathrow on Aeroflot 
(0171-355 2233), for around £500 includ- 
ing tax - or less through discount agents. 
Cheaper flights, ox connections from oth- 
er UK airports, maybe available from dis- 
count agents for travel on Austrian Airlines 
via Vienna, Finnair via Helsinki, KLM via 
Amsterdam, or SAS via Stockholm or 
Copenhagen. 

You will, however, need a Russian visa 
-which is, frustratingly, even more trouble- 
some to get now than it was in the days of 
the USSR. An indusive package can min- 
imise the bureaucratic nightmare that the 
visa application entails. Intourist (0171-538 
SQft?) has a th rag-night short break to St Rs- 

tersbufg, with departures starting on 20 Feb- 
ruary, including flights and four-star 
accommodation, for £390 (phis £25 visa fee). 
Scantours (0171-839 2927) offers a 10-day 
combination of Thrku, Helsinki and St Pe- 
tersburg, with three ni^its in Russia, for £865. 

If you are not on an organised tour, arriv- 
ing at Pulkovo airport can be challenging; 
your first brush with the Mafia could be one 
of the less salubrious taxi drivers here, who 
try to coerce custom from new arrivals. 
Ignore them, change some cash into 
roubles, and take one of the fast minib uses 
or a regular dty bus to Moskovskaya 
metro station, where you plug into the ex- 
cellent underground railway. 

Get your bearings 

Slicing the dty in half is the river Neva. 
North of the river is Petrograd, home to 
the Peter and Paul Fortress, the dty zoo, 
a mosque (inspired by the mausoleum of 
Ttunerlane in Samarkand), the battleship 
Aurora (an icon of the Russian Revolution) 
and the Museum of Russian Political 
History. Leafy trees adorn the residential 
areas; cafes, markets and antique shops 
break up the apartment blocks and 
parkland. 

The south side of the river Neva hosts 
the backbone of the dty -Nevsky Prospekt 
-and a high concentration of the city's sites, 
including the Winter Palace, the Bronze 
Horseman (inspirational for Pushkin's 
poem), the Hermitage, the Russian Mus- 
eum, the dry’s three major cathedrals, and 
the Summer Palace and its gardens. 

Check in 

The Grand Hotel Europe (275 2001). 
lording it over Nevsky Prospekt, is the most 


sumptuous (and expensive) hotel in St Pe- 
tersburg. It was completed in 1875, and giv- 
en a face-lift by the Art Nouveau architect 
Fyodor Ltdval, before being refurbished 
again in the late Eighties by a Swedidr-Rnss- 

ian joint venture. Security is tight: visitors 
are questioned by security guards and met- 
al detectors create an impression of a 
fortress. But once you are inside, the op- 
ulence is seductive (British newspapers, 
starched tabledoths) although the toilets 
(indeed, all the plumbing) could do with 
yet another overhaul. 

The Astoria (210 5010), a short walk from 
Nevsky Prospekt, is a beautiful buflding with 
startling views of St Isaac's Cathedral The 
journalist John Reed stayed at the hotel dur- 
ing the 1917 Revolution, and later wrote his 
famous account, Ten Days that Shook the 
World. Tae service is abysmal (expect to wait 
a good half hour for a beer) and the hotel 
is home to a casino - so garish New Russ- 
ian money is in much abundance. 

The Peterhof (325 8888), a cruise ship 
which serves as a hotel, is a cheaper option. 
The rooms are cabins -and small - but the 
furnishings are comfortable and the service 
is excellent The ship is moored near the 
Ibchkov bridge, a short walk from Nevsky 
Prospekt 


Take a ride 

If the ice breaks, dress up in those banished 
fox furs, buy a bottle of champagne and a 
jar of caviar, and hire a water-taxi to guide 
you along St Petersburg's network of rivers 
and canals. The afternoon tight is exquis- 
ite; open fires in empty metal drums punc- 
tuate the landscape and sky. Call 230 7747 
to book. 

Alternatively, hire a helicopter for a city 
overview. Fifteen-minute trips from the 
Peter and Paul Fortress start at £12 per per- 
son (104 1676 or3I5 3458). Or take a horee- 
driven sleigh-ride from the Proster 
Equestrian Centre on Krestovsky Island 
(230 7873 ot 230 7872). 

Take a hike 

A walk up Nevsky Prospekt to the river 
Neva will take you through the spectacular 
Palace Square, scene of the 1905 Revol- 
ution, and past the Hermitage (also known 
as the Winter Palace), a magnificent ex- 
ample of Baroque architecture and home 
to what is arguably the world's most im- 
pressive art collection. 

Cross the bridge on to Vasilevsky Island, 
passing a Guinness bar and the university 
grounds. The golden spire of Peter and Paul 
Fortress will be on one side of the Neva: 


the sea-blue walls of the Hermitage on the 
other. Cross the second bridge, stroll 
along the river's edge, and the enormous 
walls of the fortress (once known as the 
“Russian Bastille") will soon give way to 
the entrance. 

The Peter and Paul Fbrtress is the city's 
oldest building, and the burial site of 
eveiy czar since Peter the Great (with the 
exception of Nicholas II). Peter imprisoned 
(and later executed) his son Alexis in the 
fortress. Dostoyevsky, Gorky and Lenin’s 
brother are other famous prisoners. 

Outside the cobbled yards, church and 
museum buildings, the seif-styled “walruses" 
will entertain. These are the die-hard 
swimmers who lake a daily dip in the Neva 
all year round. During winter they pierce 
holes in the ice. 

Alternatively you can follow the foot- 
steps of the fictional murderer Rodion 
Raskolnikov, of Crime and Punis/iment, in 
a guided walking-tour of Dostoyevsky’s St 
Petersburg. Prices start at S10 a person but 
are open to negotiation, especially in 
winter (164 6S50). 

Lunch on the run 

If you are walking back from the Peter and 
Paul Fortress, take a right on to Naberezh- 


oaya Re Id Motka, from Nevsky Prospekt, 
stroll along beside the canal for a couple 
of blocks, and you will find The Idiot cafe 
(named after Dostoevsky’s novel). 

This is a winding rabbit-warren of sofa- 
filled rooms and cosy comers. The cappuc- 
cinos are large and creamy and the food 
is distinctly Russian: bBni and pelmeni (meat 
pies), beet and potato salad. The cafe 
doubles as a used-books store stocking what 
appears to be the city’s only selection of 
English language books. Chess is a popu- 
lar pastime, and it is acceptable to start 
chucking back the vodkas any time before 
lunch. 

Cultural afternoon 

The Hermitage museum houses a three- 
million-piece collection of works of art, not 
all of which are on display. It is said that 
it would take nine years to look at every 
item. There are rooms devoted to Rem- 
brandt, Picasso and Matisse - not to men- 
tion fabulous treasures from Asia. 

Between 1697 and 1852 only royalty and 
their guests could enter the Hermitage; 
thereafter, “decent citizens" were occas- 
ionally admitted. It was only after the 1917 
Revolution that ordinary people were al- 
lowed in. 
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Window shopping 



unovais, black lacquer : 

rvchira dolls, fur bats, busts of pmmand 
d Soviet flags are all easily obtained m. 
. ..i /fcnHciimttv ovct-Dikmi and, 



js and department stores «« * «- 
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nous bookstore (excellent for art books 
d sheet music). 


pemure dinner 

pvorianskoe Gnezdo serves oystexs,caviar 
and other such delicacies - exquisitely pre- 
pared. The restaurant is located in. the tea 
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e home of one of the city’s richest 

mUjes. It was also the setting for the mur-. 
sr of the mad Siberian monk Rasputm - 
stabbing, drowning and poisoning. 


(312 3205). 


Early hours 

fhe Jazz Club (164 8565) plays jazz from 
[pm. Tunnel (233 2562) is a Bohenjian. 
lightdnb in a former Soviet bomb-shelter; 
he DJ plays progressive, house and/or 
ftrhrm music. For those who like spectade, 
iy the Zoopark, a small venue right in the 
entre of the city zoo. The sounds of nqt- 

oo-loud rock and bards echo round the pa- 

fapth 1 * be? r rage s and monkey circus, softly, 
oftly, so as not to wake the animals. The . 
intrance is on Krooverksky ProspekL For 
in all-night ice-skating disco, fry the Yu- 
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Sunday morning: go to church 

Trinity cathedral, a modest building in Neo- 
classical style, nestles within the walls of the 
Alexande r Nevsky Monastery, at the east 
end of Nevsky ProspekL On Sundays the 
cathedral heaves with worshippers lig h ti ng •; 

candles, kissing icons and chanting, while . 

its choir is said to be one of St Petersburg's •; 

best : • • ■ • 

.. 1 .. t 

Bracing brunch f 

The Europa restaurant in the Grand Hotel 
Europe hosts a Sunday jazz brundi -cham- - 
pagne, delicatessen, fresh cheeses' and 
fish, exquisite pastries arranged in piles the 
size of small mountains — for US$45 (£28). 
Call 329 6000 to make a reservation. 



A walk in the park 

The Summer Gardens, between Trotsky and 
Iiteiny bridges, were built on the orders 
of Peter the Great and remain one of the 
city’s most beloved (and most central) 
sights. Those who have enjoyed kicking up 
snow, brushing past icicles and stroking, 
frozen statues indude the writers Alexan- 
der Pushkin and Nikolai Gogol, and the 
composer Pyotr Tfchaikovsky. 
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Icing on die cake 

Try a real Russian banya. Bring atowel and 
shampoo and buy a venik (a leafy bunch of 
birch twigs, available at thepaybooth) for 
the steam room. Alternate between the cold 
plunge pool, hot steam cavern, tea area and 
beauty treatment room, where salt is 
rubbed into the body to encourage sweat- 
ing, and honey is smoothed on to moisturise. 

Mytninskie Bani (271 7119) is the only 
wood-stoked banya still operating in town; 
or, if you want to try the Russian tradition 
of leaping through the ioe in a freezing lake, 
try the banya at Bolshaya Ozyomaya (553 
2396). This bathhouse is open 24 hours a 
day and has sauna, Russian parilka, pool, 
gym and massage. 



WEATHER 


The British Isles, noon today 

General summary and outlook: 

Northern Ireland and northern and western Scotland 
will have rain at first hut this will become confined 
to north-west Scotland. Eastern Scotland will have a 
mostly dry day with some bright periods, especially 
along the coast Wales and western parts of England 
will have rather a lot of cloud, just a few bright 
spells and some coastal drizzle. The best of the 
days weather will be in southern and eastern Eng- 
land where there should be some sunny spells. The 
whole country will be very mild. 

Tomorrow will be Brother mild day with the best of 
the bright or sunny spells In southern and eastern 
England. Western Scotland and Northern Ireland will 
have patchy rain at first, and this rain will edge 
erratically south-eastwards through the day, affect- 
ing some central regions before evening. Monday 
and Tuesday will be a little less mild with sunny 
spells and showers In the north and west but still a 
fair amount of dry weather in the east 


Aberdeen e 12 54 Cardiff r 12 54 lavernese e 14 57 Oxford c 13 55 

Anglnsny dr 12 54 Carllsla c 13 55 Ipswich c 13 55 Piyanitb f 13 55 

Ayr c 12 54 Cork c 11 52 Mm of Scfllyf 13 55 Scarberonghc 13 55 

Belfeet c 13 55 Dover f 12 54 Jersey s 11 52 Shrewsbury e 13 55 

Blrwiaflhaw I 13 55 Deblln d 13 55 Liverpool f 12 54 Santhflwnloaf 14 57 

Blackpool f 12 54 Edlibvrgh c 13 55 Loadoi c 14 57 Saotbend c 13 55 

BosriBBOBtbf 13 55 Exeter f 14 57 Manchnstnr e 13 55 St Andrews c 13 55 
Brighten c 11 52 Glasgow c 13 55 Newcastle c 13 55 Steraoway r 8 48 

Brittal 1 12 54 GnnrnsBy i 12 54 lotting bare ! 12 54 Tork c 14 57 



Atlantic chart, noon today 
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AA Roadwatch 

London. At between Mill Hill Crcus and 
Fivaways Comer. Roadwwto end restric- 
tions Until May 31. 

London A3211 Btaddriars Underpass. 
Contraflow. Until April 15 
Budtnghanahire, M40 Jla-J3. Road- 
works and contraflow. Until '999. 

Kent M2 J5-7. Bridge maintenance & 
restrictions. Until March 9. 

Bristol M5 JIBj-19. Major toadworts on 
Avon mouth Bndge. Until Jan 99. 
Cornwall. A38 Bodmin Partway Sali on 
turning. Contraflow. Until June 1. 
Gloucesteratsra M5 J9 Tewksbury. Con- 
traflow Until Jan 23. 

Somerset. M5 J22-J23. Major road- 
worts & contraflow. Until March 31. 
Cambs, Al Alconbury to Haddon. Con- 
struction wortt Until December 31 1998. 
Suffolk A12 between Ksssingiand and 
Wienlham. Restrictions until Mach 3. 
Dertsyshira. A38 Soldi Normalon. Major 
roadworks. Until March 1. 

Leicestershire. Ml J24. Northbound exit 
slip dosed. Use J23a. Until April 13. 
Greater Manches te r, A56 Old Trafbrd. 
ftoadworio and restrictions. Until Jan 19 
Merseyside A57. Knowsley Roadworks 
at M57 junction. Until Dec 31. 

Worth Yorks, Al Aberfort to Gartorth. 
HoadwtKVs until August i. 

Dot and about with AA Road- 
watch cdi 0336 401 tar retest local 
and nttonri traffic ness. Saves- IheWomo- 
Me Assodattai Calls ctaged A 39p per min 
[cte» raej 43 d per itttn (all other Bites) Inc 
VA1 


Lighting-up times 






Ibday 



Tomorrow 
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Air quality 

Yntnntay’s readings 
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London 

Moderate 

Good 

S England 

Moderate 

Good 

Wales 

Good 

Good 

C England 

Good 

Good 

H England 

Moderate 

Good 

Scotland 

Moderate 

Good 

N Inland 

Moderate 

Good 


Outtalk for today 
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London 
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Good 

S England 
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Good 

wales 

Good 
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C England 

Good 

Good 

N England 

Moderate 
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Scotland 

Moderate 
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High tides 

AM HT PM HTi 
LMdM 11:55 6.6 

Liverpool 9:16 66 2141 63 

Avonmouth 4:58 1L8 17:32 12.1 i 

Hufl (Afcert Dock) 4:04 8.1 1644 82 

Greenock 1024 3-3 23:06 32 

OwiLaochaire SM6 4.1 22:04 4.1 


Sun and moon 

Sun rises: 8,03 

Sun sets: 16.13 

Moon rises: 1440 

Moon sets 533 

Full moon: January 12 





The sky at night 



The celebrated variable star Mira, in the constellation Cetus, reaches its 
maximum brightness this w88k. and should be comparable with Merdcan 
This chart is for about 7 pm. 


Tb the west of Thunis and rather low over the horizon for UK 
observers basks Cetus, the Whale. In this rather inconspicuous 
constellation, the Duxch astronomer David Fabricius made the 
first noted discover of a variable star, a star that came to be known 
as Mira - the wonderful one. This week, you can spot Mira as 
Fabricius did in 1596, at roughly third magnitude and compara- 
ble with the prime star in Cetus, Menkar. Over fhe next seven 
months, its brightness to our eyes will fade by around magnitudes, 
down to well below the limit of naked-eye visibility. By next De- 
cember, it will once again return to its most brilliant state. Mira 
is a red giant star that physically pulses in and out like a very slow- 
ly beating heart. Its change in visible brightness is only half its 
story, though. Were our eyes sensitive to infra-red radiation, the 
form in which it emits most of its energy, we would perceive much 
less of a change. 

JacqueBne MWton 
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Where Lenin meets Buddha 


The 17th-century city of 
Ulan Ude, straddling the 
trans-Siberian railway 
east of Lake Baikal, is 
rarely visited by tourists. 
Yet a mix of Buddhist 
monasteries, shamanist 
shrines and churches of 
Orthodox old believers 
makes the republic of 
Buryatia a unique comer 
of Russia, writes Lucy Jones. 

There isn't much choice of 
travel when you decide your 
destination is Ulan Ude. the 
capital of BuryaUa. I travelled 
on the trans-Siberian railway, 
squeezed into a compartment 
with two enormous, wedding- 
bound sisters and an acrobat 
from Vladivostok. But one stop 
before reaching Buryatia the 
carnage suddenly emptied 

My new companions were 
Buiyal traders returning from 
China, having bought clothes to 
selL Instead of vases of hyacinths 
and boxes of radishes, the aisle 
was now filled with canvas bags 
bulging with clothes. 

Being a gateway to the east, 
Ulan Ude was a commercial 
hub before Stalin cut it off 
from the world. The cily owes 
much of its graceful architecture 
to the merchants who traded 
here in the 19th century, and it 
is currently reclaiming its mer- 
cantile past in today's com- 
modities of ghetto-blasters and 
flip-flops. But it's not just Ulan 
Ude's bustle as a trading-post 


that makes it more Asian than 
Russia. The Buryats are Bud- 
dhists and, after years of per- 
secution. are flocking to the 
monasteries. Since 1991, more 
than 30 monasteries, known as 
datsan, have- been built from loc- 
ally donated money. 

The Ivolginsk daisan, set 
against indigo moun tains, is 
the focal point of the revival - 
and reason enough to visit this 
vast land. Sitting on the sandal- 
wood steps of a temple, watch- 
ing monks hurry by while prayer 
wheels creaked in the breeze, I 
found it almost impossible to be- 
lieve that I was in Russia. 

In the morning, monks chant 
Tibetan mantras in the vividly- 
decorated main temple, 
crammed full of statues of Bud- 
dha, pictures of the Dalai Lama, 
tan trie sculptures and musical 
instruments. Some of the 
monks then retire to the 
wooden houses clustered 
around the daisan to offer 
health horoscopes, astrology 
readings and herbal medicine, 
for “as much as you can afford". 
Soon though, the cash tills will 
be ringing. A large Buddhist 
complex in the centre of Ulan 
Ude. providing Buddhist med- 
icine, philosophy courses and 
Buddhist instruction, is nearing 
completion; it will attract vis- 
itors from Europe to this oasis 
of peaceful living. 

But then, Buryatia has al- 
ways been a refuge for out- 
siders. The Old Believers, 
rebels of the Russian Orthodox 
Church, fled here in the 17th 
century to escape persecution. 
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GREEN CHANNEL 


Get rich quick? That 
depends on which side 
of the touristic divide 
you stand. Sue Wheat 
does the sums 


The first package tour 
abroad can probably be 
attributed to Thomas 
Cook's first group trip to 
Paris in 1855. Package 
holidays really took off in 
the 1950s. when travel 
companies started putting 
spare warplanes into 
action. The price of travel 
fell to a level where the 
masses could start 
holidaying to more exotic 
locations. This year, 14.5 
million of us are likely to 
take a package 
holidaymakers. • 

But who gets what from a 
package tour financially? 
Research by Leeds 
Development Education 
Centre in its award 
winning Geography pack, 
The Final Frontier, gives 
the example of Kenya and 
shows that a maximum .of 
around 40p out of every 
pound stays in the country. 


This includes 23p to the 
hotel chain (assuming it is 
Kenyan-owned), 8p to the 
safari company (again, as 
long as it is Kenyan- 
owned) and 9p to the 
government. 

The sending country (for 
instance the UK) wins the 
economic equation with 
2Qp out of every pound 
going to the tour operator 
and 40p going to the airline. 
The amount leaving Kenya 
is then bumped up further 
when imports are paid for 
(lOp out of every pound) 
and foreign debt payments 
are made (15p). This 
Lakes the total fleeing the 
country at 85p and 15p 
staying in Kenya. 

As many tour operators 
use foreign owned hotels 

and foreign -owned safari 
companies, the benefits to 
the destination economy 
may be reduced even 
further especially if the 
holiday is all-inclusive. 


The Final Frontier is 
avaUable from Leeds DEC 
( 0113-278 4030). It is also 
available on CD-ROM. 


RED CHANNEL 


One ofthe venues for 
England's cricket Tests 
against the West 
Indies has just been 
added to the Foreign 
Office danger list. 

j \Ve advise against alt but 
essential travel to Guyana. 
The situation is tense and 
volatile following the 
General Elections on 15 
December. Some pretest . 
demonstrations have led to 
violence. Visitors who must 
travel should avoid 
meetings and 

demonstrations and should 
keep off the streets of 
Georgetown [where the 
Test will take place). 
“Violent crime remains a 
problem, particularly in 
Georgetown. Do not walk 
alone at night, especially in 
the area of Stab rock 
Market and downtown 
Georgetown. Take 


additional precautions 
during daylight hours; 
exercise constant vigilance, 
do not dress 

ostentatiously, do not cany 
valuable, large quantities 
of money, video cameras, 
etc. House burglary (which 
is often accompanied by 

violence); and theft from 
cars are also major 
problems. 

“Drug trafficking in 
Guyana is becoming a 
major problem. Visitors 
caught trafficking drugs 
face long prison sentences 
and very heavy fines. Pack 
all your luggage yourself 
and do not cany any items 
that do not belong to you. 
“Typhoid is still present in 
Guyana- Malaria is 
prevalent in all areas 
outside Georgetown." 

Foreign Office Travel Advice 
is displayed in BBC2 
( Ceefax ) p470 or call 01 71- 

2384503 


It is still possible to see their 
brightly painted homes, and 
the houses of the White Army 
officials for whom the city was 
a base while they fought the Bol- 
sheviks during the Revolution. 
All this coexists with the in- 
digenous shamanist sacred 
shrines - ancient rocks, with 
carvings of abominable faces to 
scare away evil spirits. 

The timid visitor could do 
with some spiritual help. The 
hotel industry in Buiyatia has 
taken on market reforms only 
in the price department. Ag- 
gressive security guards de- 
mand to know where you are 
going as you head up to your 
£40-a-night room, while a little 
old lady slops a wet and dirty rag 
around in the name of cleaning. 
At first I stayed in the Hotel 
Odoo, near the railway station, 
where Lhe sachet of shower gel 
and towel seemed somewhat 
superfluous given that there 
was no hot water, shower or toi- 
let seat Drug-dealing in the 
foyer provided regular enter- 


tainment. I switched to one of 
the hotels around the central 
square, where the sex shop in 
the entrance seemed a com- 
paratively minor inconvenience. 

Buiyatia is distinct from the 
rest of Russia, yet the city is 
home to Lhe world's largest 
sculpture of Lenin's head, 
towering precariously over the 
three-storey municipal buildings 
in the main square. Made for a 
Canadian exhibition in 1971 it 
ended up in Ulan Ude when no- 
body else wanted it. It now has 
supports coming out of Lenin’s 
ears, because it the statue was 
in danger of toppling over. Per- 
haps the citizens of Copen- 
hagen, where the cranium of the 
Little Mermaid was stolen this 
week, could buy it.. 

A train ticket from Moscow to 
Peking, with a stop in Ulan Ude. 
costs £420 including mo nights’ 
accommodation in both Moscow 
and Ulan Ude, visa and transfers 
through The Russia Experience 
{0)81-566 8846). 






Looming large: the 
world’s largest Lenin 
presides precariously 
over the Buryat 
capital, where 
Buddhist imagery is 
making a comeback 
Photographs: Lucy Jones 
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FRENCH RESTAURANTS 
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Rendez-vous in our res Laura ms on board and you can dine out on a 
superh value four-course meal. Enjoy as much as you’d like, 
accompanied by a first-class wine at Duty Free prices. 
Alternatively, we've glorious French patisseries, relaxing self-service 
restaurants, stylish cafes, hars. Duty Free and cinemas. 

All with award-winning service and value. 

With Brittany Ferries' direct routes to Brittany. Normandy and Spain 
you’ll experience some of the finest pleasures or Holiday France 
while we speed you closer to where you’d like to be. 

Bon appelit! 
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brochures 0990 143 537 reservations/ information 0990 360 360 or see your travel agent 

.. . • Holiday Hornes & Hoieis • Luxury Camping Holidays • Golf Breaks • Hotel Breaks 
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In the kingdom 
of Dalriada 


From standing stones to medieval 
ruins and an incongruous Eighties 
marina: Gus Madeod makes tracks 
through an ancient land on 
Scotland’s west coast. 


To the north lie Oban and some of Scotland's 
more serious mountains, lb the south lies the 
long road to the Mull of Kin tyre, immortalised, 
infuriatingly, by Paul McCartney. Between the 
two. in a small glen in a little-visited part of 
the west of Scotland, can be found perhaps 
the most extraordinary concentration of pre- 
historic remains in western Europe. Neolithic, 
Bronze and Iron Age remains scatter the 
countryside, alongside forts, duns, crannogs 
and sculptured stones. 

Take the wonderfully scenic road from 
Loch Lomond through Inveraray and 
Lochgilphead and, heading north, you will 
come to Dunadd, a hilltop fort dating back 
1,500 years, perched on a rocky outcrop. It’s 
easy to see why this place became the capi- 
tal of the ancient kingdom of Dalriada. 
Kings were crowned here (allegedly using the 
Stone of Destiny) and you can still see a slab 
of rock at the summit which has a footprint 
and a round basin carved out of it, both 
thought to have been used during inaugur- 
ation ceremonies. 

Standing stones, stone circles and rocks 
with curious prehistoric carvings are all 
around as you drive northward, and in Kil- 
martin Glen are the remains of a linear ceme- 
tery. a line of six burial cairns spread over two 
miles, that was in use before the Pyramids 
were built. Linger at the stone circles of Tem- 
ple Wood standing magi enfly in n nearby patch 
of old woodland, and you'll find yourself won- 
dering what really went on here thousands of 
years ago. And part of the d eligh t of this area, 
for all its plentiful evidence of man's rituals 
and rites, is that it doesn't give its secrets away. 

Stop in the village of Kilm artin and visit 
the recently opened museum which, though 
small, is well laid out and depicts 5,000 years 
of interaction of people with the surround- 
ing landscape. Don't miss the audio-visual 
(shown in a tiny loft space in a converted bam) 
which brilliantly portrays the land and man's 
impact on it in a series of s tunnin g images ac- 
companied by evocative Hi ghlan d music. 

Just to the north of the village, and quite 
modem in the context of this neighbourhood. 


is Camosserie Castle, a late-medieval build- 
ing of great sophistication. It's worth the trek 
up from the road to see this imposing and well 
preserved ruin, once the home of the man who 
took John Knox’s’ liturgy to Gaeldora. 

Weather permitting ( especially in view of 
the current gales) you may want to try some- 
thing a little energetic after such contempla- 
tion of the past, in which case head north to 
the s ailin g centres of Ardfem and Craobh 
Haven. The latter is something of a curiosity, 
a relic of the expansive Eighties consisting of 
incongruous, pastel-coloured, pseudo-ver- 
nacular homes which form the backdrop to a 
marina created by connecting a series of off- 
shore islets. From here, the enterprising 
yachtsman can sail south and navigate his way 
along the Crinan Canal once described as "the 
most beautiful short cut in Britain". It as built 
in 1801, and its eight miles avoid an 80-mile 
trip round the Mull of Kin tyre. A road fol- 
lows its length and you can enjoy the flurry 
of activity at the tiny village of Crinan as yachts 
navigate the final descent to the sea. 

If you want to stay in the area (and with 
so much to see and do, it would be a pity not 
to), make for Lunga Estate near Ardfem. 
Looking out over the Firth of Lome from a 
gentle wilderness where stretches of old 
Caledonian forest remain, this is the 300-year- 
old home of Colin Lindsay MacDougall of 
Lunga, which he and Sarah Suttie now open 
(along with a number of other properties on 
the estate) to paying guests. Stay, if you can, 
in one of the four self-contained flats in the 
bouse, furnished eclectically by generations 
of MacDougalls with a combination of style, 
eccentricity and comfort that makes other holi- 
day lets look rather dull. Dinner can be 
booked in one or other of the rather grand 
dining-rooms (though which one you'll end 
up in rather depends on the number of guests) 
and the laird will regale you with tales of his 
travels in some of the more obscure comers 
of the globe, while Sarah produces tasty and 
substantial Scottish cuisine. And as the 
candlelight flickers off the old silver and the 
logs crackle in the hearth, spare a thought for 
the kings of ancient Dalriada, who never 
dreamed of such comforts. 


Kilmartin House museum is open dotty, 10am- 
530pm. adults £3.90. children £1.20, family tick- 
et £9. Winter rates at Lunga Estate, Ardfem 
( 01852 500237) are £16 a day fora self-catering 
flat; £1 5.50 for BAB. 



TEL: 0171 293 2222 


TRAVEL: UK 


FAX: 0171 293 2505 


UK Travel 


Holidays Afloat UK 


C-otswolds 


Dorset 


The Lake District 







AT OVER 1200 LOCATIONS 


PRICES PER PROPERTY PER WEEK 


• Scotiand mm£i07 • Norfoik/Suffoft nan £114 


»Nonhwnbertandiii*ii£i42 • West Country m*n£117 


•yortowre Dales (mm £109 


• Lake District fram£115 


» Peak District from £156 


•Wales nan £107 


• cotswolds <ran £107 •ttetend scram mm £209 


DISCOUNTS FOR 
2 PERSONS 


FUE-. Uf,=N. ETC 




^1756 702200 
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t .K. A: EMERALD 
COTTAGE HOliDATA 



sykes cotcases 


BEAUTIFUL WATERWAY; Surrey/ COTSWOLDS SpectoBsts. Choose 
Hants. Lux boats. (01256) from iec cottages. 01455 
703691. 852220 (UC106) 

BRITAIN'S BEST Sell Drive Nar- 

rowboat HoBriays. WUea chatca. NR UORETON4N-MARSH. Ei#»y a 


Beginner* vary welcome. Tel 
01905 S100B7. 

LAZY DAYS AFLOAT. Awantwhv 
nlng canal boebi throughout 
Britain. Early booking otters. For 
Broctxxe Tot (0121) 4452909. 


break in lovely cosy yet spacious 
1713 oott. Antique Inglenook CH 
fire. Sunny gdn. Pols. £32 per 
night lor 2, uplo £78 lor e. Lass 
weekly/chfldran. Tel: 01629 
583794. 


FARM COTTAGES Idyllic location. 
Tel: 01258 880566 brochure. 

COTTAGE 3 MILES trom sea. MW- 
way Doreheaur/UMorth Cove. 4 
beds, aipa 7. AvaH Earner & some 
suraner weeks- 01305 854467. 

CORFE CASTLE 2 mHas. Luxury 
bant conversions- ktyffle rural 
location. Sip 2-10. 01929480312 


LAKE DISTRICT WELCOME Cot- 
tages. 1098 colour brochure. 
01756 702208 



1998 VALENTINE Z 


BREAKS GUIDE 






Devon & Cornwall 


English Country 
Cottages 

| An unuvalud 


choice throiuhonr 
Cornwall. 


Cornwall. 
Free 436 page 
colon r brochure. 

Bing 

(0990)851111 
KEF. EW440 !24Hnt 



East Anglia 


EDEN Yours to discover. England's 
Green & Pleasant Land In the 
Hean of 2 National Parks 
(Lakea/Dslas). Free accomoda- 
tion guide. Eden Tourism 01271 
338067 


NORFOLK / SUFFOLK’S Welcome 
Co t tages 1998 colour brochwe. 
01756 702205 

AMAZING value East Anglia cot- 
tages. New 106 page colour 
brochue. 01750702240 
NORFOLK/ Suffolk sjc properties 
quaity at keen prices. No charge 
for pets. Coast A Country Holi- 
days. 01963 604480 Fax 004085 
NORFOLK Country Cottages. Quah 
tty choice of over 100 holiday 
properties. Sip 2-10 Tel 01003 
871072 


HILLTHWATTE HOUSE, Winder- 
mere. Thocnbamm Road, over- 
looking lake. All rooms ensuite 
(eonra with Jacuzzi bathe) SateL 
Bte TV, t unmaking. Sauna. Tyto 
Steam Room and healed Indoor 
pool twMy tor our guests' use. 2 
nights, 5 course Dinner BOB 
tncLVAT only £99, 3 nights only 
£130. Brochure: 015394 43636 


HOSEASOWS 

Country 

COTTAGES 


Hand-picked cwnfies 
(hrcuebotu Duvotv 
Coastal and emmtrrude. 
Free coheir brochure. 


Phone 01502 502 603 
Quote C433S 


If you WdMd like to J 
adverse :ydur Special ^ 
breaks' for v 

weekend, -ptease’ieiiphone 
the * 

0171293 2334/6$ 


ALL INSPECTED. Recommended 
dream cottages throughout the 
LHC Brochure: 01751 475547 


THE INDEPENDENT 


IN DEP®&DENT $ 


IT'S THE 

ONLY 

Brochure 

YOU'LL NEED 


Over WR tpnEit oujcci in 
d vw Irani ibnTu^hdur 
Bttuui X KrtJimJ 


K2Z\ ul l**» |«ii» nil JirU 
Hnfeliyi him week jiiJ 

W pi Shon llrdR per priyq n 


CAUTWMT 

W8TOBI74 
FAC* ROOfUU 


01455 852505 




English Country 
Cottages 


An UffiUVALLZD 
choice in England's 
loveliest areas. 
Free 436 page 
„ colour brochure. 
Rth; 

(0990)851111 

01T EW441 



FOWEY/POLRUAN. Charming 
waterside cottages. Superb 
views. Central Homing. Dinghies 
available. Pets welcome. 01579 
344667 

CORNISH WELCOME COTTAGES. 
1998 best ever full colour 
brochure. 01760 702201 

BEER, Devon A Dorset Over 150 
quality properties In coast A 
country locations. Jean Bartlett 
Cottage HoBdaya. 01297 20973 
(24hrs). 

FREE COLOUR GUIDE to the 500 
best value cottages In Devon 
(01271)376322 

DEVON Specialists. Choose trom 
over 430 cottages. 01465 852505 
(UC202) 

CORNWALL Specialists. Choose 
from over 350 cottages. 01455 
852505 (UC2051 

SUJUOUTH. Lovely house, sips 7-9 
+ COl Gdn. N/S. 01395 578906. 


GLEN IYN, LYNMOITH 
NORTH DEVON 

tog fire*. iu raws. TritwjriUUn- 
: axhl i mmlh idutrlnl 

ipinmen.-- In j 'upnh '•.rune 
r<3uecn Jitio pvyc* vtot '.ah 
+f«>«vr fv:K panfl>- IL-r-. mil 
mrm under Harr Ifc-jrtr^i 

Ail Lfeu/ LkJISiv h,L<* m iihi 

nwiM’.iwr 

Telephone: 01598 753207 
Postcode EX35 6ER 


Cornish Traditional 
Cottages 


Sill-catering return* 
on hetth emsn 
«rf Cuiswall 

and ui Scrlly ” 

For your FREE brwhure 
PHONE 

0990 134967 


DEVON CONNECTION: luxury 
houses, cottages. Teb0i548 560 
964. 

CORNWALL AND DEVON 300 cot- 
tages throughout (01752) 
260711. 

WEEKEND RETREAT IN SAL- 
COMBE. Cosy coach house u.11r 
ch. w b stove. Sleeps 4. Court 
house end lodge. Sleeps 9/20. 
01530242409 


Hand-picked cottages 
throughout Britain. 
Coastal, riverside and 
countryside locations. 
Some with swimming 
pools, games moms. 
Free colour brochure. 



Independent and 
Independent on Sunday readers 
took over 2.3 million holidays last 
year, with at least one holiday per 
reader being in the UK. 


Source. TQ 1997 


Activity Holidays 



Swim Inns 

HAVE NEVER FAILED TO 
TEACH AN ADULT TO SWIM 

01352 780503 

(NR CHESTER) FOR BROCHURE 


Ireland 



EMERALD COTTAGES 


MMM] 


IFOR PAJoT OF 2 PUG BABY) 

eerie. Kerry, Gjrway. Mayo. on. 
L&rartdE. Wlddow. Waterford. 

Wexford. Rpoeranr. DcxtagaL 
ago. Offaly a Roscommon. 



IRISH COUNTRY HOLIDAYS 1998 
the premier choke. 300 Intfivkl- 
uaf cottages all tourist beard 
approved. Farmhouses and 
hereto, boating holidays and 
homo drawn caravans. Many wel- 
come pets. Call 01502 560 688 
CMhraj. 


The Irish Landmark Trust experi- 
ence a unique hoBday - stay In a 
medieval ml mature castle, Geor- 
gian Dublin panelled merchant 
house or octagonal Bghthoun on 
the wilds of Wlctdow Head. 
Brochure Ph. 00 353 1 6828*25 
(24hre) Fax: 6628 187 e-mail: 
landmark igw. to 


SHAMROCK Cottages, 286 setoet 
Individual cottages In superb 
kwadona. Disc Feres. AITO. Col 

Era 01 823 681060 


IRELAND Specialists. Choose from 
over 1 10 cottages. 01455 852220 
(UC207) 


ACTION HOLIDAYS tor 5 id 15 year 
cMs. 1 to 4 aafl ratio. Telephone: 

01708814554. 

ADVENTURE ACTIVITY HOLIDAYS 
for 8-17 yis. SomereeVSeoUand. 
Brochure essential. 01749 


Remantle Medieval mfaunure ca*- 
Ba. Situated mali*n wooded land- 
scape Of renowned Anrws Grove 

Estate and Gardens. Code 
Brochure The Irish Landmark 
Trust Ph: 00 353 1 6628425 (24 
hre) Fax: 6628107 e-mail: land- 
mark igtaUa 


SHAMROCK Cottages. 288 s eket 
individual cottages In superb 
loconona. Disc Faros. AITO. Cel 
Bm 01823881060 


400 INDEPENDENT COTTAGES. 
Book direct with owners. Free 
Brochure - StlhMU'G 01271 


Isle of Wight 


NR COW ST ON WATER Charming 
Georgian Hse w/lge gdn by river. 
Sips Gffl+ehn. OH A mrodstow. 
Aval much of '98. 015384 41715 


Luxuit Seif Drive 
Short Breaks to the 


NR CONISTON WATER Charming 
Georgian Hsa wflge gdn by river. 
Sips B/St-chn. OH 8 waorfetova. 
AvaH much of '98. 015394 41715 



Scotland 


Country Cottages 
in Scotian# 


Exceptional holiday 
properties in die most 
beautiful areas of Scotland. 


F*tl U MGE COJOUX BP OCHUM 
RING (0*901 851133 
QUOTE SW2I2 (24 Hre) 
Or *inu o.wixy CanKn 
In fcoTuv-Nn. Dipt, swai 
PC*. Bo\ is. Ea*i Shjeton. 

Li Karra lt' tn. 




01455 85 25 45 


ELF CATERING 


mon/r.ir/fMl 

\3u 


CONSULT THE EXPERTS' 


r^-lrniiTi 


West Country 


HELPFUL HOLIDAYS 

forUtsrCbnnay 

self-catering. 

Huge ranejy of ova- 450 
consges. houses, even a tori. 
AH rivkUy described A Bar rated 
Colour brochure 

01647 433535 

«mra«ntaoapemiMvMU.iraUsyg 


Edinburgh EH2 2JR 


SCOTLAND! 


of great value self cateri 


freedom 

Coriiwalf 


Coftoges, lodges, farmhousej 
- khnl far fcxntn & nmipbi 

BLAKES COTTAGES 

quote code DB605 


01455 852545 






fj to mention 


■il The Independent* 

%when replying 1 


<ro adverts 


SCOTLAND'S WELCOME Cot- 
tages. 1996 colour brochure. 
Phone now II 01758 7D2213 
EDINBURGH CENTRAL FLAT. 4 
bed sleeps B, 2 bathe, swimming 
pool 8 private parking, gym A 
sauna. W/end Frlday-Monday 
£245, also some weeks available. 
01668 215314. 


PRETTY STONE COTTAGE in qutal 
DumfrefesMrs conservation vll- 
toga. Sips 6. Lg garden. STB 
Highly commended 5 Crowns. 
01848 50(1228. 


Yorkshire & The Dales 


DISCOVER SCOTLAND. Dellghttul 
s/t cottages nr Beaches. Lochs & 
Mounmina. Reis welcome. 01386 
853555 


SCOTLAND Specialists. Choose 
from over 550 collages. 01455 
852505 (LNCWil 


Yorkshire Dales, York, Coast. 
Moors, Peak & Lake District 
Q»«gOapgaggygreaigesratt 
ik prana lor owitAv wsrMfindttB. 


Northumbria 


TIMESCAPE HOLIDAYS 



^IV'IORTHUMBRia IVS 

J ’jj80flUlJlS aid COAST .-|j 

e - 01756 

t v 799821 

Zssnrsesrsrsrsri 


Norfolk 


SUPERB cottages. Northumbria. 
York Dales. Lakes. Peaks. Sykes 
Cottages 01244 343700. 

wwwjtoaxojjWSyfces 


The Peak District 


THE BLAKENEY 
HOTEL 

Btakcwy. Nr. Hoft. Norfolk. 
CwtkMkinf Nauonal Trid Haiboar. 
iradmonl privately traned fncndlj 
bold nth ISO boliDPim. lift, baled 
indoor port. «pg buh. saunas and mrai 
gyn. ltd a*, watt. sail, pta; (olf. 
explore ibe Norfott village, 
cwmbrale ami aatf 
Midweek and weeketid breaks 
Spedal nddweek rales for Senior 
Gtiaeas 

Brodare: 01263 740797 


■PEAK COTTAGES. 1 ' OuaBty nlc 
accom in Derbyshire Dales A 
Paata. Brochure 01142 620777. 
PEAK DISTRICT Specialists. 
Choose tram over 250 cottages. 
014S5 852505 (UC204) 


Shropshire 


Independent and 
Independent on Sunday readers 
are the most frequent holiday 
makers within the UK. 


Source TO 1977 


w (01 756) 700872 


HoWay Cottages Yortahra LSL 
WattrSlreaLamoniiM . 
— North Yortehua, B023 1 PB— i 


DALES SEAUTTFUL HENNOVATH3 
Stone Bams, Sleep « to 17, pets 
welcome, brochure 0800 854309. 


NOFn THYqB Kmooif.NalPsrttOvra 
I“ h< *23L OOUa - *« Robin Hoods 
wwiby & Scarborough. 
01723 870703 


YORK OVER 30% off 2 Star 
rwwonh Court Hotel. Car park- 
ing. Broch. Tel: Qig04 4251 56 


Wales 



874'" 

676446 


ABSOLUTELY FABULOUS Geor- 
gian country house experience, 
near Ludlow. 3 night breaks from 
EfSaCofourBroctc 01584 823209 
WELSH BORDERS. Very eeduded 
cottage. Superb views. Log lire. 
Sleeps 4/6. Fine walking country. 
Leaflet 0121 4498679 


Over the last 12 months, 
439,000 Independent and 
Independent on Sunday readers 
have taken a holiday in the 
British Isles. 


Source: TQ 1997 


W AII S 


'Vfze best /// 
self-catering x 

SSStpalqr catches ad 


bmkustf througitttitWAs V” 
hap^wwunvr'kWtiyimiiV ” 


O » 6S6 625267 



wttogea. Yorks Dates, 
Northumbria, Lakae, Peaks, 
sykes cettege, 01344 345700, 

wwiR.flfta.coaik/nkga 


WALES Specialists. Choose from 
over 370 cottagea. 01455 652505 
(L1C2Q3) 

N. WALES 1,000 cottages etc. 
Mam'a. ShaWa, Snowdonia 
1oiaisL0175670l 702. 

SNOWDONIA Coastline Lieyn 
penkwula. Coast and country cot- 
tagaa & tarmhousm. Netyn hoh 
days 01 758 720674 


BARGAIN BREAKS GOWER Idyl- 
11c 17C farmhouse enailte DB&B 
Ortfy £21 .Log flres^c baun2£B 
585640 


PGUBROXESHIRE. Award winning 
selection of quality, sensibly 
priced cottages. 01238 
B8l297.Coast & Country Cot- 


when replying 3 
adverts 


ANGLESEY, SNOWDONIA, Ueyn. 
Menal Hofiday Cottages lor 2-20. 
Brochure 01 248 71 71 35 
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Vacances en Campagne 


A superior choice 
of beautiful holiday 
properties 
throughout coastal 
and countryside 
France and 
Corsica 


FREE COLOUR BROCHURE RING (0990) 143681 

QUOTE FP7B. Aff0 1010 ATOL 2433 




; B • ■ SWISS TRAVEL 

; .. SERVICE 

‘* i Friendly Hotels, 
Golf Breaks, 

. Escorted Rail Tours, 
Walking Holidays 
and Farmhouses. 
For the most 
..•* comprehensive 
- c> : , r. •• selection and 

ztrteiriA ’ . specialist advice on 

rasns 

- 1 r * Cali 01235 824322 

.'Sis.’Ejr'ss. ,‘zzz;- 124 hours) © 

: or complete the coupon 


LASKARJGNA 

HOLIDAYS 

Laskarina Holidays 
specialise in quality self- 
catering holiday to the 
lesser known unspoilt 
Creek Islands where the 
pace of life is little 
changed and the 
friendliness of the Greek 
people is still evident. 



Lnskarim Holidays ® 

9 24hr brochuidinry^^) 

01629 824881 S 



X- • **• •*. 
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Ki 

PGL is the leading 

- * ; V; 

operator of Activity 


Holidays for children 

*. . . 1 

and teenagers. With 

.. “ » ■. 1 

aver 60 activities to 


choose from at 23 

mm 

centres throughout the 

UK and France. PGL 


really is the adventure 

mism 

holiday of a lifetime. 

FOR FREE COLOUR 


BROCHURE FREECALL 


0500 749147© 


SPAIN, PORTUGAL, 
MADEIRA AND 
CANARY ISLANDS, 

Foradores, Country houses and , 
holds In ‘undiscovered' Spain, 1 
Mallorca and Canaries. 

Ctvbreoks. Flvdnve. Coach 
lours and Unable tailor-made 
options. Plus Portugal and 
Madeira's Pousadas and Hotels 

NEW: FASCINATING RURAL 
CAVE HOTELS 

For a free- brochure call: 

0171 828 6021 or _ 
0161 S48 8680 @ 
MUNDI COLOR 

ABTA V22S5 ATOL 799 AITO_ 




T-J. v ^' 


THE WIDEST RANGE 
OF VILLAS 
Many individual and 
many with pools. To 
sleep 2 to 20. 
Tuscany, Umbria, 
Roman and Venetian 
countyside and Sicily. 
Travel options include 
self drive, fly drive 
and train. 

Call Brocfiureftie NOW 
01132050205 
Quoting RBf. IN0301 ® 

ATOL ABTA V8190 


BROCHURES 1998 


FAX: 0171 293 2505 


ACTIVE & 
ADVENTUROUS 
JOURNEYS 


1993-1999 ’ 



Select your destination 
and call for a brochure 


Asia □ 
African 
Middle East □ 
Europe □ 
The Americas □ 
Australia □ 
© New Zealand □ 

Rwervations: 0181 742 B612 


“S' 0541 551163 (24hrs) 







EXPLORE© 
i WORLDWIDE 

Adventure tours, Katreks. 
wAffie safaris, waft and treks, 
rtver Joianeys and oAural touts 
in more than Ml countries. 

5 S days to 6 weeks. In Europe. 
Middle East. Africa. Asia. 
Americas, Australasia. 

. For brochure contort 

Explore Worldwide (SI) 
Aldershot GU11 2LQ 

Hit/ bonded AlTOATOL 2535 

901252 344161 


Simply the best for tailored 
holidays to: 

Botswana 

Zambia and Malawi 
Mozambique 
Namibia and Zimbabwe 
South Africa 

Tanzania and Ma dag ascar 

Tel: 0181 343 3283 Fax: 0181 343 3287 

■ a See onr website: bttptfmrK.okavaj]£<hroBi 
Gadd House. Arcadia Avenue 
London N3 2TJ © 


TRANS INDUS LIMITED 

For quality holidays to India including 


■k Group tours 

★ Independent tours 

★ Tailor-made holidays 

★ Guest lecturer tours led by 
Lady Wade-Grey MA(Oxon) 

Call 0181 5 66 2729 
or Fax 840 5327 

faSfcl Trans Indus. Northumberland House. II fll 
|^*J II The Pavement, Popes Lane, 

Ealing, London W5 4NG © 


»*<?SK*rn 


Best Western 
Getaway Breaks 


• WINTER BREAKS FROM JUST SB3PEH PERSON 

FOR 2 NIGHTS' WTTH BRITAIN'S LARGEST HOTEL 
GROUP OF OVER 225 QUALITY , 

• BEST CHOICE OF HOTELS WITH LEISURE 

AND GOLF /'‘;.ySp S 

• GLORIOUS FOOD IN OVER 90 AA fbVf r. 

AWARD-WINNING RESTAURANTS SkSdod 

• CHILDREN STAY AND TRAVEL FREE* JV4h| 

. BEST PRICES GUARANTEED 1 

■SEE BROCHURE FOR DET«A5 JpSftagMa 

CALL 0345 747474 tore brochure 


Country Cottages in Scotland 



II you line Scotland, 
you’ll loue it nere. 


There are few places that capture the essence of 
Scotland so perfectly. Friendly towns and villages, 
majestic mountains, rolling hills, lochs, islands, 
breathtaking coastline and centuries of history. 

For your Ira: holiday and short break guide, Amti -. 

write to Scottish Heartlands. thf ffci 

or CilUOlJftd /0I000 “ fiNiirr aflai* 


Exceptional 
holiday 
properties in 
Scotland’s 
most beautiful 
areas. 


FREE 88 PAGE COLOUR BROCHURE 
RING (099Q1 851133 QUOTE SA226 © 


The Peak District 
& Derbyshire 

Beautiful unspoilt 
countryside; Peak 
Practice Country. 
Cfutsworth ‘Palace of 
the Peak’, Hadden 
Hall, picturesque 
villages and market 
towns, factory shops 
and the ancient custom 
of Well Dressing 
Fur a FREE guide 
telephone @ 

01629 55082 



/; arostar 
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EUROSTAR 

WEEKENDS 

Travel in style on 
a Eurostar Short 
Break to one of 15 
resorts with 
Bridge, Eurostar's 
top tour operator. 

Call 01235 824322 
(24 /fours) 
or complete Hie 
coupon @ 


terra firma 





the himalaya 
treks, peaks, rafting 
fixed departures or tailor-made 

98: Mustang trek or ride, 

Kallash-Uiasa. Mara and 
(stand peaks, Ladakh, + 
classics to Everest, Gokyo 
and Annapurna, 
trek/raft/safarl 'combletf, 
Everest from Tibet cufturaf 
village treks. + many more 




brochure line anytime: 

0171 639 0484 © 


IT'S; .the <rti$y 

Brochure 

voi u. Ntsei) 


Country Holidays has the widest *. t of over 4.000 
cottages in Britain’s lowliest locations. 

With man y holidays still held ai 1995 prices- 
Country Holidays is first for great re.’ ;.. / ’ 

REQUEST YOUR ■ • ,£ 

iJ&tSZ tTv E76 PAST COLOUR f ’ 

HsHdsfe BROCHURE TOOAYfc^k,^ 
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Wayraark are celebrating 
25 years of operating 
walking holidays. We 
specialise in Europe and 
North America and cater 
for all levels of ability, 
from gentle walking in 
Tuscany to backpacking 
in the Alps. 

Prices start from as little 
as £380 for 7 nights full 
board including flights. 

ir ml Can as now on 
kV 01753 691404 (24 
•“ft hoars) Tor a 

brochure. mi) 
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K SAVE MONEY 

. -T. b QOK DIRECT! 

1 > 2 .C00 pr.vate owners 

frftftcTir?/— advefjse chateaux, v.nas 
, /Y',, & «arrnnouse6. many with 

” • poots^snages. 

apanner.ts mosile 

. horr.es & BSBs 

I regions of France. Free 316 pg Colour Brochure 
Tel: 01484 682503 g, 

.hjgj ' W* eiw-™ ii-1 'O' 


U^^Ut.UL/J^JuJKf| 

jOISCQVE^ THE p\ 
L RE49L ' 

' IflKP CYt?RfC2S 

i hi one ct our aa oeiorji villas m 
i ciianr.in; villages on Crete. 

I Kaixi, Rnoaes. '.seres 
! Lehwi'^a. Coria ana ZaPvmhos. 

I Or eni.av' »smopoh!an Parga^ 

'Or lively L-rccrs On CreroS iSV 

B : you can retaji m cur villas m ' 

- ' theirioLrairso.-onitieixasi 
1 or rea: ycursei! won a siay m 
^jaluroiry ficrei 
i Tetepfrone ncv. for a orocnuie 

^10181 785 1224 


aranirErm'M & ui hj i^u 


3 days travelling around 
Holland by Rail for just £39.00 
Many other special offers and fares are fan our now 
1998 Guide. CU1 Holland Rail 01 902 771640 
for ttcfcet enquiries and sales or fax 01961 77362S 

rw.® w "yK - ^ :■< ~ e ^ 





Qir gfcagaj 


Visir the wi<rMs • -nlv true 24 hnur cir\t 
- Las Vegas. Hume .4 ihc uurMs rm-st I 
spvct.iLuIar hxtvU. vtIJ class shi>ws an^ 
every pnssihlc f<’rni «'t pamhlinji. Find '.Hit 
why Lis VeiKd is the entert.nnment c.ipital 
. ,r the w* 'ilJ. 


i ■ 3 I ■'“} * i } !_ 

■Zw?fe ie1 LAS *tc.-7 



H CYCLING AND 
WALKING 
ajgagp, HOLIDAYS 

Leisureh lours through 
beautiful Bavaria and 
~~ — T zsi The Black Forest. Hand 
iWpV*,- .^c picked hotels. Bicycles 
provided. Luggage 
■ Transported 

FREE BROCHURE FROM BENTS BICYCLE 
AND WALKING TOURS _ If 
y4JIO TEL: 01568 780800 @ S 


ClTALIA’s ITALY 



M) 


r-Cfe 1 c.r. rcu .J* 

Aiwcnur Armi. ■ Fa-tmamg 
Cnsptclr Amimu • 

Jfa'.'.'lIfl'iV' 
and nutr •nun in vu r 
Mu', dd Cmi-ri et Bv ',w. 

Bra t ii u rgiiM R*:i<>5BPo 

01235 824354 

Citalia € 



^ JlatUira @ 

-and Porto Santo. Islands of 
eternal spring 

w ' e guaranree nor to tw t«aten on 

‘ Scheduled flioht reliatHitv from 

ajykl Heaihrov. and Gatuick with low 
cost regional conneni'jns 
3enefc bom free ni^ts 
ctrHwc-Jon packages, savings lor 
j single guesa cucellew ct1lW 
; '~ji;naj| — f-.y disccums and our lebulous 
i fV Inremanonel Discount Card 

, Holiia>a are w.lor-.-nade bom 
2-£6 mghis accismmciMt'cr 
^-rS.-'. O •>: ranges rrvn 5-star dekiur hotel » 
r-rtfr-^—r-TL - auair.t 'Ouinta' m the countivs de. 

: resrunng Funcnat Canlco 

Venice, sereo ia wrra. Sanuru 

Brochure Hdtine.' 0990 171819 Bid die ne.ghbc.ur.ng «ie ol Porte 
ResHvations: 01703 B28303 ~ c ‘ . 




Brochure Hoiline: 0990 171819 
Reservations- 01703 828313 


E.todu& are the UK's leaders 
in small group adventure 
[ravel with nearly 25 years 
experience and the widest 
choice of trips. We offer short | 
1-4 week escorted cultural 
inps. safaris, easy walks and “ 
bikmg lours to off the beaten \ 
hack destrnalions in over 70 
countries worldwide. (S) § 


aun C7?i GW/} 


7//7 QaUtetiou @ 
The very best of Cadogan's 
hoMays 

'tWr guisranwe nor u> be braien gn 

pn« 

Schfdukd lllghi relrabiliiy Ircm 
Heathrow and Qatwiek wnti low cost 
rwiiorwl '-onn-euoni 
BF<nclii from Free **lia nights. 
i-k-Md-ic-n packages savings tor 
sinvlf gueiis. eacellenl child 
Jij.-ju'iis and our fabulous 
[nicfni.iional Discount Card. 

Holiday are la Am ■made bom 2 56 
inghK ^ccommodanon is In 3 4 
and 5-srar hr.iels Feaiuring 
G.hrnlui srHjihein Sj-airi Madeira 
and Poi r», Santo ih* Aljarw 
•jpoi:? .'Vroccr Tunisia. Cyprus 
and Malta ■.■■'■uding Ccm.no and 
Ore. ■ 



Luxurious Forest Holiday 
Village on the edge of the 
Lake District 


m 


Unrivalled selection of over 
a hundred indoor and 
outdoor activities. 


j. . ; j ■-.?£ For a brochure call 

0990 086 086 

and quote code IY0401 
or see your travel agent <S) Qf!^ 
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2^|3TRANSUN 

L-S'&Tfl 1 * vaur^ednlirt turnout 
" j®* TRANSL'N 

; Britain's No. 1 Croatia 
sp cdalh is offer incredible 


'•"jT-iFs choice, outstanding value 
jfb^ '-rei and convenient flights from 
’ - i? 17 kxsil airports to die 
^ rivieres of Dubrovnik. 
_ Dalmatia and Liria. Prices 
• - sun from jusi £179. 

Can Transun: 0IS65 7 WSX 




Forest Holidays 

Come to the heart of 
Britain's wonderful 
woodlands for a holiday 
or short break in a folly 
equipped log cabin. 
Short breaks from just 
£99 per party. 

Dogs welcome 

Forestry C ommissi on 

Tel: 0131 334 0066 

ref IN ® 


Elegant hotels, unique 
lodges and classic safaris. 
Private Journeys tailor- 
made for the discerning 
individual since 1947. 
Please call us for copies 
of our Africa A The 
Indian Ocean or South 
America brochures. 

Tei 0171 229 1411 
Fax 0171 229 1511 
Email u-cteu-ctco.uk 


UNiOhhCASTLE 
TRAVEL. ^ 


ABTA 60875 ATOL VB887 


VERNEY ’98 

Mediterranean r Pearb> 
Direct flights to the 

■ French Riviera 

■ Corsica 
> Sardinia 

■ Sicily 

Unique selection cA 
holidays in hotels and sell 
catering apartments. 

Far Dee colour brochure 
contact your agent or 
TOURISM VERNEY „ 
0171 495 6877 ® 

ACTA V«ea Fully BCTKtel ATOl 1284 


USA. & CANADA 

New for 1998 Bridge The 
World offers you the best 
of USA and Canada: 

• Great deals on hotels, lours 
and car hire 

■ Money -sat ing ideas and 
offers across the Slates and 
Canada with onr 'Nickels 
and Dimes' sections 

* Introduction by Lonely 
Planer Travel Grades @ 

ResonriBK 017! 916 0990 

3& BrodK fa: 01 3« 816610 

BRIDGE THE W3RLD 




S UNWORLD 
SAILING 

Yacht and dinghy sailing, 
windsurfing and mountain 
biking holidays in 1 1 
centres in the Med and 
Caribbean. Qualified 
instrucion leach beginners 
lo experts. Singles, couples 
and families catered for. 3 
dedicated children's dubs. 
Brochure and information 
on: 

01273 626284 ® 
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’ Holidays from 
£299 pp 7 nts BB 


■ Wlntersun, watersports, 
diving, dolphins. 

’ Tailor-made holidays 
throughout Israel and 
Middle East 


ABTA V667X ATOL 481 AITO 



FRENCH ACTIVITY HOLIDAYS 

From awardwirming VFB Holidays, action-packed 
hcHidoys lor all ages in trie magical French Alps. 

Stay in handptrkeri apartments, chalets or characier 

hotels, and sample a wide range of 
activities - everything Irom siding 
to skating, golf to gokorllng. 

Or. 1 1 you p refer, refcw with u 
crisp local vintage amidst the 
glorious Alpine scenery 



Moreeen 


A magical Kingdom of Medieval 
Arab dties and modem resorts 
1Mb guarantee not to be beaten 
on price 

Scheduled ftiaht reliability from 
Heathrow ana Cntwlck with low 
cast regional connections. 

Benefit from free extra nights, 
celebration packages, savings 
for single guests, excellent child 
discounts and our fabulous 
International Discount Card. 
Holidays are tailor-made from 
2-56 nights. Accommodation Is 
m2 to 5-uar hotels. 

Featuring Marrakech. TaioudanL 

„ , Agodfr, Casablanca, Tangier, Fes 

Brochure HoiBne: 0990 17 Idl 9 fln d golf - In Morocco - me sport 
RescrHlions: 017u3 82B304 of Kings 


'Bermuda @ 

- IdyfDc phk beaches and a crysEri 

y— -i" .... : . dear sea 

” ‘ Wfe guarantee not to be beaten on 

■ price 

. r>. : ; . ! Scheduled flight reliability from 

*,■' : Gatwlck with low cost regional 

' {]’. ■ ' m ' • connections. 

-. . n Benefit from free e«ra nights. 

celebration packages, savings for 
; ■ guests. eRcellent child 

rafew: •-•eP- discounts and our fabutous 

. & --- WemMSonel Discount Card. 

• ■ • Hofidays are taBor-made from 3-56 

.K -• nights. Accommodation is In 

-. •- .>•„ •. _• _ ; n«ury hotels, Bermuda’s only all- 

■ : inclusive resort, smaller hoteU or 

umque cottage colon**. 

Broduc HotBne: 0990 171819 ^. eawrtn S 9* 11 - Ivnnis, waterepoa 

n ol Vino and sea-analiiu, nnnrr 


Reservations: 01703 B28308 


w ^ -wiruj own L, 

diving and cea-Anglino oppor 
tunnies aroimd the blond 
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If you were on Freddie Laker's flight 
to Fort Lauderdale on Christmas Eve, 

I hope you reached your destination 
before 25 December. 1 witnessed the 
unfortunate DC-10 being towed back 
to the stand at Gatwick - not the best 
omen for flights during the festive 
season. L by the way. was aboard the 
delayed Air 2000 flight to Banjul that 
overtook you. At least J got to Africa 
on the right day. But if you plan to fly 
anywhere in the next 12 months, you 
may wish to take heed of my annual 
aviation survey - and avoid Gatwick. 

lb maximise the chances of arriving 
on time, this one-traveller survey 
suggests, tly scheduled from Stansted 
or Glasgow. And for a flight arriving 
ahead of lime, try a scheduled 
Monarch service. Curiously, my worst 
flying delays last year were on 
Monarch charters. 

The Civil Aviation Authority 
publishes its own punctuality survey 
with a rather larger sample size, but it 
has the disadvantage of regarding a 
flight that operates up to 14 minutes 
late a* being “on time". 

Here’s how mine works. During 
lyy7 I recorded the punctuality of all 
the SU flights I took. For an airline to be 
included required at least two flights to 
have been flown, a da use intended to 
exclude one-off calamities. Airlines that 
slipped through the net because of this 
include Aeroca rib bean and Cubana 
(both wi thin Cuba, and both two hours 
laLe ). Most galling was a Ryanair flight 
horn Dublin to Stansted 1 paid £25 
extra to travel on an earlier flight, 
which then somehow contrived to arrive 
later than the following service. 

The 10 charters 1 took incurred a 
mean delay of 45 minutes. The 
remaining flights were scheduled, and 
were, on average. 13 minutes late. 

Based on a dozen flights. British 
Airways is bang on the 13-minute 
average. The company says it is 
spending £35 m to improve its 
punctuality; short-haul crews are 
reporting for duty 10 minutes earlier, 
so boarding can begin sooner. Aer 
Lingus, Airtours, British Midland and 
United performed slightly better than 
BA. while Britannia. EasyJet and 
KLM were rather tardier. 

The hold-ups started getting tedious 
with LOT Polish Airlines and THY 
Turkish Airlines, both with an average 
delay of 40 minutes. Bottom of the 
haiTcl was the charter operation of 
Monarch, which extended a round trip 
to Cuba by two hours in each direction. 
Vet Monarch - in its scheduled role - 
grabs the punctuality award for being 
the only airline to arrive consistently 
itiitvu of time. (Monarch also has the 
best in-flight service on an international 
flignt: the best on a domestic flight goes 
to Aerocalilomia. a Mexican operation 
on the Los Mochis to Tijuana route.) 


How, though, do flights ever arrive 
early? One reason, particularly on 
North Atlantic routes, is the absence of 
a headwind (going west) or the 
presence of a stronger- than -usual 
tailwind (going east). But a much more 
common explanation is schedule 
padding - whereby airlines exaggerate 
the length of a journey in order to 
allow for possible delays on the ground. 

Take Gatwick to Amsterdam. The 
flight time for the 200 miles should be 
no more than 40 minutes. But British 
Airways allows exactly twice as long, in 
case of congestion on Gatwick’ s single 
runway or air traffic control hold-ups. 

Poor old Gatwick is easily the 
sloudiiest airport in Britain, at least 
when I show up. Departures from the 
Sussex airport arrived at their 
destinations an average of 39 minutes 
late. From Britain's busiest airport, 
Heathrow, the usual hold-up was 10 
minutes - the same as Manchester and 
Edinburgh. Flights from Luton, which 
has suddenly found itself to be Britain's 
low-fare hub, rated a 13-minute delay, 
while Glasgow and Stansted were 
perfectly punctual 

Honourable mentions for Air UK, 
Iberia, Mexican a. Southwest and TAP 
Air Portugal, all of which kept to lime. 
Iberia was way in front, with an arrival 
time 15 minutes ahead of schedule on 
two flights, until a Gatwick- Madrid 
flight a month ago which was half an 
hour late. On this particular flight - as 
with most of the other tardy take-offs - 
no explanation nor apology was 
forthcoming. The only pilot who 
endeavoured to make up a delay was 
the KLM captain of an hour-late flight 
from Amsterdam to Chicago, who 
explained he had taken on extra fuel 
so that he could fly faster than usual. 

Satisfaction with an on-time arrival 
can be thwarted if your bag has flown 
elsewhere. Most of the time I travel 
only with hand luggage, to minimis e 
the chances of my possessions going to 
LOS (Lagos) while I'm waiting in LAX 
(Los Angeles). Twice last year my 
baggage has wandered off on its own: 
on Aer Lingus from Heathrow, and 
Britannia from Tfcnerife. In my first 
flight of this year. Air 2000 conflated a 
half-hour delay back into Gatwick with 
luggage delivery so slow that the bags 
did not arrive until the following day. 

Happy flying in 1998 - or, if you’re 
flying charter from Gatwick, happy 
departure lounging. 
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Deep freezes . 
at the smart 
Canadian ? • 
resort of 
Banff 

temperatures 
can plummet 
to -30C 
Photograph: 

Rob Cousins) 
RHPL 
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Fighting the frost in Canada 
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Unless you move quickly, one airline 
you won’t be flying with is Laker 
Airways. Sir Freddie's second bash at 
the transatlantic market has proved 
ineffective, and next Thursday's flight 
will be the last. Unlike the original 
Laker Airways collapse to 1982, all 
customers have got their money back 
in good time. The airline says this is 
just a temporary suspension, but I fear 
it’s the last well see of the man who 
did so much to break the aviation 
monopoly to the Seventies. Without 
Sir Freddie, those 80 flights would 
have cost much more. 


‘Wrapping up warm’ took on new 
meaning for Nico/o Barmnger when 
she set off down the slopes of the 
Canadian Rockies at Banff. 


The Airtours brochure is upbeat about sid- 
ing to North America: “Thermals and lay- 
ers of clothing are a must, as life on the 
mountains can become extremely cold - 
but then again' 1 , it chirrups cheerfully, 
“that’s why the skiing terrain is so thrilling 
and why the season lasts for a good six 
months of the year!" 


£35 

per person 
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to "all 



.■Vi. <z?~r a 

! . y?;l 


k^STAR w 


va I ue W 

TWnfnr 

\WH M 





W; 4 jp|§gg 




:P. 






Luxurious Lodge 


Spectacular 

World of Water 


Over 1 00 Activities 


A delightful Forest 
setting on the edge 
of the Lake District 



Call now You simply have 
to find out more! 



If the Canadians say it is cold, it’s really 
cold. When you wake up on the first morn- 
ing of a ski holiday to a “high" of -30°C, 
you need to speak Polar Bear to convey 
just how cold that feels. The English lang- 
uage jusl does not have the vocabulary. 

Of course it is freezing. That happeaed 
30 degrees ago. Even the chicken safely 
in the freezer at home is 12 degrees 
warmer. However, in the Rockies the air 
is very dry, so it feels almost bearable. 

We had come to the smart Canadian 
resort of Banff to ski. and that was pre- 
cisely what we intended to do. There was 
no option but to acclimatise as quickly as 
possible - and here speaks a softie who 
has been known to wear Daman to April. 

First of all. listen to the locals. They 
should dispel all those old myths such as 
"long johns are for cissies". In weather like 
this you are talking double layers of every- 
thing, even if that gives you more than a 
passing resemblance to the Michelin man. 

As a narve Bril stepping out for her 
initial experience of arctic conditions, my 
first mistake was to forget to cover every 
area of exposed skin. Suddenly my face be- 
gan tightening up, and the inside of my nose 
felt decidedly prickly. As I blinked. I felt 
the hoar-frost forming on my eyelashes. A 
beard may protect a man's face, but can 
appear quite revolting to fellow skiers when 
frost and icicles form below the nose: very 
Ranulph Fiennes. Some skiers wear black 
face masks, straight from the set of The Man 
m the Iron Mask. However, once you have 
got over a mild attack of claustrophobia, 
they arc highly effective. I preferred to see 
how many scarves I could wrap over my 
face and into my goggles. 

Disposable hand-warmers are worth 
their weight in lift passes. Available in 
almost all ski shops, these are small sachets 


that magjcaUy give off heat for about seven 
hou rs - more than enough for a day’s ski- 
tog. 1 was amazed to see a number of skiers 
coming in from the cold and pulling off 
their gloves, obviously in absolute agony 
as they puffed on to their fingers. It seems 
that not every skier knows that mittens 
offer far more protection from the cold 
than gloves, which isolate the fingers: what- 
ever warmth remains to each finger can- 
not be passed on to the next. 

At a time when celebrities are perish- 
ing on the slopes of the Rockies at a fright- 
ening rate, it is worth remembering that, 
in these conditions frostbite is a real prob- 
lem. One person to our group suffered 
frostbite after he lost feeling to his big toe, 
and was more interested in exploring the 
back bowls than in remembering to wig- 
gle his toes every so often. What he did not 
realise was how dangerous frostbite can be. 

The Canadians preach “buddy skiing". 
It is best, they say, to ski to twos. That way 
each skier can look out for signs of facial 
“frost nip" in the other. Patches of skin go 
pale and waxy in appearance - a sort of 
deathly white, since dying is precisely what 
is to danger of happening to the tissue. 
This, the first sign of frostbite, often 
appears on. exposed areas such os ears, 
nose, chin and cheeks. In severe cases, 
unless you warm up the affected area, 
gangrene can set to. 

One of the many joys of skiing is the 
thrill of flying down pisted slopes. No such 
thrill to these conditions, as even a slight 
wind chill becomes extremely painful 
However, we found that doing the odd 
black run at least kept the heart pumping, 
the blood circulating and the toes 
warm(ish). Bear in mind, however, that you 
may not be properly wanned up - which 
in itself can be dangerous. 


Curiously, the lure of a warm mount- 
ain lodge with excellent hot chocolate 
proved irresistible after only two or three 
runs. After all we remembered, we were 
on a holiday, not an endurance test. 

The favourable exchange rate against 
the Canadian dollar has again meant 
that British bookings axe up on last year. 
If you are unlucky enough to catch a “cold 
snap", do not despair, as these tempera- 
tures are uncommon for more than a few 
days. In the meantime, accept the chal- 
lenge. You will enjoy perfect soow on 
deserted pistes, and a warm welcome from 
all the lift attendants. 

However, skiing is not all dow nhill. Ski- 
ing cross-country is a superb and under- 
rated alternative. Even to the most severe 
temperatures, you are guaranteed to keep 
warm. Do not be put off by moaners who 
suggest that it is too much like hard work. 
Cross-country skiing is a secret well kept 
by those wanting to escape the crowds and 
hi-tech of downhill. You will be pleasantly 
warm and alone on the trail, and to 
Canadian parks you may be rewarded by 
the sight of plenty of wildlife, including elk, 
moose and maybe the odd porcupine. 
When your eyelashes start to freeze up, 
you can clear them by squeezing your eyes 
tight shut, allowing the warmth of your face 
to melt the frost. You may seem to age 
about 50 years as your eyebrows whiten, 
but it makes for a great photo. 

Skating and snowshoeing are also ex- 
cellent “keep warm" activities. And if all 
that seems too much like an endurance 
test, then think of all the money you will 
save on the lift passes. 

Afterwards, go and indulge to the 
nearest hot tub, and line up a few hot 
chocolates laced with rum. As the Can- 
adians say, “Keep warm." 
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The Garden Isle of Madeira 


7 nights of winter sunshine on the beautiful island of Madeira from £305 
or for£10 per night supplement up-grade to the 5-star deluxe Savoy Hotel 

Join usfora 7-night sojoumon the beautiful island 
of Madei ra departing from London Gatwick and enjoy 
a week of relaxation or partake in a variety ot inter- 
esting optional visits to tropical gardens and lovely 
houses. In addition we are able, for a small supple- 


Furrst tfoUJsy VUloga 


For our full range of Star Value holidays, send for the 
Saga Europe and the Mediterranean Brochure □ 

Saga Great British Holidays Brochure □ 

Name tMr/MiVMm) 


ment, to offer a hotel upgrade to the 5-star Savoy 
Hotel, representing an excellent saving from tariffs 


that might be found elsewhere. If therefore you are 
lookingfor a balmy winter's break, then this is an offer 
that should not be missed. 


* Price quoted is based on tun occupancy in 
a 3 bedroom Waterside Lodge, based on 
pubfished brochure prices in January 1998. 


^ A LI FOR' Vri u R F R E E B ROCHUREi 

0990 086 086 


Town 

kosrsode 

Date of Both (Mrl t 


Tel NcJ, 1 

Dew ot Both (Mn/Minl. / /jy_ 


Please return to: Saga Holidays Ltd, FREEPOST (NT2710). 
Petcdee X, Co. Durham SR 88 1SH. You do not need a sump. 


hgd hUdaji Lrd Ur m ml joo oUluni jtqcs igns postal hr udn 
iipi codfjhg and ifcj) pm gjnmacm m far juyno m g»Hc faigiba 


THE HOTEL MADEIRA 

This mudem 3-sta r hotel is loca ted within a short 
walking distance of all the principle attractions of Old 
Funchal and uf numerous excellent restaurants. All 
rooms have balcony, telephone, bath and WC. Its roof 
terrace has a panoramic outlook over the tom The 
hotel has a dining room (or breakfast only. On occa- 
sions. an alternative 3-star hotel will he used. 

THE SAVOY HOTEL 

With panoramic views erf the mountai ns and sea the 
Savoy Hotel offers a high level of service. This hotel 
has 350 spacious and comfortable guest roomsall with 



DEPARTURE DATES & PRICES 

Wednesdays ■ pw person in twin 

1998 -Jan 14. 21, 28X305 Feb 4,11, 18,25 
Mar 4. 31. 18,25 £325 April 1.8- 15.22 *325 
Dtpartiira on Tuesdays iFeh U-Apri12li are aboavaiUjle-.' ' 

Single suppl.£195.00. Easter* add £45.00 ’ 
Upgrade toSavoy HoteI£7U.0fi fsingle£225) 

breakfast basuat (he hotel. Uh deparUirt: tw. Not included: travel 
insurance, man mob, up* Ail prices mbiort tn ftpmfr, tWanrttf 
Cooniti qps of BwMng (iwalhbk an rtqmflTGn tn iB 
rmrvilknw 


0171-6161000 


air conditionin&abalcony. radio, colour 
television with satellite and minibar. The 
Savoy's other facilities include 2 saltwa- 
ter swimming pools. three restaurants, a 
library and various shops. 


VOYAGESJULES VERNE 
21 Dor set Square, London MW1 6QG 

Travel Pnxnotians LhLABTA VI 661 ATOL883S 
Internet httjK/Arww.yjv.cajik 
OurcfSccs are open forfaleptwneresmBtioruwectabyj 9am to 
8pm andat wtek*svb9am toSpnu For personal called our office 
hours are 9am to 5pm weekdays only. 
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THE INDEPENDENT 
SATURDAY 
10 IANUARY 1^8 


TEL: 0171 293 2222 


Me Off 


ski ideal b 
«fcr. «td cipburn 

HE AZORKS 

FC*rfaL itdf-bMjM 
nd'AilflBK zetinpekgo 
-facwftb junniog jtu*. 

Ihl »fcalr njtrfnBg.B jlkn t 

"rtrgt multHsiud mnv 
Wi Sjtai hn Hahn. ra Lrixi 

81-847 4748 


Corsica 



Broehurs Lina 


\01242 240 3*0 


For tkoutanis 
of World Offers 
(41 «s now on: 

0345 2221 II 

Book fc*j 

Janwanj ’fl® 


Fares are return From London and 
Kibiftrr to avaitat)iJrt> and travel penods. 
bit hides pie-paid raxes correct at ome 
erf going co press. 

Amsterdam - fare ttO/nx LIS. 

Pans - fare ESS.'ia* Cl 7. 

Madrid - fare ClOt/uu LI5. 
Copenhagen - fare Cl l9/ra> 1 16. 
Houd rates are per person per rnghL 
For details see [TV Teletext p380. tout 
travel agent. Bnnsh Airways Travel Shop 
or book and pay at our Vteb site; 

wwwiHldsh-arrwaysj^tfi) 

World offers ■ 

BRmSH AIRWAYS “* 

The world’s favourite airline 


The Best Value Camping & Mobile H%ie 
Holidavs in Europe TT 


<\u*> m.* r :r!« mu : ev,«ii<v. Mobile 

H or 4 .TcGftX}:r SiiperrefitS'pr. over 
*C>4 of!..:: ;>.")Os iir.es: CoC=y'4vC^T>kc 
; Vw •••v.ivs V'. Ivor.) for 2 

Tel: 018] 395 8565 i4hf adulis ;inti 4 children, including terry. V.v' 






ouases & \ 


3 MANYWTHPOCXS-IOarSTO CHOOSE FROM 

* THROUGHOUT FRANCE -CHILIMENUNDffi 16 FRffi 


raeii 0113 2050 200 

•» v quoreBR HDj Oi^ 


•JPB rid aa.t L 13. rMDl 
C‘se , :e.ma«*i jLSO 3?B 

hro "v.v.ti I'fthpls to uh 



wivunu 


rvrrTTTn 


Hotel to hotel tours, 
with luggzge earned. 

Or single centre holidays. 

01797 223 777 

BELLE FRANCE 


Canada 


WhichUNSPOILT 
GREEK ISLAND 

U>SnhewU8rsn»sa(Gmoa. HAUQ Dtewer *■ na^MOmm 
T 1 J 3 S FtemotB. tan sorona- ALONHSOS Idyflc hai twuraOa 

^SSnSgSSStS 

*asjr“ *S55aKSSs 

Ssfes maggsegi 

SsKSESLSEE. “JSSiSSSEESZ 

XqMHTJW^vKAS fc APAKTMEKtS FOR THE D6C»»W«WG 

UHttEBSSk 


A. new adventure every day. 


FOR A_FBEE meaning 'The Land 

BROCHURE DiShinlngWalers - 
° rr^TT Hardly surprising. 

rionn considering its 

OoOO 400.000 laics. 

850 670 Only 7 ¥2 hours 

or vim - away even- dav. all 

Myto i wcbtii* an year round with 
mpy/www. 

Btario-auuufci-oara- Air Canada - 
which operates 
more non-stop flights 
from the UK than any other carrier - 
Ontario is the ideal fly/drive Canadian 
destination with easy access to the 
beautiful forests, the spectacular 
shoreline and the magnificent canyons 
of the north. 171. 

Toronto has lots to 
offer. Including ... ' 1 

fabulous night /"YMT>4>fO 
life, cuisine and UNj.{gj! 1 

more chic 

boutiques than you could shake s credit 
card at. while Ottawa. Canada s capital, 
not only has 15 museums and galleries 
but thrilling whitewater rafting nearby 
on the Ottawa River. Outdoor lovers 
will discover the Muskoka Lake Duma 
and canoeing in Algonquin Park, not 
forgetting simply superb nshing m 
Northern Ontario. 

Oh. and there's also Niagara Falls. 
With all this - and more than 
32 Canadian to the pound - why wait 
any longer? - 


arvUtt - 

fWt«ia 'i iwMii an 
ImpV/www. 
(etn OTm itL cgB. 




Ontario 

( ; AN.U'A 


w 

Canada 

Discover our true Nature. 


OVERSEAS 




Me Off 



Palma de Mallorca 


Nice 


Amsterdam 


Barcelona 


Edinburah 


Aberdeen 


Inverness 


Glasg 


£39 



Nice from £49 


All fares single and 
include an unfair 
£10 Government Tax. 

01582 700 058 


^)ETLINE= 

Oi»jrw*tteil Irci to ;i!l drs'.InliLi'mi 


SPAIN ... 1. 

PORTUGAL 

CANARIES 

ISRAEL 

GREECE 

CTPRUS 

SKI PLIGHT 


£69 USA n. IrttlO 
70 CARIBBEAN 1*0 
S9 S. AffilCA 3G9 
109 CANADA 149 
99 INDIA 299 

09 I AR EAST 319 
3 79 AUSTRALIA 399 
SPECIALS 

0OA£!i>iW5Vj«5i;1S 


FOR THE BEST 

WORLDWIDE 

HOLIDAYS 




[Sy.dn'eyj 



Qantas introduces 
the 2-Stop Ticket, 


E.g. London - Bangkok - Sydney - 
Singapore - London 

With a Qantas Two-Stop ticket you can fly to 
Australia via one destination in Asia and then 
return to London via a second. Choose from 
seven different Asian destinations or you can 
fly to Auckland via Los Angeles. All fares are 
valid on Qantas and British Airways flights. 
For further details call 0345 747 300. 

* Includes all passenger raxes on this route. 

Valid 1 6/4/98 - 30/6/98. See your travel agent 
or call Qantas telesales for information on other 
seasonal prices. All fares subject to availability. 


rUF SPIRIT Of AUSTRALIA 


Take OS 


as many times 
as you like - 


\. .'-13^53 Insurance 
Services 

0800 700 737 


from a 


With our annual travel 
insurance you can take an 
unlimited number of trips. 
To enrol call between 8am 
and 8pm Monday to Friday 
quoting reference IN ADI. 


Awsfiabia *.q nsK-CariSirsemfc 


No need to compromise 

gaggsE; 


Qantas 
introduces 
the 3 -Stop 
Ticket, 


£ 


E.g. London - Bangkok - Sydney 
- Cairns - Singapore - London 

With a Qantas Discovery Ticket you 
can fly to Australia or New Zealand via 
two different destinations in Asia, South 
Africa, North America and the South 
Pacific. You can also get an extra stop- 
over at either Cairns or Perth. All feres 
are valid on Qantas and British Airways 
flights. For full details call 0345 747 300. 

* Indudes all passenger taxes on this route. 

Valid 16/4/98 - 30/6/98. See your travel agent 
or call Qantas telesales for information on ocher 
seasonal prices. All feres subject to availability. 


FAX: 0171 293 2505 




d n eyj 


. Js£3§ 
M mm 


The travel section of 
The Independent has the most 
discriminating, sophisticated 
and knowledgeable readers 
of any newspaper. 

Sjnon CoWer & Home: O'Brien 


fSingapoi 



v ’ - ’ I 

SfUk 

'I 


New York 

V ■'?£ '-T-'y:, 


Qantas 
introduces 
the 6-Stop 
Ticket, 
£1053* 

E.g. London - Bangkok - 
Singapore - Cairns -AuckJand - 
Fiji - New York+ - London 

With a Qantas Global Explorer Tickec 
you can fly to Australia or New Zealand 
via six different destinations in Asia, 
South Africa, North America, the South 
Pacific and Australia. All feres are valid 
on Qantas and British Airways flights. 
For more details call 0345 747 300. 


* Indudes aU passenger raxes on this route. 

Valid 16/4/98 - 30/6/98. See your travel agent 
or call Qantas telesales for information on other 
seasonal prices. All feres subject to availability. 
+HJi - New York operates via Los Angeles. 
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THE SPIRIT OF AUSTRALIA 
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THE INDEPENDENT 

SATURDAY 

JO I AN U ARY I9°S 


TEL- 0171 293 2222 


8 /TRA VEL 

OVERSEAS 


TakeOff 


Tiike Off 



FAX: 0171 293 2505 

TakeOff 


Because we think the world of you ... 


current best buys on the world’s finest airlines 


isdDtfea.sK 
pre-p aid taxes 

SYDNEY 

PERTH 


tftj; a ny iWJfn 

Iran 


AUCKLAND 


HONGKONG 

SINGAPORE 

BAU 

BEUING 

TOKYO 

•Per penal tosed 


£300 £535* 
£356 £645 
£380 E690 
£376 £668 
£251 £394 
£251 £349 
£256 £379 
£323 £436 
£213 £219 
£302 £469 
m2peoplaP3«*nB 


NEW YORK 

BOSTON 

CHICAGO 

FLORIDA 

LOS ANGELES 

SAN FRANCISCO 

DENVER 

TORONTO 

VANCOUVER 

US VEGAS 


«vm •eun 
trap 

£155 £189 
£155 £189 
£193 £226 
£135 £236 
£154 £259 
£164 £272 
£246 £274 
£199 £237 
£297 £319 
£159 £259 


MEXICO CITY 


JO'BURG 

CAPETOWN 

HARARE 


DUBAI 

CARIBBEAN 

GENEVA 


omvav >t turn 
fran 

£281 £331 
£209 £354 
£259 £381 
£316 £381 
£331 £515 
£218 £349 
£206 £258 
£184 £184 
£99 £137 


TRAIL 



Unequivocal protection against airline insolvency * CAA approved 


worldwide attention to detail 


THE I R A V E l EXPERTS 


AROUND THE WORLD £827 


QANTAS/BRITISH AIRWAYS TO AUSTRALIA 

FROM £645 RETURN 
A CHOICE OF STOPOVERS AVAILABLE 
PLUS AUS50 WORTH OF TRAVEL VOUCHERS 
TO SPEND IN AUSTRALIA 


For the real Mown on worldwide 
travel, TraHers is your one stop 
travel shop. 

Trailfinders offers more low cost 
flights to more destinations than 
anyone. Experts in airfares since 
1970, we can tailor-mate yoor very 
own package wfth up to 65% discount 
on hotels and car hire worldwide. 


plus discounted quality accommodation per room per night from 


AUSTRALIA £36 • USA £29 • AFRICA £31 • PACIFIC £46 ■ ASIA £27 
USA CAR HIRE FROM £20 PER DAY • CALL NOW FOR OUR TAHORMADE WORLDWIDE AND NORTH AMERICA BROCHURES 


hot 


4? 


& 


. CRUISES* 


***** 




FOR YOUR FREE COPY OF THE 
TRAILFINDER MAGAZINE 
CALL 0171-933 3366 ANYTIME 


ATOL 1458 IATA ABTAG97IH 


42-50 Earis Court Road 
Long Haul Travel: 

194 Kensington High Street 
Long Haul Travel: 
First & Business Class: 
215 Kensington High Street 
Transatlantic & European: 

22-24 The Priory Gueensway 
Worldwide Travel: 

48 Com Street 

Worldwide Travel: 
254-284 Sauctiiehall Street 
Worldwide Travel: 

58 Deansgale 
Worldwide Travel: 
First & Business Class: 


LONDON W8 6FT 
0171-938 3366 
LONDON W8 7RG 
0171-938 3939 
0171-938 3444 
LONDON W8 6BD 
0171-9375400 
BIRMINGHAM B4 BBS 
0121-236 1234 

BRISTOL BS1 1HQ 
0117-929 9000 
GLASGOW G2 3EH 
0141-3532224 
MANCHESTER M3 2FF 
0161-839 6969 
0161-839 3434 


Ali our travel centres are open Mcn-Fri 'ram 9-7pm * Sal 9-5pm • Sun 10-6pm 


Trailfinders does not impose charges on credit cards 


... people think the world of us 


IJSAirtcurs 

SPOTLIGHT ON LOW COST SCHEDULED FARES 



NEW YORK 

£203 


i.oncon 

0181 559 7709 

•M.-mdiwie.' ‘ 

0161 373 8030 

GlOigOW 

0141 204 4161 

C:rmi:v’hjm 

0121 23 6 7181 


ATLANTA 


£224 

ORLANDO 

£258 

BOSTON 


raw 

PHILADELPHIA 

£229 

CHICAGO 


fne 

PHOENIX 

£Z74 

DALLAS 


£228 

SAN FRANCISCO 

£274 

DENVER 


£274 

SARASOTA 

£343 

FORT LAUDERDALE 

£324 

TAMPA 

£271 

LAS VEGAS 


£274 

WASHINGTON 

£213 

LOS ANGELES 


£256 

TORONTO 

£258 

NEW ORLEANS 


£334 

VANCOUVER 

£377 


OKLAMOO HOI LINE 

0181 506 5012 


BROCHU RE HO IT. INE 

0181 506 5013 


gs include airport taxes 



i return hum London. Condition, and regional wpple 


t may apply. Call lor enaJt h m*. 



FIRST CHILD GOES FREE ORLANDO 

£309 per person inclusive of pre-poid taxes 1 child travels rrce 
with 2 Adulfs Departures to 01 Feb 98 Child pays- MS tax 


Return prices per person inclusive of pro-paid airport lax from: 
Sydney £517* Hong Kong £373 Miami £234 

Brisbane £517* Borrfay £353 Chicago £228 

Auddand £675 Johannesburg £383 Denver £279 

Singapore £379 Bat £454 Las Angeles £233 

Bangkok £385 New York £173 Toronto £238 

Vmctxiver £322 Boston £173 Mexico £326 


FLIGHTS 

DIRECT 


Thomas 

Cook 


Lines open 9am-9pm Mon-Fri. 
10am-6pm Sat-5un 
Ooata FI101ID 


*3 people mutt trowel together 

PnOM Indvda orporl una ond ore wbyKt la uwvkdAry TW«ai noudJBonol dmn an 
cnxtr and baotingi To ensure qwdity mnnoo coll ore recorded tS* flnmoi Coen Group “■ 
ABTAF13W. ATOL 0265 


0870 75 00 1 40 

WE GO FURTHER TO FIND THE RIGHT FLIGHT 




OPEN 7 DAY 


/TO Richmond Road, Kingston, Surrey JCT2 5HL 


msmi i •] a 


WORLDWIDE FLIGHTS ' 

SYDNEY nlinit from 8634 | 



m.i:± 


WLGl 


■Ti-r 

1 1 1 1 r— 

■UI 


EH 


■311 


m.fHE 


EiL 

.V.ll-NMMKSS 

mux 

n.v.w-TFmam 

EE 



; £713 « 

i virgin atlandcW 
» &ANSETT 

l for departures: 


UL OUR FLIGHT HtKE5 BKLOtf PU PAID AIK701T TAXES 

0181 547 

MTA A9256 ATOl 3255 IATA 



USA & CANADA 


1 

'TTIHT — 

inr 


Itii. 


E5 

minims 

HTT 



muUlkMSM 

Kir 

C3E 




wm 

i',i — 

eh 


BROCHURE HOTLINE 

0181 546 4545 


USA 4 CANADA 

0181546 6000 


★ USA and 
CANADA * 


★Nnr York 

tan £204 

★Boston 

tarn £210 

★Baltimore 

tarn £221 

*W 3 shin(jlon 

tan) £221 

★Philadelphia 

Rom £221 

★Orlando 

tom £229 

★Chicago 

tom £256 

★Dallas 

tan £256 

★Snide 

ton £271 

★LosAngrks 

ton £284 

★Miami 

torn £285 


Ihmi C 174 


♦ Montreal 


tan £224 


♦ Vancouver fan 004 


■*■★ SPECIAL OFFS?: *■★ 

TORONTO £174 


★San Francisco from £304 


m eclip©e 


C0990 329 326 


Lines Open: Mon-Fri Ham -8 pm. Sat 9am-5pm. Son 10am-5pm. 

Al sr lou x»n imn 15^ utad m MU#t) ed ndM (0 oe. 

fWOwwHrtktoiBfijtaU. AHt*V15W ATOLUO Wtt 


FLJGHTSEATSII LOW COST FLIGHTS 


McamaFf - E58 Dolameii 

Malaga £59 Mata Fr. EB9 

Fair £» Greece. tete Em 

Pa*n«- -■ Geneva £89 

Tel Aviv Eiafl 

Orlando £189 


MatxaVHza -£8B 

Toronto- - £78 

FurroMl £89 «"“*»■■■ S 229 

au. bbhw vowuwx rest muu 

ABTA MEMBS7S FOB 18 YEARS 

HEtMucai pcnmi miens 


■imtwcwMl 


USA CANADA AUSTRALIA 
NEW ZEALAND SOUTH AMERICA 
CARIBBEAN FAR EAST 
MIDDLE EAST AFRICA 

THIUFTWAT 
m TRAVEL rail 
Barn 0171-4901490 M 



Look closely. There's no hidden 
extras in our return fares. 


AMSTERDAM from €79 nr, 
BELFAST* ftonC69rtn 

BERGEN from €199 rtn 

BRUSSELS from €79 rtn 

COLOGNE from €104 rtn 

COPENHAGEN from El 42 rtn 
DRESDEN from €2 19 rtn 

DUBLIN fam €79 rtn 


FRANKFURT 

GLASGOW 

NICE 

OSLO 

PALMA 

PARIS 

PRAGUE 

ZURICH 


from €129 rtn 
from £69 rtn 
from €129 rtn 
from €159 rtn 
hum El 23 rtn 
from E79 rtn 
from El 49 rtn 
from €129 rtn 


Return fare from London Heathrow, including tares. 


Other fans are also available from East Midlands. 

Leeds kradfcnl, Tccuide. Edinburgh, Glasgow, Belfast and Dublin. 


. Contact your local travel agent or call for details on 

I 0345 554554 

or book on the Internet http^/wwwjflybriti&hinkllantLcom 


British Midland 

The Airline for Europe 



RETURN 


(kU5pedafityisaK^5tatetripsb{eiu£i^ 
cities, tours, beaches and activities. 

mritFstata “ J I B r llT '' n W w 

London > New York > Los Angeles > London £339 

London > New Orleans > Mbshmgton > London -053 
London > Tteonto > New Ytartc > London E3S7 


Getting there 


Getting around 


Motanfiwnes from _ £301 per van per week. 
Special offer from Jin-Mar -98 2 weeks far die priceof 

Car hire from £5 per day 

(Exdudei insurances and bn] 

Conditions apply; ask for details. 



Coach Tours from £276 



Save £££*s on a 13 night 'Canadian Contrast* tour 
Toronto- Vancouver from £618. 

Prices are per person, based on 3 people share excluding 
Rights & Departure taxes. 


Accommodation 


Hotels from _ 


. £14 per pereonrtriglit 
Turin share 


Villas from 


> perpwsoiVntght 


16 peopla sharing with pool access} 

All grades of Hotets/motefs available 


Choose how you travel and where you 
■'lOHda; 


stay - Tallormake your very own hoi 
Call NOW for more informat i on. 



Lunn Poly 


SBJS 1 B057MTOL 73328 


7 7 I K's \i>.I iiofidtty Shop 


LOW COST 
FLIGHTS 
WORLDWIDE 




From 

ORLANDO 

£199 

NEW YORK — 

£203 

BOSTON 

£212 

LOS ANGELES 

£265 

SAN FRANCISCO — 

£265 

TORONTO — 

£194 

JOHANNESBURG — 

£332 

HONG KONG — 

£413 

PERTH — 

£489 

PRAGUE — 

£146 

DUSSELDORF __ 

£91 

BRUSSELS — 

£73 

AMSTERDAM — 

£72 

PARIS . — 

£71 

BELFAST — 

£69 



For detaih of ffidits call into yoir heal 
olWay Shop or call os oi: 


Lnoi Poly Holv 

S 0990 81 11 11+ 
lines open Mon-Fri 9-5 JO, Sat 9-5. 

CHECK LUNN POLY PRICES 
BEFORE YOU BOOK 


CV5Sc> 




LOW COST AXVAftBVfOniWDE 

WHUBHOMMSWafe 

faatttntna - £77 MBs 09 

Pngx £150 Yma — £IH 

Msa 019 hag (sag fltf 

Ottm £14? Sagapore .£413 


HOCWimHgmOH: 

Gratae 09 Uzfcwi^Of 

tbobtee £W Train 09 


ABtanfe £S9 Una 09 

hnmn . £ff latMos-tt? 

Mtp £65 fh|na — 09 

Bariwtas _ £119 MnhpflU 
Oriata _ £169 tan -£171 
Tmsto _ £Z2f tanner . £279 


MLFfilCSilNe.tlErCKTTtXO 


For al year LOI COCT XHHHLBI 
aauRfBfl|t*i 
p/OM OCsr Hire nAntmrt Hards 
■ Aiipan PwtonpXnsuranca 

CALL MM FW DCSUU OF 
HUNDREDS MORE BARCAINS 

0990143301 

MMutia »uua waxa 
mo amm cmd suxauBus 


rfapiHUmaiWaa) 


iw.w«- Mn.wm«naB>iiiic 


• • ■■r.;.. 


ANNUAL 

TRAVEL INSURANCE 
FROM £46. 


> tab haHqr reran taring -l 

^ _ !i 

5 ton jasl £«. co&ttt tto •• 


■w joa can trust Br tha bait 


- fads oi UnniltM Trip amt 
I Other paides mUla - Cal '■ 
*' br detail. Far Iranian atar t 

* V 

' 85 jean «Jil 


Lunn Poly 


I hi tter m ay to scrawny 


1 Al dt etsvrjei at SwidHd rwaonJ cal ia» Mwfnoa r* wyimu iccaptatf. 

lAiamcantVbjiuAiTiniVj^ E«onK&^wHcJct'rta Cre* can! «nsi*ne ri1% 

appies. Lurei W, was as an B8«v lor amar WOL ttttm Al Ians sub*ia to 
ayadtmyardboaUngoinMans. Taws trd aapaU* a*Onsw> n»s ma, uwv 
1 DBMrtWBdaioiv®, DaaBs jvaUtt m 
i only uwm Pdy reeOivc m, nflW to <*Mrm 


v General Acddent 
Direct 


V 


0800 lii 007 


: £S> oraraainskMEL S3 

Utp/rewMuuk/pArtct 


Q 01420-88380 or 0171-287 5559 


fans quom) iviiiWr on wlrcira date m flipit. fetfen n avafaHay 
InwH mull uitkiiic a Saouuy npn itiy Fares mctMk IK a« fnrign mat 

IJJCT tadwnqc rair, mjy H rv( • u uayv Manx Hociire reqwpl |gr Brtiau. 

Fd^iwah mo II affirm umw Cats am recorW 



r: 


W> lllr ‘i* 



idsii 




1 Top scheduled airlines. 

Best stopover choice - 
Far East, USA & more. 

> Itineraries tailored to your 
exact wishes. 

1 Car & campervan hire, 
ait rail & coach passes. 

> Accommodation from 
budget to luxury. 


AUSTRALIA 

FARES FROM 


£628 


RETURN 


NEW ZEALAND 

FARES FROM 


£667 


RETURN 




Tl 

9 11 


Mon-Fri 9am to 7pm 

(Strand to fiptiii 


Sat 9am to 5pm 


I open 7 days 1 2 High Street, Alton, Hants, GU34 1 BN 

or 

373-375 The Strand, London WC2R OJF ‘ 295 s lABTAlS 
1 to 4pm) mx: 01420-82133 «w 0171-497 2923 
All fare* subject to availability. Restrictions apply, ask for details. 

Air fares indude pre-paid taxes, locally paid taxes may apply. 


Sun 9am to 5pm 

(London ti 




an 



2 01420-80828 or 0171-287 5558 


'wrcmriDfco 


17 High Street Atum. HwtL OUM im 
Or 

52 Ragwi, SUM. London. W 18 SOX 


iRtMlMlp* 

SsUKia 

All tata utoiMC l n a rvUabimv Rmm*r9cUo** Apply, akk for dwtaUi 

I Air fares mducie pre^yald tano. locatty paid taxes may apply 



Special Interest Holidays 



Active Outdoor 
Holidays for 
All Ages! 


■ m is 

f-Yt? National Parks, Indian Lands, 
City Stops - plus hiking, biking, 
horse riding, Whitewater rafting 
wildlife viewing and morel 

SfS&“For a brochure call: 

AMERICA 01295 256777 


WESTERN 

-Himalayan 

’EXPERIENCE 

•..'.' 21 / 29 ™ august 

« 1998 
: 0 nly £195 

;,;'or less 


9doy adventure in the 
■ footsteps of Mono Poto and 
: ‘ Gaigb Khan 


anad but AvaeoaV 


Leonard Cheshire 


Trek through the 
past and support"., 
the firture of 
Leonard Cheshire... 

flWsr the torgetsponsartJp'ar' 
get your padkagelncImBng^ : ^ 
■ Return flights and 
- Allfboda«eommwf» 

* ItafosM Guides - 

• Timel Irsurancc 

and much monif 

Can u free 
0800 
731 
37 66 


1 I 

i i 


SINGLE? 


Summer Holiday? 
Where? With Whom? 

Singles Abroad 

Great holidays exclusively for single people 

Call 0181 809 0090 1 


FOR BROCHURE & RESERVATIONS % 

Pnha TremcJ Led 


Airport Parking 


HEATHROW £4.85 per day. Free 
psrttog after 14 (fays. Max charge 
€68.30 up 10 100 days Secure 
Parking 0181 813 6130 


Spedal Interest 


America Bv Rail 


Fwm coast to coast ribraitf dtes] 
Sokad by rmgoSicont txonery. 

IndwlB Nm YBk. Chicago, ( 
ftrwir. Grand Canyon, 

LuaAnwte J San I 
Fiandaca Job one] 
ofavlmagktahe I 
kxnbrlMlmi, 
way toseeWs 
vast and dhoael 

country. 

Tour Price 
from £725 
Cal tar your 
brochure 



“S' 01753 681999 

explorers Tours -.7 : . --l~- . '■ 


Adventure & 
Comfort 


Relaxed adventures, 
Friendly comfortable 
bolds •ExceOeni regional 

cuisine* France* Europe 
and tlie Med • Provence 
Burgundy • Loire 
Auvergne • Pyrenees 
Alps • Corsica * Tuscany 
Umbria ■ Le Marche. 


HEDWATcK. 

01606 813339 

ATOL 2412 


JOURNEY 
LATIN 
AMERICA 

mweovr nrrwiNFLHurraniMi: 

£506 


K 


RIO 


HAVANA 


£401 


SAN JOSE Earn* 


MEXICO CITY £328 
**a»rad ren*re and b««p 

ran SSSUwSSS'K, 




NATURIST FAMILY HOLIDAYS at 
loading nudist resorts in Europe 
and further afield. 56-page 
brochure from Pang Trawrf LW. 
017M «71 832 ABTA V3900 ATOL 


HEUSKHMG in ITALY HeUski 
Europe ottere an all todushra 
^ spACKaaa In Valgrisanchs 
£«WA<«ta wlley. a few places 
lw March '98. For a 
“owure 8 further rtetaHs rail 
(0171)384 6287. 


INNIEMORE school of paint- 
ing . Isle at Mull PA7U GHO. 
Courses May-Sept Breed 01881 
704201 


CHE7E. Guided walks in w. Crate 
+ informal Art 8 Archseotoov 
acthrfty hoHdoys. Brake to 
CRETE. ATOL 4507. 01822 
630004 
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‘You are old, Father William’ - 100 years old, in fact 


Charles Dodgson, better known 
as Lewis Carroll, the author, 
mathematician, pioneer 
photographer and perpetual 
puzzler, died 100 years ago on 14 
January. With preparations under 
way for a commemorative 
wreath-laying ceremony at 3pm 
tomorrow at Poets’ Comer in 
Westminster Abbey, Salfy Variow 
offers a centenary alphabet of 
places, people and events linked 
with Carroll’s work. 

A lice’s Adventures Underground, the orig- 
/“Vinal manuscript version, written and il- 
lustrated for Alice Uddell, is rae of the British 

Library’s top 10 treasures on permanent dis- 
play, currently at the British Museum. Great 
Russell Street London (0171-412 75 13). 

B ethnal Green Museum of Childhood, 
London, has an exhibition, /lire- The 
Wonderful World of Lewis Camrti. 2 April- 
25 June (0181-983 5200). 

C roft-on-Tees, North Yorkshire, holds a 
centenary service on 1 1 January, in Car- 
roll's father’s church. St Peter's. On 3-5 July 
celebrations include an exhibition, teas in 
the rectory garden and performances of 
“Jabberwocky” at nearby Clervaux Castle. 
(Darlington Tourist Information Centre 
01325 382 698). 



D aresbuiy, near Chester, has a centen- 
ary lunch on 14 January at Daresbuiy 
Park Hotel. (Details: Kenneth Oultram. 
Daresbuiy Lewis Carroll Society office 
hours only. 01606 891303). All Saints' 
church, Daresbuiy, where Carroll was 
baptised in 1832, has a memorial window 
and a pulpit carved with curious beasts in- 
cluding, some say, the original giyphon that 
“Alice did not quite like the look of”. 

E astbourne, East Sussex has a plaque in 
Lushington Road on the house where 
Lewis Carroll stayed every summer for al- 
most 20 years. 

F arringford, Lord Tennyson's Isle of 
Wight home, saw several visits by Car- 
roll even though he had written a hilarious 
spoof on one of Tennyson’s poems. He saved 
his best send-up for W W Longfellow and 
called it ‘“Hiawatha Photographing". 

G uildford. Surrey, holds a commemor- 
ative service on 11 January at St 
Mary’s, near the house where the writer 
died, overlooking Castle Gardens and 
Guildford Museum, which has an impor- 
tant Carroll collection. The centenary cel- 
ebrations, S-22 May, include plays, 
musicals, walks, lectures, Snark Hunt and 
Mad Hatter’s lea Party. Details: Guildford 
Borough Council (014S3 444334/8). 

H unting the Snark was dedicated to a 
little girl who Carroll made friends 
with on the beach at Sandown. on the ... 

I sle of Wight, Carroll spent three sum- 
mers. lodging near the library, and wrote 
a poem to her that forms an acrostic on her 
name, Gertrude. 

T abberwocky 's opening verse was written 
J in 1855 during a visit to the Dodgsons' 
cousins, “the Whitburn WUcaxes" who lived 
□ear South Tyneside. Whitburn library' has 
a modern sculpture of Can-oil; a local fes- 
tival, in June, will have children's events 
themed on Alice. Details: South Tyneside 
Borough Council (0191 427 171). 

TT" elmscott House, beside the Thames at 
JSjiammersmitb, London (later owned 
by William Morris) was occupied by Car- 
roll’s friend and fellow-author George 
MacDonald, who test-read .42^ to his child- 
ren and then persuaded Carroll to print it. 

L landudno, Gwynedd, the Liddell fami- 
ly’s favourite resort, has a small Rabbit 



U niversity of Wiles. Cardiff, and the 
Lewis Carroll Society are staging an 
academic conference, “The Lewis Carroll 
Phenomenon". 1-5 April. Details: fax 
01222 874502, or e-mail Carroll- 

rotrferen.ce.i3cardiff.ac.uk 

V ictorian Extravaganza, Llandudno. 2- 
4 May, is an annual gala, when “Alice" 
is chosen from local children and begins to 
“reign" over the Liddell family's favourite 
resort. (Llandudno TIC 01492 876413). 

W alton Hall and Heritage Centre, 
near Warrington, Cheshire, plans a 
book fair and exhibition, 29 March, and per- 
formances of “Jabberwocky", 25-27 June. 
The Heritage Centre has a display on Car- 
roll’s local connections (01925 601617). 

X tras taught at the Mock Turtle's school 
were “Drawling, Stret chin g, and Fain l - 
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Hole of walk-through Wonderland scenes, 
down a basement in Trinity Square: a 
White Rabbit statue on West Shore; and a 
collection of illustrated Alices at the library. 
The house the Liddells rented in 1861 is now 
St Tudno’s Hotel. Tourist information cen- 
tre, 01492 8764 13. 

M rs Alice Hargreaves ( nee Liddell ) was 
buried at St Michael's. Lyndhurst, 
Hampshire (1954). Christchurch near- 
by has an Alice in li'on- 
derland children's 
play-park (01202 483444 ). a. 




college, Christ Church (his picture is inihe 
Great Hall ) holds a centenary dinner on 14 
January, an exhibition in the picture gallery 
in July, and special tours July-September. 
Details: Christ Church bead custodian 
101865 276492). There is also a residential 
Lewis Carroll centenary programme of tours 
and talks, 16-22 August, or- 
ganised by Oxford Uni- 
.w versify Dept of 

.' / y] Continuing Education 

i y jfc / and the Lewis Carroll 
Society (01865 270378). 


N ational Portrait 

Gallery. London, 
plans an exhibition of 
Lewis Carroll pho- ^ 

toaraphs. July-September. / 

/f 

O xford is packed with ^ 

places linked to Dodg- 
son and Alice LiddeiJ: the Old 
Sheep Shop in Si Aldate's, the 
Botanical Gardens and Magdalen 
College deer park. Carroll’s ow n 


/ &A- ' hwMsui 



P enmorfa is the 
name of the 
Liddells' s umm er 
f . home at Llan- 

dudno. built for 
them in 1862 and 
pT since extended as 

Gogarth Abbey Hotel 
W (01492 87621)! 

Q uite soon after his fa- 
ther's death, Carroll re- 


treated 


Whitby. 


Yorkshire, as he had several times before. 
He always stayed at 5 East Terrace, now 
Barnard’s Hotel. 

R ipon, North Yorkshire, is making Car- 
roll the theme of its four main events 
this year. From 1 April-31 May, there is an 
exhibition in the Minster Library, covering 
Ripon’s spring festival. The summer fest- 
ival has performances of Wonderland in the 
Deanery Gardens, 24-26 July, and St Wil- 
frid's Festival. October, features a Lewis 
Carroll flower festival. Harrogate Tourist 
Information Centre (01423 537300). 

S wale House, Richmond. North York- 
shire. gave Carroll his first taste of 
boarding school; Swaledale Festival in- 
cludes a talk, “Carroll's Northern Won- 
derland", at Castle Bolton on 2 June. 
Richmond Tourist Information Centre 
(01748 850252). 

T he School Museum, Rugby, Warwick- 
shire (01788 574117), has a Carroll 
centenary exhibition, Januarv-March, com- 
memorating his four years there. 



ing in Coils" but it was the Red Queen who 
taught Alice the rule: always “ curtsey 
while you're thinking”. 

6 '\7bu are old Father William ' and a Mad 
X Hatter programme of music with the 
BBC National Orchestra of Wales. 23 May. 
are some of the performances lines up for 
Cardiff’s six-month Carroll centenary fes- 
tival. starting in April. (01222 233895). 

Z is the shape of the Mouse’s tail, print- 
ed as Carroll instructed, winding down 
the page. 

Sally Variow is the author of ‘A Reader's Guide 
to Writers' Britain' ( Prion Books. £16.99). Some 
eivnts listed abox e may be subject to change. 


TEL: 0171 293 2222 


TRAVEL: OVERSEAS 


FAX: 0171 293 2505 


Overseas Travel 


Overseas Travel 


FROM THE ALPS TO SAMOS TO S. AFRICA 

...and hundreds of other places are featured in our 1998 ‘Handbook of Real 
Holidays’. Come to the hills and mountains, the beautiful and interesting places of 
Europe and beyond, walk, explore, sightsee or trek. Our small escorted parties are 
graded to illustrate their ease or challenge, forget the maps and the holiday 
planning, choose from 149 different holidays, 2000 departures, and literally follow 
the leader ....thousands do every year and return again and again, so don't waste 
your holiday when you could join one of our REAL HOLIDAYS. 

Minimum age 16. Call us for a brochure: 

RAMBLERS HOLIDAYS, BOX 43, WELWYN GARDEN, AL8 6PQ 
Tel: 01 707 331133 Fax: 01 707 333276 


Established 1946 


E-mail: ramhols@dial.pipex.com 


S Award Winning 
I Brochures from Cadosan. 
OUT NOW Winter 97/98 
& Summer 1998 



O 1 703 8283 1 3 
0990 171819 


£ HOLIDAYS from £287 1 

|‘« IZMd*%hB 3 

* 2-5+ bDCBbLApKtRWBX&Vfc 4 

* Ewfrboaldi*r»*idlD«» 

♦ RrOrtre 

• Premier GofcafanHcttb 

• TJoMmdlGotf 
AiadfraarashaUne 


IN YOUR 20’S TO MID 30’S? 

NEED SOME HOLIDAY INSPIRATION? 

Doyoated Be need to spire ipyaurtafidsy plans mis war? Then ** nurusiai -:?rir^on3rrl rune away wihus' 
On Oasts Wbrid Hofebys the name of the gams is naiong arpbmg ad ipaer.j -.Veil ssrd you id some Raft 
rdresling in Euope aid around Be wortB. *th paste, sho ns: 5fce '“l s* Qtfcig ter a charge horn the 
Tmiodaie.SotkmlbfiledbvthBlagalai^cfiscovefttwreslriEiropetns '.'EAr a sri! -roups, mate <$ot people on 
your wave hngtfi, youl enjoy the best, bsvkig Ihe touristy dives brlterea Le^6/or^::c’jraqKffercedteadSf5votjn 
decowr Die real counuy. te taxfccapw. quel coasttnes and sights d genune netest Fw bom ttvs rente antrfei or 
had core saanttef you need out eqierisrcato realty enjw where you’re gsng ms -.set. Hew about retting m Nepal. 
arfiBanreringifede^rfJtooccoorto’AndBvwiteilytHFbu^stnon/si.-ftah'.rasiJyajseeiwpr^ We 
dorfl bather tfh the preterifous. yisl gel you where you tram to go. wth m hassle ran le the ctjwj speav V . : 
tee#. By tte ttna you aniw. the pfennig's been dona and a# you need to do is ga w your teRwv raraJJsiS it a 
enjoy ycuisel?? So i you’d fts to know more. caS lor the new Oasis World bro:nure 

Tek01707 373988 Fax 01707 333276 E-mail: ramhols@dial.plpex.coni 

OASIS WORLD, BOX 43. WELWYN GARDEN. AL8 6PQ \9 

PartdttedSmHoSday5(0slalj.iMl ■■ 


Holiday Parks 

Holland Germany 


Belgium 

City Breaks 

Quaky holiday parks in Holland and the Black Forest and 
Mosel regions of Germany. All with a range of leisure 
facilities. Or discover beautiful Bruges in Belgium from one 
of oir comfortable, dry centre apartments. 

Phone 0IS02 502 605 Quote A3535 


Or write mr Hateasotn Holidays. Dbqc A3515. Lowe stoft, NR32 21W 


City Breaks 


euro tours with 



Bruges Brussels 

4 Star from B Star from 

£139 £149 


0181 239 3389 

TTA T7630 


PRAGUE, VIENNA, BUDAPEST A 
Slovakia. Cantral perartona, 
hotels & apt*. Ctoelwro pi 7081 

PRAGUE. Budapest Vienna, Bwfin 

4 KnAovr. Law hrtW pdo— from 
E14 pp S ISflhtS fro" 1 
ElBBflnoJax) {AflantATOLISd)- 
Sumner ChakdsinSoveraa, Ste- 
vafda A Czech from £217 per 
week. Auto Hat 01 543 25777 



JORDON. EGYPT. ISRAEL Tailor- 
made Itineraries CeU Dcslinalbjn 
Red Sea on 01 Si J4O90OO ABTA 
V01Z2 ATOL3651 

JERSEY HOLIDAYS Direct ■ save 
STs call no*v lor our tabulous 
FREE Brochure wrth flights and 
accommodation io sun every 
need. We guarantee you can't 
buy cheaper. Island Son Direct 48 
Years of Travel. Ter. 017(0 

KBS 1 1. 


Overseas Travel 


availoble at your local sruder.; 
travel shop or students' union, 
for mere information call 

01457 890930 




Why travel alerwl 
loin a group with Solo's, 
die spcctaE st tour operator 
tar single people. 

Age groups 29 - 55yrt 
45 -Myn 

0181 951 2811 


Solos 


Travel Services 


FREE 

TRAVEL INSURANCE 
AT LUNN POLY 

Free insurance with any summer '98 overseas 
holiday costing £299* or more per person. 
For details ask at any Linn Poly Holiday 
Shop or call ns on 0990 81 II Itf 

n 


r 

A better way to getaway 


to summer TB overseas hcedays nth a duratoi « up K> ITdayionlf 
■C3W or more per peraor- on lonfl riaUI hoSdays. OflW cannot M ccmWnoa «4n 
any tsher pmmoBonal ottar m dtacoux. appeee lo now txxttnjp and (s 
sutileta to avatleotury. ILIncs open UomTn B-SJ0. Al cab CharsM at 

standard naainal Lilli rate RA draab avalteOle m tiy.it. 


France 



Cruises 


I ho nl trim ate 



Bai 

8AROINIA with Voy^« [fenaan ■ 0181 995 9323B ' — 

island of tduiming b*aeh*u and ■ fliii 1 1 mm liil I Jll I ■ ... „ 

magnnoanlaoBiwy.Ou'tnv'd- VINTAGE SP«» 

irTTt bri>;,hur* has ■ wtda --rw, Mtnorcan tomhouses wun pooo 

S ^‘Jfo?lS >Cf,ure 0181 681 SflMwln.Anb/MLa?' 

onM UrVAmL 


a m i no uniiiiiin 

e xyr> e- 1 c ca t c 


F.?r the uUiniotf ■1- - I' >’■ a croRv ^vp.-r^no'-. -Jfl r„ v lb I,,,., kJjnJ 

ilitl V.’*|K li»li th, 7 /MH.i |..n lu\ur. ..arg.. ltt«r PM** St. Hrliiu. 

• Four-star air-conditioned, stabilise*! luxury 
(Berlitz Cuide, IW) 

• 4,500 mile rrans-oceanic vot.ige 'cruise lu the tropical 
south Atlantic 

• Visit Napoleon’s tomb and hi> home in exile 

• See St Helena's unique flora and fauna 

An opportunity to ,xpl-*re irnpiol olan.U far !n»n ihe i-urM track, nlh-re 
the pace nf life i> almo-i un. handed tn-m the list . • imn * 

We oficr a unique '.iriet*. ■ •! ll' crilin- upi Mr. I n «n. 2 ; •} | 

SO da\s, all tear ruiin.1. «ith .lartir? pri* tn.n. l- 

Call or wTit-f new for out latest hrorhnr. * , / 

and he<jin the experniuv **l a life rime ~~ l 

Tel: 01 326 211 466 


Fax: OI 326 212808 

RMS St. Helena 


■MOUVO ABTA 3flW£ 


France 


INSURANCE 



I3DIVJDQAL TRAVELLERS 

FRANCE 


800 traditional French 
homes from £500 
(per property) For two 
weeks self-catering. 
Including sea crossing. 
FREE COLOUR BROCHURE 

RING (0990) 143681 
QUOTE REF: F804 


Relaxed Discovery 
& Adventure Holidays 


Take a voyage of discovery through idyllic ' 
country France on foot, by bike, or by canoe 
(with your bags moved for you). Choose from 
twelve contrasting regions, from Burgundy to 
Provence, and from the Loire to the Alps. 

There are holidays just energetic enough to give 
you an appetite for the next great meal, with 
plenty of more challenging options too. You'll 
see the splendours for which France is fam ous. 
But along your path, we’ll help you discover 
tucked away landscapes immortalised by the 
world’s greatest artists, and taste dishes that 
have inspired the world's greatest cuisines. And 
you’ll see a greater variety of wild flowers, birds 
and butterflies than you ever thought possible. 

Phone now for your 1998 brochure. 


M^DWAltF^ 

01606 813340 

4® ATOL 2412 


Corsica 



orsica. 


Tkr Meditrrranean i ben-krpt 
lecra i» island cfglariemi 
bcocha jkJ iptaacular 

inMinhiiAi, utttarn ixhed try matt 
varum. I War mth pools, seaside 
eoaagts. mountain aaber^es and 
sniuh kettli. pba fiexit'tr 
• Wandering ‘ W%i 

0 J 81 995 9323 

j|VTtll»r «TOL !*22 AITO 


BUNGALOW S APT- POOL Ssa view 
beach, uavel help. 01824 83G6G0 
VOYAGES I LENA - yes Corsica Is 
wonderful - and wo do have the 
wkJasl Choice of private villas, 
cottages and genuine hotels in 
lovely scenery. See our magnlfl- 
cem new brochure: 0600 763 
g02SAiu.'Atoi 


Corsica & France 
Travel 
Advertising 

also appears on 
page 7. 



Maisons 




Carefully selected cottages, 
farmhouses and vitas in the most 
enchanting regions of France and 
Tuscany. 

■ Coasiai fr county properties 

■ Holidays or short breaks 

■ Sleep 2io 24 

Call Brochure Line 
01606 734413 

for your free 1998 
BfOchure/Guide quoting INIOI 
or post Uc EUROVU1ACES, 
FREEPOST iCW&tt) PO BOX 81. 
MIDDLEWt CH, CW 10 0ZB 
PVri dI ihr Emufflp 


LlMlTlltTlKjSTn 




ULSTtTS" 1 ^ 


Languedoc, S. Franca. PeacetuBy 
located BSB on edge at visage. 
SiaTowtdad by fields of sunflow- 
ers S vines. Views of F’yrenoas & 
Momagne Nofca. Nr Carcasaone. 
Open all year. Optional hearty 
meal. TH: DI 903 773342 (Engfeh 
owners) 

HOTEL TOURS B & B- to Days 
£269 Inc. ferry/shutllo A break- 
down cover. Auto Plan 01543 
257777 

BRITTANY; Dordogne, Cote d'Azur 
and mors. Lovely Villas, many 
with pools. Sunsalect Villas. 
ABTA V727B Brochure 0161 707 
0794. 

S.W FRANCE. Quafty villas & col- 
lages, mam with pools. Country- 
side ■ nr. be actios. Francophile 
Bonded. 015394 31B60. 

BRITTANY, Dordogne. Normandy 
and more. Lewefy selection of VB- 
las, many by me sea or ntm 
pools. Sunselecl Villas. ABTA 
V72780161 707 6764 

FRANCE NORD. Pas-de-Calals. 
Picardy. F’aris, Moselle. Brtnany. 
Loire. Holiday homes and short 
breaks. 0t21 353 5457 ABTA 

LOT VALLEY GORGE. 7 superb 
cotmgas | 5 with pools). Sips 2-6 
in social S. France. Tel: Paul 
Pocodi (0033) GC5466E91. 

PROVENCE B COTE D'AZUR 
Selection of quaky properties lor 
4-14 people. All year availability. 
CfraO-SAOOOpw. 01169 402620 

DORDOGNE VALLEY . Superbly 
situated stone farmhouse with 
tower a pool nr medieval Sari at 
Comma Spacious, ftadbla 
accom sun 2-16. Brocti 01546 
857 971 

NORMANDY Peaceful country cot- 
tage. UnspoBt relaxing area Sk» 
5/7. H* 01796 865046. 

BRITTANY SOUTH. Mins from 
beach, three acre gardens, 
superb group of gftes. Tat 01924 
49B22L 

burgundy idyCBc cottage in qum 
rural setting. Steeped Details 
01983 741010 

CEVENNES. Architacta riverside 
tatt Sips 2B. Tat OJ71 4658679. 

VINTAGE FRANCE: Farmhouses 
with private poote In hidden 
SouthJhtesL 01954 261431 WTO 


Overseas Travel 
Advertising 
continues overleaf. 


ILLUSTRATIONS. HULTON DPJTSCH COLLECTION 
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A touch of glass 


During the dark, dank days after 
Christmas, conservatories are a 
haven. Anna Pavord visits an oasis of 
greenery in Somerset. 

The flood of iropical plants that swept into 
Britain in the 19th ceatuty changed garden- 
ers' perceptions of the glasshouse. Instead of 
being a store to overwinter tender evergreens, 
it became a place of permanent display. Glass 
roofs replaced the solid covering of the typ- 
ical 18th-century orangery, and more and 
more glass was set into the walls to provide 
the extra Light that the new plants demanded. 

This century there has been another shift, 
as the conservatory has become a place for 
living as well as a space to grow plants. But 
how do you balance the two conflicting 
requirements of people and plants? 

“Invest in a deh umidifi er." say Andrew and 
Penny BuUivant, who built a conservatory 30ft 
long by 15ft wide against the east-facing wail 
of their Somerset farmhouse. Their de- 
humidifier collects five Litres of water every 
24 hours. 

The Bullivants' conservatory smelt of 
‘Paperwhite’ narcissus and tender white jas- 
mine on the day 1 visited. Raspberry-red 
a bullions flowered along one beam; deep 
purplish-blue tiboucbinas waved enticingly 
from the roof. Most of the vines had already 
been pruned, though butter-yellow leaves still 
hung on one forgotten branch of the black 
grape 'Madresfield Court'. Tender ferns, 
clivias and the soft leaves of a peppermint- 
scented geranium spilled over the fronts of 
the planting bays. 

This custom-made conservatory started as 
a sketch on the back of an envelope; the build- 
ing has two solid walls, two walls mostly of 
windows and a double-glazed, pitched roof. 
One of the advantages of building it length- 
ways on to the house was that the Bullivants 
could borrow one long wall (and its heat) from 
the house itself. The east-facing position is 
ideal. The morning sun warms up the con- 
servatory, but plants do not get frazzled, as 
they tend to in a south-faring one. 

The other solid wail is on the adjoining, 
short north side, with the windowed walls to 
the west and south. French oak was used for 
the window frames and for the roof struts. 
Penny Bullivant washed all the wood with a 
white wood stain and then wire-brushed it so 
that it looks like pale limed oak. The walls 
were rendered with cement and faintly 
coloured with pale ochre paint, the floor and 
window ledges covered with buff -coloured 
terracotta tQes from Italy. The two solid walls 


provide plenty of growing-space for plants. 
The two windowed walls and the glass roof 
keep the place light, even in bleak midwinter. 

A door in the east wall connects the con- 
servatory with the sitting-room beyond, but 
there’s another escape route, a glass door, 
which leads on to a terrace on the south side. 
Heat, when it is wanted, comes from three 
radiators set under the windows. They weren't 
switched on the day I visited, but the temp- 
erature in (he conservatory was still 54°F. 

Heat will dictate the terms on which you 
use your conservatory. The earliest glass- 
houses were warmed with pans of charcoal, 
carried inride by gardeners to keep the tem- 
perature above freezing point Steam heat was 
popular for a while, but boilers had a dis- 
tressing habit of exploding. A Scottish 
enthusiast once floated the idea of using the 
hot breath of cattle to warm the conservatory 
air- 1 can't see that catching on, even with the 
Bullivants who have plenty of the beasts 
around them 

The farm, though, did provide the 
planting-containers sunk against the east and 
west walls, 40-gallon drums which once con- 
tained Sylade. That is the stuff that farmers 
tip on their silage heaps to turn green grass 
into fruity winter cattle feed. When the 
plastic drums were in position, they were half- 
filled first with biggish stones, then with gravel. 
On top of this went the compost, into which 
Penny Bullivant planted Salvia guaranidca , 
passion flower and J asmine . When she waters 
the containers, excess water drains through 
the gravel to the bottom of the drums where 
it provides a reservoir for the plants if they 
need ft. 

The salvia, she said, had been outstanding, 
flowering with rich blue spikes over a long 
period from autumn into winter. The best one 
to use in conservatories is the variety ‘Black 
and Blue', which is more tender than the ord- 
inary S guaranitica - but with protection, that 
does not matter. Nor does the fact that it grows 
so tall - up to 8ft if it is happy. 

The biggest planting bed, 8ft by 3ft, is made 
against the short, window] ess north wall, with 
tibouchina, a huge-leaved honeysuckle, 
Lomcera hildebrandiana , plumbago and 
cobaea fighting for supremacy. All the 
climbers are tied into wires stretched across 
between screws plugged into the wall. The 
honeysuckle has big, leathery, evergreen 
leaves and enormous trumpet flowers, about 
6in long and richly scented. When they first 
open they are white, but as they age they grad- 


the feeling of luxuriance that so many con- 
servatories lack. They shade the roof in sum- 
mer, and they fruit with mad abandon. For 
the first couple of years she let them rampage, 
training out the growths over wires stretched 
under the roof. When they had covered as 
much ground as she could spare, she began 
pruning them. They get severely cut back in 
late autumn each year, but she finds that they 
also need controlling during the growing sea- 
son, when she gets rid of a great deal of the 
new, sappy growth. 

The Bullivants gel an equally good har- 
vest from their passion flower, the edible kind 
(Passiflora eduUs), rather than the showy one 
(P caendea) generally used in gardens. Penny 
Bullivant grew it from a seed and for 10 years, 
before the conservatory was built, she kept 
it in a pot on a window ledge. As soon as it 
was set free in the conservatoiy bed, it grew 
at a prodigious rate and started fruiting. Tis 
foliage is much glossier than Pcaerulea's. 

How much work does a conservatory like 
this need, to keep it in order? The worst job, 
say the Bullivants, is cleaning the outside of 
the glass roof. There's a wide, lead-lined gut- 
ter between this roof and the wall of the house, 
strong enough to take a ladder. It’s the only 
way (hey can reach the glass of the inner pitch. 
Inside, the glass is washed over with vinegar 
water to get rid of any mould. 

The relative dampness of the building 
keeps away bugs such as red spider, the con- 
servatory gardener's worst enemy. Occas- 
ionally greenfly home in on a juicy shoot of 
jasmine, but Penny Bullivant just nips off the 
affected tips and throws them away. Rarer still 
are clouds of whitefly round the geraniums, 
but a smoke cone soon deals with those. She 
hoses all the plants down frequently, and 
thinks that this h the hast defonpe againc f h ugs 

Most conservatories are much too dry. Even 
with a dehumidifier, theirs is not. 

Once a year she tops up the compost in the 
beds, and, in spring sprinkles Phosttogen round 
all the plants, including the ones in pots (lemon 
trees, clivias, camellias). All through the sum- 
mer the more rampant climbers, such as the 
passion flower, need cutting back. 

“If you go away for too long, the conserv- 
atory reverts to Amazonian jungle” she 
warns. That's a small price to pay for an place 
that will give you in January a flower as sear- 
ingly brilliant as the tibouchina. Frankly. I'm 
jealous. 


For an exhaustive catalogue of plants suitable 
ually darken, until they finish a yellowy-orange for conservatories, get hold of ‘Conservatory and 
colour. Indoor Plants', by Roger Phillips and Martyn 

Of all the plains in the conservatory. Penny Rix, published in two volumes (Macmillan. 
Bullivant likes the vines best They provide £29.99 each). 



More than a glass ceiling: the Bullivants’ conservatory in Somerset Photograph: Tim CufPApex 
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The ill wind that brought a countryman no good news 


To go out on a mountain bike into 
the teeth of a howling gale may 
sound like an act of folly; but 
when Duff Hart-Davis set out to 
observe exactly how the wind was 
behaving, he achieved an 
unexpected insight. 

To call the expedition interesting would be 
an understatement At one point it became 
literally electrifying. Yet it started calmly 
enough, for the lane that climbs out of the 
valley behind our house lies in a deep trench 
through a wood, and was sheltered from 
the westerly blast The tops of the trees were 
roaring like the sea, but around their 
roots all was calm. 

Just as well, because the hill is extremely 
steep. The sign at the bottom gives it one 


in four. I reckon it is more like one in five 
- but even that puts a bike at the limit of 
adhesion: sit back ever so slightly and your 
front wheel is in the air. 

The moment I came into the open at 
the top, I was hit by a fearsome blast from 
the right, and progress became a stru ggle 
Then 1 turned left on to the main road, and 
instantly was travelling at about 25 mph 
without pedalling. Thereafter, my meteor- 
ological research became fascinating. The 
effect of gentle contours was much more 
subtle than I had expected. The noise re- 
mained terrifying, but some areas of the 
plateau, where I had anticipated severe 
problems, were almost wind-free, protected 
by minor undulations in the land, which 
shunted the gale over them. 

Now, as never before, I appreciated the 
value of hedges. In the lee of thick hawthorns 
the temperature felt JO degrees higher, and 


alongside a blessed, 6ft stone wall I entered 
a different climate. 

My route lay round an ami-clockwise 
eight-mile circle. For a wonderful mile or 
so I flew down-wind. Then for several miles 
I was battling with cross-wind, the blast com- 
ing from my left Obviously the penultimate 
stage was gping to be the worst, along a high 
ridge straight into the gale. 

I had set out in a relatively clear period. 
Then the sky to the west turned black as an- 
other storm raged in. The roar of the wind 
rose several notches. Huge drops of water 
came hurtling past Rain turned rapidly to 
horizontal haiL When lightning snaked 
down out of the blackness, and Lhunder 
cracked through the general tumult, I cap- 
itulated: 1 dived off the main road into a vil- 
lage, whipped out my waterproof cape and 
took refuge against the wall of a building. 

five minutes later, when the hah reverted 


to rain, I went on. But the cape proved im- 
possible: the moment I swung into the wind, 
it acted as a saiLI was blown sideways, back- 
wards. The only solution was to take it off 
and get wet. 

Then came another surprise. The leg 
along the ridge, which I had been dread- 
ing, turned out to be blissfully sheltered. 
Close study of the terrain - never possible 
from a speeding car - revealed that the lie 
of wood and land was unexpectedly 
favourable, and that the bowling flow of air 
was well above my head. 

So my crazy ride provided much in ter- 
es Ling information. Yet it also bad a wider 
effect, in that it confirmed a belief that has 
been growing in my mind over the past few 
months: namely, that the majority of 
British people, along with the Government 
which represents them, could not care less 
about the countryside. 


Three factors led me to this conclusion. 
One was the revolting deposit of rubbish 
in hedges and on verges, -casually thrown 
out of care. Beer cans, bottles, crisp pack- 
ets and fast-food boxes littered almost every 
yard of the route, dearly revealing (at best) 
thoughtless indifference to the environment, 
or (at worst) contempt for the people who 
try to look after iL 

The second factor was the sight of 
Limousin-cross cattle huddled in the shel- 
ter of a barn. Fine animals, they have been 
rendered almost worthless by the Govern- 
ment’s decision to ban sale of beef on the 
bone. Never mind that the odds against any- 
one catching CJD from meat on the bone 
are reckoned the same as those against win- 
ning the National Lotteiy 14 times outright: 
craven political correctness has left fanners 
facing ruin, to no conceivable gain. 

The third jolt was administered by the 


sight of a fox lying dead in a field below 
the outside of a bend on the road. Obviously 
it had been bit by a cur and killed instant- 
ly, yet it looked perfectly intact, with its 
beautiful fur coat throwing off the rain. 

The sight reminded me of the futility - 
in humanitarian and conservationist terms 
- of Mike Foster's bill to ban hunting with 
bounds. All country people know that if the 
bill becomes law it will drastically lower the 
life expectancy of foxes, because farmers, 
gamekeepers and pest-control officers will 
hany them more ferociously than now with 
guns, snares, traps and poison - and still 
thousands will die on the roads. 

So it was that a storm, a scandalous scat- 
ter of garbage, redundant cattle and the 
body of a fox combined to demonstrate how 
coldly the latter-day townsman despises his 
backward cousins on the land. Altogether 
an inauspicious start to 1998. 


NATURE NOTE 


The wild weather erf the past few days has 
delayed the seasonal migration of Bewick 
swans to their wintering grounds in Britain. 
Increasing cold in northern Europe, coming 
down from the Arctic, generally pushes 
them ever further south and west, as they 
move on in search of unfrozen grass (their 
staple food) and pondweed. In a normal 
year there would now be between 300 and 
400 Bewicks at the WHdfowt and Wetlands 
Trust at Slimbridge, on the Severn, but in 
feet there are only (80-odd. This is partly 
the result of a poor breeding season: on 
the Arctic tundra, where the swans nest, 
the earfy summer was exceptionally cold, 
and only three cygnets have reached 
Slimbridge this year. Another diminishing 
influence has been the succession of south- 
westerly gales, which tend to keep the birds 
pinned down on the eastern side of England 
or on the Continent. In stormy weather 
they prefer to sit tight, provided they have 
enough food. There are now about 1.800 at 
Welney in Norfolk, and large numbers in 
the polders of Holland. 

A cold spell, with northerly winds, will 
certainly push more over. Those that do 
reach British reserves live well on a diet of 
grass and supplementary grain, which builds 
up body weight for their marathon return 
journey to the Arctic in spring. 

Duff Hart-Davis 



GARDENING 


CLASSIFIED: INDEPENDENT TRADERS 



BLOOMS of Bressingham 

Dwarf Herbaceous Border Collection 

15 plants for Just £14.95 


providing ground colour in beds, bonders, rockeries and edges all year round. 

Our charming collection co mpris es of 15 plants ranging from 5cm to 50 an in 
height and includes: Anacydos depresses - white, grows to 20cm in height; 
Acniflea Tbmentosa - better known as Yarrow with gold/ydlow Bowers, grows 
to 20cm in height; Leontopodinm Alpinum - clusters of small silvery white 
Bowers amid lance-shaped woolly leaves, grows to 20cm in height; Papaver 
Alpine - barer known as die Alpine Poppy, grows to 20cm ofl, mixed colour-: 
Pfiffnrilh Anreft - yellow flowers, grows to 15cm in height; Tbncrium 
Cbamaedrys - rose coloured, grows to 25cm in height; Anemone Sylyestris - 
white beQ-hke Bowers, grows to 30cm in height; Hypericum Calydnum - 
golden yellow in colour, grows to 30cm in height; Dian thus Arenarius - white, 
grows to 10cm in height; Armenia Maritime Pink - rose coloured, grew to 
20cm in height; Sagma Snbohta - white, grows to 5an in hei ght; Sedu m 
Species - grows to 15cm in height, mixed colours; Dwarf Penstamon 
Cambridge - grows to 30cm in he ig h t, mixed colours; Gypsoph2a repens 
White - semi-evergreen with sprays of white flowers, grows to 15cm; Vferonica 
Shirley Bine - grows to 50cm m height, Hue coloured. 

Our Dwarf Herbaceous 
Boeder Collection will be 
despatched in February 
and March, the plan 
will arrive in 
pots, ready for 
transplanting 
straight into 
your garden, 
following our 
planting plan 
and ho r ti cu l tural 
instructions . - 
provided. 

Oflfer suUca to avaiiabSby 



Please send me: Dwarf Herbaceous Border Collectfon(s) of 15 plants 

& £14.95 each. Including delivery. 


I «™r^taBkxxroofBres5irx3hOTCTdeWrryMcste^^ _ 

IcadNa rTTI i I I 1 I I I I I I IT ^: -Li—- 

I Orders to- DWARF BORDER OFFER. BLOOMS OF BRESSINGHAM. Moil Order. 

I £225 tsssass^^sss^^ — r J 

I — ™ Q5“2lS 


finch conservatories ltd 

A WMF Holding PLC Co 

ENJOY ALL YEAR COMFORT AND SUN IN 

A FINCH CONSERVATORY 

DESIGNED TO SUIT YOUmHOME OR POOL 
AND BUDGET! 

Experienced staff cower the UK 
No Obflgatton FREE Survey 
Interest Free Loans 

Freephone for brochure and Free Advice NOW. 

0800 378168 or 

FINCH FREEPOST. SHEFFIELD S20 3GZ 

riivvrfi, ' „ /vaaMuatnm Accmahnn 


<WEBBSSALE*^ 
Ranters', Obelisks 1 , Towers, 
Temples, Bowers, Arches, 
Weather Vanes', Sun Dials. 

01438-814620 

For FREE BROCHURE 
V SALE ENDS 3VJANSB > 


To advertise 
in this section 
please call 

0171 293 2344. 


GARDEN WATCHER > 

KEEPS CATS OCT 

Award Winning Ultrasonic 
Cat Deterence System 


£49.95 

BkwMnk) 
- «3*V I 


by STOCK NUTRITION 
STATION ROAD, YAXHAM, 
NORFOLK, NRI91RD 

01362 694957 



Mrs Edwards wrote 
‘One of the best investments 
I have made" 

«• Cot>s*e e our tasery eo «e<«a * ''•‘o ox* «w 

f'asvy ib»o boo sveo Kja cutty jirri^v ana o<to^wu, 

Pnoe* couemg carnage nj‘ maimanai "or, o® 

« |UU wewe ft* S lo-n cs» *ry Tmny M3U« ift* 

M Pnffes or fw 9venenoR»i. e>w» us to t <n» cottur t •rajwe IMav cr. 


Rramfar. Wm tar tatimvt Art nf «’* « rimfii. bel MIHiat Um 


HARDY FUSCHSIAS 

.4 collection i y 10 

individually named 
varieties. 

Suitable for varied uses 
such as patio D>?(s and 
flower b<>rders. 
Delivery by 1st class post 
Feb - May £11 inc p&p 

PERSHORE 
PLANT RAISERS 

Peasham. Pershon?. 
Worcestershire WR1Q 3HB 


01386 554672 


The 

Chelsea Plant 
Stand 

Manual Pine, 

cumpleie 15 1 1 

mnt to assemble 
Rustproof linings '3|S24 
Ready to iinsn 

101 MJOOT 

ouMoqi use 

CW HUM a 

onto, *1 ghw fle itoiwo ar 
by cOeqiB/et,. 

DMttaica aetata *mw Jntmeme 
THE DOUESnc paflAPVCBHAUA Co 

Oetf lli IBU Uuiri tac. 

£k» So l,ifun l««: F*S 1 >ouk 

Tat: 01253 730334 24 lira. 
Fax: 01253 7951 81 


iwT^rVfkM IN l l nil 24 SutUm Rrud IruWrU MM*. Ha&tam. 

£ WML Trt 0132.1 earn F,v 0..UT 




'FREE ^ 

SEUCn0S$:WB' 

SESSIM ^ 1 f 

cim'frq 


VOR THt FtRSON V, HO THLNKS 
ran havt riTRiratvc 
Prrusnilito^ Hand Crafted Bt« 
j*4ir unj«iiirt nussacc pniit«i im 
iIk-UKL 

Addill’.i- Ifptvnunrs. 
|x , *oadi- ft« Uf' 
ORDER nun for Unique Gift 

lin pr"«o,Lilu>n fuii i 
14 i>hr ■.■rna' £1 “5 

Lugton Brewery 

oisos 850267 




To advertise 
in this section 
please call the 

Independent 
Traders 
Team 
on 0171 293 
2344/2323. 


House & Home 


MORIARTFS 

SOLID PINE 
STORAGE BEDS 



For NEW colour brochure 

PHONE 

(01233) 850214 


Collecting 



House & Home 



NEW CUSHIONS 
Far chairs, suites, 
bench sealing eic. 
Uncovered or with 
our own fined covers. 


MATTRESSES MATTRESS 
Made 10 measure . OVERLAYS 
any size and id A sepinue «- in. deep 
vovr individual layer for iitsluit relief 
comfort. on a 100 hard bed. 


1 EvermoK QEuraro SAFBy to row door. if« 0113 Z74 stub 

® PHONE 0113 274 8100 

ctegM ftfrnikiuHmxAurwuusiinit££titde and dine/ erica. 
Please sad sump /or colour brochure nr phone. 

Mr-Mn/MiK -X? 

icmtut a 

Address 


Postcode I 

FOAMforcomFORTh. Dept 1N2, I 
iCfe'rf* Unit Two. Wyther Lane Industrial Estate. I 
" " ^ Wyther Lane, Kirks tall. Leeds LS5 3BT. 


Fashion 





The uricinjl slodunan's coal direct 
Iran A ustralia. This aD time classic 
is both functional and fashionable. 
Carefully made in maser brown 
I2o: oiled couon. Featuring 
shoulder cape, slomi flap% hill rear 
fanlaiL deep pockets, leg strap*. 
ClieM size* 35“ - 54' mens or ladies. 
Available now ar 039.50. Also 
7-’ij Jacket length £11450. Other ooknu? 
.' and models available. Matching 
Z sioudi hat SALLXL £2151 fFree 
delivery UK mam land L 

0118 946 3804 

Nicksons Countrywear Ltd. 
16 Church St, Cave reham, 
Reading, Berks RG4 BAV 
Major Credit and debit curia 

aeceptxL 


For Sales 



essi 


INTRODUCTORY OFFER 

LOWEST EVER PRICES 

KLIiTIwTrl enm 

innEil^jlEZZI Wg 





NEW CUSHIONS FOR 

WINDSOR 

DINING CHAIRS 


ERCOL - PRIORY/^ 

and other good makes fh SI ffjj 
* High quality foam f/llj II Jj 

interiors and covers, // 1 jj Ifjj 
fitted with 4 tapes II J 9 SIJI 
and press studs. jjfJ 

At a fraction of 
shop prices. 

*FREE fabric Jj jj \V 

LYNPLAN (Dept 057) ^ 

43 Imperial 

Croydon CR94LP B 0181 688 5808 


For more great shopping ideas see 
the 1 Select Shopping Guide’ in the 
Sunday Review on 25 January *98. 
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Leafy 
ways to 
floral 


beauty 


The key to successful flower- 
arranging is the foliage. This, and 
much more, Sally Staples learnt in 
a west London library. 


Judith Blacklock weaves her way through 
tables loaded with Sowers and foliage, 
throwing a word here and a suggestion there. 
Though barely 5ft tali, she possesses the 
energy of a dynamo and enthusiasm to 
match. 

“What’s this called?” she asks, bran- 
dishing a bunch of berries or a sprig of fol- 
iage. The same questions will be repeated 
several times during her two-hour flower- 
arranging class, and beginners become 
familiar with all sorts of exotic-sounding 
greenery almost by osmosis. 

The blackboard looks like a left-over 
Latin lesson. We read llberman tinus -which 
seems to crop up in lots of the arrangements 
- s kimmi a, choisya, hedera, fatshedera, 
hebe, euonymus, and many more. 

What strikes you at first glance is that 
the emphasis here is not on angling flowers 
to look pretty in a vase. The students are 
learning that the basis of flower-arranging 
Is choosing the foliage. They are being 
taught about textures, space, proportion and 
colour, about what is dominant and what 
is in danger of being overshadowed or 
obscured. 

Many of the 12 women - there were no 
men in this class, taking place in a hall at- 
tached to a library in Barnes, west Lon- 
don - had begun the 13-week course 
knowing tittle about the mechanics of 
flower-arranging. Nearly all of them were 
so inspired by the two-hour class that they 



Shaping up: Judith 
Bladdodc’s flower- . 
arranging session art , 
Barnes library 

Photoyaph: Rster Macdarmid 


signed up for further sessions in the new 
year. 

Carolyn Donahoe, a Canadian, says 
Judith's classes are inspiring because she 
offers suggestions and tips rather than rigid 
formats. “She teaches you to recognise the 
quality of flowers when you buy them, and 
how important it is to give them a long drink 
before they go into an arrangement You 
Learn to see what will give a harmonious fin- 
ish, how to judge proportion and form. \bu 
learn to follow certain rules, but begin to 
understand which ones can be benL” 


During the first hour the women labour 
away on their arrangements while Judith 
offers praise and encouragement. Some- 
times she will hold up a half-finished 
piece of work and ask for suggestions from 
the class. Everyone is encouraged Lo look 
at and learn from other people's work. 

Caroline Williams is thrilled with her 
mantelpiece decoration, which has two lily 
stems as the focus in a bed of greenery. “1 
have no real talent or flair but 2 really feel 
a great sense of achievement to have fin- 
ished something like this," she says. 


Caroline has spent £5 on the lilies. Some- 
times she buys carnations from a super- 
market and brings foliage from rbe garden. 
All the students are required to provide 
flowers for each session and the lessons are 
adapted to suit people who spend only a 
little as well as those who splash out on £20- 
£30-worth of flowers. 

The students are asked to bring seca- 
teurs and some have their own “oases" - 
water-absorbent bases for the arrangement 
- but these can be bought at the classes. 

Sue Robertson says that she became so 


interested in the classes that she is now 
studying for a diploma, and finds making 
her arrangements very therapeutic “It's 
great fun when the seasons change and you 
can explore different ways of presenting 
things,” she says. She has made a ring with 
ivv, choisya. vibe rn urn. hypericum berries, 
flex berries and salmon-pink roses. The 
centrepiece is a large white candle set in- 
side a hurricane lamp. 

At the and of an hour Judith inspects 
each arrangement, commenting and 
offering tips: if you see carnations with white 


stamens showing, that indicates they are 

past their best; white and cream colours are 

most dominant, and purple the least dom- 
inant, so a purple-and-white arrangement 
placed in a dark room will not show up well; 
anything positioned above a lit fire will dry 
out quickly, an d must be watered 
frequently. 

The second half of each lesson is a 
demonstration given by Judith, during 
which the students take notes. What they 
are watching will be the foundation for the 
next week's work. 

“It is essential to learn the basic struc- 
tures,” explains Judith. “But what I also hy 
to do in my classes is to develop a modem 
style, exploring shapes and forms. The 
round shape is the dominant one, and the 
eye will always follow the round shape.” 

In what seems like a trice she cuts and 
places a mass of foliage into an S-shaped 
“oasis” «nd then inserts winter jasmine, blue 
anemones, yellow tulips and red roses. Each 
stem is expertly angled into the base, and 
like all gifted professionals die makes it look 
easy. “If you use a lot of foliage and tex- 
tures, you have to be careful not to add too 
many colours,” she explains. 


Judith Blackjack's 13-week course costs 
£49 (or £37 for concessions); for details, call 
0181-255 7440. She also runs courses at Rich- 
mond Adult and Community College in 
Twickenham ( 0181-891 5907) and gives pri- 
vate lessons to groups of up to five people 
(0181-255 7440). She has written several 
books , Including Teach Yourself Flower 
Arranging" (Hodder & Stoughton, £6.99). 
Most adult education colleges offer courses 
in flower- ar ra n ging and information can be 
obtained firm local e duc a ti on authorities. 


GAMES 


CHESS: WILLIAM HARTSTON 


PANDORA ME LLY 

GAMES PEOPLE PLAY 


CHRISTMAS JUMBO CROSSWORD 
SOLUTIONS AND WINNERS 


CONCISE 
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In 1987, Anatoly Karpov faced Gany 
Kasparov in the final game of a world 
championship match in Seville. He was 
a point ahead and needed only to draw 
with the black pieces to take the title. 
The importance of the game seemed to 
overcome him. He played slower and 
slower, drifted into severe time-trouble, 
then, when Kasparov introduced some 
brilliant complications, Karpov went 
wrong and lost. 

With the passage of a little more 
than 10 years, it seems that little has 
changed. This time he needed to draw 
with Anand to win the championship, 
but again be drifted into time-trouble. 
This time, the blunder was worse. It is 
difficult to guess what Karpov was 
thinking when he played 27...Bc6, but 
the move cost him a piece. It is true that 
30...Qh41? 31.Qxh4 allows a draw by 
perpetual check with Rg2+ and Rf2+, 
but simply 31.Qxf3 left White a bishop 
up. Now the title will be decided by a 
quickplay play-off. 


White: Viswanathan Anand 
Blade Anatoly Karpov 
World Championship - Game six 


The Honourable Sir Oliver Popplewell, 
69, High Court Judge 


I d4 Nf6 
2Bg5e6 
3e4 b6 

4 Bxf6 Qxfb 
5Nc3d6 

6 Qd2g5 

7 Bc4 Neb 

8 Nge2 Bg7 

9 Rdl Bd7 

10 0-0 0-0-U 

II Nt>5 a6 
12 Na3 g4 
13f4gxf3 
14 Rx£3 Qe7 
15c3h5 

16 Rdf 1 RdlS 

17 h4 Na7 

18 Nc2 Bh6 

19 Qel Kb8 

20 Bd3 Bc6 

21 Nf4 Rfg8 

22 do Be8 


23 Qf2 Bg7 

24 Nd4 Bd7 

25 dxcb Bxd4 

26 cxd4 £xc6 

27 e5 Bc6 

28 Ng6 Qd8 

29 Nxh8 Bxf3 

30 Nf7 Qh4 

31 Qxf3 Qxd4+ 

32 Khl d5 

33 Rdl Qxb4 

34 Rbl Qa4 

35 Qxh5 Nc6 

36 Qe2 Ka7 

37 QD+ b6 

38 Rcl Kb7 

39 h3 Rc8 
40Qf6Nd4 

41 Nd8+ Kb8 

42 Nxe6 
Black resigned 


IVe had a lot of fun playing cricket I’ve 
even played on the Inner Temple lawn. In 
fact we recently had a game there for the 
Peter May Memorial Fund. It was quite a 
lively wicket and we raised a bob or two. 

The Bar has a cricket club called the 
Refreshers, and I’m wearing the tie. It has 
a beer mug on it and the numbers one, 
three, six, standing for one pound, three 
shillings and sixpence, which was the 
minimum that a member of the bar could 
earn when the dub was founded in 1937. 

The Bar used to play at the Oval to 
raise money for the Barristers' Clerks 
Benevolent Fund. There was a clerk called 
Reg Henty who played for Surrey before 
the war, and if he made runs, the clerks 
won. We don’t play at the Oval any more - 
fewer and fewer people came to watch, so 
the Oval not unreasonably said they’d got 
better things to do with their pitch. 


I had a marvellous time up at 
Cambridge. In those days, we had nothing 
but test players in the side, and in 1950 we 
played the West Indies. I wasn’t playing 
because I was doing my exams, but 
Cambridge made 520-odd for 4 declared at 
lunch time on the second day. Then the 
West Indies made 720 for 3, and my 
replacement as wicket-keeper dropped 
Weekes, who then made over 300. So it 
was “Come back Popplewell, all is 
forgiven”. 

My son Nigel used to play for Somerset, 
which was enormously exciting. As a 
cricketer, you’d give your tight eye to bowl 
with Garner, or to bat with Botham and 
Richards. Nigel once caught a very good 
catch in a final against Sussex, and Stuart 
Sunidge got so excited, he started kissing 
my wife. 


Go out to bat with a ’ Purist Original' from 
Gunn & Moore, (recommended retail price: 
£1 99. 99) available at reputable sports shops. 


CONCISE CROSSWORD 


BRIDGE: ALAN HIRON 


BACKGAMMON: CHRIS BRAY 




No .3504 Saturday 10 January 
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CRYPTIC 


Game all: dealer South 
North 
♦ K72 
?10 6 4 
0 K 10 9 2 
*7 5 3 


13 M 15 16 17 IS 29 20 21 22 23 24 


QQBDBQQDDBQD □□□□□□□□□□□□□□ 

□ □QBDDQDBDBDD 

QQQQQHQQQQ QQQQQQQQQ QQQOBB 
QQQDQDQDQQQQQ 
□□□□DU BQBBDDQQIIQQ BBBDDQ1IQ 
B □ □ Q □ □□□□□□ 

□□□□□□□□ QDQDQDQ QQDQQQPQDQ 

□ □□□□□□□□□ Q 

□□□□ □DDDQQDQQQP DQDQQP 
□ □□□□□ BBK9BB 
□□□□□□□□ QDQQQ □□DQQaa 

□ □□□□□□□□a □□ 

□DQBDQ □BQDQBQK9D DSQPOQQPQII 

□ qqqddqqq aaSS 
DQDDQDDDBQ BBDBBBBBB QQQDQQ 

□ D □□□□□□□□□□ 

□□□□□□□ □□□□□ QQQQQBQQ 

□ □ B B D D a □ C 2 H U 

IDQQDQB □□□□□□□□□□□ □□□□ 

b □□□□□□□□□ a 
DBDBQQDDQQ BDQBiBD BBBQDQQD 

□ □□□□□□ D Q n □ 
□□□□□□□Q QUBBEJEJHHQQD BQBQHQ 

B a QQQBDaQHDHQ 

□□□□□□ DDQQQQQQE2 □□□□□□□□□□ 
UDBDHDHQHBHiaH 
BBBBBBBBBBBBHB flBBHBHBBBBflB 


West 
♦ QJ6 
?J 9 2 
076 

*J 10984 


East 

♦ 10983 
t?Q 8 5 3 
OAJ543 

♦ none 




South 
♦ A 5 4 
<?AK7 
0Q8 

♦AKQ62 



12 U 10 9 8 7 


fi 5 4 J 2 1 


ACROSS 


DOWN 


I Detain without trial (6) 
4 Country (6) 

7 Invaluable (9) 

9 Press clothes (4) 

10 Flightless bird (4) 

II Army rank (5) 

13 Public speaker (6) 


Deep blue dye (6) 


Ment (4) 

3 Drink of the gods (6) 

4 English admiral (6) 

5 Piece of work (4) 

6 Beginner (6) 

7 Chemical element (9) 

S Senior pupils (5,4) 

11 Computer accessory (5) 

12 Answer (5) 

15 Noise (6j 

16 Garment worker (6) 

17 Plant disease (6) 

18 Taste (6) 

21 Tie securely (4) 

22 Moist (4) 


14 Stinging plant (6) 

15 Oppose (6) 

17 Deceptions by poker 
players.(6) 

19 Sooner than expected (5) 

20 Society (4) 

22 Percussion instrument 

23 ^mall weight (9) 

24 Gentle (6) 

25 Overthrow (6) 


Cryptic crossword winner: R Moore, Southampton. 

Runners-up: J Bartlett, Middlesborough: J Howson, Chandlers Ford: S 
Keen, Finchley, London N3: P Igoe. Wallasey, J Lewis, Harrow; A Wilter, 
Leitrim. 


Concise crossword winner: P Aldereon, London SW15. 

Runners-up: J Frew, London N6; R Taylor, Swansea; A Kelly, Purley; J Fos- 
ter-Curtis, Norwich; L Langdon, Bristol: R Skyrme, Guernsey. 


Solution to yesterday's Concise Crossword: 

ACROSS: 1 Boom. 3 Harangue (Boomerang), 9 Cello, 10 Oddmem, 1 Sip. 
13 Agamemnon, 14 Repeat, lb Escort. 18 Baitarian. 20 Mad, 22 Unleash, 23 
Locum, 25 Deputise. 26 Tray. DOWN: 1 Bucks, 2 Owl, 4 Anorak. 5 Address, 
ti Green room, 7 Extinct, 8 Iota, 12 Paper-dip, 14 Rebound, 15 Adamant, 17 
Wishes, 19 Nile, 21 Dummy, 24 Car. 


“I saw a hand just like this in a book of 
problems!” South claimed excitedly after this 
deal. There was one tiny snag: he only 
remembered the critical play after he had gone 
down in Three No-trumps. 

Upgrading his hand slightly on the strength 
of his healthy five-card suit. SouLh opened 2* 
and rebid 2NT over North's negative response. 
Although this was not forcing. North had plenty 
with which to raise to game. 

West led ♦ J against 3NT and East discarded 
a diamond. This was irritating for declarer as it 
meant that nothing extra would come in from 
dubs. Never mind, he thought: with a sure side 
entry to dummy, the diamonds would provide 
the missing two tricks. It did not work out like 
that for when ar trick two declarer led O Q, East 
allowed it to hold. Now the diamond suit was 
dead and. whatever South tried, he was now 
restricted lo eight tricks. 

Will, what was the theme of the temporarily 
forgotten old problem? After discovering the 
tiresome club break at trick one, declarer should 
have led and ran 0 8. If this is allowed to bold, 
it is easy to establish a second trick in the suit; if 
the eight loses to the jack. South’s queen can be 
overtaken with the king and (with the vital 
spade entry still there) two tricks established by 
force. 


In the box playing Black was the Tempestuous Turk 
(TT). Minus 20 on the scoresheet and having a bad 
night, he finally thought his time had come when 
playing against The Doyen and myself. We had been 
doubled early and then got involved in a massive back- 
game. At the height of this game we had made our 1-, 

2- and 3-points with an extra man on the 2-point and’ 
our other 8 men were in or around TTs home board. 

TT had borne off only two men (shown at the right 
m the diagram) when he left an early shot We hit it, 
but with only a three point board and the rest of the 
men well spread, we had tittle chance of containing 
the man we had hit. Over the next five minutes, 
however, with a mixture of skill and luck we gradually 
built up our board, hitting TTs man each time it 
looked like escaping. In the position above we had 
just slotted our 4-point and IT had fanned once 
again. We redoubled. 

With an imperious wave of his cigar TT snatched 
the cube. We rolled 62, covering the blot and easily 

won the game. Whs it a take? The answer is (airly 

deariy no. The blot on the 4-point is covered by 27 
rolls. TI, with only two men off would be lucky to win 
the race more than 8 per cent of the time. If we fail to 
cover, TT will hit the exposed blot 30 per cent of the 

time. Thus of the 9 times we fail to cover he willhit 3 ■ 

times and even some of his hits (41 and 42) force him 
to expose another blot. He should have let this one go 
This was a case of emotion interfering with rational 

thinking. After the turnaround that had taken place 

TTs cube-handling was based purely on not wanting to 
give up a game that had been previously “won”. 
Mistakes like this are commonplace. They are also very 
expensive, so remember keep your emotions in check. 
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A Cornish 
cream of a 
train ride 


This week Matthew Brace 
iegins a series of great 
hort train journeys of 
Britain by riding the Golden 
"rail in Cornwall. 


"he Cornish accents of two fisher- 
len on the 18 33 train from Pen- 
ance to St Ives were rich enough 
3 obscure most of their convers- 
ion but I was able to pick up key 
'ords and piece together their 
tory. The younger one, with red- 
hecked shirt and shaven head, 
tad come off a trawler in Penzance, 
■pent a day off sleeping. He was 
leading to St Ives to join a smaller 
5shing-boat for another stint. 

The older fisherman had been 
with friends in Bristol when he was 
called to join a St Ives boat. 

“D'you work the Rose ever?" 

“No. Done the Jezebel , and the 
Tregeseal. You worked on them?" 

“Can’t remember now, there’s 
been a lot over the years.” 

They were riding the Golden 
Trail, so-called because of the fan- 
tastic sweeps of sand at either end. 
Little seems to have changed on this 
route since the railway first came to 
Si Ives in 1S77. Back then it carried 
fishermen, loo, maybe the great- 
grandfathers of my fellow passen- 
gers. The line carried their catches 
is well as goods from farms and the 
in mines. This has always been a 
me for the working Comishman. 
Dnly from Lhe mid -Thirties was its 
X3 ten rial as a tourist route re- 
Uised, when the Cornish Riviera 
Express, with its elegant restaurant 
:ar, ran to and from St Ives. 

Penzance to St Ives is one of the 
Shortest train services in Britain but, 
ike all in this series, it is a sched- 
uled route, not merely a quaint, 
summer-only railway for day- 
trippers. It must rank among one of 
the most picturesque commutes in 
Britain. A little under 10 miles of 
rack runs from Penzance, Lhe last 
izeable town in the South-west, to 
it Ives, the fishing village that be- 
ame the haunt of artists and now 
.as its own Tate Gallery. The jour- 
ey takes just 19 minutes. 

At Penzance a raging sea lies just 
'ards from the station; when wild 
readier hits here it comes straight 
out of the Atlantic. Spray sheets 
over the sea wall, lashing the plat- 
forms, and the boats in the harbour 
rock violently in the wind. 

Cornwall was the last English 
county to be linked to the main rail- 
way system - by the Great Western 
Railway (GWR). known more poet- 
ically as God’s Wonderful Railway. 

The St Ives service runs every 
half hour or so. It chugs along the 
shore for about a mile, with only the 
South West Coast Path between it 
and the surf. On the right is the im- 
posing bulk of St Michael’s Mount; 
sit on the left and you may see the 
Stilly Islands helicopter take off. 

Shortly before the small village 
of Marazion, the track beads inland 
across a nature reserve known for 
its terrifying flocks of starlings that 
swoop down here of an evening. The 
train winds through the Cornish int- 
erior via a series of embankments 
cut through the rock, and makes its 
first stop at St Erth. From here the 
mainline to London runs east 
hrough Cornwall but the Golden 
Trail continues north. 

At Lelanl Saltings station, a 
lark-and-ride has been set up, so 
jeople can leave their cars and hop 
>n to the train for St Ives. It is an 
ixcellent idea; St Ives on a holiday 
veekend is teeming with traffic try- 
□g to park. 

The line curves round the shore 
yy Forth Kidney Sands, where the 
river Hayie empties into the Bris- 
tol Channel and runs through Car- 
bis Bay and into St Ives, offering 
arguably the best approach to the 
town. 

After exploring the town, make 
for the warmth of the 14th-centu- 
ry Sloop Inn, with its snug rooms 
decorated with the black pastel 
sketches of local artists and crowd- 
ed with yet more fishermen, swap- 
ping more stories. 

On the footplate 
When to go: the Golden Trail is 
open all yean go in spring and win- 
ter for ever-changing skies, in sum- 
mer for day-long sunshine. 

What to take: binoculars, maps, ( 
bucket and spade 
What to see: St Michael's Mount 
(at low tide, via a causeway), tin 
mines (now museums) 

How much: one-way fares cost 
£1.30 (under-16s), £2.60 adults; 
round trip (after 9am) £L35 (under- 
lbs). £2.70 adults: under-fives and 
bicycles (only two bikes per train) 
free 

Details: National Rail Enquiries 
(0345 4S4950); Cornwall Tourist 
Board (01872 274057) 



Unloose the dogs of squelch 


Imagine gliding silently across the 
snow, a wintry scene unfolding 
before you as you emerge from 
the forest, pulled by a team of 
willing huskies. Now imagine 
bumping squelchily along muddy 
tracks, with a foggy backdrop of 
Northamptonshire farmland , 
pulled by a bunch of wet dogs. 

Eric Kendall takes to the sled - 
on wheels. 


Gwen the option, most people would go 
for the snowy ride, but Britain’s dog sled- 
ders rarely have a choice. Sledding here 
takes a special combination of dedication 
to the sport love of the dogs and a bit more 
besides; it’s no joke to house, train and feed 
a couple of them, let alone eight or 10. 
The surprising news that they've been ban- 
ished from the Antarctic in favour of petrol 
power becomes as dear as. well mud. when 
you see a team in action. 

For most of a British season, training and 
competition involves rigs: three-wheeled 
chariots that would have earned Ben Hur 
a steward’s enquiry for their lightweight steel 
frames, state-of-the-an mountain bike 
components and knobbly tyres. In winter, 
when most people train after dark on week- 
days, powerful headlamps are essential. 

Getting a team organised to run is 
fraught, with or without snow. The strain- 
ing, yapping and moaning, amid a tangle of 
cords and fur, reaches fever pitch. Once the 
m ushers have got their boots on. the dogs 
come out, harnessed one by one and linked 
together on gang lines - amazingly, the leaps 
and turns of Lhe team don't cause a total 
snarl-up as often as would seem inevitable. 

Sensing the off, the dogs arc almost as 
excited as the m ushers. Their fidgeting, hav- 
ing and lunging exude anticipation which 
finally explodes into forward morion. At 
the chariot end, all you can do is hang on 


right as the rig jolts forward, and your 
shouts -it doesn't really matter what - urge 
them on. while you paddle with one foot 
or even run up steep sections. The brakes, 
which lie reassuringly to hand, are only 
good for preventing the rig from running 
downhill into the dogs' legs - not for pulling 
the team to a hall. If mushers come off. 
they can be towed along for ages on the 
end of a safety line which ensures they 
never lose Lhe team. 

Once you're up and running, the ter- 
rain provides half the challenge. Well- 
trained dogs follow the track and respond 
to the commands "Gee" t rightl and 
“Haw" (left!. They'll even stop (Whoa) 
when you tell them, unless they've got flee- 
ing wildlife in their sights: badgers arc a 
favourite, but anything alive will do. 

When a lead dog smells something 
worth further investigation, and performs 
a sharp turn, a good team follows in uni- 
son in a disciplined manoeuvre that has a 
•■years of training" look to it. right up until 
the moment when you career into lhe back 
of the bunch. Thai's all it takes to Iwam 
that the rig unfailingly goes where the dogs 
go. and that with ail the mud. the brakes 
don't really work, even if you've got the 
reactions to grab them in time. 

Untangling the mess is a chance for learn 
bonding, but it's also the one lime the dogs 
look as though they may tear each other 
apart. Underway again, you can conccntraie 
on bow you're going to turn around (a kind 
of deliberate version of the above ) and. w hen 
you’ve done so. how to cun the team into 
retracing their steps (never popular). Then 
there are the same smell-traps on the return 
leg. for which you are at least forewarned, 
but so are the di'gs Running a circular route 
is a better bet for all concerned. 

Depending on Lhe distance run, the Jogs 
may well he itching for the off again almost 
before they've stopped. And even if they 
look tired, don't take any chances; for these 
creatures, pulling is not just a way of litc. 
it's an instinct - hitching them to the 


bumper of your car could be the quickest 
way to lose both your dogs and your more 
conventional form of transport in one go. 

The dogs 

The best sled dogs are relatively light- 
weight. good-natured Siberian huskies. 
They are ideal for hauling a shared weight 
all day at a steady pace. In racing terms, 
smaller teams travel at comparable speeds 
to bigger ones but generally run shorter 
courses. Between two and eight dogs are 
normally used. Various other breeds are 
also raced in different classes. 

Though Siberian huskies obey many 
commands as sled dogs, they can’t be 


trained off the lead - once they're off 
they’re away for good. In this respect they 
make lousy pets. They are well adapted to 
a cold, snowy environment: along with thick 
coats, they have webbed feet, and long eye- 
lashes and hairy ears to keep out the snow. 
Though they are considered to be work- 
ing dogs, it’s surprising to find how affec- 
tionate they are. It’s doubly rewarding to 
have one of them leap into your arms 
through sheer enthusiasm, as to the unini- 
tiated they look like wolves. 

For further information contact the 
Siberian Husky Qub of Great Britain 
(01604 686 281). Send an A4 sae (enclos- 
ing two extra first-class stamps) for breed 




i . • •. 


mm 







T - i ' • - c*. “I 




Dog daze: 
however well 
trained, most sled 
dogs cannot be let 
off the lead, and so 
make lousy pets 
FTiotographs. 

E»: > endall 




and dog-sledding information to: Penny 
Evans, Honorary Secretary, SHCGB, The 
Old Post Office, 3 High Street Lamport, 
Northampton NN6 9HB. 

Dog-sledding in the UK 

Scotland is the obvious place, with the best 
chance of regular snow. The Aviemore 
Snow Rally 1998, on 24-25 January, is the 
best place to spectate and find out more 
about the sport, with a good chance of snow 
and around 180 teams competing in the 
Glenmore Forest. Contact the Highlands 
of Scotland Tourist Office (01479 810363) 
for details. Other competitions are held 
throughout the UK, mostly on wheels. 

In the fust week of February, weather 
permitting, Alan Stewart (01546 603915) 
will be sledding through the Cairngorms 
with his 12-year-old son, John, and meet- 
ing up with the polar explorer Borge Ous- 
land. who will ski into the range towing his 
Antarctic sledge. The aim of the expedi- 
tion, 'Travellers of the Cold" is to go 
through the UK’s most remote area at a 
demanding time of year, using dog teams 
under conditions in which they excel. 

Dog-sledding abroad 
Alaska's 1,049-mile IdiLarod Trail Race, held 
in March, is the best known dog-sledding 
event. Canada and Alaska, where sledding 
started, have endless terrain and opportu- 
nities for day trips and longer expeditions. 
Try Algonquin Way Kennels (001 613 332 
4TO5)for trips into Algonquin Park, Ontario. 

There are also chances to drive or ride 
in Iceland and Scandinavia, and, increas- 
ingly, in Continental ski resorts. 



What, when, where . . . 



For an ornithological treat, lake an 
RSPB cruise up the river Exe to see the 
beaky splendours of more than 40 
bird species taking their winter break 
on this Devon estuary. A local RSPB 
guide will accompany you aboard the 
Devon Princess ill on a three-io-four- 
hour trip from Exmouth Docks to the 
ancient port of Topsham and back - 
look out lor the charming relrousse 
beaks of the black-and-white atoccu. 
Cruise Jaws: W. 11, 24. 25 January; 7, 
S February. Tickets: adults £V.M children 
£5. Hooking 01302 255215. 

Sally Kindberg 


THE INDEPENDENT 

6 Perennial 
Geraniums 

for just £8.95 

Perennial Geraniums - commonly known as 
‘Cranesbiir are easy to grow and very free- (Towering 
* with attractive foliage. They will happily thrive in 
shade, half shade and full sunshine, will grow in all 
jjfsy 1 type?- or soil and make ideal groand cover plants. They 
■; • ’=< will grow to approximately 12 inches with a spread of 
18 inches. 

The flowering period for these lovely plants is between 
June and September so you’ll get plenty of colour from 
them. After the First flush, the flowers am be trimmed 

back to encourage them to flower for a second lime. 

A pa:k of 6 of these delightful plants will cost you just 
£8.95 including postage and parting. 




Please sand me . 
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How to order 

Spalding (01775) 76234S for 
enquiries and 24 hour credit card 
order service OR 

Fill in coupon quoting your Access/Visa/ 
Mastercard number or send with crossed 
cheque/PO, NO CASH please, to: 

THE INDEPENDENT PERENNIAL 
GERANIUM OFFER, PjO. BOX 50, 
SPALDING. LINCOLNSHIRE. FEU 35X 
DESPATCH WILL BE FROM EARLY MARCH 
ONWARDS. Offer subject to availability and 
UK mainland readers only. 

Offer closes 24/02/98. 

B-6 Jn England f £00967 NnapapartUfetiJng pic 


Pack(s) as £8.95 each 


My card number lx 

ns i M 1 1 ii i r 

Please tee BLOCK CAPITALS. Expiry date;. 

Skpialure 

Name^MtiMrs/Mss/Ms) 


Poaoode 

Orders m:TNE MtEPSiDBfT PERENNIAL GERANIUM OFFER 
PO BOX 50, SPALDWG. LINCOLNSHIRE. PEt 1 3SX. 
j |^ 1,l *w*PiWwi,>w»»ein n i i * w iwiaiBnm MU> t 
I — IKX pu.tnam I«i.i«b,intswa rut INQ 033 
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14/RACING 


SAN DOWN 


1EL30 Lord Jim 
1.00 City Hali 
1.30 Monnaie Forte 
2.05 Cyfor Maita 


HYPERION 
JL35 Grey Shot 
3-10 Yorkshire Gale 
3.40 Jet Files 


fi 0-32T1 CYF0H MALTA (55) (D) (DA Joflnson] U Rpe571 1 . APMeCOy 

tojefttue, emerald poor stone* tvhte i% anewWawi &pob 
-SdBGtesf- 

BETTWG: 8-11 Cjrfor llafa, M Etageis Hoot 5-1 Angebrt Double. 8-1 Madtaon County. 12-1 
The land Agent, 16-1 KHJoney Can 

FORM GUIDE 

CYFOR MALTA, has won hts last two starts In (esttog conations at Autaixi. Frances pre- 
mier Jumping course, and to weB in han at wngtit-fepag* With Dotittevetnertert and 
Htaricane Lamp crashing out of it Angelo’s Double was toft rntn &rtle In txwt a! Kemo- 
ton and Bangers Moor looks a tagger danger. Selection; CYFOR MALTA 


GOING: Hurtles - Soft (Good to Soft In places); Chases- Good to Soft (Soft in places). 

• Rtght*hand ccutr. swan tasting lances along back strattit; tun-in of 300yd. 

• Course is on A30T. 4m S d Kingston. Esher station (wrvfce from London, Waterloo) 
ad] ora course. ADMISSION; CJubE*. JuntorCU»p7.2lyra)£W;&8nd3tand&P*f 
dock £T1; Park £4 CAR RAflK: £2 in metribw (More LanoJ, rematoder free. 

• LEADING TRAMS® D Nicholson 22-32 (26 8%1 J GBtofd T7-132 p2S%l J Old 
0-45 B8S%). N Herderson MS (100%) J King 7-32 {21S%1 lbs H Knight 7-33 (212%) 

• LEADING JOCKEYS: H Dunwoody 23-92 (25%). A P McCoy 13-57 {S4%), D Bridg- 
water 7-38 CBAtt). J FTMey 5-23 {20%). W Maraton 5-33 (*3*). R Johneon «3 (T7AM 

• FAVOURITES: 122-326 {374*4 

BUNKERED FIRST TIME: Mlaa Ofldee (lOQ); Falmouth Bay (13C0. Whet A Hand pUJ). 
Slater Stephanie (3.10V 


TOLWORTH HURDLE (Grade 1) (CLASS A) 
£25,000 added 2m 110yds Penalty Value £15,925 


C4 


R Thontun 


12.30 


LEVY BOARD/SANDOWN PARK HURDLE (CLASS B) 
(CLASS B) £15,000 added Penalty Value £10,163 

1221-2 ARCTKCAUPBIlHJtBFlMyHBT^ RJotmon 

F45B1 CHAW*LEYE (FH) {H) (□ A J#r80n) M Ffae5 U 7__ A P McCoy 


Dl-iB EASY FEEUN M (N P Btrte fith Famiy Settionerfl D ffctctai a fl 7 J)7hon*pa 

4P-312 GWG0I FOX (USA) fn)JBF) (M ton Oooma) Ifia J Wrrwi 5 tl 7 RFmnt 

mOfi 


BPovrtl 
A P McCoy 
A Thorton 
R Du moody 
. GTormey 
. P Cattery 
C UaweByn 


5-11 


11 LORD Jltt (28) (tea SY Thomas) J 018611 7 
n LDRDOFTHEfflVEHBatBTSteWtaaw 


122) (8 T Stamanwi) 0 Shervmod 6 It 7 . 
-fidacteed- 


-JAUcCart&y 


BETTING: 84 Lord Jm, 74 Arctic Campac 4-1 Lord Of Ths tore* 8-2 Ch«n*)kr*t. 11-2 Easy F«*- 
to, 12-1 Gtngar Foot 
1997: mastno abandoned 

FAIRLAWNE HURDLE (CLASS D) £5,000 added 4Y0 
2m 110yds Penalty value £3,696 

PPO ALPME MUSIC (23) H*5 Srty l**BJ J WAns fl 0 Onto Toner (7) 

2F cmfHAU-pBUMraRFKmAUrsVCWBdlMBVtttalttQ RTtttrtrtl 

QMZBOURQ (Pi(M) (Dbus Ex Martha) H CTSrtfvan tl 0. ROuneoody 

— JUeca 


1.00 


LARAS NASHWAN (F238) 0*sR ASrrth) RdTlfeTt 0 JLeecfr 

NORDIC CREST <F135)(Tha aw Cod Ftortno5*fa|PRYI«te it 0 A Thorton 

RHI GUARD (F138) (LA Hooper) JGBfexdn a PHda 


2 
a 

4 

s 
6 

7 

8 
9 
V 
It 

BETTWG: 184 C8y HaB, 9-2 Has Onto, 5-1 Sharp Trwipw. IM Rad Quart, 1Q-1 Gtozbore* 
Weatam CtteL 18-1 ZMnB, 20-1 Uhab Naatiwm, NonfcCraat, 33-1 otfaara 


4 SHARP TEMPBI (38) (M Archer 8 Msa J EtaactmQ N lMsanDow n a _C Ltoweflyn 

4 WESTERN CtV& |S) (Msa B W Ptrira) D WBamt it 0 IfrSDureekffi) 

4033 ZAfARELU (21) (R M ESa] J Janfdns fl CL 
22 USS ONUS (ffi) (30) ( _ 

U WONTCOSXALOTh/T (21) (WartcostdotFtartwaftbi I 


1 201 BRACEY RUN £3) (D) (Datiqxn) J Gti 8 fl 7 

iijtt Mk i&t Me and wfiUuB chec* stews 

2 CHABROUCAJj) (50) (TheQabd Partner^ JortiBery bn 7 . . 

R8d,fiAH/tajM3stmee, rodesp, ynScwsar 

3 90-21 COUNTRY BEAU (36) (CO) (Ms J J PeppBa) J Khg 007 

Ugtt text. hMb s&fi» andantes 

4 (63-0 FRENCH HOLLT (USA) (28)(D)(KRD0d)FMfTfy7n 7 . ... 

CMMa maroon annas 

5 1 GREYSHOT(30)(D)(JCSi™h)l&*fag6fl7 . 

Pwte fat* chevron, fart hire cap 

6 1 POUffl PROSPECT (21) (D)(M& Ms Don LastftB Yates) P totals 511 7 

fad and anted gw dtamonds 

7 HI BUDDYIIARVH.(28) (D) (ItabertOgdai) 09w*cod4»)9 — - . . 

. Mama and prtcheAwte xto a ve s 

8 Pi UPGRAD£(T4)(D)(MAnterSlfcsJte»dust]NT«snfvDsms4l)9 

Lgfir Okie, manor damn, hated stones; ig« bhe anttmamon quarwadcap 
—8 dadUrad — 

BETTWG: 8-4 May Shot 3-1 French Holy, 9-2 Baddy Hanrel 81 Couitfry Bear. 81 Upgrade. 181 
Pate Prospect 20-1 Bracay An 33-1 Oabrot 

FORM GUIDE 

FRENCH HOLLY has won st Ayr and H a ydock with the mrimum ol fuss and the tact 
that it looto as if he wfl be even better over further shmM stand him n good stead r 
the c on dticre over ths stiff courea Country Beau confirmed the ptortBng of fns New- 
bury run by dotting uptown Skycab and Bracsy Run (who came from rrtes back) here 
lest month. Useful Flat stayer Grey Shot galloped wi»e>queni waver VAage Kng into 
the grand at Taunton He cotAd be anything. Irish fenport Buddy Marvel is now un- 
beaten m three at tempta Bang only tow. he and Upg r aded, a most auiluiailuve wwer 
at Kemptoa gel plenty of weight from thee elders. Selection: FRENCH HOLLY 

ANTHONY M1LDMAY/PETER CAZALET M&SORIAL 
HANDICAP CHASE (CLASS B) £30,000 added 
3m Sf 110yds Penalty V&Iue £19,877 


FORM GUIDE 

The eight above HIM OF PRAISE v the tandicap lace a stiff test. What beats ton Of 
Prase is the wvmer because ne stays artreme d b t an ces . he has twee seen off the big 
fences at Haydock and s improving wrth every race. Testing ar te fac t tomSSm 
sat turn and hes ndden by Jnmy McCarthy, who was aboard on the first two wns of 
ihe season pnor to the latest wm with Pater Ntvbtl The first Haydock win was after a dog- 
fight wrth Dom Samoural. the second in more dear-cut fashion from Full 01 Orta, both 
cwrg gained n very tearing grand Dam Samara! has f^ven the farm a mighty boost 
mtn a Chepstow win soon after and a highly craftablB second to Earth SunmC In Ihe 
Welsh Nsfcnai Tony McCoy ndss hm for the first tme sn» the Newton Abbot ihi an 
hs reappearance, but his subsequent abBty tether demonstrates whrt a decant sort is 
Him Of Praise, who car now renew rrvaky with Martai Ppai charge on fib better terms. 
Ri Of Oats looka too slow to win a race of this nature and ton Of who beat Mm 
far lengths at Haydock. stolid do so 9jan on 5fc worse terms, ftchsd ttereoody K 
sweet on the chances at thing the race or Hermes Hand, a past wimor ol the Hose 
& Hand Cup at Stratford. The gekSng took on One Man three outngs ago and the fifth 
to Time For A Rm at Laopan^uwn^ CTnstmas mee&ng goes same nay to vincicating 
Dunwoody s confidence What A Hand trvssed the Welsh National only becatse his Amer- 
ican owner coUdnt make the trip n Chepstow Pad Nchofc has decided to put the bSnk- 
ers on him after the seccnd to Samfee hare, though the fembook says What A Hand 
laces a stiff task with Santee finishing ton lengths behnd Dam Samourai in the Welsh 
National Jeff King sepem a great run from A N C Express, who appeals as m eadv 
way punt getttfa ®b from Hm Of Prase. Ths «pey wtvteg stayer was kghtiy-raced last 
season and reappeared with a dacent ttvrd to Canted Cnsador a Ibwcestar whan hump- 
ng a much bgger wwgfu The Ukes of YbrtaMre Gale, Rarwafl Lad and Ce> It A Day 
haw a W on tneJr plate with ther big woghL and the testing poutd may not be ideel tar 
Celtic Abbey, another with a sizeable weight to defy. Sister Stephana Is becomrg a 
rtqhi madam and she can only be noranated a bve outsider with the ftttkig at the fast- 
tome blnkerq. Selection: HM OF PRAISE 


3.40 


HARRIER NOVICE HANDICAP HURDLE (CLASS D) 
£4,000 added 2m 6f Penalty Vdlue £3,095 


C4 


3.10 


C4 


■raonrauBju™#™ 11 u wstuurecKtPj 

3h) J Jenkins h 0 JflKavmsh 

)(D)tCM.B JSRFBMtehan^MRpeVG A P McCoy B 

(21)(Wbrtxrtrtittor»isrt^MwairamDB W Union 

-Itdictesd- 


1 ml JIM FISHER MEMORIAL HANDICAP CHASE (CLASS B) 
I,JU 1 £10,500 added 2m Penalty Value £7,061 

■anti XADASTROF (FRJ (15) (D) (A P tofai) R Odth B Tf O A Thornton 

Gt84 WEE revet PS)(D) (Sean GatanOGM Moore 9 n B — JCMMghwi 

■04005 GRS«ACK(BB)S1)(CqUackJosepi)PHitbe7117 CU " 

44321- NAIV8Are<3B2)aO(PUHch)PnchDt}4. 


LAapeip) a 
. MrRNuSMI 9 

■ fl Jofstson t 

. . R Thornton tl 

. T J Murphy B t 

.APMcCoyB q 
B u 


ItP-C MOIWME FORTE (29) (0) (Bq (Janes RAdamlJ Aten 8 03 — . 


.ROmreody 

..BPOMrt 


2 UPJPP mJMMRH BAY (14) (D| (teres Marten) OShwwood 9 1>2 J AtkCsrthy B 

— 8 teetered - 

BETTING: 7-4 KadsNref, 3-1 Haoate Forte, 4-1 Vtee rent 11-2 Greenback. 7-1 H d ys H , 16-1 
Faknouth Bay 

SUN PUNTERS CLUB NOVICE CHASE (CLASS D) [ YM 1 
£6^00 added 2m 4f 110yds Penalty VWue £4^486 1 w 1 


2.05 


2^-€1 ANGELCXS DOUBLE (14) (D) (J Hannood) R Budder O Tl 12 , 

ssBe&xt&aancap 
jPNdKte7li4. 


..BPowrt 


Dak bkm Bfayefaw iMmdl. terk bbe steewa. ytkmoap 
323PF MLLEANEY CARR (B) (Mss J Sflnpbl J GVkari 7 tl 4_ 


Emeretf Drewrandpopto tftns, nfrfe stems and cap 
ISSP2- MADISON COUNTY (31B) (B K ftpphtq PHoOtW 8 fl 4 

/ZD-53 7W LAND AGENT (14) (D 1 Bn) 

Browi «Ms ten tooqpsE 


TJ Murphy 
P) 


-RDumreodyV 
Jt Orest 


.conge cap 


1 30F-P1 YORKSWfffi GALE (23)(C) Ol Nayfar) J OHM C 120 

Bbck red cfiwiwi, hooped c^> 

2 171-82 HARWELL LAD (21) (CD) (H Vltefctead) R Aher P CO 

tool wtes stem red aars. «/» cap. red sor 

3 K543 CAlLITADKf Cn)<UsJaneLanel D tohdaonSh n 

flo)ef Aba. red charan^wfte teem, hte cap red taqps 

4 4UT1-4 CELTIC ABBEY pBfQJPowl) Mss VWterretJli 9 

Amber fiLe hoop and cote; (tea arfwwe hooped ceo 

3 3F1-22 WHAT A HAND (3S) (BF) (FABnal) PNChobD h 7 

□ark ffoen. afte sle&es, dark green hxpe 
8 5-122 DQU SAMOURAI (Fit) (14) © A KJpani) U Py» 7 h 2 - ■■ 

Ermrrtf gnsaa seater hooped tfseies andesp 

7 23RLT6 SISIHt STHWNC (28) [The Artwc* Partnershpj GMcCoat9h 1 

Dak BBort red epoJets. hooped sfceves and cap 

8 4/t30S tetMES HARVEST (1^ (Mss BWPsknwJDWtomsClitt ... 

UgtaUuB. derit due sasti end cap 

8 31-m HBI OF PRAISE (21) (Q IM GSiOuHon) 0 Shenvood 8 0 0 - 
fW and yttew (famarws, yefiav sfeeies ate cap 
D 40D8F DAXVNS BOY (4S) (Ate torker) N TtHStOVOwws 0 09 

Tesow cpteets, yeflow stews. Heck amw&. cap 

ft 33F-F2 HJU OF OATS (21) (D) (Msrtn I4s3 H Kn^it C TB. 

UqH {tea and msroon cfemcrxts. maroon sfcovw. and ctamond an cap 

t? D2M A N C DCPRESS (3S) (H K ftrSrl J Kng C X3 4 

Ow* bkjeandveScw anpen. yeflew 'Jews, qiwsred cap 
G 1P4>M EQUnr PlAYffl P2) (C) (D) (The tes S Psrtnarshpl fl OrtsGDi . Mr S Duns* (5) 
Ropd Pke. ante ana cap 

W 1PP02 GB4ERALPONGO(21)(M i S JKPowdQTGeageSDQ Mr 0 McPhal (7) 

Hovel blue, u/te «w*n. <wsf tire tesres. sees, rote tee can »»W sw 

-t4deoteed- 

Jtetewn ae«nc Mrt 7ru» tevteap General Pongo Sat 1 06. 

BETTING; 11-4 ton Of Praise. 11-2 Hermes tonrest, 8-1 Dora Samourai. 9-1 What A Hand. IM 
AfTC Express. Fuff Of Oats. 12-1 Hwwel Lad, 14-1 Call R A Day. CNtlc Abbey; 16-1 tekahlre Gale, 
28-1 Eqolty Player, 28-1 Dakyna Boy, 33-1 General Pongo. Statar Stephanie 


RDunwoody V 
.J A McCarthy 
C UcMflyn 
- RGanffly 
. J Cufloiy 


P-Fm TORCH VBTTpo)(PaJ Green) M Pipe 6 r ft. — A P McCoy V 

Itex tee dsdi bbe dtemt and damend an cep 

322-22 IVORY COASTER (NZ) (28) (Dens AndrevteBDetoan 7 to 7 Clterellya 

Whte, orange sash amte and tap 

5023-1 BOU) CLASSIC (44) (James R Adam) JAdan 5 113 -BPowrt 

tod. ttowi sten red amtea. rtae op 

352-1 MASTER PILGRM (21) (J M Kmar) G Baftfag 6 it i . . . Rftnreedy 

Oranw. bbek *a*c. bbckandcrenpetoakedsfeew*. blackcap 

1,532- BARBARYhALCON (322) [P JcneSl P Jones 8 n 1 Glfptel 

BnMn. Sore tee sieareo. Hash cre> 

583 FATHER HENRY (45) |Queen QzaOah) N Henderson 7 tl t JRKavenatfr 

l^r» tee 6uSssx*s.i**vtee Heeves, tec* cep; gold sate 

55-14 RJJTTER8UD (45) IB Edfey) S Ertfcy 6 O Q IWSDaaekffl 

Sack. nHm iSamand. mM and star on cap 

50Fii JET RLES (35) pet StSrcrwy Co Ud) Mrs J Pfcnar 7BC RRerart 

Gold, black hoop, rapped cap 

9 45-P2T BE MY MOT £5) (D) (R wfadresra 6 Sanj DGrsselS 09 R Johnson 

08 rt tee wxt ore^ stees. dark bte stews; toaped cap 

C CWKC KH4TFORD TINA (15) (D I Bare) J KUns 7 06 AB*8B(3) 

dourv <Mb teop; hooped steves. ompe cap 

it 130232 TEACH T>* CLOUDS (12) (Mdtteam Rark Rscng DQ J Upsm 6 02 — -R Supple 

Ugfs tee. ore^e rtte 

t 053-12 H MARBLE (87)(BF)(TUcUm)MreM Jones 7 «0 HOmaffl 

VWow, redstart redcap 

n E344 WTOT>«WEB(BB)fFJSaretwy)l*sMJones7DO DBrtJgrete 

IWUw. ene/3/d peer ctamand ernente green ofamands on yeflow Steves and Op 

» -45£22 TELLAPOflKY (12) (R Simpson) R Sroson 9 fa 0 JCAizpuru(5) 

tBfcw. nyar tee Cross o/Lorate red stews, redesp; yefcwdfefTxwM 

e 50-036 CMN2ANTE (10) (Drend Hrtms) R Stonge 6 fl 0 _.R Thornton 

MM.tttcttemttt&e&Ye^sm^y&wup,Vacltsbr 

-15dedered- 

Afteiuir 10sl rww«te;reMartteteltb.MoTheWBbftaTQIi.trtapa'Wte2b,aanzEBtK88(7b 
BETTMGi 9-2 Je» Fite, t f-2 Tbrcto Vert, 6-1 Master PNgrbn. IM tother Henry. 8-1 Be IN MoL 
Bold CMasIc. 10-1 HI Matte. 12-1 Kmfoidltoa. Reach The Ckmds,1MAi8artiiid.lvafy Coate 
u. 2M Bartary Moan. bitoThe Web. 25-1 ttanzante, TMaporky 
FORM GUIDE 

ft^ only a maner o( ome betore Tbby Baking breaks a tortg-kssng run and MASTER PfL- 
GRIM rrvgFrt |ust do tt tor hen today. Richard Durrwoody takas a rare rde te the stable 
and Master Pil^m. a decant second to Strong Pakatte over 2m 3f at Taunton last sea- 
son. wted have totnd the tnp (2m) loo ahori on he reappearance at Ungtodd when a 
pleasing fourth to Royal Toast The big dangers have to be Jet Files, who rakehed the 
stamma test toregaki the advantage from In The Blood a Tbwceaiar (2m Sfl. and Fafher 
Henry, whose thrd to Lord Of The Rrver and Music Therapy a Windsor is decent form 
in Bght of Ihe subsequent wvu by that pair. Tbrch Vert has top weight after wmrxng three 
srttsh races snes he tipped up A Worcester The eventual winner there. Hi Marble, was 
dosing at the bme and this soft-grourd mare has a cHance off tost mee ting To rch tert 
on Tito better terms. Selection: MAsicm PLGRM 


LEOPARDSTOWN 


HYPERION 

12j 45 Rnnegan’s Hollow 3.00 Don’t Waste It 
1.15 Private Peace 3.30 Baflineva 

1J50 Lord Singapore 4.00 Spokesman 

2.25 Metastasio 


GOING: Heavy. 

• LEADMG TRAINERS: A P Oarkm 3G2S3 (M2«X A L Moore 24-146 [I64%X P MuUblS 
17-84 PQ2%). N MMde 15-1» (132KI W P MuDIne 11-100 (11%). E O^redy 066 (17SV 

• LEADING JOCKEYS; CFSw» 33-171 fB3%), C ODwysr «-l30 ft4B^J. F Woods 
17-108 fWk,). T P Iteocy 12-68 (136%). P Carbenry »61 (03%\ K F O'Brien EWl fn *). 

• FAVOURITES: 127-364 (340K). 

BUNKERED 1ST TU8E: Strexpicrt (22S). AB Tlw Vowels P25L 


FORM GUIDE 

The key to the should be the Paddy Power Handcap Chase over course and (fetance 
atortnlght aga when LORD SINGAPORE stayed an bravely to run Time For A Run to a 
heed. John Joe^ VteUfrfc ttm-year-etd carries toe same list 8b tauten she tSdihm day. 
but he has u give an aura 2Z> to Shratagarry. who was two lengths and a neck farther 
back after mekng a mstate at the third last That was a significant step up on recent 
farm by the nxie^warolSL but he has shown some smart form In the past and the weight 
advantage suggests it Is going © be dose New Co fared best of those that finished be- 
laid m the Paddy Power, but he was 19 lengths axtoift of my eetectian and Is 2b worse 
He also had quite a hard race when second to Manhattan Castle at Naas last week. Bob- 
byjo was a head belted New Co and renews rivalry on the same terms but there Is no 
reason why he should do much better. Ultra Flutter Corket and Whale 01 A Knight 
were wefl beaten when they were pUJed up, whie Una's Choice topped right out be- 
fore the second last. Selection: LORD SINGAPORE 


3.00 


2.25 


THE 12TH LADBROKE HANDICAP 
HURDLE £75,000 added 2m £48,975 


BBC1/C4 


12.45 


FITZPATRICK CASTLE HURDLE £8,000 added 2m 
Penalty Value £5,480 

R5-F33 HNNEGANS HOLLOW (42) (C)(D) (loin PUcMma) A P OWenS It 11 .CFSwsn 

■02301 BBW000SltfffWSEts1i)(D) [M JBdgei) PMar*i7« 7 .TMstop) 

DO DAVBiPOffT BANQUET (34) (D) (N OCteptan) A L Moot 7 Tl 7 CffDeysr 

DO DAWS DREAM (15) (Jtfm P McMjuzs) F Bwry 6 71 7 F M Berry (7) 

35-22 DUDLEY DO RIGHT (19 (B^ (Rank MM) TTaNfo Bit 7 GT " 

SOD 0NTHH50*. (IB) (P A Byrnes) F Barry 7 11 7 

21 SAWAO (9) (Q (Hon Sarah Lawaon) M J OBrion S 11 7 

■2340 CAflJN SUPRS1E (tn (D) (E Uomssay) P MBrs 7 n fl 

00830 WOODBBESANDROteS (tones tohos)JJOConnt> 8112 . 


.HPHogsip) 

TPFfadd 

— .TPIktaey 
-DHGCornor 


BETTING: 46 FtomegarfsHcffiM; 3-1 Saws-kt, 7-2 Dutflay Do Rlgltt, 6-1 DavanportBregusLCsfln 
Sqtrwne, 16-1 (Stmts 


1.15 


FITZPATRICK HOTEL GROUP NOVICE CHASE 
£1 0,000 added 2m Sf Penalty Value £8,850 


BBC1 


1 -3STE BAYARD JET (3^pF){EKavena(MEBolgv 6 PH. 


Aiph and oonge Mud. Aamms reversed striped cap 
F-iST PRIVATE PEACE (41) (Us A MfWy) A P OSrisn 8 TIM. 


.CFSwwt 


Dsrtf pMi sitftf.y t fi xin fc u iflHff p i i s i fl4tiiie^rer 

3 0345F1 GamEMOSSY(ig)pispteadGoUtorxlcte}JJOComor0n7 DH O'Connor 

Rspta. yjAwefevan pupre cqp ysi»r dhmoneft 

4 6F321 GLSE IAD (7) (T B Conrey] U J OBiBn 6 tl 7 ... — -TP Rudd 

bi & rawf bte srtMdcao 

-J FTMey 


Beck, vm chevron 6 swum emsrttfgeoi * rajef tee rtfeetf cap 
5 1-360 5reGAUSi(l4)(GarafllCrta^en| NKeadeGII 2. 


HM» ml Dm coewore MkArnm. Uackuam. Ufa* cap. nhtednncn* 
-Sdscfaid- 

BETTING: 44 Private Panes, 5-1 Qeba Lad, 6-1 Bevird JsL GenUs Mosey 16-1 Stegrtsr 
FORM GUIDE 

PRIVATE PEACE was below per whan running out a lucky tester of a vabable race over 
a furlong less at Fotyhouse at the end of Nmembet; but looks a cut above this oppoei- 
tioa Bavanf Jeft Did fa make It three xi a row came to nathfag when he was stemmed 
20 teigths at Clonmel Iasi month, but he Is a usnfii rxwk» D e f e ct io n: PRWffE PEACE 


1 StS THEATREWORLD (2T) (CD) (Ws APCTBnen 6 120 QBwSsy 

2 -«533 LADY DAISY p2) (D)^^ FKe h^A ...J FTMey 

3 36X8 MOOBBHm(D)(ARtxprtlduN1MMonDtetei|OD)8T4 ..Tjanio 

too end psy dbbofa radstewc. go/ wmfets. red cap 

4 04-130 TQASTItESPHEECE (13)(CO) {Goten SspSyndcte) APOBran6 11 4 „CFS«si 

Orange rqaf tee tote stevevnngscpatsjdw an orange sar 

5 0664-3 N0TC0MPLA1MNGBUT (21) (CO) (\bs C A Ntaoref PMJrs7 C t3 TPTreacy 

Btek and rad soyas. nfdB ere 

6 OPT® TBETAN (15) (D)(BF) (WsWaroerg Lady Harries (G8) fit) 12 PWren 

tojef tote; orenge eftswon. txoan 6 orange chsvrare on sterea, orangs t total tee grewed ere 

7 12F22 SKAnRCAL{21)(m(T7u1oerbeds)NHenderstxi(GB)6»e . ..MARzgsnUB 

finerartf green r&ow&lpe. yafcwcap 

8 13404 GAZALANI (12) (D) (Mss Uta 9uh) P Etady 6 05 _ .LPCusack 

Stack, rad spots, tec* cap- "Ara specs 

9 01-95 DeSSIT MOUNTAIN (32) (I “ 

Oarit tea end orange hehed, conge i 

« -05451 MAJOR JAME (35) (DHCNttan) A L Moore 7 01 ... . PGHowfgan 

Li&bkje. yet* hoop, hooped cap 

II 051AX) ADVDCAT (GBD (13) (CD) (Hrjh Sfteel faeng Svnd) N Meeds 8 t) 0 _ KGaute 
finwafcf grasnsndyBtor fquafergd). emeaU preen reeves, yefcw armta. anped cap 

C 2SJ-14 ALL THE VOWELS (13) (D) (J I*/>tti) J lAbem 700 G Cottar B 

tod shfa cuesten nmk bac* i *ot red t wtm tjiarterad cap 

O 236-11 ARCTIC WEATHER (D) (Schartl Borrca) M J O&wi 9 100 — — TP Rudd 

Lgtebte; hwi sat far* tee ere hnm rer 

W 21434 CURA'S PRINCE <B){0}(^fmcndMECDnn)FRood 7 80- FJ Hood B 

to)rtfu afajrafcw obfrob, jefaw ere- >u)al bfas ster 

S 0«a DUNRM1Y FORT B8)(Q(Rondd Syndesis) TOMn 5 100 WTSfteteryJun 

WdB. tags red rex- <m Otee Steves. «hte 6 atari; Ote tefasd cap 
S 1®4 GRAPMC EQUALBBI (42) (D) (B R A 3 Syntotej A L Moore 6 1) 0 COThvysr 


S M MORRIS HANDICAP HURDLE £T2JK)0 added 3m 
Penalty Value £8£20 

1 F2&23 ANT»POURA(13lVWviWaer*lAPOWen612Q. _.CFto« 

2 -61002 GO NOW (14) (D) (B CotoelLsvarack) T rdey B tl 9 . T Piracy 

3 008F0 JOOESI (Ifl (Q {D){P J Dcre) W P IA*is 8 P 6 MPUaddsnfT) 

4 TJ3-00 LIKE A UON (14) Ote Frucane) D Swan 7 OC DMDomeByP) 

5 56l£1 QLM CASTLE (1^ (Ms G A Heines) A Mtf&nara 6 0S „.KPQatee 

0 50F-00 GARABAGH{l4)(RabenSndsr1JScan9D6 . - — JFTHsy 

7 3F401 MADF0R[MNCBfG(15)(D)(l*sBJFawlerlJFo«kr9‘O6 ... Jlr R H Raster (7) 

B -03504 ffiCITONSEVBJ fid) (Jtei P IfcAterus) FBwryB 03 /M Barry (7) 

9 053022 THE QUADS (36) (C) (D) (BF) [1 fad Ttxi So ^yrxJcall A L Mots 6 1) 3 . . CCTDwysr 
O WJ35 LADY EUSE (21) (D) (Mra Mary De«su» R OConrxx 7 TOO . . . AffShea(5) 

11 21-50 TREANAHEE (14) (D) (Sean Griffin) E Giftn 9 0 0 .GOofti r 

12 -P32T1 DONT WA8TE fT(9) (D) (T AOTWwiylM Hougan B9 0 PGHowiganmB 

O 0005 COUNTRY CLOTHES (12) (G M Nadan) E OGrady 397 Rffa^iss 

-13 declared - 

BETTING: 3-1 Go Now. VI Dom Waste ft. 5-1 Antapoura. 6-1 The Quads. Cotsitry Orthos, 8-1 
OnCatXte. 10-1 Lika A Uon. Maid For Dancing. Section Seven, Lady EOse, 16-1 Others 


3.30 


DESERT MOUNTAIN (32) (D) (BF) (Easy Morfa N Cataghsi (G8) 5 01 DGatogher 

a red orange ftalwt orange skews; ete* tee wnasts. dark bte and conge sfrjsed cap 


I (42) (D) © H A S Svmfcata) A L Moore 6 « 0 . 
tod emoted green dtenond. shte ere. rad dsrvnft 


HARD NEWS (USA) (13) QJ) (D S OHW D Ktiy 5 
Pupie. conge panel, oonge cap., 


OO. 


-.Rffaghes 
M Dufiy 


1.50 


PIERSE LEOPARDSTOWN HANDICAP CHASE iDDpi 
£35,000 added 3m Penalty Value £22,750 IDO'-* 


FQ0O2 NEW CO m (CD9 (Eaora of the ktt Mrs LCRnm)M Monte 9119— JUMaairep) 
Pm bixi dent iquaiimd), dent abevK. hooped cap 

> "" ^ pftj E Fanrty) J WMsh 9 Tl 9 DJ" 

atox; n^of teeteew. wMB cqp 


2 432TB LORD SINGAPOff^^CT^aE' 

EFFP CORKET (1 4) 

tod ntoastah. tedr ateraat wrta amtetfitek ere /Bdapob 


_CF! 


4 1-OOCP UUHfl RUTTER (1<)(q (D) (P onte M Hnifyn fi n 5— JIARhgerald 

KhlB red errerao grasn dtonora. Mpod stearaA ere 

6 5240 BOBBYJO (14) (Rsben Butte) T Cmberry 6 9 13 

Red. leBwGcre of Lonahs 6 stevre amaratfaraen 6 jefijwrt£sdcre 
6 -30344 SHANAQARRY (14) (D) (P Haftemart P Hefleman 9 99 


..G Cotter 


Brnnandmiquanncl . , . . 

002-OP WHALE OF A IQflGHT (14) g)^(3 Sakn) A L ffecre 999 


Om^bb&ssipeilataBuea, Mack cap 

B 83224 (WTHBWADAGAHf19mn'BConmy)MJOaten992 

Stack, te cfnron 6 demos, erearangesn 8 royaffite Griped cep 


9 -0549 IPWS CHOICE^ (5^ (Ffch 6 Potto} ftxtETO Lid) F Rood OOP 

ireoretertatofaiedtearaaradcre "Waxter 


Radi 


KFORrisn 

-CCDayer 

.TP Rudd 

— F JHoOd 


-9 dac f a i ed - 

BETTING: 54 Lord Slngapae, 3-1 Stemgsrry 5-1 New Co, 6-1 Uftra Ftattei; Whato Of A KrtlgM. 
8-1 Corkat, Ontharoadagaln. Unata ChoteaTl^l BoBbyto 


17 00342 

. i oraigepBnel orange ere ixreto! 

9 3540-F L£BGAGHLADY(»(C9«sPRy)i4PHym79a-.. 

ftoja# bk*. black end emerald prangiratBrad cap 

9 W831 METASTA90 (14) (C) (D) (F lifalcril D LfcAnfc 6 tl 0 HRognB 

tee and hMb quartered smpBd stevas; check ere 
2D 2906 TDPCaS(2ffl(m(ChaiflDnBkntelockUd)kfesJRamsdan(GB)8 9 0 -- B Fenton 
Stax and red damoni* wHadeam redarmte 
-20dMtersd- 

Afitemm nra^CSs 126. Tmetanrfcap wagAtrAtecaf asriOb AB The Vtewte9» tfa Crta's Pnnce 
M Ob. Dunuty tod 8sr f Ob. tord Nam M 6b. Leggaft Lay 9sf Sb 
BETTING: M GrreMc Equrtsar, 8-1 Top Caa*, 9-1 Arctic Waathac; 10-1 Major Jamte. Tlbatan, 
11-1 Hart Nows, Metectesdo, Sharpfcte, 14-1 Moorish. 161 Toast Tto Spreeca, 20-1 Nrtcom- 
plaMngbat. 25-1 AB The Voseia. Clara's Prince, Gazahirt, Detail Mountain. Thaatreworid. 33-1 
Advocrt. Lady Daisy 50-1 Laggsti Boy. 100-1 D«naBy Fort 
1997: tester Me 7 9 4 N Vfl teuu o n 9-> (Mrs J Penan GS) 23 ran 
FORM GUIDE 

GRAPHIC EQUALISER stands out He showed his ability to cope with testing ground 
kt a bunper at Punchestown and fas fifth to Shadow Leader in last season's Supreme 
Novices mates han took attractively handcapped. He has smee |oined Artlxr Moore, who 
has an unparaBefed record m this race: He made a highly premsaig return at Fairyhouse 
at the end of November and. although easy m the market, he led approaches the sec- 
ond last only to sip on iarafng. Moore also runs Mafor Jamie, who came good n the 
W*am km Ha nd cap Hurde at Sandowa The form has worked out wet and th® one also 
has a major chanca but there are doubts about his abiry to hande the ground. Arctic 
Weather, second four years aga Is In tremendous form, goes off a handy mark and win 
relsh the gound. He seems aura to go dose Hard News ran wei io take second to Com- 
manche Court to the RTE Handcap Hude over course and dstance 13 days aga He 
wfl act to the ground and should c onfirm placlngs with AH The Vowels, nine and a half 
lengths back fourth. Selection: GfiAPHC BOUAUSER 


N CONLAN & SONS HANDICAP HURDLE £15.000 added 
2m Penalty Value £9,675 

1 -00230 T1DJAM (20) (D) Udn P MAfarus) F Berry 6 90 GBradey 

2 0121 PENNY NATIVE (13) (CD) (Frare Conran A LLXxxe 5 n 13 . J) W OSuBvan (7) 

3 51-201 BAHAO (7) (D) (Mcfrad JoWtotI G Start 7 TT tl „ DJCasey 

4 1333? MAGKAL WAY (£) (D) (Ms Jcsecnne Camody) J Brass! 6 h E M D Murphy (5) B 

5 OQOTJ WALUf WALLB1SKV (7) (D) IDonaf Ktostel D Kinsda 0 h 6 -TPftaB 

5 Fa>06 BRANDANTE(14)(D)|UDteGfahl JFt*vter8h5 RBiaksp) 

7 W0632 LEWISHAM (15) (D) IJitonP kWtovs) *F0Erien6 n 5- — — - .. -CFS«n 

5 CLADV BOV (9)(D) (K J Mvtn) S Krk 7 ft 4 RGara^ty(3) 

9 0403 GL90HJLL9J ROSE (12) (J Comerkvd) W F MAns 6 TT 4 M P Madden (7) 

9 JOMfi MEAMXSPLAY (48) (D) 8*5 Mauwn hurwani K Kmas 0 H 4 ^.JtFOWen 

n 233221 TOTAL SUCCESS (9) (D) (Seams Ross) T VMsh 6 o 4 FMB«iy(7) 

12 21Q21 9GMA COMMS (12) (CD) IJ A Boy*) N Meade 5 11 2 J FTMey B 

13 4-3220 SORRY ABOUT THAT (27) (D) (D Mivtol) T Cartorry e II 1 ... GCrtter 

14 44524 TENDER STTUAT10N (12) |T Ry*i) A L Itoore 7 fl 0 — BMCash 

E OOtWe CHATEAUMARTW(15)lAJ0RB*y)ALMoons6nn CODwfW 

« C5U-26 MONTANA KING (12) (Bafyfanes Racng CLb) A J Marin 7 9 0.. ilr R P UcNafly (7) 

T7 6P-50 FALCONS FWE tf4) (Arthr MokV) J Gomen 5 9 0. J Short 

« FOODS OTTS1 TRACK LADY (15) (Bad. & ureen Symfca® T Carbary 5 9 C.. .-PIMMons 

8 3F/40 RUPESTRMN (55) (Ms Mare Ametta Mdiamae) S Cra 7 9 it . LPCusack 

20 OOFDP- GREYHORSON Q82) (Lad Jamas BeredcrtlJBereskxd 7 99. — .MDuffy 

21 066 CLBiaiTE(fS)(FAMtfUtytECn3rady5 97..„ -.MARtegarte 

22 C-035 DANMtALiA (42) (Sredy Skand SyndcaiB) E Detany 6 9 7 H Rogers B 

23 -P0003 C0TTAGEL0f5J(21)(JJ9raughnessr)P^yrr6 95 -JRBiny 

2* MDP2 WOODBf DANC£(9)gP0tolieny)FBeny5 94 . RPHogan(5) 

25 5044 CHANOBLE (70) (I^ltts Dartre teUahay N Cassdy 6 92 -T Martin (5) 

30 -0688* LETTIR LAD (38) (M F <3nffr) A McNamara 6 X) 0 _ . .. — KPGaufe 

77 0«3i ROSE OF STRADBALUf (13) (Jdn Kennedy) RDanchoe 7 90 D MeCJMgh (3) 

2B 00400 BALLMEVA (166) (D) (Ms tergoet McMmis) JCrorwd99 ft ... ACTShM (3) 

29 OMOO FAFY COURT (30) (MdBd Hougahl M Hore^n 6 9 11 PGHourigsnffl 

30 00000 WMARK(f5)(ReymondMcCten|fFkxxl697 LJHeratog(5) 

-Mdsefared- 

BETT1NG: 5-1 Tbtaf Success, 61 Lawtefoni, Sigma Comme. 7-1 Bahao. Oemantu, Rose Of Sfratf- 
belty, 8-1 %nder Sttuatton, Chateau Martin. Wooden Dance. 10-1 Cledy Boy GtereoiOen Rose, 
Lettk Led. 12-1 ChanoMs. 16-1 rtheia 


4.00 


TANEY INH FLAT RACE £6,000 added 2m Penalty 
Value £4,110 

1 AMUANATl (Mrs Qare Barry) F Bary 4 tl 7 Ur D P Uegrter (7) 

2 ANMODHDMEACH (0 F Desmond) T lAteft * p 7 MrAJMertn 

3 HAZARFEN (RLuaJ) J Rode 4 11 7 - . ..Mr R P MdfeBy (7) 

4 MCKafNASMAGtC(firtwr9raehy)AP0BrWT4n7 Ite C A Mwpfty (7) 

5 BOYAL SIGNATURE fPTMdfcfxtaJP Osborne 4ti7 MrRJ Osborne (7) 

6 SPOKESMAN (Ms Thoesa McOoubrey] C Rocne 4 n 7 Mr G BW (5) 

7 SUPER^SSiEAtadForeD J&assi4 tl 7 . Mr 0 HaaaoK (7) 

B T1R0LAND tSearoa OTarel) A P OBran 4 n 7 MrB J Crentoy (7) 

9 ADRADEE (John Cody) E Sheehy 4 ft 2 . _MrTJDoyfe(7) 

0 CHAPARRAL LADY lOupara! Syndcaffil A P OBren 4 11 2 ite P G CofvMe (7) 

h GO FOR GROGAN UP Fogarty) Mbs A MdAton 4 h 2 Mr J P McMernara p) 

-11 dectarad- 

BETTBfG: 94 Spokeamaa 114 An Modi Direach, 7-2 McKennas Magic, 8-1 Tlrolend, 10-1 Am- 
manatl, Super Jess, Chaparral Lady 14-1 H sa rt en , Royal Slgnatm, 161 othera 


LINGFIELD (AW) 


HYPERION 

1Z55 AreJsh 1-25 Yet Again 2.00 Dande Times 
2^0 Joseph’s Wbie 34» Muja’s Magic (nb) 3J5 
Signed And Sealed * 

GOMG: Standard. STALLS: 71 - outside: rest - todde. 

DRAW ADVANTAGE: Low best over Sf S flt 

• Equtradc aurtace; tatt-hand, sharp unchiitag course. 

• Couse is S£ of town on aa32a Lingfiefd atattei tes couee. 
ADMISSION: £10. CAR PARK: CWl £3; rnmrt > Vii tree. 

• LEADING TRAINERS: G L Moore Tt-540 (137%), M Jofmaton 

»271 (BEto). RHemon 4309 (t37V RO’SriBv»352BO 025*1 

• LEADING JOCKEYS: A Ctarh 61-506 (CJ161 S Stoidsra 5fr5S 
(IQB^L S Whitw orth 40-299 (134%), D Bfgge 32-373 (B6%L 

• RAVOURTTES: 659-2005 (33S%L 

BUNKERS) FIRST TIME: Desert War (1260. Jester Mfairta 
tasg; An Our a — In ge pofr Snsiggleria Port (vteoied) fL~W) 


OSOOf HBASIQOLFaFfiSCp^TJfteugoiSBSUtecIWi Moody (1)5 

RUSSIAN fWER(B1)JBn(fawe95 JOutonlO 

0 &AMWTILE LAD (9) B Patog 695 TSfMtel 

08044- ARB5H(22)JRktoHeyss5B0 0Biggs9 

DESBTT WAR (J48B) R hgam 7 9 0 A McCarthy (7) 4 B 

0-0 JESTER MMUTE(9)B toons 490 Martn Dnyer 3 B 

46000- CABCHARGE GLORY (184) T Ctamant* 09 ,JGrtrtwI{7)2 
030- OCTWTY (192) S Vrt*S 4 B 9 N0ay7 


2.00 


604- RASPBBWY SAUCE (39] CCyzer 480 TWBreaS 

•Mdednd- 

BETITNB:74 Rnpberry Sauce, 3-1 DMntey.7-2Arthh,7-1Sendv«e Led. 
NM Kevsr Golf CMsilc, 20-1 often 

ARMAGH HANDICAP (CLASS E) £3,750 
added 1m 4f 


1.25 


ANTRIM LIMITED STAKES (CLASS F) 
£3,000 added 3YO 5f 

1 54IW DANDETBHE5(7)Khay811 . .. . JHartnDnyer3V 

2 5*0- ORANGE BUSH (33) PHastem 8 h. LChamock2 

3 00236- SUPER GEH. p2) (D) C Dwyer 8 h R Fkench (3) 1 V 

4 3385-3 CHKAPBWrpittsLSuteSe..- SWMworti5V 

5 55540- LITTLE RZZ (43) BMoshan SB __ MTefabutt4 

-5 declared - 

SETTING: 74 Dande Ttass, 3-1 CNkapenny 7-2 Super Geft IM LBtte 
Rxz, 13-2 Orange Buell 

DOWN CLAIMING STAKES (CLASS E) 


3.05 


2.30 


£3,750 added 1m 2f 


[12 5«l TYRONE MAIDEN STAKES (CLASS D) 
| i £. 00 1 £5,000 added 1m 5» 


6 - GE)£RAL GLSSON (J130) R kigam 6 9 5 AMcGtone6 


34214- VR864AN(29)(CD)(BF) WJarvis49 9 PDobte(7)2 

30054 T84E CAN THL (9) J W Payne 4 9 0 JJereMcKrewnS 

S5G2 YET AGAW (9) (CD) (KT Gay KrtewBf 8 9 0 . R Ffrendi (3) 4 

9324- RB1AA8 (19) (C) MaaBSandea589 S Sender* 0 V 

00055- SHANGHAI LIL09) (Q M FstharaovGoday 68 7-FNcrtOfl7 

064®. PRKQE CLERMONT (19) (0) G Lews 4 63 TSfaterafi 

1M90- KARLEQUV4 WALK (19) (CO) ROSrtiran783. JQatanl 

-7dKtand- 

BETTING: 3-1 Yat AgeM, 7-2 Vkwnre, 4-1 fWnab, 11-2 Harfaqrtn M, 
13-2 Tfene Can TaO, Prtice De CfenaonL 1*-1 Shanghai LB 


1 2D000- ROYAL CARLTON (22) (C)GL Wore 69 7.. _MWtBlwi5 

2 591-3 JOSffHS WINE (8) (CO) (BF)J Wharton 99*. S Senders 4 B 

3 30061- CHAIRMANS CHOICE (43) (CO) A .tarre 691 WRyanl 

4 0504- BWAHT(29)fCD}DCcsgrwe6812 M»onw7 

5 SAH1WOOO (J10) JBndgarSBT JQrtrai2 

8 43921- WITHOUT FWBOS £2) J Hteh+feyes 4 6 7 . LChwnocfcS 
7 22050- BQLACSWNA (71) M FethersfavGodtey 4 7 9 — FNortai3 

-7 declared - 

BETTING: 64 Josastee Wine, 3-1 Chafanana Cholca. 6-1 Royal Carittn, 
8*1 Beflagrana. 10-1 WfDnwt Friends, 12-1 ErrauL 33-1 Srertood 


LONDONDERRY HANDICAP (CLASS F) 
£3,000 added 3YO fillies 7f 

1 339-2 MliJA'S MAGIC (9) (C) K hay 9 9 A McCarthy f7) 1 V 

2 044- SCOTLAND BAY (22) R Hamcn 91- DaneOTMI5 

3 005- HEVB1GOLF PFBNCESS (37) T J Naightan 8 9 . - ^ Clarii 8 

4 00008 DESBTT NATIVE (9) Ms LSttoa 80 SWhtbaortft2V 

5 54000- PnWP(3S)CC>«yB8*- _.RFtranch(87 

6 OCOM RWER FWJNTJEH (9) M USher 83 - _J Marshal 4 

7 OOCM ALLOURBLESSmGS(0)PHadam7'a .. .iChamo*3B 

-7dse tared- 

BETTTNG: *5 Mujete Magic, 4-1 Hewrgofl Prtncew, 8-1 Scotland Bay, 

10 - 1 Pinup, 16-1 Rhrer Frontier, Desert Native. 25-1 All Our Blessings 

\n oci FERMANAGH AMATEUR RIDERS HAND- 
l J * ao l ICAP (CLASS E) £3,750 added 2m 

1 22091 KING 0FSWWTA(JB4)0 Srtvnod 5117 JlrMAraiytegB 3 

2 3624- GUESTALiMNCE(nb(Ca)GLteorBB9fl_M«JMRasH2 

3 £0000 SMUGGLEHrSPOnrrUH)JBxjpB612_llrOB«gte(S)5V 

4 0020- SWH)ANDfflUS)pi)(C01CCyre488 -JteJCresitefBiB 

5 0009- LStCSU (ZZ) G Errgnt 9 93 MrS ftidfay(7)7 B 

6 MOW R0YALafiCUS(S(C)PHaB393 Mr»SBoatoy4 

7 GW- PROFESSION (22) GEnn^t 793 .... JftaM&lri^lt (7) 6 

-7dtcfared- 

BEimO: 11-8 Signed And Sated, M King Of Spate 4-1 GuM Afitence, 

11- 2 Royal Qrcus.20-1 Swugglert toH, 33-1 others 


WOLVERHAMPTON (AW) 

HYPERION 

7.00 Shadow Jury 7-30 DANCING RIO (nap) 8.00 
Hever Goff Ranger 8JW One Singer 9.00 State 
Approval 9J0 Random Kindness 


GOING: Standard 

STALLS: 7f- outafaK res - kcKfa. 

DRAW ADVANTAGE: Hgh from 6f to ftri 41 

• Ffaresand. left-hana oval cane. 

^ VWwrtHiRpton staSon fin 
EB (GAP mentas of Oarond 

Sfl WWCfrea Baaarant 22580 h d“* 1 3 Mrara and msoL 

# FAVOURITES: 388-164 (31S%L 

^SMaattsaa 

SLEDGE HANDICAP (CLASS E) £3^00 
added Sf 

1 «TO- RAMSEY HOPE (15) (CO) C Fairtuas 90 -LCtumock 11 V 

I ® LAHKJH (2) ICO) Mitete59d ,S Rtahtor (7)2 

3 3090- SWAN AT VYHALLEY (33) (D) R Fahay 6 9 4 _ J) YfiSon (5) 9 


i S ■«^ESJ E«a-WMOiapnaii393 .F Norton 1 

5 ««- KFlYSIALDAVEY(33}(D)5Bonrng49l _.C Taegoe (3) 4 B 
5 S HMXMf AmYCT(CD)D0w»nBna80JtCuarane12B 
I ggT FH>a>B LEp)DHfcfnb357„_Cm9yiiBakB0]8 
B 30084- FEATHBBTONEUNE(2B)(PD)lfc5LSttar88 

_ Ml . Dbw McKsown 7 

® 5®®- gggWOHMijri (D) FjHaWwd48SR FtenchTOfi 

? "scorns 

« HUWJSB®amVEp)EArten47* JOAnlO 

B ODOM <ffle«LE0UAn0Np)(D)jaakfag579. N Cette 3 B 
-iSdedmd- 

y*^ > ?^ ? , ^? ^ ,i q , ^"atfg»eaa»BaMua7jafc/aaw 

&HQ£te?» 86. General fixator 7s $b 

BETTWG: 3-1 Won Bteqjjjye, 9-g Sradov Joy 5-T Raraegy Hope, 7-1 

fa£iE%M ^^tB.iK^o^spfiMEF 


ETTING: 10040 Siarwsy Lwty 4-1 Danctog Ho, 5-1 ThBcortJSbackkkig, 
1 1-2 Accystaa, 6-1 Estopped, 8-1 Man Lou, Sharp Mwitoy. 12-1 Always 
Rytog. 25-1 othera 

o nnl SLALOM MAIDEN STAKES (CLASS D) 
t r ,uu ! £4,000 added 7f 


BETTUftt IM ImpubM Dedaion, 74 (toe Slngec 4-1 OK Baby 8 Amber 
Regent 12 RoyM Velvet 

LA LOUGE SELLING STAKES (CLASS G) 
£2,000 added 1m 4f 


9.00 


[7.30 


7.00 


DOWNHILL CLAIMING LIMITED STAKES 
(CLASS F) £3^00 added 3YO 1m If 79yds 

SOM DW*CSNGM0p)PHadaJiS5 P Goods 17)7 

OOM ACCYSIMi (5) (Bn P Haafan 6 R ICtorodtS 

D03D3 ESTOPPED (7) MQimfl ft AWWsiQ)l0 

000-1 SHARWAY LADY (5) 5 McMton S 5 L Newton 8 8 

ffiO- ALWAYS TRYING (7H) MJohnan 6 7 .. . Dean McKeomi 5 

52203 SHARPH0f«EY^UraNUate87 JBmlV 

5«3« HARYLOU(5)MOmxji88 RMMH4 

50500 CHKA SUN (5) S MAr 8 5 jQuton2Y 

0 00006- JOUFaLE{Z3)JK*rmrightB2 .TWOtenB 

9 (£405- THKOBAaa«GfR9(BF)SCVifara0i j)Ffireft(3)8 
-lOdedteed- 


6- ISHMAELpM) BUeMAynS9H TWWeratB 

3- MUSAF1 (USA) (2331 K Moral 4 9 fl DereMcKeown7 

GYOO- POW WOW (121) E AJsson 4 9 Tl DHggs2 

435S- STAR TURN (72) M Efll 4 g Tl UFWon9 

fOl WUHA0EER(44S) JUoeon49h p Sw ee ne y (3) 5 

MOO- CRSSSQAW p7) 5 kMtatKXl 696 Ltortonll 

4- DRYAD (S) N Lrttnxxten 387 SWhtov0rti3 

0326- HBOGOLFRAN(SlCTTJNwgfiw387 — .AOariiA 

8 22DK PRINCE ASHLBGN (3) PKadsn387 LCtnmoek6 

t) THE SWALLOW KtodgwM 3 87 .F Norton 1 

fl 04. SWCH(|40)TDB«53B2 TSprakelO 

~ 11 dodnd ^ 

BETTING: event Hever GofRwg* 4-1 Pifi«oAaNelgli.M3BrTwii.7.T 
Dnrad.B-1 Hurt, 16-1 Stock. 25-1 WH Hadeetl 33-1 Cranan'iryrre, 40-1 
often 


SKATE HANDICAP (CLASS D) £4,000 
added 3YO 7T 

1 0S03- ONE SMGEft (28) (Cl N unnsden 9 7 SWWtwonh2 

2 3014-1 IWUtSWE DECISION (9) M Meade 8 6- Dean Mcftoovmi 

3 5635- OKBABE(19){C) J AiefxxstBO DBggsS 

4 500- ROWLVBJfET(138)CFtofU5t7fi TWSreis4 

5 0000-5 AIB57 REGENT (8) P tasbm 7 9 (.CtanockS 

-SdBdared- 

*6vnxiniretft Tst Jflfa TiuefmtficapwebfrAntoerRegert rjrSSi 


t y GOLDOFAHABtA(dKfiKMDrgan593 Dear McKeown5V 

2 Sflat- PEARL ANKFfBISARY (15) (CD) UfaaSVtoanbSS 

- SWhfiwcrthl 

3 0902- RS)PHAinOM(15)(C)(D)Steb693„JlWlgbn3B 

4 8200- STATE APFTOVAi. (42) (CO) (BF) PBste 593 .^S £cdes7 

5 MV PMlOQflAS LORD (J9) J Wbnen^S 4 8 -g c Parian (3) 8 

e 54030- SKS.T0N SOVERSGN (is) (CO) RHofinghead4B9 

— D Hasten (7)2 

7 8460* AlAGNA(d)SCVWams4 88 MFrttoaBV 

8 000*0- BLUE HOPPER (28) Mdji(to4 88 JLWafan(3)4 

-SdedBred- 

BETTINQ: B-1 1 Stede AppraveL 7-2 Stefion Sovereign, 1 1« Red Phantom, 
IM Peart Amhrerasy, 14-1 AlapH, Sue Hopper, 20-1 othera 

g 20| SKI HANDICAP (CLASS D) £4,000 added 

1 01201- RANDOUKll®feS(42)(CD)Rh^a7l590 A CMC 5 

2 06052- lOaTAS STAR (42) (C) D kktoar Snxlh 5 8 B _C Lortter n 4 

3 am -3 !NnGOOA*Npp)(BF)MJiTCtoi487_DeBiMdCK*nGB 

4 00002- SHARYR (FR)(3^ (CD) RHofcrfwd785 F Lynch 3 

5 00084. CTttTT(28)MUsher87 9 JOulml 

B 052.9- OCTANT STORM (J75) B Lfew^yn 5 7 «_A UcCvfiiy (7) Z B 

-Sckdared- 

m*iu K7si ittoTnraMvtere'Wto^^emrf^SfaCtefanfSfwm^flit 
BETTING: 1G8 Rsidom KMnees, 94 baSgo Dean, 7-fl NMrt SI* 8-1 
Shekiy^ 12-1 Iterant Stotm, Zarmattra 


PITI SJTFRS’ GUID E. 


LEOPARDSTOWN 
LIS: PRIVATE PEACE, who beat 
Guest Performance by VI: lengths 
in the 2m 4f Grade One Chiqinia 
Drimnore Novice Chase at ftiiy- 
house in November, will be hard 
to beaL Glebe Lad is the danger. 

□H P 

LSO: LORD SINGAPORE, a head 
second to Tune For A Run in the 
3m Grade Ttro Paddy Power Hand- 
icap Chase over course and dis- 
tance last rime, can go one better. 
Shanagany is the threat. 

ocn 

225: METASTASIO, fifth in this 
race last year, beat Go Now ty half 
a length in a 3m handicap hurdle 
here at Christmas. He remains well 
handicapped and, in today' s heavy 
ground, could make his stamina 
count. Tibetan and Hard News may 
pose the most problems. 
SANDOWN 

2.05: CYFOR MALTA, twice a win- 
ner at Auteuil this season, looks an- 
other smart recruit to chasing 
from France for Martin Pipe. An- 
gdo’s Doable is the danger. 


HYPERION ] 
TV TIPS 

2351 GREY SHOT, a Groups ss 

ctny er on the Flat, was a 23 ten bs 

yrinner of a ‘Bunion novices’ ur- 
dle on his jumping debut. He as 
been backed for the Cham pn 
Hurdle and may outpace Fin eh 

Holly, who may need further. id- 
dy Marvel should also go wc 

□□□ 

3 . 10 : YORKSHIRE GALE, ho 
beat Stormtracker by 24 ler hs 
over 3m If at Cheltenham o bis 
reappearance, remains on a air 
handicap mark, stays well nd 
likes this track. Hermes Hai est 
may be the most potent threi 

□c a 

3 _ 40 : JET FILES, who bea In 
The Blood by s head at Towce er 
(2m 5f) last lime, is fairly nes xi 
and open to improvement. Re * 
Hie Clouds may be the dang* 


The former National Hunt jockey Steve 
Smith Eccles (right) gives an analysis of 
today's Lad broke Hurdle. 


Theatreworlth A dass horse but 
shouldering 12st is a tough task. 
Lady Daisy: A good third to 
Istabraq last time but another who 
looks too High in the handicap. 
Moorish: Likes soft ground but two 
miles may be too short for him.’ 
Toast The Spreece Well beaten last 
time and must improve a bundle. 
Notcomplainiogbuu Will strip 
filter for seasonal debut when 
third to Cockney Lad at Navan. 
Tibetan: Has won two of his four 
starts this term, but beaten on the 
soft ground be meets here. His hur- 
dling is also suspect at this leveL 
Sharpicak Blinkered for the first 
time, he gives the impression 
that he does not like a battle. 
GazalanL Not good enough. 
Desert Mountain: Has disap- 
pointed on his last two starts. 
Major Jamie: Won at Sand own in 
December in a race that has 
worked out welL Sure Vo play a part. 
Arctic Weather: Unbeaten this 
season but faces stronger oppo- 
sition here. Tough as old boots and 
can make his presence felt 
Graphic Equaliser: There has 
been some money for this fellow, 
who caught the eye on his sea- 
sonal debut at fairyhouse. He fin- 



ished fifth to Shadow Leader 
Cheltenham Iasi March and 
sure be in the first three. 

Top Cces: He will have the son 
ground be loves and anything Ui4 
Ramsdens run in a handicap 
most be respected. 

Metastasio; Has had plenty 
racing this season and won 
heavy ground last time, alb^ 
over three miles. 

Arhocat: Has shown nothing 
two runs this term. 

Clara’s Prince: Has it all to dt 
AUnmVoweteOutorhisdep - 
Hard News: Second to Co - 
mane he Court at Leopards tov . 
beaten only a length, but 
could be better handicapped, 
i^ gpogh Lady: No chance. 
Dnnrally Fort: Outsider wjj 
looks well and truly outclass*: 

Conclusion: I expect ArLhr 
Moore's runners GRAPH I 
EQUALISER and Major Jamie i 
fight out the finish. Con ’ 
O'Dwyer has chosen Grapt : 
Equaliser, whose class shou! 
give him the edge, while To 
Cces looks the pick of the Briti: 
cal is not good enough, while ’ - 
betas dislikes soft ground. 


FIR ST SH OW 

Una's Choice (Leopardstown 1.50) is 
12-1 with Coral - Ladbrokes and the 
Telega 7-L wMe Ultra Ffutta- is 16-1 
with Ladbrokes - the Tote go 11-1. 
French Holly fSandown. 235) is 3-1 
with Ladbrokes - the Tote go 9-4 - 
while County Bean is 7-1 with the Tote 
- Coral and Ladbrokes go 1 1-1 Her- 
mes Harvest (Sand own, 3.10) is 7-1 
with Coral and Ladbrokes - William 
HUI go 11-2 - while General Pongo 
is 33-1 with Coral and William Hill 
-the Tote go 16-1. 

- fan Davies 
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MILDMAY/CAZAUET HANDICAP CHASE - 

I0-YEAR-TA1E i 

1988 89 90 91 92 93 

94 

95 


Fan of the favourites: t F U 1 6 1 

A 

5 

s 

Winner's place In betting: 13 2 1 0 1 

A 

0 

0 

Sartng-prtces: tl-B 3-1 8-1 84 ti-i evens 

A 

11-2 

15-2 

Winner'* aga 9 10 8 9 9 8 

A 

A 

H3 

B 

109 

10 

Profit or kws to £1 State: Favourites -Ct13 Second Favour^ 

-ctoo 1 

Percentage of wfanera placed let, 2nd or 3rd In last race: 75% 

Shortest-priced winners; Ftoshaig WM f®33) evens 

Longest-priced winner: On The Twist (1992) Ti -i 

Top trainer: No traner has won tote race more toon once to the oasi m year. 

Top Jockey: A Ma^tae - On The IVna fS92). Si4J®ior Rrxrti («9fl) 


RESU LTS 

SOUTHWELL 

1.1ft 1. SPIRIT OF LOVE (J Famrgj w-i . 
2. Dick Ybrpin 9-4: 3. Shfitfag n-2. 8 ran, 
13-6 tar bitoan (51ft). ELS (MJahnstoriKM- 
dtahan* Ira eoao: C43G Etta tta Diet 
Forec as t £271X1 Computer SfrsJght Fore- 
cast G4198. 

1-40: 1. GREENSPAN (J Wftnson) 
vrensfav; 2. Pickens tl-8: 3. Doubts Echo 
33-1 5 ran. 5. ia (W Mur. Lamboum). Tbte: 
£2.9; £U9. £180. DF: £19. CSF: £238. 

2.10: 1. WHITLEY GRANGE BOY (L 
Chamoek) n-4fey,2. Mondragoii4.i; 3. 
PotoddnB-t 11 ran. 3?fr, 1 (J L Eym Thrald 
TMk £330; £19. C1M MBO. DR £82d CSF: 
Elisa Throat £7822. Trio: EM5DG. 

240: 1. IMBACKAGA1N fS Wfrimonft) 
12-1 ; 2. Red Pepper 4-1 ; 3. Soated By Fats 
5-2. 7 ran. 9-0 fav Perriesa (5thJ. >/,. hd 
(N UttnidBa WohertBiTfatonl lbtK £1240; 
£4Sa £2.70. DF: £2130 CSF; £5228 
3.10:1. SHE'S A GEU(P McCabe) 5-1; 
2. G0dar2-1 ter; 3. Houaa On FiraB-t 9 
ran. i (Ms N Macadey. Melton Mowbray, 
■fate: £730; C14Q £19 £380. DR ESJQ CSF: 
£1449. Trio: £17711 

3jMM. FAYHC (J Cktei) 5-1 ; 2. Suakadi 
9-1 ; X Trojan Haro 9-2 Jt lav. 13 ran. 9-2 
jt fov Dorabraco (Bth). 'A. 2 (A Newcomba. 


Bamslaple). Tote: £5.70; Citt. 030, , 
OF: O30a CSF- E4SB8 Tricast £2( 
Trto:C7Bfia 

j3Ck P ot Not won. Pool at £206(H3 
ried fareraru to Sandown today 
Ptaeepot C8BO0 Quadpoc w-ia) 

Placa 6: £70.71 Place 5: £25fia 
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Eddery’s back: 
that means a 
new challenge 

not an old crisis 


Despite surgery on his because I’d never been under 

spine that ended his scalpel before," he said. 

season prematurely last The damaged disc was re- 

vpa- p-*. bjj-pu • tr. j moved from the small of his 

year, Pat Eddery .s fired bacIc , bm> rather ^ B 

up to pursue Lester being taken from a pile of play- 

Piggotfs career total of mg chips, it was more in cove - 

4,493 wins. He also has r ^ ent t b an terminally damaging 

some words of warning Edder ^ was soon pottering 

for Frankie Dettori. ** y° u 

can do a lot of pottering at 

Muskhill Farm, which occupies 
107 acres of Buckinghamshire 
le, as you have set- pasture land. The jockey has 
it Eddery's Crystal another 73 acres at his stud, 
conservatory, you where he has mares which bea- 
nough to mention efit from nominations to the 
tirement. Pat pon- likes of Caerleon and Zafonic. 
ament, considering As he sits in his conservato- 
i mean you or him, ry, Pat Eddery looks rather neat 
icts as if you’ve sug- in a blue and green checked 
ition on his kitchen shir t, jeans and cowboy boots, 
happily cany it out He does not look in decline. His 
rtinent visitor. figure remains like the one that 
ames John Eddery most people take out of the 
a the middle day of school gates on their final day 
ih a m Festival, he but never see again it’s a rather 
'firing from surgery ridiculous moment when a tub- 
ie, but he is not yet by reporter asks Eddery if his 
s flower seeds and body is past it. “Never once did 
[is back is not a I think of retirement because of 
lever has been. He my back," be said. “Riding hors- 
[ it into things. es is what I do." 
m Richards may be Eddery is rather ddded at the 

suggestion 

that his 

BY RICHARD migh t not be 

EDMONDSON ** “ 

He believes 

you should 

either have 

.t man to ride 4,000 the accelerator on the floor or 
ritain still has plen- not get into the vehicle at all, and 
irow on the fire. Ed- dismisses Frankie Dettori's in- 
spent most of 1 997 tentioc to cherry pick his rides 
is bade following a this season. “That’s all part of 
t April “1 rode this the game, going to the Folke- 
eg Hollinshead at stones and the smaller tracks, be- 
and be won easily, cause it’s not Royal Ascot every 
he end of the race day," Eddery said. “It’s ridicu- 
e sort of thing that lous what Frankie is thinking of 
f horses have done doing, you can’t just get on the 
: sort of thing that winning rides all the time, you've 
:ry day," Eddery got to build up. 

: eit a slight twinge- “You can’t just take days off 
I rode another win- like VMlySwinburo does some- 
ard [Hannon] and times, you've got to be out there 
and I knew some- every day working those muscles, 
ong." riding in every race if you want 

lem was a slipped to be at your besL I never take 
pinching his spine, time off unless I have to because 
ich left him inter- it says the wrong things . If I was 
l a locked back and a trainer and I didn’t think the 
his le^. As he was guy was riding at 100 per cent all 
ilenty of winners, the time and was motivated I 
3 red medical ad- wouldn’t put him up. 
e through the dis- “Probably the one thing that 
most of flie season, keeps me going is riding win- 
fter Silver Patri- ners. Every one still gives me a 
y in the St Leger, kick. There may be more mon- 
E the rider's career, ey for a Derby than a seller but 
ire’s stabbing with that doesn't make you try any 
leedle became too harder. A winner is a winner." 
idery agreed to an Rit Eddeiy’s story began in 
[ was a bit worried Dublin, the son of racing folk 


After a while, as you have set- 
tled into Pat Eddery's Crystal 
Palace of a conservatory, you 
feel brave enough to mention 
the word retirement. Pat pon- 
ders for a moment, considering 
whether you mean you or him, 
and then reacts as if you've sug- 
gested castration on his kitchen 
. table. He’d happily cany it out 
i on his impertinent visitor. 

Patrick James John Eddery 
may be 46 on the middle day of 
the Chelte nham Festival he 
may be recovering from surgery 
near his spine, but he is not yet 
ready for the flower seeds and 
Horiicks. His back is not a 
problem. It never has been. He 
likes putting it into things. 

Sir Gordon Richards may be 

dead, and 

the same 

fate may nV D 

have be- JD I Jtvl v_/ . 

fallen „ „ . 

£*•», EDMON 

, Piggott’s 

* riding ca 

reer. but 

the only other man to ride 4,000 
winners in Britain still has plen- 
ty of fuel to throw on the fire. Ed- 
dery, in fact, spent most of 1 997 
with coalman's bade following a 
cloudy day in April “I rode this 
horse for Reg Hollinshead at 
- Nottingham and he won easily, 
but right at the end of the race 
he jinked, the sort of thing that 
■ thousands of horses have done 
with me, the sort of thing that 
happens every day," Eddery 
said. “But I felt a slight twinge. 
The next day I rode another win- 
: ner for Richard [Hannan] and 
it was worse and I knew some- 
thing was wrong." 

The problem was a slipped 
disc that was pinching his spine, 

^ an injury which left him inter- 
mittently with a locked back and 
numbness in his le^. As he was 
. partnering plenty of winners, 

! Eddery ignored medical ad- 
vice and rode through the dis- 
comfort and most of the season. 
However, after Silver Patri- 
arch’s victory in the St Leger, 
the 4,000th of the rider's career. 
Mother Nature's stabbing with 
the knitting needle became too 
much and Eddery agreed to an 
operation. “I was a bit worried 



SWIMMING 


Eddery: 'Never once did I think of retirement. Riding horses is what I do' 


who was riding ponies at four 
and racehorses at eight (that's 
age and not o'clock). He was ini- 
tially apprenticed to Seamus 
McGrath and his first ride. True 
Time, finished last at the Cur- 
ragh in August 1967. The lead- 
ing trainer then was Noel 
Muriess. whose Royal Palace had 
won the Derby, and some con- 
sidered that Fbinavon had been 
lucky to win that year's Grand 
National. Pal Eddery was 15. 

Eddery, though, was essen- 
tially forged when be enroled ai 
Frencbie Nicholson's Chel- 
tenham jockey academy . “They 
say one in a thousand make it 
and the reason I did was be- 
cause I was lucky’ and I had good 
people behind me.” the Irish- 
man said. “I owe just about 100 
per cent of it to Frenchie. who 
taught me how to ride and even 
more importantly, looked after 


me. When you’re a young man 
with a few quid in your pocket 
for the first time things can go 
ihe wrong way and you need 
someone to grab your collar.” 

It must be said that Pat has 
managed to get off the leash a 
few times to make visits to the 
tabloids. He cannot, however, 
have constructed his career on 
blancmange foundations. 

Indeed, the P J J Eddery 
roost of us know from the race- 
course is the man with the fa- 
cial emotion of an Easter Island 
statue. His ration of smiles is 
taken up by another weighing- 
room notable. It’s not a came 
to Pat Eddery. It’s business. 

There is little rococo about 
Eddery. He may not swap ideas 
with Stephen Hawking either, 
but when the prototype for a 
riding machine was developed 
it was he that was placed on a 


podium from which he has yet 
to slip. 

There exists, Eddery believes, 
only a handful of jockeys who do 
thunderously well out of racing, 
enough to go round a generous 
dining table. They get the steam- 
ing roasts and fine wines, while 
others try to pull the chairs 
away. “They're a great bunch of 
lads in the weighing room at the 
moment and good riders, too - 
it's not like France where they're 
so boring - but there are only 
about six or seven riders who 
pick up all the best rides.” he 
said. “They make a really good 
living out of the game and you've 
cot to stay with them and he 
someone who is guaranteed a 
ride in every race because once 
you slip from there you’ll never 
get hack. There are plenty of 
young, hungry jockeys wailing to 
take your place.” 


Sherwood knows how good Him Of Praise is but the handicapper has yet to find out 


Last season Him Of Praise did 
nothing but disappoint Oliver 
Sherwood. This campaign is 
quite the opposite. The eight- 
’ year-old goes into the Mild- 
'may/Cazalet Memorial Chase at 
Sandown today on a five-timer 
and with talk of him being the 
ideal L-onveyance for Ain tree in 
.April. It is not an eventuality his 
trainer previously imagined. 

- “Last year he just didn't fire 

- and he disappointed me," Sher- 
* wood said yesterday. “He had 

onlv three runs and always 
coughed after working. We 
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Q is for — 


\ r. •' 

* * I Quadruped; Latin word which 

| is most efficiently translated a* 
i “betting medium", since almost 


scoped and blood-tested him 
more rimes than we had hot din- 
ners but couldn't find anything. 

“This year he's come back to 
form and he’s much more in- 
terested. As a result of all that 
be was well-handicapped at the 
start of the year. He does noth- 
ing in front and it always looks 
lik e hard work. He’s only ever 
going to win his races by three 
or four lengths so he looks af- 
ter his own handicap mark." 

A measure of just how well 
Him Of Praise (next best 3.10) 
is treated ran be drawn from his 

any animal which has four feet 
aixi knows bow to use them will 
be used for the purpose of gam- 
bling somewhere in the world. 
Horses and dogs are, of course, 
the media of choice in Britain, 
but Jeff Bernard was known to 
race cats in his front room dur- 
ing prolonged spells of bad 
weather, and the ancient sport 
of rat raring - is stiB practised in 
certain university laboratories 
once the professors have gone 
home. Ftirther afield, the prin- 
ciple that if it moves people will 
bet on it, holds firm- In some 
South American countries a 
popular pastime is to put a 
guinea pig into a sack, shake 
it vigorously, then tip it oui into 
the middle of a circle of holt* 
holes. Punters then speculate 
as to which of the holes the un- 
fortunate creature will retire to 
in order to lose its lunch. This 
is cruel admittedly, but a lot 
more exciting than 49s. 


relationship with the Welsh Na- 
tional runner-up. Dorn Sam- 
oural When the pair met at 
Haydock in November. Him 

RICHARD EDMONDSON 
NAP: Upgrade 
(Sandown 2.35) 

NB: Him Of Praise 
(Sandown 3.10) 

Of Praise beat the grey by half 
a length. He now finds himself 
61b better off. “On the book we 
have the beating of Don 
Samourai and I'd be disap- 

Qnagmire: The standard state 
of the going in Ireland between 
late November and early 
March. .Also known officially as 
"yielding to soft". 

Qualifier: One of a series of 
races - almost invariably hand- 
icaps -which wiD culminate in 
a final at a major track. Hors- 
es cannot run in the final un- 
less they have contested one of 
the qualifiers, bur there is no 
requirement to win this earli- 
er race, or indeed, even finish 
in the first 15. Since the final 
is always far more valuable than 
the qualifier, and a good run 
attracts the handicapper's at- 
tention, the whole structure of 
such a series is lirtie short of an 
invitation to misbehave, and as 
a result, qualifying races are 
best treated with great caution. 

Quantity and quality: Book- 
makers prefer the former, and 


pointed if we didn’t heat him 
again," Sherwood said. “He's in 
great order and we couldn't be 
more happy with him.” 

Sherwood runs another lu- 
minary. Buddy Marvel, in an ap- 
pealing Tolworth Hurdle. The 
four-year-old won both his starts 
over hurdles in Ireland before 
being purchased by Robert Og- 
den. They did not give him to the 
owner for packet tops. Buddy 
Marvel has carried on the good 
work over here. "He's a bonnv 
horse who’s sharper and come 
on for his win at Linatield." 


Sherw >od said. "We’re climbing 
the ladder quietly with him and 
we hope one day he might be a 
Champion Hurdle horse.” 

More than one runner fits 
that description in today's race. 
Grey Shot, who broke the 
course record in the Jockey 
Club Cup at Newmarket this au- 
tumn. impressed sufficiently on 
his hurdling debut to persuade 
the Tote to make hint 12-1 for 
this year's Champion. There is 
□ doubt about how he will han- 
dle the sludge so the value 
could lie with a horse who has 


finally reproduced the won- 
derful things he does on the gal- 
lops. Nigel Twision- Davies's 
UPGRADE (nap 135). 

There is televised racing too 
from Leopardstown. where the 
Ladbroke Hurdle has taken on 
the significance of a protected 
event as it is screened on berth 
the BBC and Channel 4. Moor- 
ish might be besL of the British 
hut the winner is likely to be 
Arctic Weather (125 ). who fin- 
ished second to Alone in this 
race four years ago. 

- Richard Edmondson 


serious punters the latter. sn no 
prizes for guessing which is on 
offer during an average after- 
noon in your local betting 
shop. It has been suggested - 
and only half in jest - that 
bookies deliberately overload 
punters with information and 
belling opportunities in order 
to short-circuit their hrains 
and send them into a stupefied 
state of auto-bei. Certainly, 
there are plenty of sad cases in 
the average shop who seem to 
scribble out slips as if pos- 
sessed. and anyone who wants 
to emerge with some cash in- 
tact (and without a galloping 
case of writer's cramp) should 
repeat the shrewdies' mantra 
- “they have to offer odds. I 
don't have to bet" - 2n time** 
before entering. 

Queen Mum: Probably the 
oldest Sporting Life reader in 
the country - though she may 


take u dim view of its imminent 
tabloidteilion - and also, sn ru- 
mour has it. an active and en- 
thusiastic punier even as she 
approaches HH) not out. If so. 
her bet* are presumably 
placed via a credit account, 
what with the Royals being fa- 
mously reluctant to cany cash, 
not to mention the thought ot 
how unfortunate it would be 
if i he nation's favouriie gran 
were trampled in the rush lor 
the 2.1^ at Romford while 
placing an intricate series of 
cross-doubles in the Pall Mall 
branch of William Hill. The 
icst of u**. ol course, can only 
imagine what it must be like to 
ring one's bookie in the hap- 
py knowledge rhat. il one for- 
eels to send one's cheque to 
.settle one's losses, one is un- 
likely to get a letter by return 
of post which hints that some 
hairy men me coming round to 
break one’s legs. 


Queen's Hotel: Cine of the 
finest establishments in Chel- 
tenham, and a focal point for 
the Irish influx during Festival 
week, at which time the mag- 
niliccm Georgian facade hides 
a multitude of sias which would 
turn St Patrick pale. Rumour 
has it that, a few years ago, one 
visitor grabbed a few hours 
Sleep on the Wednesday night, 
bui this seems unlikely, given 
that the card schools and 
backgammon sessions do not 
really get serious until the wee 
small hours. J P McManus, 
who counts a mean game of 
backgammon among his talents, 
spends his Festivals elsewhere 
these days, but the Queen’s is 
still the place to go on the night 
before the Gold Cup - unless, 
of course, you would rather not 
see the jockey booked for the 
h.»rse you’ve already backed 
drinking himself unconscious 
just 12 hours before post time. 


Chinese stand firm 
over drugs disgrace 


China have insisted their team 
would not be withdrawn from 
the World Championships de- 
spite a s wimm er and coach be- 
ing charged with - drug 
trafficking. The Chinese re- 
ceived international condem- 
nation after claiming vials 
containing human growth hor- 
mones discovered in a random 
search yesterday were brought 
for someone living in Australia. 

The swimmer Yuan Yuan 
and her coach. Zhou Zhewen, 
have been charged with traf- 
ficking an illegal performance- 
enhancing drug by Fin a, the 
world governing body. Each 
faces a ban of at least four yeaxs. 

The rest of the team have 
been cleared to compete in the 
championships which commence 
in Perth’s Challenge Stadium on 
Monday despite calls for them to 
be sent home in disgrace. 

With China's women swim- 
mers expected to reap a rich 
harvest of medals, it will in- 
evitably leave a pall of suspicion 
banging over the competition. 
Even if they fail to live up to 


their rankings it will only raise 
Speculation they have been or- 
dered to lose by officials in 
Peking. 

Shi Tianshu. China's chef de 
mission, said in Perth yesterday: 
"We have come here with 23 
swimmers and 12 coaches. But 
if one or two people make a 
mistake, you cannot regard that 
individual behaviour as a 
collective one." 

The Fina secretary. Gunnar 
Werner, said no action would be 
taken against the Chinese team 
"as we have not found any rea- 
son to do that”. He confirmed the 
entire Chinese team had been 
dreg-tested at the championships 
and expected the results to be 
known within 24 hours. 

The Australia coach. Forbes 
Carlyle, called for the Chinese 
team to leave Perth. He said: 
“When you're caught with that 
amount of drugs on your per- 
son and you're part of a team, 
the whole team are implicated. 
They should be put on a plane 
and sent home." 

- Ian Gordon 


HOCKEY 


: BASKETBALL 


Photograph: Robert Hallam 


This is a basic instinci which 
has driven the rider for almost 
30 years- It will do so again af- 
ter he has been on a skiing hol- 
iday and to Barbados and will 
cany him past one of the few re- 
maining milestones on his road. 

Eddery says he will ride not 
much further titan his50lh birth- 
day. by which time he should be 
in the proximity of a legend, an- 
other man with II jockeys' 
championships to his name. 
“Lester was out of the saddle for 
a bit while he was training and 
then when he had that mishap 
with the Revenue.” It’s never 
been called that before. 

If Eddcty can avoid mishaps 
of his own he should pass the 
4,493 career total of Lester 
Piggotu who established himself 
in the common mind as the 
greatest jockey of the age. What 
does that make Pat Edderv? 


Dancer splits 
squad in two 


There will be a lot of unfamil- 
iar faces contesting this week- 
end’s preliminary round of the 
Indoor Gub Championship at 
Birmingham and Kiddermin- 
ster as England takes a 27- 
strong squad to Sicily. 

England, under their new ; 
coach, Barry Dancer, pby full 
internationals against Italy, with 
the Australian planning to split ; 
his squad in two to ensure each : 
member is guaranteed a game. . 

With the England and Great 
Britain teams having notched up ; 
six straight wins in the previous ; 
encounters, scoring 34 goals and ; 
conceding just one. Dancer j 
should start his England career ■ 
on a high note. 

The leading English indoor ; 
clubs faltered badly in the DTZ ' 
Midland tournament last week- ‘ 
end, with the national champi- : 
ons, St Albans, and last year's : 
finalists. East GrinsteadL failing . 
to reach the quarter-finals. 

St Albans will, however, be ; 
strengthened by the former ■ 
England captain Andy Halliday ' 
and Guildford’s lan Jennings . 
while Grinslead have recalled . 
the Olympic gold medallist ' 
Richard Leman. With strength- . 
ened teams, both should qual- 
ify for finals night at Crystal 
Palace on Friday 6 February. 

- B ill Coiwill 


Tresvant takes 
a Giant step 


: Manchester Giants' revolving 
door policy on transfers look an- 

• other spin this week with the 
signing of John Tresvant, for the 
third time. The coach, Jim Bran- 

’ don, needs the 32-year-old 
■ American to settle quickly for 
: tonight's meeting with Derby. 

Whether or not a work per- 
mit arrives for the England 
; coach. Laszlo Nemeth, in time 
: for him to lead Derby tonight at 

• the Nynex Arena, the Storm's 
stand-m coach, Jeff Jones, wffl not 

; be denied his chance to call the 
; shots against the club where he 
; made his league debut in 1976. 

On Thursday night Jones 
' steered Derby to their first 
. consecutive league wins of the 
' season, with a comeback 99-92 
' victory over Worthing which lift* 
| cd them into 10th place. 

Giants, currently seventh. 
1 are under pressure to stay in 
contention for the play-off 
quarter-finals. Brandon, who re- 
: leased Michael Brown to make 
way for Tresvant, said: "We 
have a talented group of young- 
sters but we have been missing 
one extra man in precious sit- 
uations to get the job done.” 

London Towers could open 
more distance over the chasing 
pack when they play winiess 
Watford Royals tonight 

- Richard Taylor 


SPORT ON THE INTERNET 


Super Bowl’s silver service 


As one migh t imagine, Amer- 
ican football is well-served by 
Lbe Internet. Tomorrow is 
Championship Sunday, with 
the Super Bowl champs 
Green Bay at San Francisco 
for the NFC title and Denver 
at Pittsburgh for the AFC ho- 
nours. Super Bowl .XXXII is 
in two weeks' time in San 
Diego. 

The official National Foot- 
ball League site is a good 
starting place. It contains direct 
links to all 30 clubs, though you 
do need to know the insignias 
for a quick access, news, tables, 
and week-by-week breakdown 
of the season. Each dub site 
has their seasonal record, play- 
ers' and coaching roster and a 
good selection of video and au- 
dio clips. The site is r unning a 
fantasy Super Bowl play-off, 
with all the previous 31 winner: 
matched up in a draw, with 
visitors to the she invited to 
vote on each game. The "72 
Dolphins, the only unbeaten 
side in NFL history, get a bye. 

You can also buy the NFL 
Family Cookbook, which con- 
tains Brett Havre's recipe for 
crawfish tftouffiSe and Tom 
Coughlin's Fried Cakes, 
apparently the diet for most 
pro footballers. 

All the big American TV 

ADDRESSES 


networks provide good cov- 
erage from their sports sites. 
The best is probably CBS 
Sportsline which has all the ex- 
pected news and views with a 
live representation of games 
as they happen. CNN has 
joined up with Sports IBustnacd 
for their site, good for the sea- 
son's and career leaders' stats. 

ESPN SportsZone is most- 
ly news, but has a (ink to their 
radio site, which broadcasts 
throughout the day with the 
latest NFL information. Fox 
Sports, which is covering this 
weekend's games, has the ad- 
vantage of a column by the 
sport's premier commenta- 
tor, John Madden. Most of the 
teams have their own websites, 
with the Packers' the most up- 
to-date. By yesterday morning, 
their site already had a report 
on Thursday's training. 

The .American obsession 
with food is also included 
within the NFL Players’ sile 
where there is a Player Cook 
section. This week’s recipe is 
potato skins from Jim 
Sebwamz, a 49er linebacker. 
Somehow one cannot see an 
equivalent section in an Eng- 
lish Premier League site with 
players waxing lyrical on 
bityanis and burgers. 

- Edward AbeJson 


Official NFL site - http://www.nfl.com/ 

CSS Sportsflno - rmp-.//wwwjspcn£flnecotn/ 

Fox Sports - httpV/Mimtax^rt&com/fcxXbal/ 

ESPN SportsZone - h«p://ESPN.S|xxffiZbnacortVnV«^html 

CNN & Sports lUustntBd se - hrtp://cnnsl conVtootDaB/nfl/Gup»rbowl/a2/ 

NBC Sports - http://ww«nbccomtsporta/afV 

Official Packers sin - hnp Jtmm. packets, ctnv 
Official Broncoe site - http^/www.den v ert y a Boa.com/ 

NFL Players oka - http://wwwsporti^(X)rn/u/NFLPiayB(s/ 
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Avoiding many of the sheep droppings, I perform desultory stretching exercises 



MIKE 

ROWBOTTOM 

ON RUNNING 

TOWARDS 

CALMNESS 


The style is the man, they say. 
And my running style, if such 
it can be termed, is a matter of 
low arms and pattering foot- 
steps. It creates a false im- 
pression of ease; you might call 
it grace under no pressure. 

Nowa combination of age, 
sloth and family life has cur- 
tailed my footballing there 
isn't a pressing need for me to 
keep fit - although I do have 
this long-term project on the 
go concerning the avoidance of 
mortality. 

I consult no timepiece on 
my outings. And until they fell 
apart recently, 1 have worn a 
pair of old Mitre running shoes 
shunned by my stepson. 

Proper runners may now 
turn the page, or read on with 
a curling upper lip. But my ex- 


cursions into exertion are noi 

without value to me. 

Bishop’s Stortford. where 1 
have lived for nearly 20 years, 
is described in older guide- 
books as a sleepy market town. 
There is still a market on 
Thursdays and Saturdays 
where you can buy wicker- 
work animals, fresh whelks, 
shell suits— so many things you 
don't need. But the expansion 
of Stansted Airport and im- 
proved road and rail links with 
London have engendered large 
new developments on the 
town's perimeter. 

Meanwhile the town centre, 
honoured with a Marks and 
Spencer, a WH Smith and a 
Pizza Express, has had to de- 
vise its own mini-bypass. Not so 
sleepy town. 


There are nevertheless 
many pleasant ways through 
this intensely civic place to the 
compromised Gelds which sur- 
round it. 

I have become proprietor- 
ial about my favoured route. So 
come with me now, round our 
way. 

Pause by the house gate for 
a sniff of night air - same as it 
ever was. Then down to the main 
road past All Saints Church, with 
its silent congregation of grave- 
stones. The seat built into the 
lych-gate, a favoured haunt for 
furtively proud under-age smok- 
ers, is empty. 

Soon I am on the hedged 
footpath which runs down to 
the railway line. Over the 
bridge - up the steps, pump 
those arms, easy down the oth- 


er side - and on into Grange 
Paddocks. 

.Ah the traditional civic fea- 
tures are hereabouts. Orna- 
mental gardens, where 
pensioners bask on bright days. 
A war memorial engraved with 
names that still throng the lo- 
cal telephone directory - 
Sampford. Sapsford, Thur- 
good. Thurley. 

Tennis courts, with booking 
forms hanging up in a hut 
alongside. A paddling pool; 
swings; football pitches still 
churned from Sunday morn- 
ing’s action. And Castle 
Mound, ail that remains of 
what was once a prison for 
heretics during the Reforma- 
tion, now fussily fenced off by 
the council. Warmingly, some- 
one has forced a way through. 


Winding through this sub- 
urban epitome of Nature 
Tamed is the River Start. Tb run 
beside the river, sluggish and silt- 
ed as it may be, is as irresistible 
as watching waves at the seaside. 

Half-way down my riverside 
stretch, the track used to di- 
verge around a willow. It al- 
ways made me think of the 
Charles Adams cartoon of the 
skier proceeding downhill, his 
tracks having gone either side 
ofatree. Whether I went to the 
left or the right assumed a kind 
of wordless significance - but 
such vagaries have now been 
expunged following a shift in 
the line of the path. 

On I go. metre after lonely 
metre, along Rye Street and up 
Bane lisd own Lane towards 
the waiting fields. 


As the gradient increases, I 
ritually observe the names of 
four successive houses - Lern- 
bam Hail (retired school- 
teacher, ha ha). Squirrels Close 
(doser to the top now). Haver- 
brack (resist this Nabokovian 
hint to stop and rest) and 
Greenmantie (vaguely medieval 
questish, this; fitting reward as 
the road starts to level out). 

It is worrying how much of 
this nonsense fills my head. 

The road bends back, and 
here is Whitehall 'Bade Union 
College, as visited by Prime 
Minister Jim fallaghan in his 
pomp, and formerly -so ray re- 
tired matron neighbour tells 
me - a boarding school, whose 
headmistress had a dubious 
double-barrelled name and a 
propensity for dodging bills. 


Justice caught 

she did a runner to Easfoom^ 
Here I leave the road and go 

d^agendemdinep^^ 

fey field. Sometimes I accessa 

burst of eneigyan the way uptt* 
other side of this shallow valley. 

Now, finally, the high point 
of the run approaches. I dam- 
ber overastileand make mpwy 

to where three oak trees stand 

dose together in 

myself in the middle of them, 

avoiding as many of the *eep 

droppings asl can, and perform 

desultory stretching exercises. 

A hundred metres or so 
away, cars sweep along tire by- 


pass; but they only empoasw: u* 

sense of solitude. By running to 



Pride of the fleet: Grant Dalton’s Merit Cup leads the Whitbread yachts into Auckland yesterday, surrounded by a host of spectator boats 


Photograph: Allsport 


Our longest day ends in sweet victory 


Merit Cup won the fourth 
leg of the Whitbread Round 
the World Race in a gripping 
fight to the finish with 
Toshiba. At the end of a 
1,270-mile ocean sprint, the 
two boats were only a 
quarter of a mile apart. Here 
Merit Cup’s triumphant 
skipper describes the final 
24-hour battle to be first 
from Sydney to Auckland. 

The crew was magnificent. There 
have only been two days like this in 
my life and the other one was bring- 
ing New Zealand Endeavour 
through the finish line four years ago 
to win the Fremantle to Auckland leg 
in the 1993-94 Whitbread. But this 
time, for a high-pressure final 24 
hours, the crew work was really 
sharp. I don’t think they made a sin- 
gle crew error, while towards the end 
we could see that little mistakes were 
being made on Toshiba as they per- 
haps tired a little, perhaps realised 
that, if they could not catch us bv 
then, they weren’t going to catch us. 


When we reached the northern tip 
of New Zealand we were thinking 
more about protecting our third po- 
sition than expecting to win. Then we 
saw what we thought was a sophisti- 
cated cruising boat sitting offshore 
with a hi-tech mainsail There was no 
way it could be a Whitbread boat as 
there was no way we could have 
caught the two beats in front of us. 

Then we saw another with a 
more white sail just ahead, perhaps 
a sister ship. Then we saw that it was 
Swedish Match and Toshiba caught 
in a hole. There was wind on the 
beach, but even if they could see that 
they couldn't do anything about it 
because they had no wind to get 
across there. 

So we got in among the breakers 
right under the cliffs along the shore, 
where we wouldn’t normally go be- 
cause normally there isn’t any wind 
there. Chessie Racing and EF Lan- 
guage followed us, with Toshiba wrig- 
gling across late behind them. And 
then started the battle of the wind- 
shifts, change after change in wind di- 
rection as we worked our way along 
the shore, always protec ting our place 
on the best side of the course as 
Chessie and EF kept coming after us. 



GRANT 

DALTON 


In that situation Tom Dodson, 
one of the tactical thinkers in New 
Zealand's America's Cup winning 
crew, was masterful. He would take 
a spot and hold his ground until it 
came right, choose the most advan- 
tageous way to go even if it meant 
going off course. Without him w'e 
wouldn’t have won because we 
would not have mastered the short 
course tactics in the way he could. 

And things started to come to- 
gether. Everything went up a beat. 


The boat started to produce real up- 
wind speed in the flatter water. 
Merit Cup simply look off. Wc no- 
ticed that some of the other boats 
bad very few crew on deck, they were 
allowing them to take some rest be- 
low. We had been in a normal watch 
system since the start of the leg, as 
I said we would be, and so had been 
able to pick up some rest. 

But for the Iasi 24 hours, when 
we moved from thinking we might 
just protect third place to thinking 
we might be in with the chance of a 
win. we had everyone on deck near- 
ly all the time. The helmsmen were 
given occasional rests. When we 
could let someone below for an hour 
or two. we did. 

There is nothing like coming 
down the coast of New Zealand 
where we know every inch of the 
route. We hardly need charts at all 
and we all know the distances be- 
tween every headland as we count- 
ed them down to the entry to 
Auckland Harbour. 

From being the pursuer we be- 
came the pursued. I think 1 prefer 
to be the pursuer. Ail the time the 
wind, coming unusually from the 
south, built up to 40 knots. That 


meant additional worry about dam- 
age to the boat as well as fears that 
the rougher conditions would suit ; 
our attackers more than us, because : 
we have a narrower, and therefore ! 
less stable, hulL 

But the guys were aware this was 
an important result for us. It repo- 
sitions the campaign on a more 
credible platform, ft meant we could 
arrive home in Auckland and hold 
our heads high as we renewed links 
with friends and family, instead of 
having to make excuses. We have 
done that, and we have moved to sec- 
ond overall. 

The boat was generally calm, 
but my heart was in my mouth right 
until the moment when we crossed 
the finish line. And at that point, 
making the last tack, we blew the 
mainsail. If that had happened just 
a few minutes earlier it would have 
cost us victory. 

In 1994 we beat Chris Dickson 
home by two minutes and 38 seconds. 
This time we have beaten Dennis 
Conner’s Toshiba by two minutes and 
36 seconds. We know that this race 
is still wide open, but no one can take 
away the boost to our confidence 
which this win has given us. 


Smith needs a leg up after another limp performance 


The cover over the tattered mainsail 
of Lawrie Smith's Silk Cut was like 
a purple shroud after what was sup- 
posed to be Britain's best shot at a 
Whitbread Race win in many a long 
year finished sixth in Auckland yes- 
terday. Along with two fourths and 
a seventh, the latest result pushed 
Smith s big-money campaign into 
seventh place overall. 

While saying that he would not 
make changes, that a run of poor re- 
sults can be followed by a ran of good 

ones. Smith is facing a dilemma of 
the kind he does not like. The ques- 


tion is how to inject new spark into 
a crew while remaining true to his 
first instincts which are to be total- 
ly loyal. 

However, a turnaround there 
must be if Smith is to maintain not 
only the credibility of his Whit- 
bread campaign, but the America's 
Cup syndicate he hopes will repre- 
sent Britain here in New Zealand in 
two years' time. 

Smith's mood was not helped by 
a two-hour limp across the finish line 
at Orakei Wharf caused by a shack- 
le which exploded 12 miles from 


home, leaving the headsail to flog it- 
self loose and trash the mainsail. 

There were no such problems for 
the overall leader, Paul Cayard. 
who knew that a middle-order result 
would consolidate his position. EF 
Language finished 24 minutes behind 
the leg-winner Merit Cup, but fourth 
place keeps Cayard comfortably 
ahead in the points and ready to put 
on more pressure in the fifth, 6,670- 
mile leg round Cape Horn to Brazil. 

The only cloud for Cayard was a 
protest lodged by Toshiba's skipper, 
Dennis Conner, who accused EF of 


failing to show navigation lights at 
dusk. For the first lime in this race, 
the international jury will have to jet 
in to deliberate. 

Free of all worries was Grant 
Dalton. 1b be first into his home port 
after a gripping duel with Tbshiba left 
the 40-year-old skipper’s confidence 
restored and his pride immense. Not 
that he was alone in feeling consid- 
erable satisfaction. The Maryland 
businessman George Collins was 
again full of praise for helmsman John 
Koslecld after a second consecutive 
third place. Collins knows that be has 


a programme good enough to match 
his commercially sponsored rivals, but, 
(ike Smith, he also knows that the 
climb to the top is steep. 

WHITBREAD ROUND THE WORLD RACE (fourth 
tag. 1,270 mta*, Sydnay to Auckland): 1 Merit 
Cup (Monaco) G Dalton « days 221* 16mm Beac; 

2 TosNba (US) D Conner ■‘■2mm; 3 Chassis Rac- 
ing (US) G Coins +12; 4 EF Language {Swe) P 
Cward +», s Swed&i Math (Svw) 6 Rramz +«; 

6 9* Cut (GB) L Smith +3hr Inn; 7 Innovation 
Kvaamer (Nor) K Frosted +3:«: a Bn**! Suner- 
Qy (NeBht R Harm +6:53; 9 EF Education (Swta) 
CGuikw +£05. 

Overall: 1 EF Language 372 pts; 2 Meril Ctp 333; 

3 Swecfein Matcfi 3T3; 4 ^novation Kvaornw 307; 

9 Toshiba 299; 6 Chessie Racing 294; 7 Sft Cut 
£58; B EF Education B0; 9 Brunei Sun«gy9& 

- Stucrt Alexander 
Auckland ■ 


My claim to free cocaine 
was based on Walrus’ 
belief that I had starred 
in the film of Scarface 


Surf culture in Hawaii is 
inextricably bound up with 
drugs. Local methods of 
dealing with the big wave vary 
from marijuana to cocaine via 
crystal methamphetamme. 

“Hey, bra, can I use your phone?" 

Td never seen the guy before 
when he put his tanned, stubbly head 
round the door. 

“It’s OK, I'm a friend of Hank’s." 

I told him to come in and prayed 
he wasn’t catling China. 

“Bra, that showed real aloha,” he 
said, putting the phone down. He un- 
zipped his backpack and took out a 
transparent sack, containing the fruits 
of an abundant marijuana harvest 
“Here, take one of these - consider 
it a Christmas present" He laid a 
“bud" on the table, the size of a small 
cauliflower. “Wcrw, it’s a big rare! Your 
lucky day." 

The North Shore bartering system 
was alive and well. Within the hour, 
that bud had been incinerated by a 
small but dedicated 
band of surfers. 

A couple of weeks 
later, it was my birthday 
and I was sucking down 
yet another Bud - a 
Budweiser-at Ifoitofi- 
no’s in HaJerwa, a 
whimsical Wad West 
town of saloons and 
surf shops along the 
Kamebameha High- 
way. The owner of a lo- 
cal surfwear company 
drove me away into 
the darkness and 
parked on an obscure 
blufLThen he lookout 
a small packet, emptied 
out a pyramid of white 
powder on to a square 
of card, and handed me 
a rolled-up tube of paper. “Got it for 
nothing from “Walrus’ when be heard 
it was your birthday. Go for it.” 

My entitlement to free cocaine was 
based, it transpired, on a case of mis- 
taken identity: Wdrus believed that 
I had starred in the film Scarface and 
was lying low in Hawaii under cover 
of an alias. 


and that the idea of banning the sub- 
stance was therefore unworkable, 
gives a rough guide to the North 
Shore’s sense of how many locals par- 
take of the weed. Except that that “TO” 
quickly became inflated to “90". 

In the oral history of the North 
Store, the legend persists that formost 
of the 70s and 80s everyone survived 
around here by purveying marijuana 
to one another. In reality there was 
inevitably a pyramid, with one- man 
making a lot of dough OUt of a lot of 
dopeheads. 

I was once naive enough to con- 
template writing an article about the 
local drugs baron, then going through 
the courts, now a thoroughly re- 
spectable citizen. Somehow word 
that I was doing a “Mr Big" story got 
around. Pretty soon I was being vis- 
ited by a couple of heavy dudes, one 
of whom was known as “Sbarky”, and 
both of whom the word “henchman” 
fitted like a glove, who made it plain 
that, unless I had an overpowering de- 
sire to see a shotgun shoved down my 
throat, I might care to reconsider. It 
was around this same time that Istart- 
ed to feel that, what the 
hell, it was not such a 
great story after all and 
that the wild would be 
a finer place without ft. 

Pro-smokers often 
despise other sub- 
stances. Billy, a coke- 
head, dropped by 
Dan’s house on New 
Year to inquire if, per- 
chance, anyone could 
kindly spare a gram. 
Billy’s beloved baseball 
cap was ripped from 
his bead and torn to 
pieces. “Don’t come 
round here again." 
yelled Dan, “or next 
time that’ll be you on 
the floor!" Billy with- 
drew, with apologies, 
but Dan needed an outsize reefer to 
calm him down afterwards. Coke 
users, in turn, heap contempt on 
crystal methamphetamme, considered 
the root of all evfl out on the break. 

“Had to come in," groaned one 
surfer hitting the beach at Alfi Beach 1 
Park recently. “Got hit by some 
kamikaze." 
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Nevertheless, a fair cross-section 
of illegal substances are freely avail- 
able on the North Shore. 

A lot of surfers swear by “kryppie” 
(high quality marijuana): all that in- 
haling is supposed to increase your 
lung capacity and thus ability to sur- 
vive wipeouts. Smoke relaxes you and 
slows you down; coke, on the other 
hand, speeds you up. Thus the idea 
is barn that some cunning combina- 
tion of the two is the perfect panacea 
for all surfing problems. One cures the 
anxiety and curbs the fear; the other 
facilitates power moves. No one, so 
far as I know, bothers with steroids. 

Ken Bradshaw, the big-wave hell 
man, notorious (in North Shore 
terms) for his disciplined clean living, 
subscribes to the performance-en- 
hancement theory, but from the op- 
posite side of the fence. *Td like to 
see drug-testing," he said, “because it’d 
make the playing-field more leveL” 

But surfing is too much of a free- 
form activity for that Everyone’s 
afraid of a kind of Third Reich men- 
tality. In fact, drug-testing is now be- 
ing brought in by the Association of 

Surfing Professionals in professional 

contests. 

Kryppie is still cultivated in secret 
locations around the Islands and 
smoking it is held to be a virtually sa- 
cred obligation on the North Shore. 

It is like supporting local industry. 
A recent LA Tunes report, warmly wel- 
comed here, to the effect that 70 per 
cent of American basketball ers puff 


“Who was it?" asked a sympathiser. 

“Dunno," came the reply. “Been 
doing too much crystal for sure 
though." 

A doctor in the psychiatric ward ■ 
of the Kahuku Hospital blamed rel- 
atively high drag use - and youth 
delinquency - on what she called 
“North Shore neurosis". Anywhere 
else you can just be normally un- 
happy, she argued, whereas here you 
are not only unhappy but grot ty 
about being unhappy to boot, since 
in Hawaii happiness is a cultural im- 
perative; and if you add to that be- 
ing broke, when prosperity is next to 
Godliness in America, then you are 
doubly damned. 

is a forthcoming “S itrfer sfor 
Christ" contest on the island of Ka&ai, 
where participants are vowing, to 
“stand up for Christ" and “dedare 


grab anyone clse’s wave and 
there beamings so that other 1 
truistic surfers will feel the fa] 
of their superhuman charity. 

In this event you get scot 
virtue rather than style. 

But, ironically, the reason a 
turn to drags is because surfing 
a theology and promises mor 
it can ever deliver. The perfec 
- and sometimes even the im] 

wave - is as elusive as God and 

sence induces a void that hat 
filled somehow. Some get re 
others get high. 
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Incredible flight offer: Europe from £34 return 


easy Jet 


The Independent and Independent 
on Sunday, in association with 
easyjet are offering readers the 
chance to fly to Europe from an 
incredible £34 return or £22 one 
way (all prices include airport tax). 

This offer is available all summer long be- 
tween 21 February and 4 September 1998. 
Choose from Barcelona, Nice, Amsterdam, 
Geneva or Palma and in Scotland, Glasgow, 
Edinburgh. Aberdeen or Inverness. Flights 
to all destinations are from London Luton, 
while you can also travel to Nice and 
Amsterdam from Liverpool airport as well. 

If you live in Scotland you can fly from 
any of Lhc Scottish airports mentioned 
above, to London Luton flora £34 return (in- 
cluding airport tax). 

The prices for travel are divided into three 
bands - travel between February 21st and 
March 28th are one band, while travel be- 
tween March 29th and September 4th is di- 
vided into peak and off peak travel. If you 
want to travel off peak then use the grid to 
advise you of the best times to fly. 

The price grid shows the cost of a one 
way flight to each destination. If you choose 
to travel to a particular destination in band 
A, then you may find it is a different price 
to bands B or C. 


HOWTO BOOK 

Simply collect 12 differently numbered 
tokens from The Independent and 
Independent on Sunday (You must have 2 
tokens from The Independent on Sunday, 
tokens will be printed until Friday January 
23rd). 

Deride when and where you want to trav- 
el. You can book for up to five people with 
the one set of tokens as long as all passen- 
gers are travelling together. You can book 
up to two separate single or return journeys 
for up to 5 people - but each application musL 
be accompanied by 12 differently numbered 
tokens. 

On Saturday 24th January we will print 
a telephone number which you will use to 
book your flight 

You must book at least 3 weeks before 
you fly. 

You will need to keep bold of your to- 
kens as you win need to present them at the 
airport when you fly. 

For more information call the special 
phone line 0870 60 60 737 
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DESTINATION 


BANDA 

FEB 21 -MARCH 28 

Outbound {£) Inbound (£) 


BAND B 

MARCH 2? -SEPT 4 
OFF-PEAK 

OUtomdff] tnboural (£) 


BAND C 

MARCH 29 -SEPT 4 
PEAK 

Oufeound (E) Inbound (£) 


Barcelona 

22.00 

12.00 

34.50 

24.50 

39.50 

29.50 

Palma 

22.00 

12.00 

29.50 

19.50 

44.50 

34.50 

Nice* 

22.00 

14.70 

24.50 

17.20 

39.50 

32.20 

Amsterdam* 

22.00 

15.20 

24.50 

17.70 

34.50 

27.70 

Geneva 

22.00 

19.00 

24.50 

21.50 

34.50 

31.50 

Edinburgh 

22.00 

12.00 

22.00 

12.00 

24.50 

14.50 

Aberdeen 

22.00 

12.00 

22.00 

(2.00 

24.50 

14.50 

Glasgow 

22.00 

12.00 

22.00 

(2.00 

24.50 

(4.50 

Inverness 

22.00 

12.00 

22.00 

12.00 

24.50 

14.50 


■Prices from London Luton and Liverpool are the same. 

To calculate the return price add the outbound and 
inbound fares together. 

Rights between 29 March and 4 September have different prices for peak and 


off-peak travel. If you want to travel off-peak, choose to travel at less popular times. 
This guide will help. 


OFF-PEAKTIMEADVICE GUIDE 


There are only very few off peak flights in July and August. 

Weekend flights will be very popular - be prepared to cake alternative mid week 
flights. 

If offer fares are not available at a particular time, a normal priced seat can be 
bought In conjunction with an offer seat. 

There are no off-peak seats available on popular flights such as bank 
holiday weekends. 

Here’s more specific advice for more popular destinations 

Barcelona: There are no off-peak flights in July or August 
Palma: July and August are especially popular. 

Nice: Off-peak travel is only available In April. 

Geneva: Saturday travel before Easter is especially popular. 

Inverness: There is no off-peak travel in August 

Exclusions: You cannot fly with our offer during these rimes; 

All destinations: 9-1 4 April; 1-4 May, 22-15 May. 28-3 1 August 
Liverpool-Nice: 2-4 March, 20-23 May. 14 June. 

Nice-UverpooL 4-6 March; 25-26 May, 16 June. 

London Luton-Nice: 3-4 March; 20-23 May 13-14 June. 

Nice-London Luton: 24-26 May, 16 June. 

London Luton-Edlnburgh: 21-22 March. 

Edinburgh- London Luton: 22-23 March. 

London Lucon-Barcelona: 7-10 May. 

Barcetona-London Luton: 1 0-1 1 May. 

You cannot travel on flights scheduled to depart after 2pm on Fridays 
and Sundays. 


Amsterdam: One of five European destinations available 
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Day of travel London Luton Edinburgh to 

to Edinburgh London Luton 

hK* Dep. Air.- Dep. Art 
oi&'arta oas i&iSow orao 


Mon-Friday 'Whi f5T5 teas "Wl 0665 1110 




Day of travel London Luton Glasgow to 

to Glasgow London Luton 
F»ita Dep. Arr. Pisa Dep. Arr. 
UanfHtn GT\- 08t5 C330 OTZ OSSO CTJS 


AMCfl 

Day of travel 




London Luton 
to Aberdeen 


Aberdeen to 
London Luton 


Mon-Friday 

Mon-Fntjy 


>- 1515 1530 074 cggg na5 
L 1635 IPSO 076 1650 7605 


tttaa Dep. Arr. prno Dep. Arr. 
3ftl »4Q 1305 3C4 13CS WS 

307 n 33. T300 308 1 330 1440 

303 1*05 1525 308 1545 1710 



> riT r 7 t T l 
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□ay of travel London Luton Edinburgh to 
to Etfinburgh London Luton 

r mo" Dep. Ait. n*ta Dep. An 
Mon-Friday DtJ 0715 06i4 \0lE 0635 0745 


Mon^nday 01? 0715 QtC.4 -,018 0035 0745 

Morvrnday Jig. 0615 0928 ',W, C644 0956 

KfcKi Fmto v ..rei isoa i si9 ,-oie omB nee 

Mtn-Fndav '023 1835 1B30 .W 163B 1750 


Day of have) London Luton Amsterdam to 
to Amsterdam London Luton 


Samrda/ 031 : Ci2 9 2S38 0945 1058 

S unday . 03ft . 1QS5 H34 : ttM OB45 0055 

Sunea, Q4T. 3011 7170 . 036 IJM 1315 

Sunday 043: 2128 2237 .038 2140 2250 




Day of travel London Luton Glasgow to 

to Glasgow London Luton 

fit*. Dep. Arr. ft*? Dep. Arr. 


Oayoftravei London Luton Aberdeen to 
(o Aberdeen London Luton 

Ft no Dep. Air. Firij. Dep. Arr. 
Mon-Fnttay 303 1128 124# JOt: 1308 142B 



TERMS AND CONDITIONS 


I. lb g nn/ifr to apply t or Sights un- 
der this promotion rentiers must col- 
lect 12 differently numbered tokens 
from those printed in The Indepen- 
dent and the Independent on Sunday 
1 There are 50,000 seats available 
and they will be sold on a first come 
first served basis. Bookings are 
made subject to availability. 

3. Neither EasyJei or Newspaper 
publishing pic can beheld responsi- 
ble for cutlers who cannot get through 
10 the booking line. 

4. Token holders aged IS and over 
are entitled to purchase return flights 
for up to 5 people in one booking 
with one complete set of tokens for 
use on qualifying EasyJet flights 
only. Each return flight from either 
London Luton or Liverpool repre- 
sents a booking and there is a max- 
imum of 2 hookings per person. Each 
booking requires a complete sei of 
tokens. Applications for more than 


1 person arc valid only when they are 
travelling at the same rime, from the 
amp airport to the same destination 
and .where applicable, returning on 
the same flight 

5. Passengers under 16 must be ac- 
companied bv an aduh- Infants aged 
23 ninths or less -determined by ihc 

age on the date of travel - can trav- 
el free of charge on condition thai 
they share the sam e seat of travel as 
ihe adult accompanying them. Only 
one infant may accompany each 

adulL 

£ Passengers are responsible for ob- 
taining. and possessing (if appropri- 
ate) valid passports, visas and 
insurance, h » strongly recom- 
mended that passengers take out in- 
surance. All passengers trareffing on 
international flights must have a 
valid lOyearpassporr and necessary 
visas. Ah passengers travelling on do- 
mestic flights must have valid iden- 


tification e^, passport, driving licence 
or credit card. 

7. A fully completed collector term 
with 12 differently numbered tokens 
does not represent an entitlement to 
travel an a specific aiuie on a spe- 
cific date. 

8. Collector forms and tokens are non 
transferable, hare no cash value and 
must be surrendered when checking 
in for the initial flight. All bookings 
issued are non transferable and non 
refundable. 

9. This offer cannot be used in con- 
junction with cny other offer 

10. One special telephone booking 
number will be printed in The In- 
dependent on Saturda> 24 Januaiy 
lpdS. and repeated on Sundav 1-*. 
Monday 26 and Tuesday 2" January 
You can oniy book Aldus using thi^ 
number. Please do not call easy Jet 
on any other number or Newspaper 
publishing pie as your booking ivill 


nut be accepted. 

1 1. Bookings t'nr (lights « ill ...nly be 

taken by phone between 24 J.mujn- 
and 5 February PW inclush-e. tk«.'lc- 
ings will « mly be taken hetw een bpm 
and 1 1pm Monday -FrFJay and be- 
tween 12 nwii and Hipm »«> Satur- 
days and Sunday* during this period, 
li Calls will be charged ai the na- 
tional call rate. 

13. .MI outward and return travel 
must be taken between 21 February 
and 4 September I yiJ .S inclusive Mib- 
jeci i<> the evelu'ions listed in i"'i- 
dilion 14 helnw 

14. The eveluded penods f>«reoii.li 
non 13 are:- 

iai Trawl on Fridays and Sundays 
scheduled to com me nee after 
lUOprn. 

tb> Travel between ‘f-U Apnl. 1-4 
May. 22-25 May. 2S-5I August 
•ct Travel trom l.i\er|U-«I • Nia -• 
4 Marsh. 2i>2? May. M June. Nhy 


l> • Liverpool on 4-r* March. 25-2o 
Hiv. in June. London Lvb>n - Nice 
3-4 March. 3U-23 May. 
13-14 June. Nice to London Luton 
24-2t» May. 16 June 

id* London Luton - Edinburgh 21- 
22 March. Edinburgh to London 
Luton 22-25 March, 
tvl London Luton - Barcelona 7-10 
M.iv. Barcelona - 1.< indon L.uton 10- 
II May. 

15. Payment lor tickets under ibis 
promotion may only be made hv 
Switch. Mastercard. Visa, .\mcncan 
1 vpress. or Delta cards »«n ihe tele- 
phone at the ume ul honking. Pm- 
mcni lw cash or cheque will not be 
.mCepled. 

lb. All out hound flights must ongi- 
nate tn the L'K and in the ease ul Eu- 
ropean flights they must K- from 
villier I ondon I.umn or Liverpool 
airports 

[ 7 , No .literal tons, refunds or ex- 


changes will he permined after a 
booking has been accepted. All 
flights and schedules are subject to 
chance without prior notice. Previ- 
ous bookings, made prior to this pro- 
motion and for use during the period 
of ihix promotion cannot be ex- 
changed or refunded for any ticket 
acquired under this promotion. You 
must book nt least three weeks be- 
fore you fly. 

18. Easyjet reserve the right not to 
accept multiple applications and 
bulk applications from trade or so- 
cial groups. 

19. Easy Jet's conditions of carriage 
apply to all flights booked on the Pro- 
motion and shall prevail in the event 
(il any inconsistency with the terms 
of the Promotion. Easyjet reserves 
the right to vary its condi lions of car- 
riage. Copies are available at Easy- 
Jet sales poinLs. 

20. Once tokens have been re- 


deemed Easyjet and Newspaper 
Publishing plcshall not be h'able far 
any failure to fulfil ihk promotion 
where such failure is caused by any 
supervening circumstances amount- 
ing to force majeure. Such circum- 
stances shall include, but «ihall not be 
limited to, severe weather conditions, 
lire, flood, earthquake or severe 
movement of land or other natural 
phenomena, industrial dispute, war, 
riots, ads of God, supervening leg- 
islation or events which, without 
the fault of either party, render per- 
fonnacc Impossible or incapable of 
satisfactory execution. 

21. This offer is not available to em- 
ployees of Mirror Group or EasyJei 
or anyone associated wilh the pro- 
motion. 

22. EasyJct reserve (he right to 
refuse to honour any application or 
recover the cost of any hooking if it 
considers there has been an abuse of 


this promotion or breach of any of 
the terms or conditions of this pro- 
motion . 

23. The decision of EasyJei and/or 
Newspaper Publishing pic in all mat- 
ters under their respective control is 
final and binding. 

24. This promotion is not available 
in Northern or Southern Ireland. 

25. EasyJei is a member of ATOL - 
number 4053. 
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The official history of the Oxford and Cambridge . 
Golfing Society, recently published, is subtitled “100 
vears of serious fun". It depends what you mean . 
by fun. This week’s tornado would have beeo right 
up their fairway. The old Oxbridge Bhies have been 
battlingjhe elements in the President's Putter at- ; 
Rye in the-fiist 'week- of the New Year for more 
[item ^years-.Xhis-year.i' play startecUjqJIhuR; 
day and the ; final. takes-place tomorrow.- Jt < * 

Never cancelled in peacetime, the eventjsome- * ; 
times has to be postponed, as the latter stages were 
last year, and was once moved to littlestone in 
1963. They fly in from all over the world to de- 
light in donning two bobble hats and as many 
sweaters as be worn without hindering the 
swing completely, and axe never happier than when 
the flagstick attains a horizontal position. 

Long gone are the days when some of the finest 
amateur players in the country were eligible to com- 
pete, but the former England cricket captain Ted 
Dexter is a past champion. “We must be mad to 
be out here thinking we are enjoying ourselves," . 
be said last year, slightly letting down the side. 

Part of the attraction, of course, is recovering 
afterwards in the Rye clubhouse, a wonderful ex- 
ample of the traditional type. A concession has had 
to be made for the only woman to have played in 
the Varsity Match to be allowed into the gentle- 
men's bar, but it has not bothered Fiona McDonald. 

A few years ago, as an honorary male for the week, 
she ended up marrying a fellow light Blue. 

- Andy Forretf 
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PHOTOGRAPHS 

BY DAVID 
ASHDOWN 
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The ball used by each . 
year’s winner is hung 
from putters artistically, 
if somewhat oddly, 
displayed in the club- 
house (left). The flag of 
the Oxford and Cam- 
bridge Golfing Society 
flies In a typical breeze 
over the clubhouse 







Pictures hanging in the clubhouse of the first President's Putter to be 
played at Rye, on 28 March 1911 
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m Copies of these photographs - and any others by the 
Independent’s sports photographers David Ashdown, P£ 
ter Jay and Robert Hallam— can be ordered by telephoning 
0171-293 2534. • 
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Bullimore plays himself as nightmare scenario sees Bruce Willis meet The X Files 



CHRIS 

MAUME 

SPORT 
ON TV 


Think about it. You've spent a 
ooupie of days lying on a shelf 
in the hull of your capsized 
yacht, 1300 miles south of 
Australia, on that bit of the map 
where the first cartographers 
used to write, “here be drag- 
ons”. You’ve got frostbite, the 
skyscraper waves are starting up 
again, and you've eaten the bit 
of chocolate you had. Things 
can’t get any worse. 

Until you go to check on the 
life raft You try 10 push your way 
through the cabin door, which 
swings back on your hand You 
watch the top of your little fin- 
ger float away then get back on 
your shelf and wait to die. 

You will probably recognise 
this as the scenario played out 
by Ibny Bullimore a year ago, 
when his boat turned over dur- 
ing the Vendee Globe race, re- 
constructed in Miracle at Sea: 


The Rescue of Tony Bullimore 
(TTV). And there lies the prob- 
lem. Once I saw the words 
“This programme uses recon- 
structed scenes”, all I could 
think about was how it was 
made, and bow well Bullimore 
was playing himself. Du ring the 
action sequences in the hull of 
the Exide Challenger, it was all 
a bit Bruce Willis, and the 
question arose, where on earth 
were they filming this? Pre- 
sumably in one of those big film 
studio tanks. 

At one point it was less 
Bruce Willis than The X Files, 
when Bullimore’s wife, Lai, 
(whose bedside prayers in the 
.dark were kindly reconstruct- 
ed for us) had a mystical ex- 
perience: “I talked to him and 
then be answered I saw him on 
the shelf. I don't know whether 
you want to call it madness or 


not.” Meanwhile, B ullim ore, 
too, was talkin g to the skipper 
upstairs. "I bad a vision, I 
went back through time and 
space to get help, to an ancient 
place. There were people sit- 
ting and talking. One of them 
said, ‘Keep going. You’ll get 
there, you’ll get there.’ " 

Fortunately, there were five 
spotter planes and the HMAS 
Adelaide on hand as welL 

A more down-to-earth note 
was struck by Lai, when news 
of her husband’s rescue came 
through. “1 opened a bottle of 
champagne, and that went very 
quickly. And then I saw some 
brandy and I opened that as 
well. And then I saw some Bac- 
ardi and I opened that as welL" 
And then she went upstairs to 
deliver some tipsy prayers of 
thanks. 

Prayers would be the only 


rational response if you found 
yourself hurtling down a slope 
at around 60mph before 
launching into space. It was 
frightening enough watching it 
on Ski Sunday. Perhaps because 
it evokes memories of dreams 
of flying and falling, I find ski 

jumping an utterly compelling 
event (I speak solely as a view- 
er, of course), and BBCl’s 
coverage covers all the angles 
- inducting one virtually up the 
jumper’s bum as he glides 
through the emptiness and 
beads for terra finna. 

1 tuned into Ski Sunday by 
way of limbering up for next 
month's Winter Olympics, and 

with a s imilar idea in min d — 
preparing for Super Bowl - I 
renewed my nod din g( -off) ac- 
quaintance with American 
Football Big Match (C4). 

When C4 first put on grid- 


iron, it had a certain novelty val- 
ue. which admittedly wore off 
rapidly. However, time away 
has increased the appetite for 
extreme physical violence and 
obscure jargon, although the 
same things as before are still 
irritating - the stop-start nature 
of it, and the collective orgasm 
that shudders through the sta- 
dium when a gain of half a yard 
is made. 

The aggression is com- 
pelling. though. One hit the 
previous week, we were told, 
had resulted in a player biting 
through his tongue. Now that's 
what we want from our Amer- 
ican football. 

Speaking of dangerous 
sports, with ITV back in the FA 
Cup, there's an incentive to 
watch Bob Wilson negotiate the 
perils of a sentence without get- 
ting completely lost. As lost as 


Bullimore, in fact, but without 
the Australian mili tary to come 
to his rescue. 

Matters weren’t helped last 
Sunday by the fact that in the 
wake of the Skyed-up delights 
on show at Chelsea earlier in 
Lhe day, the Everton v New- 
castle game felt like crumbs 
from the high table. 

ITV have always suffered by 
comparison with the opposi- 
tion, though. It’s difficult to pin 
it down, but that Match of the 
Day feeling, as the music came 
on, was like slipping into the 
soft leather seats of some 
luxurious motor, a Morse-type 
Jag or an Austin Princess. 
Watching 77ic Big Match, or 
Soccer Special, or whatever 
they called it in your region, 
was like climbing into a Ford 
Anglia. The sets were cheaper, 
the graphics were tacky, even 


the picture quality was poorer. 

These days, it's more to do 
with the quality of the person- 
nel. Bob Wilson is crap. Jim 
Rosenthal is crap. Brian Moore 
is much-loved. And crap. Only 
Big Ron goes against type, his 
idiosyncratic turns of phrase 
raising baffled smiles ail round. 

Speaking of Rabbits 'n’ 
Headlights Rosenthal, in the 
early 1980s, when Liverpool 
used to pop across to Tokyo 
every now and tben for the 
World Chib Championship, his 
commentary was the subject of 
an enraged letter from a view- 
er, the most charitable adjective 
in which was “narcoleptic". 

1 felt bad after I'd sent it, 
thinking how upset he'd be if 
he got to read it. Nowadays, I 
do that kind of thing for a liv- 
ing. As my ex-wife used to say 
to me, “You've changed." 


Woodward quickly 
recruits Guscott 


CGve Woodward says he 
picks his England squads 
on form - a commodity 
Jeremy Guscott is 
seriously short of, thanks 
to the back problems 
that have prevented him 
playing this season. For 
all that, the Bath 
midfield centre is in the 
frame for next month's 
Five Nations' opener 
with France. A good job 
too, says Chris Hewett. 


Two draws and two sp anking s in 
four outings hardly constitute a 
dream start for Give Wbodward 
but there is at least an outside 
chance that the coach will head 
for France next month with his 
dream ticket in midfield. Jeremy 
Guscott is on the road to re- 
covery - so far down the road, 


indeed, that he is back in the Tbst 
squad after sax months of injuiy- 
ridden inactivity. 

Woodward named Guscott 
yesterday in a 24-man party for 
next Wednesday’s “planning 
and review” priw-wow at 
Bisham Abbey and it is possible 
that he did so more in hope than 
expectation. Almost the last 
thing the 32tyear-oId centre 
did on a rugby field was chip 
over the drop goal that won last 
s umm er's South African series 
for the Lions. A week later, he 
broke his arm in the early stages 
of the final Test and he subse- 
quently developed career- 
threatening problems with a disc 
in his back that required surgery 
two months ago. 

But Guscott hims elf is be- 
ginning to fancy his chances of 
a comeback, possibly in time for 
Bath’s Heineken Cup final with 
Brive on 31 January. “Things 
have gone well recently," he said 
yesterday. “Bath sent me to 


Pugh confident of resolving 
'little spat’ with English clubs 


The language will not have en- 
deared him to the big-ego busi- 
nessmen who run the major 
clubs in England, but Vemon 
Pugh is sure that he can sort out 
the “little spat” over fixtures. 

Pugh , the chairman of the In- 
temationa] Rugby Board, be- 
lieves a sensible solution beckons 
over the boycott of European 
games, providing die English 
dubs and European Rugby Cup 
Limited “show goodwill”. The 
dubs are unhappy , with next 
season’s fixtures which deprive 
them of cash-creating league 
games fora block of six weeks. 

He urged a commonsense 
approach and dismissed 
prospects of an Anglo-French 
tournament taking over as Eu- 
rope's premk^ dub competition. 

“A lot of water needs to run 
under many bridges before peo- 
ple can seriousfy talk about an 
Anglo- French tournament,” he 
said yesterday. “I say, with a de- 
gree of confidence, that Euro- 
pean rugby will continue much 
as it is. This situation appears 
to be nothing more than yet an- 
other little spat 

“If the English dubs’ real 
concerns are about the structure, 
then with goodwill on all sides, 
there should be no problem re- 
arranging the schedule. We will 
sit down and talk.” 

Cardiff’s little spat with the 


Welsh Rugby Union could see 
them expelled over their refusal 
to sign a 10-year agreement with 
the governing body. 

The WRU is losing patience 
and has called a special general 
committee meeting for later this 
month to decide Cardiff’s fate. 

“Cardiff are only prepared 
to reach a four-year agree- 
ment, which is totally unac- 
ceptable,” Glanmor Griffiths, 
the WRU general committee 
chairman, said. 

The agreement, which all 
seven of Cardiff’s Premier Di- 
vision rivals have signed, guar- 
antees each top-flight club 
£500,000 a year. 

A wake-up call from Leices- 
ter is not what most teams 
would like after a long lay-off 
but hosts Coventry cannot wait 
for today’s Tetley’s Bitter Cup 
tie to start The Premiership 
Hvo side have not played since 
20 December - a 46-8 thump- 
ing by Rotherham - but their 
coach, Derek Eves, believes 
the break will be beneficial. 
“Some players were complain- 
ing about being jaded, so the 
rest has been useful,” he said. 

In the only Premiership One 
match Northampton, at home 
to Sale, will be seeking their first 
try after failing to cross the op- 
position line in their last three 
League games. 


Lanzarote for some warm- 
weather training and that 
definitely helped my progress. 
If things continue in this vein, 
I hope to play a match within 
the next couple of weeks.” 

If Woodward's prayers are 
answered - die coach has always 
maintained thar a fit Guscott 
wonld be among the very first 
names on his team-sheet - Eng- 
land could march on Paris on 7 
February with the old maestro 
alongside the young pretender. 
Will Greenwood. They com- 
bined tbrillingly during the 
Lions tour. 

Woodward also has Mike 
Catt, another potential centre 
candidate, and Tim Rodber, Lhe 
Uoas No 8, back after injury. 

“We probably won’t train 
next week,” the coach said. “It 
will be more about planning and 
reviewing - but as far as Jerry 
is concerned, we want his input 
whatever his condition.” 

Rodber leapfrogs the out-of- 
form Chris Sheasby and joins 
Neil Back, Richard H3L Tony 
Diprose and the captain. 
Lawrence Dallaglio, in the back- 
row equation. There is significant 
activity in the front row, too. 
where Andy Long and Will 
Green, capped against the \talla- 
bies, are ignored. Kevin Yates, 
the ball-playing loose-bead spe- 
cialist from Bath, is promoted. 

Tim Stimpson. a Lion in 
summer but a bystander in win- 
ter, is omitted along wiih Ade- 
dayo Adehayo, the Bath wing, 
and John Bentley, who may 
soon find a full-time return to 
rugby league too templing to 
resist There is no room for Tony 
Underwood, either. 

The uni u eldest absentee of 
all is Alex King. The Wasps out- 
side-half was picked to face 
Australia in November but 
withdrew with knee problems. 
He has worked his way back to 
fitness and played at some- 
thing approaching full tilt in the 
Cup tie against Harlequins last 
weekend, but Paul Grayson’s 
revelatory form and Can’s re- 
covery from concussion have 
temporarily slammed the door. 

“I am pleased we have a 
reasonably stable squad,” said 
Woodward, who badly needs a 
victory in France to lend weight 
and authority to his radical 
attacking ideas. “I found the 
players I wanted during the 
autumn Tests, but there are also 
people outside this new squad 
who could play well for us in 
Paris. We will take the players 
in form." 


QUOTES OF THE WE EK 


• If you want to play at St 
James’ Park so badly, you! 
have to earn a replay. Victor 
Green. Stevenage chairman, 
to his team after they had ex- 
pressed a preference for 
playing Newcastle away in 
the FA Cup fourth round 

• He said tome Tm just caS- 
Ing to let you know that 
we’re not frightened of you 
Well play you anywhere - 
even on Hackney Marshes.' 
Green, on Newcastle man- 
ager ferny DaJgfeh. ■ 

• frn looking forward to go- 
ing back to being a nobody, 
but rSdefntely be buying the 
video. Paul David, Erntey 
scorer, following the 2-1 FA 
Cup defeat to West Ham. 

• Who knows, it may go to 
penalties and who knows, 
we may wii Alec McGhren, 
cfrector of Ehgtancfe cam- 
paign to host foe 2006 Wforid 
Cup, on Germany*? rival bid 


SPORTING DIGEST 


American football 

The Texan newspaper; 77ie Fort Worth 
Star-Telegram, reported yesterday 
that the Daflas Cowboys’ coach, Bar- 
ry Switzer, whose team tailed to 

make the play-offs for the first Urns 

since 199a has resigned. 
Athletics 

Lia Manofej, an Olympic goto meda^- 

fetinlha dscus and one of Bomarias 
great e st athletes, ded yesterday ri 
Bucharest of a heart attack after laps- 
ing rto a coma last week during 
sugary ftr a brain tunouc She was ffi. 

Basketball 

NBA: Seattle reCfewtandMjNwJMwea 
OrtwdoahSainmBnio1WD^8aX“ 
87 Houston 80; Utah W Uhrtutoa «a 

Boxing 

Scott Wttch, fiom Shoreham. e to face 
GemwyS Axel Schultz tor the vacant 
European heavyweight championship 
In Bertn or Hamburg on 28 February 
after the Croatian Zfcfcjo Mavrowc re* 

kiqLfehBdNBtifleAworiditfactBtoTge 

cottf result tor the winner in Septem- 
ber. pqssWyagahsttfw wjgjgjj 


old was a regular in Leicestershire's 
1996 county championship-winning 
side and has taken more than 300 firei- 
ciass wickets. 

Warwickshire made a pre-tax profit o* 

eS649iaftwarec3mtiJTW«o!E38m 

last yean 

Stuart Mitoum, of Hampshire, has re- 
tired at the age of 25 Because of a per- 
sistent shoulder injury. 

The farmer IbrtahirB opener; AsNey 
Metcalfe. 34. has signed to play Iwror 
Counties cricket tor Cumberland this 
year after cutting short a three-year 

contract with Notw^ham^va 

FIRST TEST 

(Kindji 5rt Lanka. Wrd day) 

Sn Lana vwn mss 

SHI LANKA - H«» Wlro* 4» tor 9 dec (M 
S AapffiTU 39B. P A OB SSra 7®. 

ZIMBABWE - Hf* Inrtnga 

lOwrrscyx: 36 tor 2 . , 

GjftmecdBSawo£3« .... " 

+ A Rower tut & WM3 B 

•ADR CmptM* c 

SjPusnpwumara Z 

c ea Swa S Murattnaran 

5 MjfBfctnaran . . 5 


PA 
H H 

a Bymtffl nee &a ........ _ 

B CSmnfiUMuflWwnn 
AGHucWebw* 3 ®'® 

Extra* (Bfi 32 r*T| . 

Tbtol- 


b 

2 

0 

IS 

140 


Cricket 

Somerset haws signed Adrian Pwsori, 


f3T£miQ: >46 4-7S S-75 fri« l-W B-O* 
Vk» 17-4-36-1 Gnfii ■ Pitfraetajrnare 

**325 &Sr. fi«! 

sSwImM. at S3* M- 12 - 0 . Jayasunya 
1-1 -tw 



Fainting line judges and hall boys 
might be a hazard at the Sim 
Qatar MobO Open, where rain 
and Ramadan have combined to 
make a strange opening week to 
the tennis season even curi- 
ouser. The singles quarter-finals, 
featuring Greg Rusedski and 
Tim Henman, w ere washed < iui 
last night. Weather permitting, 
the quarter-finals will com- 
mence at 1.0pm today, with ihe 
semi-finals played tonight as 
scheduled. 

Local Muslim linesmen and 
ball boys will have been fasting 
for six hours before Greg 
Rusedski, the No 1 seed, and his 
French opponent. Fabrics San- 
toro {No 8). arrive on the Cen- 
tre Court. This match is due to 
be followed by Henman, the 
fifth seed, who plavs Feir Kor- 
da (No 3). Fasting continues un- 
til sunset, around 4.30pm. 

Il is the first lime in the six 
vears of the tournament that the 
event has coincided with 
Ramadan, and the decision to 
play all the matches at nigbi was 


made for practical reasons as 
well as in deference to Islamic 
sensibility. 

During Ramadan. Muslims 
work during the morning and 
rest in the afternoon. “We have 
played at night to help the peo- 
ple who work at the tourna- 
ment. such as the line judges 
and ball boys." said Avman 
Azmy. the tournament director. 
“The} wi iuld be veiy tired work- 
ing while lasting every day." 

The arrangement has not 
meant a great loss in terms of 
tennis in the sunshine. Cold 
winds have made the Gulf a 
home from home for visiting 
players from northern Europe. 

in Adelaide. .Andre Agassi 
marched into his first semi-fi- 
nal at an ATP Tour event in 1 1 
months as the l'« irmer world N< » 
f> comeback gathered mo- 
mentum yesterday. 

Agassi recovered from los- 
ing the first set to beat the un- 
secdeJ New Zealander Bren 
Steven. 1-&. M. b-l in 44 min- 
utes in the Australian men's 


Second inning* 

GJRemetowbMufoWviran W 

awnmeHiMSM 36 

V. W Geodwnivs oiA • ; 

a a wwnar n« out - 

Extras ibi Kfip * 

Total Itoc 2 > - — 71 

Fall: i -66 2-68 

Bowtmg (to date): vaas &-’■ O Pusr^iaiMj- 
fSSa&S-WWrarM.i sr.» 2 - 

1-2-0. de SSi«a S-3-17-1 
SHEFFIELD SHIELD (TWiH day oOV“f) : **"*■ 
bourns: Now Sewn wa»s 532 try 9 <*k tR J 
Davucni&a M J Stow i 37 , and « tor Vt- 
icria 387 (O S Berry lOno' 

Football 

The Wesi Bromwich captain Daryl 
Burgsss, 26, has signed a three-year 
extension to Ns contract 
Chelsea are giving a trial to the 
Cannes’ French right-sided midfield- 
er. Laurent Chatvert The 2&-yeaMld 
is to ptay tor the reserves on Monday. 

CtYister Furst the Swedish inter na- 
tional. -s W a iwo-wee* trial at 
Southampton. The Cologne rrsdneia 

□layer, carped fou times by Sweden, 
hade Hs dehuttor the reserves ffi the 
3-T defeat aganst Arsenal on wreoTes- 

day. 

LOAN TRANSFERS: Wayrw Burned irrwt 

tettsl HuddertteWio Gmsoy lore montW- 

ed to Cenx>nac»Uni^lc*wmor»n) Andrew 

puncwi (detenueri Mar*cnesief United m 
2 anttr*ige U«! ad hum months) 


Golf 

VICTORIAN OPEN (Ueftiouma) leMfctCf «» 
end-round a cores (Aus unless slated): 133 
B k Inq rjf 65 13fl S L AyttX* 68 70. T FTCT 57 
A la vwcenie 70 66 139 D 'Tttopra 'Svw> 
70 60 M uin 70 6Sr D 71 68. J WW?- 
a S9 7a 1X0 A Rainier TO 70. R Ak-nty 71 fa. 
6 Chalrr»jrs 6? 71 L Parsons 70 70 Muwn 
S& P Ewvenpcn (NZ1 70 70. W Smrtn *8 
M Barry 73 57 A Bonhofme 71 6S 
MERCEDES CHAMPIONSHIP iCarlsbad. 

firsWBundecorasrUSunh^ 

66 N Price (Z«nV 67 E Bs 


ClBf)Laa_ 
slated): BS J 


|SA| FNoWO INZI W O 
1 1 rteostedl iSwei B Brown P SiantowsttS 
J .W& 70 L MW* s HO*. Ml Mcawraga 

DLdifl* SMcCaron JSwnen 71 SCrt. ni-op 
t*-, (GBi M CMaara 72 B Paw S EBJngton 
(Aus) T Woods 73 D Toms G Mormin lAuej J 
Lgonara PSaAnwai 74 T Herron. D Frasd iSAl 
75 VSngniF® 77 S Apptat'y (Ausl 

Ice hockey 

NHL- Boston 5 FWW& S Gerofr» 3 
dn 3 ion Murmaat 0 NY idandare 2. Wash- 
noton 5 NY ftorrturs 3; Cotoracto * Vancouver 
■1 Jon. Los Angeles 2 Buttilo 2 (on 

Rugby Union 

Moseley have tfsmssed Carl Haft the 
former Leeds rugby lea^je came toft 

_ ni^Ki lAflnna b-rtarmhnnaL Stfl 



Curium- 1 -- 

mwrship Two dub to rul. but Mosa- 

tey dam that as he had fatted to reach 

required fitness levels he was in 
preach of contract. Hal is now con- 
sidering an appeal. 


wales have received an invitation to 
play atther Namibia or Zimbabwe af- 
ar their 15-Oay tDLT of South Africa next 
summer. 

WALES TOUR OF SOUTH AFRICA: 12 Jun« 
ana Scmanc*^ fWTitank]; IE June; Boi- 
<)a i&a Landed). 19 Jwi* Nawi OXrten). 23 
June; Ganeng Falcons (Brakpan); 27 June: 
Sou Hr Africa (fieionaj. 

Skiing 

BRITISH CHAMPIONSHIPS (TjaflM. Ffl In- 
lenrnUonaL 1 C Cnw (Fr> it*i tLTBsac; 2 L 
Screroer (H) l 1 077: 3 A TOM IFr) 1 rOSQ Bnttth 
NtUonnl DowHMtt: 1 A FiBStMDter {Lodi hshl 
1 -K 20. 2 F lAdkol (BtM 1 3 G Bel 

|Hw«y on Thames) 1 1644 EMWi Lead Junior 


nasi 

Junior DownNH: 1 J MoiidenBnMn iLondonj 
l 1642. 2 R fireen (FaldrL) 1 1701: 3 ft KinM- 
ta (VaU) i *71 

Swimming 

WORLD CHAMPIONSHIPS Parti, Aus) Ob. 
mg 11m aBrawbaani) Qualifying round: Man: 
1 2 yin |Ol) 38631pB, 2 Y [CN 

37006, 3 H ScNepps (Gm) 35SSO: 4 P Sucnrl 
|THali 351®. S I Lflngyrt (Hung) 350®: BTOu- 
irat. (US) 348«; 7 D PUIar tAua34737. S P Can- 
ru (Corrt 34179, 9 P J Bogart MS) 33S37. 10 
E Sltwan pni 33790 Abo quMifiMl: 14 T Al 
iGfi) £643. 19 M Shpman (OBI 32301 WHar 
polo: Mem first raun± Uy fi tan i. KazMihsaan 
if. fiew Zealand E. Greece 9 Brads. Aa&afi 
Cnata 4. Hungary 7 M«oslaMa a Span O Sou* 
Africa 3; 9wakta 9 Canada 3: Aistrafe 7 US 6 
Woraon: Bm round: Canada 10 Brad 5. Methef. 
ends « KaraKhsran 4: Himgary tl Spain 3, Rus- 
si New Zealand «. Qrwc* 10 Baiy 4 ; us 9 
7 S yncleon te ad — dmailng: Seta Iran 


RUGBY LEAGUE 


Tunnidiffe sets out 
agenda for tenure 


Wayne Ferreira, of South Africa, feels the pressure as he falls to a 6-7, 3-6 defeat by 
France’s Cedric Pioline at the Hopman Cup in Perth yesterday Photograph: AP 

Rusedski takes a rain-check 


Neil Tunnicliffe has been given 
three months to show that the 
game should look no farther for 
its new chief executive. The 34- 
year-old with a doctorate in 
ancient history from Oxford 
stepped up into the job on a 
trial basis following the resig- 
nation of Maurice Lindsay, un- 
der pressure from the League's 
board of directors, this week. 

“I’ve been given three 
months to prove myself and also 
to see whether the role suits me," 
said T hnnic lrffe as he settled into 
the task at Red Hall in Leeds. 

Although he is a Lindsay 
protege, promoted to the posi- 
tion of deputy only last month, 
Tunniciiffe’s style will be radi- 
cally different. 

"We need to get away from 
the situation where the outside 
world knows who the chief 
executive of the Rugby Football 
League is but not the Great 
Britain captain," he said. “If, at 
the end of three months, peo- 
ple don’t have a due who I am, 
but know all about Andy Far- 
rell and Kris Radlinsld, I will be 
well pleased." 

Tunnicliffe said he was not 
worried about the possibility of 
a Super League breakaway, 
now that Lindsay and the Brad- 
ford Bulls and Super League 


chairman, Chris Caisley - often 
at odds with each other in the 
past - were now firmly in the 
same camp. “What we are 
working towards is the same sort 
of relationship that exists be- 
tween the Premiership and the 
Football Association," he said. 

Lindsay is in the same bund- 
ing at Red Hall working for 
Super League, and is expected 
to be confirmed in the new role 
of managing director of the 
organisation over the week- 
end, without the need for a 
planned meeting of clubs next 
week. Some clubs have 
expressed concern over the 
funding for the job. however, 
which comes out of RFL coffers. 

Malcolm White, the chairman 
of Swinton. has criticised the role 
of the League's chairman. Sir 
Rodney Whlker, in asking Lind- 
say to resign. His departure he 
said, could be “the deatL kneil 
for lower division clubs’ . 

Phil Clarke, the former 
Great Britain Jooae forward has 
taken over duties as chief 
executive at Wigan. One of his 
first jabs could be to fly to Bris- 
bane to sort out the transfer 
wrangle surrounding Wendell 
Sailor, the Bronco and Australia 
Test winger. 

- Dove Hadfield 


CRICKET 


hardcourt championships at 
Memorial Drive. ‘‘There are a 
few significant points of a come- 
back where you feel a surge and 
you feel yourself making a huge 
step. Today reflected a huge 
step." Agassi said. 

Steven said he was con- 
vinced of Agassi's readiness to 
resurrect his career after a fall 
in the rankings from No S to 122 
during W7. "It shows he's 
back in play for real because he 
stayed in there and gutsed it 
out." Steven said, referring to 
Agassi's fightback in searing 
temperatures in Adelaide. 

"Andre* is as fit as he’s been 
since he was Nol and he'U get 
better," said Steven, who 
described his own playing dur- 
ing the first set as the best ten- 
nis of his career. 

Agassi, a former Wimble- 
don. US Open and Australian 
Open champion, needed a wild- 
card to gain entry to the tour- 
nament as he is now ranked 1 10. 

-John Roberts 
Doha 


Guyana Test may be switched 


England and the West Indies 
may have to consider switching 
the third Test in Guyana if Lhe 
current unrest does not ease. A 
television station and England’s 
hotel have been the targets of 
“two small bomb blasts” in a 
wave of anti-government 
protests. The Foreign Office 
have described the political cli- 
mate as “tense and volatile", 
and advised Britons to travel to 
Georgetown only if necessary. 

Richie Richardson, the for- 
mer West Indies captain, be- 
lieves Lara may begin to feel the 
backlash against the West Indies 
board’s decision to relieve 
Courtney Walsh of his duties. 

“The first Test is in Jamaica 
and Brian could be in for a 
hostile reception from the 
Sabina Park crowd, for whom 
Courtney is their hero.” said 
Richardson, who led Lhe West 
Indies against England in 1994. 

“I feel sorry for Courtney 
and believe he should have 
been retained as captain.” 


For Richardson, Lara is whol- 
ly unsuitable lo replace Walsh. 
“It's going to be very difficult for 
so controversial a character,” he 
said. “Brian is taking over the the 
captaincy without necessarily 
having the total support of all the 
players. There are even those in 
his home country of Trinidad who 
have got doubts about him be- 
ing appointed captain." 

Walsh, 23 wickets away from 
Malcolm Marshall’s West Indies 
record, has yeL to decide if he 
will continue his Test career. 

Yesterday. England tried to 
get on with business as usual 
after fleeing the tropical down- 
pours in Antigua. They arrived 
five days ahead of schedule in 
Jamaica to find drier conditions, 
but yesterday's first fall practice 
session could not get under 
way until their gear arrived 
from Antigua, having been left 
behind because the flight and 
baggage hold were full. 

- David Held 
Jamaica 


pnrihnjrarv round: 1 O Ssdafcova (Rub) 
9903pts. 2 V Dedeu (RI HB600, 3 M Txdunena 
WWW 97733. 4 G Butov*) (Ifyi 9S4B7: 5K Um 
(US) 8603; 8 K todasza (Can) M800; 7 Mi u 
1O1) 04667; S C Thatasdnfdou (Or) 93933; 9 L 
UKU IMa) 6320(7 10 G UenguaJ (Sp) 93133 
Dual: technical preliminary round: 1 O Bms- 
nfclna. M KiSMtova |Rus) 844 B7 pis; 2 M 
TacKbona M Tatefa (Japan) 67200; 3 M Lw- 
nct C Massardter (Fr) 66067; 4 K Kutesza j iS- 
ton (Can) 85467; 5 C Barton. E Mattel (US) 
IS lin U Y&i Long fOfl 94667; 7= G Ba>- 

Bon rij fM Sftwi Hs-rrU In rte i l ftMMi liaMiiMi n 


6-1; P Hand (Berts) a S Amey IDartayj 6-3 5-7 
74 Senri finals: Spns bt WteaJ 7-6 6-3; tend 
HR»6-3&4 Women’s quartcr-lmate: C Smrtfi 
(Hens) br t_ Wnodrote (Surrey) w.-o; J Ward (ifct- 
EaswlM" 


6-2, L AW (De- 
6^ 6-4; K Cross 
6-3 6-1 Semi- 
te Smith 64? 6-1. Cross HNIM 


( Dwoc ij a L Wood 
finals: ward I 


Ttewtorfitou (Gfl 1 
Tennis 

AUSTRALIAN KEN’S HARDCOURT TOUR- 
KAMEMT (AdeUde) Stngtn, quarterflnaix A 
Agawi (US) w B Steven [NZ)1-e 9-1 6-1; J 
StowtiarafAiaJttNEeciJiteJftJG-Te-i 74: 
TWottfcrwpo (Aus) M J Golmard (Fr) 2-6 B-4 

AUSTRALIAN WtoMBTS HARDCOURT TOUR- 
NAMENT (Gold Coasfl Skigtes. iKnLfinatc 
M Vferto (Wn) M S PbJto (Ant) fi-2 M; A 
Suwama (Japan) W Wang SN-ang (TW) 7-5 
NEW ZEALAND WOMEN'S CLASSIC (Auste 
land) Stnglaa. eenri-finale: D van Roost (Bel) 
U A Mar ms) fr2 fr3; S Fbhb (N) M S 'baud 
(Fi) 6-3 7-d 

HOPMAN CUP UHED TEAMS TOUBNAMBIT 
(Perth, Aus) Group B: Franca bt South Africa 
34> iC Ptofine U W Ferrara 7-6 5-3; M Place U 
ACoetaa 6-36-3. Piofm and PMeM Ferrets 
and CMaar&4 7-6): US M Garmony 2-1 (J Stark 
U T HOBS 7-6 6-7 64. A Huber U C iwn fr3 

6 - 1 : Sort and FU*iWhfea& and tttefrSW) 
ftanca meet Steataa m toctey's finer. 
GIROBANK TOUR (Telfanfl Man's quaitarfi- 
noiK T Sttrta (NornU bt J Layne (Combs) ^ 44J 

7- 664; (Tumi (Henna) bl R Metrnsor (Sen) 
64 63. j Fra (Linc&) WN Wan (Whatm) frO 


TODAY'S 

NUMBER 

257,000 


The number of unsold 
tickets - out of 129 million 
- for next monthfe Winter 
Olympics in Nagano, 
Japan. Only Ulehammer 
four years ago, when 87 
per cent of tickets were 
sold, has enjoyed better 
sales figures. 
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Toon Army dreams 
of absent friend as 
thrills turn to chills 


As the first anniversary of 
Kevin Keegan's surprising 
resignation as Newcastle 
United manager passed 
this week, Simon TumbuH 
found the Toon Army still 
pining for the man they 
idolised. 


It is New Year's Eve in Newcas- 
tle. Four young men board the 
X32 at the Haymarket bus sta- 
tion, bound for Ashington, borne 
of the Charltons and Jackie Mil- 
bum. They have yet to become 
the worse for the early-evening 
drink they have taken on board. 
Such is their mood of merriment, 
indeed, they burst into voice. “He- 
ave, ee-aye, ee-aye. oh!" they 
chant. “Down the Premier 
League we go. We are very av- 
erage, We won't win anything. 
We are boring. We are boring. 
Dalglish is our king. Hey . r 

Two days later, in a tea-shop 
in the Northumberland coun- 
tryside, the talk is of what is 
known even in such genteel 
northern parts as “The Toon." 
The proprietor hands a toasted 
teacake to a customer out for the 
afternoon with his wife and 
young child “Are you going on 
Wednesday night, then?" he 
asks. “Not likely.’’ comes the re- 
ply. “They've got the money for 
ray season ticket. I won't give 
them another penny until they 
start to spend" 

When Wednesday came, 
16.000 of the Toon Army's sea- 
son ticket-holders -roughly half 
- were absent from St James' 
Park. Newcastle United had to 
take out half-page adverts in the 
Journal and the Evening Chron- 
icle in a desperate attempt to sell 
unwanted tickets on the day of 
the Coca-Cola Cup quarter-final 


against Liverpool. There were 
still 3,000 unoccupied seats. 

English football’s great en- 
tertainers have become the run- 
of-the-mill containers. As Ian 
Ferguson puts it in the latest edi- 
tion of The Mag, the best-selling 
Newcastle fanzine: “We have be- 
come a team which starts with a 
0-0 draw and tries to hang on to 
h." He adds that if Newcastle 
United were his girlfriend “I 
would have said it was time to 
split up and move on. For the last 
three months we've only had one 
good night to remember and the 
rest of the time you have just 
gone out of your way to embar- 
rass me in public and make my 
life miserable." 

It is an apposite analogy. A 
year ago, in the wake of Kevin 
Keegan’s departure, a German 
television crew stopped one of 
the black-and-white-clad locals 
in Newcastle’s Bigg Market and 
asked “Whatwfll it feet like when 
your team gets a new manager?" 
“Like finding wor lass in bed with 
another man,” he replied 

Nest Wednesday. 14 January, 
it wfli be ayear since the start of 
the affair between Kenny 
Dalglish and the Toon Array. It 
has been a rather curious one. 
Dalglish has taken Newcastle into 
the European Cup and to a fa- 
mous victory against Barcelona. 
But the fans have yet to take him 
to their hearts. As “Toon Army 
Pete" of Whitley Bay put it last 
week, on the letters page of The 
Pink, the Exerting Chronicle's 
sports edition: “Come back, 
Kevin. All is forgiven.'’ 

It is a popular sentiment on 
Tyneside 12 months after the 
high-profile changing of the 
manage rial guard at St James' 
Park. It is hardly surprising, ei- 
ther. given the bumpy manner in 
which the Magpies have fallen to 
earth since their 3-2 success 


KEEGAN V DALGLISH: HOW THEY COMPARE 


j Last five games under Kevin 
| Keegan: 23 Dec 1996: Liverpool (h) 
Prem 1-1 (Sheerer); 26 Dec: Bteck- 
txrn (a) Pram 0-1 : 2B Dec: Tottanhem 
Hotspx (h) Prem 7-1 (Shearer 2, fier- 
I dtoand 2, Lee 2, Atoert); 1 Jan 1997; 
Leeds (h) Prem 3-0 (Shearer 2, Far- 
I dnand); 5 Jan; Charlton Athletic (a) 
FA third round 1-1 (Lee). 


Previous five games under Kenny 
Dalglish: 21 Dec 1997: Manchester 
United (h) Prem 0-1: 26 Dec: Derby 
County (a) Prem O-l ; 28 Dec Liv- 
erpool (h) Prem 1-2 (Watson); 4 Jan 
1998: Everton (a) FA Cup third round 
1-0 (Rush); 7 Jan: Uwrpool (h) Coca- 
Cola Cl*> quarter-final 0-2. 


Keegan's last Newcastle XI: His- 
lop; Watson, Paacock, Abort, Beres- 
ford; Clark. Batty, Lee, Beardsley; 
Fertinand, Shearer. Substitutes not 
used: Barton. Eliott, Kitsoa 


Dalglish's most recent XI: Hislop; 
Watson, Beresford, Peacock. 


Atrert; Hughes, Batty, Lee. Barnes; 
GHespie, Hish. Substitutes: Given 


GBespte, Hush. Substitute 
(gk). Ketsbafa, Tomassoa 


against Barcelona in September. 

A ran of seven League 
matches without a win has left 
them on the slide, perched pre- 
cariously in the bottom half of the 
Premiership table. The last time 
Newcastle endured a longer win- 
less streak in one season, the 
final nine games of the 1988-89 
campaign, they slid into the old 
Second Division. 

Dalglish's team line up 
agains t Sheffield Wednesday at 
Hillsborough this afternoon 20 
points behind Manchester Unit- 
ed but just six points ahead of 
Everton and Spurs. They have 26 
points from 19 Premiership 
games. Sunderland bad 23 at the 
same point last season and no 
one on lyneside needs remind- 
ing of the fate they suffered on 
the May day of reckoning. 

The prospect of passing Sun- 
derland on die way down to the 
First Division is too great a 
nightmare for the Tboa Army to 
contemplate. For the time being, 
they are simply aggrieved that the 
perceived dream football of the 
Keegan era has given way to the 
stupefyingiy pragmatic. 

“You want to know the mood 
of the fans !" Dave, one of the 
restless natives filing out of St 
James’ on Wednesday night ex- 
claimed. “Ask anyone. We're 
sick of watching boring football." 

You will struggle to find any 
Newcastle supporters still cling- 
ing to the belief that Alan Shear- 
er is the only vital ingredient 
missing. You will, it must be said, 
also struggle to find those con- 
vinced that Dalglish will come up 
with a trophy-winning recipe. 

Yet it is difficult not to sym- 
pathise with the man who is not 
exactly flavour of the times on Ty- 
neside. Newcastle’s transforma- 
tion. as the North-east playwright 
Peter Mortimer this week chose 
to put it “from Keegan's trou- 
badours into Dalglish’s don- 
keys" is not as black and white 
as it seems. 

Newcastle were not always 
strolling minstrels when Keegan 
had the whip hand. They were as 
grey and lifeless at times as 
Dalglish's team have undoubt- 
edly been in recent weeks. In- 
deed, this is the fourth successive 
term in which Newcastle have 
been afflicted by mid-seasonal 
affective disorder. 

Three years ago. they suffered 
the slump that prompted the sale 





Magpie moments: Kenny Dalglish (main picture) 
milks the fans* approval before his first match in 


charge while (left) one supporter displays his 
frustration by hurling a Newcastle shirt at 


Dalglish, whose predecessor, Kevin Keegan 
(right) , shows his frustration in his final days 

Photographs: AJIsport/The Mirror 


of Andy Cole. Two years ago, 
they lost their 12-point lead at the 
top of the Premiership. And last 
season they went seven League 
games without a victory shortly 
before Keegan packed his bags. 

’ That latter streak, which 
matches the current one, has 
been conveniently overlooked by 
Dalglish's critics. Newcastle 
failed to win those games even 
with Shearer leading their for- 
ward line. Keegan knew his side, 
once again, were not quite cham- 
pionship-winning material. 

He had put the bank on 
Shearer, and tempted fate by 
parading him at an all-ticket 
signing ceremony at St James' 
Park. It was a gamble for which 
Dalglish has been made to pay. 


Keegan left not just because 
he could see another title chance 
disappearing, but because of 
Newcastle's imminent stock ex- 
change flotation. It has been dear 
from Dalglish's failure to sign ad- 
equate striking cover for Shear- 
er and Faustino Asprilla that 
there has been do bottomless pot 
of gold like the one into which 
his predecessor could dip. Kee- 
gan never had to skim the free- 
transfer market for such 
short-term long shots as Ian 
Rush and John Barnes. 

Dalglish would not have been 
obliged to do so had he been left 
a decent depth of reserves. Kee- 
gan s decision to remove New- 
castle's second team from the 
Fomins League last season cut 


off a vital production line and led 
to the sale of such unemployed 
assets as Darien Huckerby and 
Chris Holland. 

It ought not to be forgotten, 
too, that Dalglish reversed New- 
castle's form in the second half 
of last season, guiding them into 
the qualifying round of the 
Champions' League with an un- 
beaten run of lOgamesand a 5-0 
scything ofNottingham Forest on 
the final day. And Newcastle, 
even without Shearer, looked 
promisingly like the part in then- 
early games this season, until in- 
juries to Stuart Pearce and 
Alessandro Pistone punctured 
their new-found defensive 
bouyaney. 

It remains to be seen whether 


Premtershlp position at the thne of 
Keegan's resignation (7/1/97): 
Fourth live paints behind the lead- 
era. Liverpool 


Premiership position after New- | 


castle's last game (28/12/97): 
Seventh, 20 points behind the lead- 


EJeventh, 20 points behind the 
era Manchester United. 


BLACK AND WHITE HIGHLIGHTS: DALGLISH'S FIRST YEAR AT NEWCASTLE 


Virgin 


Savers. 
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14 January 1997: Datgfeh 
takes over, with Terry 
McDermott as his No 2. 

15 Jan: Oalgfist* first 
game Alan Shearer scores 
lOOth-minute wtoner in 2-1 
home victory to FA C14) 

1 third round replay agatosi 
Charlton. ‘Its nice to be 
back. Ift better than work- 

1 ing,"DaJgfish says. 

18 Jan: DalgSshS first Pre- 
rntersttp game, away at 
Southampton, ends 2-2 tf- 
ter Newcastle Jose tvw-goal 
lead in final three minutes 
25 Jan: Knocked out of FA 
Cup by Nottingham Forest 
6 Fab: Raul Kltson sold » 
West Ham for £25m. 

24 Feb: CL5m bid for 
Crewe's Danny Murphy 
rejected. 


I March: Newcastle^ first 
Premiership defeat since 
Dalgfahfr arrival at home 
game 10 Southampton. 

4 March: Monaco beat 
Newcastle 1-0 in Uefa Cup 
quarter-finals 
18 March: Monaco win re- 
tun leg Ml 

6 May: Newcastle held 0-0 
by West Han whle Man- 
chester United take the 
Premiership title by drawing 
3-3 against Middlesbrough. 
8 May: Jon Dahl Tomasson 
signs Newcastle spoil par- 
ty at OM Traftord as cham- 
pions are held 0-0. 

II May: Newcastle beat 
Forest 5-0 at SUames’ to 
Irish second and claim a 
place to European Champi- 
ons’ League quafifytog. 


29 May. Shay Given signs 
from Black bum for £15cn 
4 June: Lee Ctark sold to 
Sunderland for E25m 

I July: Robbie ElSott sold 
to Bolton tor C32m 

II July. Temuri Ketsbaia 
arrives from AEK Athens on 
free transfer. 

15 July: David Ginoia sold 
to Tottenham for £25 m 
18 July; Stuart Pearce 
Joins free from Forest. 

25 July: Alessandro 
Pistone skyied for £43m 
from Wemazlonate. 

26 July: Alan Shearer car- 
ried off at Goocflson Park 
with severe ankle Bgament 
damage n pre-season tour- 
nament 

9 Aug: Faustino Asprilla 


scores twice to first game 
of 1997-98 season in 2-1 
win against Sheffield 
Wednesday: 

14 Aug: John Barnes signs 
on free transfer from Liver- 
pool 

15 Aug: Ian Rush signs on 
free transfer from Leeds. 

20 Aug: Peter Beardsley 
sold to Bolton V&nderers 
tor 2300000. 

17 Sept: Newcastle beat 
Barcelona 3-2 to Champi- 
ons’ League debut Asprilla 
scores a hat-trick. 

1 Oct Came back from 2-0 
down to draw at Dynamo 
Kiev. 

22 Oct Newcastle lose 1-0 
at PSV Etotfwven. 

5 Nov. Lose at home to 


PSV at SUames’ Park and 
are al but out of European 
Cup 

26 Nov: 7000 fotow New- 
castle to Barcelona to see 
1-0 defeat Players Jeered 
off Nou Camp for fa&ig to 
aknowledge traveling • 
loony Army. 

10 Dec: Dynamo Kiev are 
beaten 2-0 at St James 
Park In last Champions' 
League match. 

21 Dec Manchester United 
win 1-0 at St James' Park. 
Former Magpie Andy Cole 
heads the winner. 

28 Dec: Lose 2-1 to Liver- 
pool foiowtog defeat at 
Derby. 

4 January 1998: Everton 
beaten in FA Cup by an Ian 
Rush goal 


irreparable damage has been 
done to the visions of trophy-win- 
ning grandeur that were inflat- 
ed in loon Army minds by the 
bold proclamations of Keegan 
and Sir John HalL Dalglish, of 
course, knows that it is good to 
talk. It is just as well, given the 
strong verbal defence thatwas re- 
quired for his toughest fixture to 
date this season: against Jeremy 
Paxman on Thursday night. 

“Now, to the burning question 
in soccer,” the Newsnighl an- 
chorman said, before launching 
his smarm offensive: “Is Kenny 
Dalglish a big girl’s blouse?” 
There was barely a flicker of re- 
sponse on Dalglish’s face, let 
alone the tell-tale flutter of mas- 
caraed eyelashes. He even rode 
the charge of managing “a plu- 
tocratic side" without dropping 
his doughty Glaswegian guard or. 
indeed, stopping to consult his 
dictionary. 

It is. though, a sign of the 
changed times for the Toon 
Army that their once-beloved- 
black-and-whites will not be the 
nation's darlings when Newcas- 
tle pay their reluctant visit to 
Stevenage in the fourth round of 
the FA Cup. The conquerors of 
the £400m pride of Catalonia are 
running scared of the part-time 
Borough boys of Broadhall Way. 
There will be a few broken 
hearts if those fears are realised 
in humble Hertfordshire on 25 
January - but not as many as 
there would have been 12 
months ago. 


FOOTBALL 
AROUND. 
THE WORLD 
BY RUPERT 
METCALF 


Trinidad 


A team from Trinidad 
called Joe Public want to 
join the United States’ 
Major League Soccer. 

Not even the anticipat- 
ed cost of launching a 
F ranchis e. $20m (£12 Am) 
has put them off. That is 
the amount spent by 
Chicago Fire, who, along 
with Miami Fusion, are 
joining MLS this .year. 

“Ws are testing the wa- 
teii” Joe Public's manag- 
er, Richard Abraham, 
said. “The MLS are saying 
that they are catering for 
American teams only, but 
we have heard that a- Ca- 
nadian team have applied 
for a franchise. If that is so, 
then the MLS have no al- 
ternative but to consider 
our application also.” 

They have along way to 
go, though. Last year they 
finished runners-up in 
their first season in Trini- 
dad’s semi-professional 
league, earning promo- 
tion to the Caribbean 
Football Union’s Carib- 
bean League. They will 
need more than just play- 
ing prowess to progress arty 
further, though. 


Hungary 


• WEEKEND FIXTURE GUIDE 


The Ferencvaros forward 
Igor Nicbenko should have 
been resuming his suc- 
cessful career with the Bu- 
dapest chib this week after 
the Hungarian League's 
winter break. Insread, he 
is likely to be in an army 
barracks somewhere in 
Ukraine. 

Nichenko has failed to 
report back to Ferencvaros 
after a trip borne, prompt- 
ing speculation that he has 
been conscripted to the 
Ukrainian military. 

The Budapest newspa- 
per Nepszava reported on 
Thursday that the Ukrain- 
ian authorities had appre- 
hended the 26-year-old as 
he renewed his passport in 
Kiev. It added that the 
Ukrainian police had been 
attempting to contact tbe 
player for two years. 

Nichenko’s agent, Ser- 
gei Kuznetsov, told an- 
other paper. Named Sport, 
that be believed the play- 
er had probably been con- 
scripted. 

“We have heard the 
news, but we have yet to 
have it officially con- 
firmed.” Laszlo Gal, the' 
Ferencvaros technical di- 
rector, said. “Igor had a 
problem with his work per- 
mit here and went back to 
Ukraine to sort out his 
passport.” 

Nichenko has been one 
of the most prolific scorers 
in Hungary during the past 
three seasons. Two years" 
military service is, howev- 
er, compulsory in Ukraine 
for all adult males under 
the age of 28. 
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Gods own coach on a mission of mercy for the lad Heckinbottom 



THE 

GAFFER 

TAPES 


We received a postcard at the 
Old Cornfield this morning, 
from Goa. Nothing strange in 
that -the office staff are always 

doing this in the winter, letting 
us know that while we are 
struggling around the garden 
recovering laundry after the 
gales, or sliding across Mack ice 
into the neighbour's MGF, 
they are ginning the mselv es on 
some beach leering at the tal- 
ent. 

However, this postcard 
came not from one of our 
wannabe Shirley Valentines 
but from Brian Heckinbot- 
tom, our blunt instrument of a 
centre-forward who’s supposed 
to be battering defenders on 
our behalf this afternoon. In a 
way it’s a relief; at least we 
know where he is. Ever since 
the normally reliable Man- 
cunian failed to make training 
on Monday we’ve been worried 
about him. 

We checked the obvious - 
wife, mum, credit card agency, 


his tab at the Mop & Bucket 
- and the signs looked bad. All 
his bills had been paid up to 
date on Sunday, while both his 
women bad been told he was 
going away on a club tour. We 
began to fear he'd jumped 
into the Sludgethorpe Canal 
and were about to ask the 
cops to dredge it when the post- 
card arrived. 

It seems he wants to find 
himself and is considering giv- 
ing up the game and become 
a hippy. His failure to make the 
Jamaican World Cup squad ap- 
pears to hit him hard. Despite 
being no more Jamaican than 
William Hague (wearing a 
baseball cap at the Netting HUl 
carnival, having “One Love" on 
CD, etc) he saw it as his last 
chance of international foot- 
ball. 

It’s a savage blow for the 
club. He, Fritz Unstartz and 
Ego Massive had struck up a 
fine partnership up front. Bri- 
an would cow the defence into 


submission with a well-timed 
(Le. when the ball was at the 
other end) elbow and Fritz and 
Ego would take advantage. 

In desperation we've turned 
to God - well, his right-hand 
man. Glenn Hoddle is flying 
out tomorrow. As the FA's 
counsdJor-in -chief he felt he 
had a responsibility to answer 
the call He's going to com- 
mune with Brian and uy and 
raise his karma over a kilo 
(Glenn promised Gr aham Kel- 
ly be won't inhal e). Naturally, 
half a dozen hacks have wan- 
gled a trip on expenses to fol- 
low the “story" but Glenn's 
hoping to shake them off. 

He’s dedicated and, if be 
has to. he's prepared to bring 
Brian into the England squad 
to lure him back. This is a great 
gesture, but we’re hoping he 
doesn't actually have to pick 
him as that means we'U have 
to pay Whippet Athletic, his 
former club, an extra £250.000 
as part of the transfer deal. 


In the meantime I'm fol- 
lowing up a lead from Ego 
about a hard-man striker he 
knows in Central America 
called Che Revolia. Apparently 
Barcelona, Real Madrid and 
Juventus have all been tr ailin g 
him but there are complica- 
tions, so we may be able to nip 
in. 

On the credit side the work 
permit for Swettie Bettie, 
Fritz's personal tea lady, has 
come through so Fritz is stay- 
ing. The Ministry of Employ- 
ment had been dealing with 
some Swiss PE teacher but 
they dropped everything when 
Swettie made her personal 
approach. They obviously 
liked her as she's also got per- 
mission to do some modelling, 
and she had a picture shoot 
yesterday for the The Moon's 
page-three brew-up. I think she 
could be a good signing, es- 
pecially as she's agreed to ser- 
vice the ref at home games as 
well as Fritz. 


Meanwhile we were on the 
wrong end of a shock in last 
week's FA Cup, winning 3-0 
away to another Premiership 
side. Shaun Prone scored a hat- 
trick with all three goals set up 
by Ivor Niggle. This opened up 
ail manner of fourth-round 
nightmar es, but we’ve managed 
to avoid Stevenage, or the 
prospect of playing Hereford 
or Cheltenham. Instead we’ve 
drawn a respectable First Di- 
vision team away from home, 
the sort you can lose to with- 
out disgrace. 

But it's back to the league 
this week and, typically, the 
Prone-Niggle partnership is 
back in the sick room. Prone's 
got a swollen head while Nig- 
gle has a punctured ego after 
the chairman turned down his 
request for a bonus with the re- 
sponse that he “wouldn't get a 
bean until he went a month 
without injury". 

Barry Gaffer was talking to 
Qenn Moore 


Kendall slates Spurs 
over transfer rebuff 


Howard Kendall, the Everton 
manager, has criticised Totten- 
ham following the collapse of 
Andy Hinchdiffe’s £3m move to 
White Hart Lane. The England 
international was sent back to 
Good iso n Park on Thursday 
after it was revealed he is suf- 
fering from an AchiQes injury. 

“The whole affair has been 
like an Brian Rix farce," Kendall 
said. “The way things have been 
conducted is not at all profes- 
sional. Having gone so far down 
the road to si g nin g the player, to 
pull out just because be may pos- 
sibly be unavailable for one 
match is absolute nonsense.” 

Everton are incensed with 
suggestions from Spurs that they 


deceived the Londoners over 
HmchcKff e’s fitness, amid dahm 
that an extra payment on the fee 
had been agreed as long as 
Hmchdiffe was not cup-tied by 
playing for Everton last weekend 
against Newcastle. Spurs pulled 
back from the deal because they 
wanted Hmchcliffe to play for 
them at Manchester United to- 
day, claiming he would not have 
been fit Everton denied knowl- 
edge of any such arrangement. 

As Christian Gross’s shopping 

expedition continues, Juventus's 
Portuguese left-back, Manuel 
Dimas, is the Tbttenham man- 
ager's latest quarry. Spurs have 
approached the Italians with an 
offer for the 28-year-old de- 


Keane out for nest of the season 


Roy Keane will not return this 
season for Manchester United 
even though he is recovering well 
from his knee injury. The 
Republic of Ireland midfielder 
has been swimming and cycling 
to buildup the strength m his in- 
jured knee following fads cruci- 
ate ligament operation last year. 

This week Keane began jog- 
ging for the first time since he 
suffered the injury, against 
Leeds in September. 

The United manager, Alex 
Ferguson, confirmed that the 
26-year-old was making good 
progress, but said he would 
not be rushed back. Keane is 
due to begin full training in 

SCOTTISH LEAGUE 


April before returning to action 
for the start of next season. 

“Key’s doing light jogging 
now -that’s all,” Ferguson said. 
“The schedule doesn't change 
and it will still be April before 
be starts full training and he 
won’t be badk before tbe start 
of next season." 

The Aston VQla midfielder 
Sasa Currie is to have talks with 
Besitkas coach John To shack 
this weekend about a possible 
move to the Thrkish club. The 
Villa manager. Brian Little, 
said that ViQa have received an 
approach for Curcic, who has 
bad an unhappy time since his 
£4xn move 17 months ago. 


fender and were dose to agree- 
ing a£2m Heal. 

Dimas, who joined Juventus 
from Benfica a year ago. played 
for Juve in the opening Cham- 
pions’ League qualifiers, but 
was then left out of the side when 
Maureno Torricelli returned 
from injury. 

Ruud Gullit has rounded on 
his Norwegian goalkeeper. Rode 
Grodas. Despite w innin g an FA 
Cup winner’s medal in May, the 
33-year-old has not even been on 
the bench this season. “I told him 
at the beginning of the season 
that I wasn’t happy with him." the 
Chelsea manager said. The dub 
has put Grodas up for sale, but 
have received no offers. 

“It’s not our fault,” Gullit 
said. “Nobody wants him. That 
says something about how he 
played last season. You'D have 
to ask him why he's staving. 
Maybe it's the money. If he 
doesn't want to go, we can't do 
anything." 

Another goalkeeper with 
problems is Bernard Lama, who 
may be on his way out of Upton 
Park without playing a game for 
West Ham. The French goal- 
keeper needs first team football 
to enhance his chances of mak- 
ing the France World Cup 
squad, but manager Harry Red- 
knapp refuses to drop the in- 
form Craig Forrest. Lama could 
well look elsewhere, and Red- 
knapp said, “I don't know how 
long he'll stay if he doesn’t play. 

- Alan Nixon 



Tottenham’s Jurgen Klinsmann (left) trains with his new team-mate, Nicola Berti, in 
preparation for this afternoon’s match at Manchester United Photograph: AP 
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Emerson staying at Boro 


Farry prepared to punish Gascoigne 


Jim Farry, the Scottish Football 
Association chief executive, has 
given the strongest indication 
yet that Paul Gascoigne could 
still be punished for his flute- 
playing antics. 

Gascoigne was caught on 
camera impersonating a flute 
player as he warmed up during 
the second half at the Old Firm 
game on New Years Day. 

Fairy is threatening to dis- 
cipline Rangers and the England 
midfielder unless tbe Scottish 
champions take appropriate ac- 
tion. He also suggests the dub 


should make the punishment 
public. 

“Gascoigne's action was trn- 
professional and inflammatory.” 
Farry said. “Having been down 
this road before I wonder to 
what extent the assodation's 
signals to dnb and player have 
been heeded. If necessary then 
I am in no doubt that the asso- 
ciation wzU bring this message 
home graphically." 

Michael O'Nefll is ready to 
mat: a his debut for Aberdeen at 
Ibrox today after the Northern 
Ireland midfielder came 


through a reserve match on 
Wednesday unscathed. 

O’Neill joined the Dons on 
a three-month loan deal from 
Coventry last week but was un- 
able to play because his clearance 
had not been received in time. 

Dunfermline face bottom 
club Hibernian at Easter Road 
without a win since the middle 
of November but their assistani 
manager, Dick Campbell, re- 
mains optimistic. “We know 
that a couple of wins will send 
us back up the table and lhat is 
what we are striving for." he said 


The long-running saga of Emer- 
son's future at Middlesbrough 
took a new turn yesterday when 
Biyan Robson, his manager, 
said there was no truth in a re- 
port that his Brazilian midfield- 
er had signed for Fiorentina. 

Robson said the report was 
“absolute rubbish." Emerson 
has been fined and dropped by 
the First Division leaders after 
returning late from a Christmas 
holiday in Brazil while he was 
serving a suspension. 

Middlesbrough face a tough 
lest of their promotion creden- 
tials today when they travel to 
Charlton, who have climbed to 
fourth in the table. Clayton 
Biaekmore. who missed the first 
half of the season with a stress 
fracture, is pushing for a place 
in Middlesbrough's line-up. Gi- 
anluca Festa is suspended. Cur- 
tis Fleming is out after having 


an appendicitis operation and 
Anthony Ormerod returns after 
recovering from groin trouble. 

Charlton must decide 
whether to play Bradley Allen 
or Mark Bright following Carl 
Lcabum's move to Wimble- 
don. Matt Holmes has recovered 
from injury but lacks match fit- 
ness and will be a substitute. 

Nottingham Forest in second 
place, welcome back Pierre Vrn 
Hocijdonk. Steve Stone and 
.Andy Johnson for the visit of Port 
Vhle. Jun Hjclde is out with a 
hamstring strain and Colin Coop- 
er reverts to centre-back. The Fart 
Vide full-back Matt Canagher has 
been ruled out after suffering a 
recurrence of a stomach strain. 

Frank Clark could hand the 
captain's armband for today's 
match at Portsmouth to his for- 
mer Pnmpey player. Kit 
Svmons. who lost the captaincy 


a month ago. Kevin Horiock and 
Gerard Wiekcns have been in- 
jured while in charge. Richard 
Edghill is in contention to re- 
claim his right-back place after 
serving out his suspension. Adri- 
an Whitbread and David Hilh- 
er are fit again for Portsmouth. 

Sunderland will name an un- 
changed team for the ninth time 
in succession as they look to 
avenge their defeat on the open- 
ing day of the season at Brnmall 
Lane. Sheffield United's Nor- 
wegian striker, Jan Age Fjortfofl, 
is battling to recover from ton- 
sillitis, while defender David 
Holdsworth has missed training 
all week with a groin strain. 

Biyan Gunn is set to make his 
first appearance of the season for 
Norwich at Wolves, who are 
without the suspended Sieve 
Sedglev and Paul Simpson. Don 
Goodman is fit again. 


SNOW REPORT 


“I MAJOR WEEKEND FOOTBALL FIXTURES AND POOLS ; CHECK 
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TODAY 

FA Carling Premiership 

1 Arsenal v Leeds 

2 Aston Villa v Leicester 

3 Bolton v Southampton 

4 Chelsea v Coventry 

5 Crystal Ffclace v Everton 

6 Liverpo^ v Wimbledon 

7 Manchester Utd v Tottenham 

8 Sheffield Wednesday v Newcastle 

9 West Ham v Bamsiey 

Nationwide Football League 
First Division 

10 Charlton v Middlesbrough 

11 Huddersfield v Oxford Utd 

12 Ipswich v Queen's Park Rangers 

13 Nonngham Forest v Port V3le 

14 Portsmouth v Manchester City • 

15 Reading v Bury 

16 Stockport v Bradford City .. 

17 Stoke v Birmingham 

18 Sunderland v Sheffield Utd . . 

19 Wolves v Norwich 

Second Division 

20 Bournemouth v Northampton 

21 Brenttord v MiSwall 

22 Bristol City v Grimsby • • 

23 Burnley v Watford 


24 Cartel* v Southend 

25 Luton v Blackpool 

26 Plymouth v Bristol Rovers 

27 Preston v GIBngham 

28 Walsall v Chesterfield 

29 Wrexham v Fufiam 

30 Wycombe v Wigan 

31 Vbrk v Oldham 


45 Falkirk v Hamilton 

46 Morton v Airdrie .... 

47 Partick v Stirling..., 

48 Raith v St Mrren 


Second Division 

49 Brechin v Clydebank 

- Livingston v Inverness Cal . 


Third Division 

32 Barnet v Rotherham 

33 Brighton v Swansea 

34 Cambridge Utd v Scarborough 

35 CartSff v Leyton Orient 

36 Darlngion v Cblchesler 

37 Doncaster V Shrewsbury 

38 Hartlepool v Exeter 

39 Hid v MansfieH 

- Lincoln City v Chester 

- Rochdale v Notts County 

- Scunthorpe v Peterborough 

- Torquay v Macclesfield 


Third Division 

- Afoion Rovers v Montrose 

- Alloa v Berwick Rangers 

- Arbroath v Queenfc Park. 

- Dunbarton v Cowdenbeath 


Bell’s Scottish League 
Premier Division 

40 Dundee Utd v Kilmarnock 

41 Hibernian v Duntermine.... 

42 Motherwell v Celtic 

43 Rangers tf Aberdeen 

First Division 

44 Ayr v Dundee 


Tennents Scottish Cup 
Second round 

- East Stnfngshlre v Edfriburgh City 

- Stenhousemtir v Deveronvate 

- Stranraer v Fraserburgh 

TOMORROW 

FA Carling Premiership 

Derby v Backbim |4U) 


Nationwide Football League 
First Division 

Crawe v Swndon fiO) 

Scottish Second Division 

East Fife v Forfar (20) 


SIDELINES 

Old Boys reunion 
for Foxes and Villans 


t® 


THE 

EX-FILES 


A by-product of Marlin 
O’Neill’s success as Leices- 
ter manager has been a ton- 
ing down of the “Judas" 
chants which greeted Brian 

Little after he allegedly betrayed them for Aston Villa. But 
with so many of Little's old staff also becoming VQJans, to- 
day’s meeting offers abundant targets for any Foxes fan still 
nursing a grievance. 

Villa’s line-up is likely to contain three players Little went 
back for - Mark Draper, Simon Grayson and Julian Joachim 
- as well as Gary Charles, who was with Leicester on loan. 
And the home bench will be groaning with one-time Filbert 
Street stalwarts like assistan t manager Allan Evans (who cap- 
tained both clubs) and coaches Kevin MacDonald and Tony 
McAndrew. 

Garry Parker and Graham Fenton will be back on their 
old stamping ground with the viators. Others with a Villa back- 
ground whose careers led them to Leicester during the Nineties 
include Kevin Poole, Ian Ormondroyd, Paul Ken, Mark Blake 
and Gavin Ward. Little also signed Franz Carr for both chibs, 
though the winger made scant impact with either. 

Colin Gibson, a champion with VQla in 1981, later joined 
Leicester, while Steve Sims, now part of O'Neill's backroom 
team, made the opposite journey. Two great warrior centre- 
forwards, Derek Dougan and Andy Lochbead. also list both 
on their CVs. “The Doog" is better known but Lochhead left 
fonder memories, especially at Villa, whose rise from the old 
Third Division in 1972 he spearheaded with elegant support 
from ex-Leicester schemer Davie Gibson. 


Ten things 
that Spurs’ 
David 
Ginola might 
be missing in 
his home 
village of 
Gassin this 
weekend 


1 A stroll through the 
winding streets of this 
Provencal village, a for- 
mer winner of the “Plus 
Beau Village de France" 
award. 

2 The views across the 
Golfe de St Tropez to the 
snow-capped peaks of the 
Alps. About the same dis- 
tance as Tottenham are 
from the summit of the 
Premiership. 

3 The quiet life in a vil- 
lage rich in history but 
now a calm backwater of 
□o significance. Sounds 
familiar. 

4 Dinner at the Domaine 
de 1’AstragaJe, where the 
restaurant “combines lo- 
cal produce with the del- 
icately flavoured herbs of 
the region". 

5 Black truffles, bought 



from the market held in 
nearby Aups eve 17 
Thursday between No- 
vember and February. As 
sweet as a Tottenham 
victory and almost as 
rare. 

6 A bottle of wine from 
one of the seven local 
vineyards. 

7 A dimb up La Sauvette, 
at 1356ft the tallest peak 
in the nearby Massif des 
Maures. Ideal prepara- 
tion for a Christian Gross 
training session. 

8 The chance for reflec- 
tion in the Chapelle 
Notre Dame de la Com- 
passion. 

9 Tbe Lighthouse at Cap 
Camarat, which can be 
seen by boats at sea near- 
ly 40 miles away. 

10 Sunshine. 


NAME OF THE GAME 

No 17: O’HIGGINS 

One of Chile's most famous clubs, formed in 1916, was 
named not after a snooker player but after one of the coun- 
try's revolutionary leaders of the early 19th century. 
Bernardo OTBggins was director general of Chile from 1818 
until 1823, having proclaimed the country’s independence 
from Spain. 



THIS 

WEEK 




HISTORY 

LESSON 


It was exactly three years ago 
today that Manchester Unit- 
ed surprised everyone by 
signing Andy Cole from 
Newcastle United. The fee 
was£6m plus Keith Gillespie, 
who was valued at f lm. 

As part of the agreement. 

Cole did not play in the first 
match after his transfer - 
against Newcastle at St 
James' Park. Tbe game end- 
ed 1-1 and was significant also 
for the knee injury to Mark 
Hughes. Cole’s move seemed 
likely to spell the end at Old 
Trafford for Hughes, but his 
transfer to Everton was halt- 
ed by the injury. 

In the Coca-Cola Cup 
quarter-finals Liverpool beat 
Arsenal 1-0- who that week 
paid Luton £2m for John 
Hartson. 

THIS WEEK'S TRANSFERS 


: One Third Division match 
: this afternoon sums up how 
: quickly fortunes can change 
in football. When Brighton 
entertain Swansea they may 
: like to look back on the 

• same fixture 15 years ago, 

• when they met in the old First 
; Division. 

Both clubs had been 
looking to build on their 

• promising form the previous 
season, when Swansea fin- 

; ished sixth and Brighton 
I 13th. Brighton, wbo also 
: reached tbe FA Cup final 
i that year against Manches- 
ter United, finished bottom 
: and Swansea ended up just 
. one place above them. 

The meeting at the Goid- 
. stone Ground ended in a 
. 1-1 draw while Brighton 
won 2-1 in Wales. 


Transfers 

ftas transfers or uncSsctosacf tees un- 
less stated 

Plant Laurent (forward) Leeds to 
Baste (Ft) (£500000): Luke Wearer 
(goahespeo Layton Orient to Sundar- 
land (£250000 pfus appearance 
increments); Simon Chariton (de- 
fender] Southampton to Brninoham 
(£200000); Carl Loabum (forward) 

Chaitton to Wimbledon (£150000 plus 
appearance ncremwtel; Andy Payton 

(msfl) Huddersfield » artoy; nut 

Contributors: PhH Shaw, Nick Harris, Paul Newman 
Readers' contributions welcome. Send to Sdeon^, 
The Independent, 1 Canada Square. Canary Wharf, Lc 
e-mart address: sport @ indapenderrt.co.uk 


Bamea (forward) Burnley 10 Hudttere- 
Lo an &/ trials 

Grata Dudley (forward) Notts County 
» Shrewsbury; Darren Richer (mid- 

as aajaifigiB 

StefteftJ tadneeday rtnafi: Otefur 
Thor Gunnasun (goetoaper) R (fee) 
» ShefflNd Wbwno 

Burma ftndflsldefl Huddersfield to 
aTmsbyjkwn); Nicole Belli ImidfiaU- 
ar) bnemadonafe (it) to Ibttoflh&m. 


. Desk, 
tE74 5ffl. 
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Tottenham’s taskmaster? It’s all a Gross distortion 


UTS 




In seven weeks in charge of 
Tottenham Christian Gross 
has seen his team slide into 
the relegation zone while 
losing an average of three 
goals and two players per 
game. His chosen assistant 
has had a work permit 
rejected, the players have 
whispered revolt and, this 
week, two transfers foiled. 

All this and today Spurs 
visit Manchester United. It is 
enough to depress anybody, 
but Glenn Moore found the 
enigmatic Swiss manager 
bold ._nd buoyant. 


Ten days ago Christian Gross stood 
on Westminster Bridge and con- 
templated the future. No. he was not 
considering jumping off it, he was 
seeing in the New Year. 

The annual siege of Trafalgar 
Square is a very English tradition 
which few Premiership managers 
would contemplate and those Spurs 
fans who saw their manager must 
have dismissed it. when they even- 
tually surfaced the following day. as 
a booze-fuelled hallucination. It was 
not and the incident encapsulates the 
enigmatic nature of Tottenham’s 
new Swiss manager. 

He arrived with a reputation as 
a hard taskmaster, an image which 
grew alter alleged complaints by play- 
ers about having to train when in- 
jured and the sight of him barking 
out orders, usually it seems, “work, 
work harder” on the touchline. 

But if you spend time with him, 
another Gross emerges. This one 
wants to take the team to the circus 
□ext week - risking all manner of 
jokes at the expense of his defence 
- and raves about seeing M-People 
in concert. He is also, however, very 
committed to improving the Tot- 
tenham team and very confident of 
his ability to do so. 

“There have been no real sur- 
prises for me," he said when we met 
on Thursday. “I knew when I signed 
the contract it would be a big chal- 
lenge for me." 

We are sitting in the Portakabin 
which Spurs use for press confer- 
ences while their Chigwell training 
centre is being extended. There are 
grilles on the windows and a spar- 
tan air about the prefab which short- 
ly before Christmas played host to 
a consignment of frozen turkeys 
(no. not the players). This can hard- 
ly be what he expected when he came 
to "the world famous Tottenham”. 

Earlier in the day Nicola Berti was 
signed, but Andy Hinchcliffe did not 
while negotiations on Valencia's 
Moussa Saib have been postponed. 
In addition three players have been 
passed fit for today’s trip to Old Traf- 
ford but two more ruled out. In sev- 
en matches Gross has suffered 13 
injuries to 10 different players. 

“There is a lack of constants, also 
in our performances.” he said. 
“Over six weeks we never have the 
same team, it is bard daily work 
bringing it together with a new team 
all the time. We have excellent 



cites Helmut Johannsen, a Barutetfi- 
ga title-winner with Eintract- 
B rons wfck ifl 1967,- and Inters his 
coach at Bochum, as aiey. influence 
along with the Austrian Ernst Hap- 
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Happy here: ‘I said those things as I wanted to get things moving’ Gross says of the recent headlines. ‘But I will not be leaving Spurs’ 


Photograph: Philip Meech 


individuals but we are not a team. 

“We are working hard on this. 
Everybody needs leaders, now we 
have Jurgen [Klinsmann] and I also 
expect Les [Ferdinand] to be a 
leader, with his experience, class and 
strength, but he is often injured." 

He is not alone which underlines 
the need for Fritz Schmid, Gauss’s 
assistant and fitness conditioner 
from Grasshoppers Zurich. A fort- 
night ago Gross suggested he would 
resign if Schmid failed to get a work 
permit but now he says that even if 
the appeal fails he will stay. 

“ I said those things as I wanted 
to get things moving and show Fritz 


I was behind him. But I know it was 
Switzerland's derision not to be in 
the EC. Fritz is important, if I have 
to do a special physical session I need 
a specialist, but I will not be leaving 
Spurs." 

When the furore was al its peak 
the Swiss FA made it dear they want- 
ed Gross to be national coach but he 
said: “It is a great challenge for a 
Swiss coach to coach the national 
team but for my career, at my age 
[43], it is better to take a club 
abroad. I am happy with the situa- 
tion. I am representing Switzerland. 
There is a lot of responsibility on my 
shoulders to do that." 


One reason he would like to 
share that responsibility with Schmid 
is that. “I only want to work with 100 
per cent fit players. I never force a 
player to train with injury. I expect 
them to teQ me, T am not 100 per cent 
today if they are injured. They have 
a big responsibility towards them- 
selves and the club. I can’t imagine 
they went to the papers but I know 
papers want to make their stories." 

The revolt over training does not 
appear to widespread and having the 
likes of Berti and Klinsmann, hard- 
working players of international re- 
pute, can only strengthen Gross's 
position. Not that be claims to be the 


hard man his reputation suggests. He 
certainly seems astonished when I tell 
him Brian Clough was notorious for 
inspiring his players through fear. 

“I want to convince players my 
way is successful, not scare them. It 
takes time to learn about one oth- 
er.” There is an undercurrent of frus- 
tration. however, when he adds: 
“They have a special profession and 
I am not sure every player realises 
this. It is an excellent profession. A 
lot of players can’t compare them- 
selves with life outside soccer.” 

Gross, 43. was a respectable play- 
er himself in Switzerland and the 
Bundesliga where he played for 


Bochum. He was described by one 
German observer as a midfielder 
with good vision, bur overweight 
which makes bis emphasis on fitness 
ironic As a coach he has a good rep- 
utation in Germany where the re- 
action to his appointment at White 
Hart Lane was not “Christian 
Who?" but “good ehoice”. 

He almost played at White Hart 
Lane as a teenager but was injured 
when they met in the 1973-74 Uefo 
Clip. Always keen on coaching he be- 
gan at Wilt a Swiss Third Division 
dub, before progressing to Grasshop- 
per Zurich where he won two cham- 
pionships and the Swiss Cup. Gross 


the Italians Giovanni Happatom; ‘ 
Arrigo Sacchi and jftbio Capelkh . 

These last names would suggest 
a belief in the pressing game, riot 
quite the glory, gloty game of Tot- 
tenham tradition but potentially at- 
tractive, as the Milan of Gullit and • 
company demonstrated. 

“1 want my teams to play with 
pressure and I want them to control 
the game. I hate it when we have to 
react but there are a lot of strong 
teams here. The Premiership is very 
equal. The pace and power of the 
English game has impressed me. 
From the kick-off there is a 100 per 
cent tempo. Sometimes it is too fost, 
you must be able to control the ball, . 
but there is always a lot of pressure 
on the pitch. The crowd demands it s 
I like the passion here but they dp 
not like the ball being passed back. 

“My ideal team is Manchester. 
They are outstanding, one of the best 
in Europe, maybe the world. They 
are ray European Qrp favourites and 
should have won last year." 

He means, of course. Manches- 
ter United. It has become increas- 
ingly apparent, when talking to 
foreign players and managers, that 
they call Alex Ferguson’s side “Man- 
chester”. Outside Britain, Man- 
chester C5ty no longer appear to have 
a profile. 

Gross has not been to Old Traf- 
ford but he is undaunted. “It is a 
good challenge for us. It is impor- 
tant we are brave and show a big 
heart. They will pressurise us and we 
will have to find out the best way to 
counter them. We have to be intel- 
ligent, realistic and efficient. We will 
not have many occasions to score but 
I am sure we will have some. We have 
to take them.” 

Gross is living in a hotel but ex- 
pects to move into a flat or house 
near ChfgweU by the end of the 
month. His Swiss girlfriend accom- 
panied Him to Wes tmins ter Bridge 
but remains in Switzerland with no 
prospect of a work permit. 

The New Year’s Eve trip (“it was 
as cold as Switzerland - and I • 
flushed- the fireworks") is brie ofonly 
two visits he has made to central 
London, the other was for visa pur- 
poses. A fan of Peter Gabriel Elton 
John and M-People among others. 
Gross was a keen concert-goer in 
Switzerland and is looking forward 
to having more time to enjoy the cap- 
ital’s entertainment while accepting 
he will not be skiing this season. The ^ 
next London date is to see the 
Cirque du Soleil Aiegria, “an old, fa- 
mous circus" at the Albert Hall with 
the team. 

David Pleat may be aboard by 
then, the former Tottenham manager 
begins work as director of football 
on 14 January with some wondering 
whether he is really the manager- 
in-waiting. “I am open to him,” said 
Gross. “I am positive, we had a meet- 
ing and I felt he loves soccer. But it 
is important the powers are strictly 
divided. He will not be here, he will 
be at White Hart Lane." 


Arsenal v 

L e*S*f ** 


teton Villa v 


Bolton v 
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Wimbledon’s failure to surprise is the big surprise 


There may have been no real 
surprises in the third round of 
the FA Cup (Stevenage aside, 
that is) or in the midweek 
Coca-Cola Cup semi-finals, 
but never let it be said that 
football as a whole has lost its 
capacity to surprise. OK. so 
you did not need to be a clair- 
voyant to predict that Man- 
chester United might now be 
peering down at Barnsley 
from their lofty peak astride 
the Premiership, but else- 
where this season has sprung 
enough surprises to catch even 
the most convincing of book- 
ies on the hop. 

Teddy Sberingham’s pre- 
season transfer to Manchester 
United set the trend (the sur- 
prise was that United got him 
for £3.5m when Spurs had 
put a f 6m price tag round his 
neck - a steal that evoked 
memories of Ferguson’s astute 
capture of Eric Cantona from 
Leeds). Sberingham's mid- 
season report reads well, but 
it is the form of his strike part- 
ner that has made everyone eat 
humble pie. Once the butl of 
every football joke going. Cole 
has remembered hew to score 
goals again and an England 
place is suddenly on the cards. 

Arsenal’s inconsistency has 
been a surprise; ditto Black- 
burn's consistency; it's amaz- 
ing what wonders a new 


manager and a recuperated, 
rejuvenated strike force can 
work, although try telling that 
to Tottenham fans. 

Newcastle, meanwhile, do 
not even have a strike force, let 
alone one that is recuperated 
or rejuvenated. Their trounc- 
ing of the mighty Barcelona 
was certainly a surprise, as have 
been their sluggish perfor- 
mances si nee. And while Alan 
Shearer may have surprised no 
one by healing so fast ( is there 
anything this man does not do 
well?), his return to action can- 
not come quickly enough. 

The form of Derby and 
Leicester has surprised those 
who wrote (hem off; Leicester 
went one-up against Atletico 
Madrid, for heaven’s sake. 
Southampton, too. have so far 
upset the odds, thanks main- 
ly to the form of 20-vear-old 
Kevin Davies, who. for me, has 
been the surprise package of 
the season to date. 

Coventry, as usual, are frill 
of surprises: you never really 
know quite what to expect 
from the Sky Blues, but it is 
certainly not victories aver 
Man United and Liverpool. 
And in Darren Huckerby they 
have the footballing equivalent 
of a conjurer no one really 
knows what he’s going to pull 
out of his bag of tricks next. 

Wimbledon always spring a 



OLIVIA 

BLAIR 


ON THIS 
SEASON’S TALES 
OF THE 
UNEXPECTED 


surprise; this season it’s that 
they appear to have lost their 
ability to spring a surprise. 
Sheffield Wednesday's early 
demise was unexpected con- 
sidering how well they started 
last season and the foot they had 
strengthened their squad with 
the likes of Paolo Di Canio and 
fcter Rudi after just missing out 
on a European place. 

That Everton and Spurs are 
suffering can be surprising no 
one - both teams were head- 
ing for a fall - but the same 
cannot be said about the form 
of Nick Barmby (one wasted 
season is forgiveable. two is 
not), the arrivals at While 


Hart Lane of Christian Gross 
and Jurgen Klinsmann and the 
fact that Darren Anderton 
actually played some football 
before getting injured again. 

No one would have proph- 
esied Villa would lose their first 
four games, nor that £7m Stan 
Collymore was going to forget 
where the goal was: after all, he 
knows VUla Park well enough. 
And who would have thought 
that Palace would be so unas- 
sailable away from home and 
so assailable at Selhurst Park, 
or that Attilio Lombardo 
would be playing his football in 
SE25 this season? 

No prizes for guessing the 
biggest surprise outside the 
Premiership. Kevin Keegan’s 
return to football was aston- 
ishing: that he should choose 
to return at Fulham was flab- 
bergasting. But despite Kee- 
gan's much-heralded five-year 
plan the Cottagers have hard- 
ly set the Second Division 
alight. Watford have, howev- 
er inspired by the game’s 
most put-upon strike force 
(Jason Lee and the evergreen 
“Rocket" Ronny Rosenthal) 
and its most prolific left-back 
(Peter Kennedy), they have 
opened up an almost un- 
catehable lead at the top. It will 
be a surprise if they are caught 

In the First Division new- 
ly promoted Stockport have 


been the surprise packet al- 
though you also could say 
that of their local rivals Man- 
chester City - it’s surprising 
just how low a side can sink. 
In the Third Division, mean- 
while, that accolade should go 
to 38-year-old Jimmy Quinn, 
scorer of 20 goals for high-fly- 
ing Peterborough. Quinn has 
been the most significant of all 
Barry Fiy’s signings - and 
there have been a few. 

The biggest surprise north 
of the border came last Friday 
when Celtic beat Rangers for 
the first time in a New Year 
game since I98S, although 
Hearts’ early pace-setting also 
caused a stir. 

Marco Negri has been a 
turn-up for the books, too, the 
taciturn Italian having scored 
33 goals so for for Rangers this 
season. His manager, Walter 
Smith, is not renowned for his 
successful foreign shopping 
trips (Oleg Salenko, Basile 
Boli and Erik Bo Anderson 
spring to mind). 

England astounded rather 
than surprised Italy by holding 
out in Rome to secure their 
place in the World Cup finals. 
But those who remain scepti- 
cal about their World Cup 
chances will be hoping that they 
will remember France ^8 for 
providing the biggest surprise 
of the season. Ne cat par? 


Georgian genius with an empathy for bitter rivalry 


People often ask why I think 
Gio has remained a Blue. 
Their voices betray both dis- 
belief, which I understand but 
do not share, and covetousoess. 
which I relish for its rarity val- 
ue in relation to my team. One 
can only speculate as to why. 
but the old-fashioned promise- 
keeping which enabled City to 
sign him explains a lot 

The Tbilisi president, 
Merad Jordania. had met 
Francis Lee in a hotel to dis- 
cuss the transfer. Represen- 
tatives of some of Europe's 
biggest clubs were lurking in 
the lobby, wishing in vain for 
that meeting. Jordania, vir- 
tually a hostage in the suite, 
gave his word that Kinkladze 
would sign for - wait for it - 
£2m. He kept his word. Geor- 
gian honour, Jordania con- 
firmed, is a serious matter. 

City fans were sceptical 
about the newcomer after 
Ingebrightsen, Groenendijk 
and other Silenzi-esque 
imports bad foiled to produce 
much footballing arousal. 
Did they dare believe that 
multiple orgasm was round 
the corner? No. 

It was stressed that he was 
Georgian, not Russian. Din- 
ing with fellow newcomer. 
Kit Symons, in the hotel that 
was then their home Symons 
heard some businessmen 
speaking what he thought 
was Gio’s mother tobgue. 


“Ricking Russian," Kinkladze 
hissed, leaving the defender 
perfectly clued up. In other 
words, try calling Gordon 
Strachan an Englishman. 

His left-footed tours of 
opposition halves stunned the 
support. This style began to 
draw straight-faced compar- 
isons to Maradona. Few pun- 
dits were prepared to accept 
this but, then again, Gio didn't 
play for United, did he? He 
was predictably nicknamed 
Kinky, and T-shirts bearing the 
legend “Kinky 69” appeared. 
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That is, until the Kink found 
a dictionary. 

Then there was utter dis- 
gust that his run and finish 
against Southampton only 
came second in Goal of the 
Season to Yeboah’s volley 
against Liverpool. How many 
volleys arc scored compared 
with goals of that standard? 

No one knew what to 
believe about the enigma. 
There was an apparently 
dubious, but true, story about 
Robizon Kinkladze returning 


from war to urge his son to 
play football and quit a career 
with the Georgian National 
Dance company which 
Khaiuna Kinkladze preferred 
her son to pursue. The stag- 
gering strength and balance 
required for dancing had not 
harmed Gio as a player, but 
the Barmy Blue Army defi- 
nitely owes Robizon a pint. 
Not half. 

It is argued that he would 
be in better company at New- 
castle or Liverpool’. I admit 
expecting him to eventually 
take the playmaker role at 
one of those clubs. Even 
Maradona, Gio's hero, urg- 
ing him to find a “better" .dub 
did not succeed. Unhappy 
spells at Saarbnicken in Aus- 
tria and Boca Juniors sug- 
gested that Georgi preferred 
Manchester to Buenos Aires, 
which he was adored for. 

Gio perhaps feels the frus- 
trations of fans who, when 
abroad, have to explain their 
team is nothing to do with 
Bobby Charlton. After years 
of “I m not Russian, I’m 
Georgian!", he must sympa- 
thise, even if one situation is 
a bitter rivalry stretching 
back over many decades and ■ 
the other led to a war of 
independence. 

And as we know you 
won’t yet use it to desert 
Manchester, have another 
Ferrari on us, KingKIadze. 
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Spurs have to move up several degrees of difficulty 




If they can score five 
goals at Stamford 
Bridge what will 
Manchester United do 
to Tottenham Hotspur 
at Old Trafford? 

Guy Hodgson looks at that 
game and other leading 
Premiership fixtures this 
weekend while below, 

Rob McLean assesses the 
programme match by 
match. 


If you wanted to mark the de- 
cline in Ibttenham Hotspur, 
their wheeling and dealing this 
week would do as well as any- 
thing. Thirty years ago tomor- 
row Spurs broke the British 
transfer record when they paid 
Southampton £125,000 for 
Martin Olivers. Now a really 
big money move is more likely 
to break the dub. 

Like the team, there was a 
frenzy of activity but at the end 
there was little to show for it 
Just a loan signing, the I talian 
Nicola Berti, which for a dub 
which likes to think of itself as 
among the £lite was a minimal 
response to the predicament of 
being second bottom of the 
Premiership. 

They will sample the big 
time today but only as well-off 
tourists in a National Trust 


property. Not so long ago Man- 
chester United versus Totten- 
ham was a meeting of giants but 
if the visitors win at Old Uaf- 
ford the reaction will be akin 
to a Cup upset. 

Maybe if United bad not 
been caught against Coventry 
a fortnight ago, Ibttenham 
might have found the 
champions in an over-confident 
and over-indulgent mood but 
the players’ ears are stiH ringing 
from Alex Ferguson’s eruption 
at Highfield Road. 

“We like to make things dif- 
ficult for ourselves,” the United 
manager says repeatedly, al- 
though m five pomts dear at the 
top of the Premiership, there are 
degrees of difficulty. “We need 
to make sure there are no more 
slip-ups.” The home side have 
scored 30 times in 10 home 


League matches while Totten- 
ham have conceded 22 on their 
travels so the only thing likely 
to be on the slide is Spurs. 

While Tottenham go north 
in trepidation, George Graham 
will travel in the opposite 
direction eager to meet his old 
club. Arsenal. He was sacked 
in 1995 because of his role in 
the “transfer bungs" affair and 
it is only now that he feels he 
can return with a Leeds side 
that can compete as equals. 

“I’m always happy to go to 
Highbury and T m looking for- 
ward lo it again this time, per- 
haps more than ever,” Graham 
said. “Tm comfortable about it 
because of the progress we have 
made in the last year or so. 

“The last two times I’ve 
been back it wasn't realty my 
own team. We were taken 


apart on the first occasion and 
od the second, a few months 
later in the FA Cup, we won 
with a very solid performance 
but realty we were way behind 
Arsenal last season ” 

Not that Leeds have a 
promising record. They have 
won just once in the League in 
their last nine visits and arrive 
at Arsenal just as Ian Wright has 
rediscovered what the pieces of 
white metal at each end of the 
pitch are for. He scored against 
West Ham in the Coca-Cola 
Cup in midweek, only his sec- 
ond goal in three months. 

Third -placed Chelsea have 
had a slump recently, too, and 
entertain Coventry having been 
dismembered by Manchester 
United last Sunday. That 5-3 
rout followed a defeat at 
Southampton which makes the 


present a particularly inop- 
portune time for a flu virus to 
attack the squad. 

Usually only Ruud Gullit 
knows what the team is going 
to be but today even the 
Chelsea manager might be 
perplexed as at least five 
players have been laid low. 
Coventry, meanwhile, arrive 
at Stamford Bridge in rude 
health after successive wins 
over United and Liverpool. 

Everton have a new striker, 
the French international 
Mickael Madar, to look for- 
ward to. Whether he wiD get on 
against Crystal Palace at Sel- 
hurst Park is debatable but at 
least the manager, Howard 
Kendall, has options up front 
which is something he has 
been bereft of this season. 

Liverpool, whose Steve 


McManaman was named the 
player of the month for De- 
cember yesterday, encounter 
another of -their, ghosts of 
lapses past in Wimbledon. The 
Dons have lost on one of their 
last seven visits but arrive with 
the albatross of one win in their 
last seven matches. As ever at 
Anfield the outcome is wholly 
unpredictable. 

John Prescott, the deputy 
Prime Minister, will officially 
open Bolton’s Reebok Stadium 
today and then Colin Tbdd 
bopes his defence will lock 
out Southampton. Wanderers 
have been conceding goals at 
the rate of two a game since 
their last win, against 
Newcastle on 1 December, an 
act of generosity which has seen 
them sink to just above the rele- 
gation places. 


Newcastle, too, are begbnmng 
to look anxiously in that direc- 
tion. Their shortcomings in from 
of goal have left them with one 
win in nine games and they are 
just six points away from the bot- 
tom three. Sheffield Wednesday, 
another team in a worrying run. 
will draw level if they beat them 
at Hillsborough today. 

Barnsley, the bottom club, 
last won at West Ham in Sep- 
tember 1919 and as they have 
scored a mere eight times away 
from home the chances of 
them ending the sequence are 
not favourable. 

Blackburn, with 13. have 
been less than prolific either 
but only Wimbledon have con- 
ceded fewer on their travels so 
a ri gh t match can be anticipated 
at Derby, who are unbeaten at 
home, tomorrow. 







* 


Arsenal v Leeds 

Bwgkamp Q Leufing scorer Wallace K> 

Last season: 3-0 


Arsenal wifi be hoping that their midweek Coca-Cola Cup success at 
WastHam. wffl mean an improvement in their League form Ian Wright 
who returned from suspension to make a scoring return at Upton Park. 
wiU lead the attack against a Leeds side managed by former Highbury 
manager George Graham But England midfielder David Platt is still 
out with a groin injury and although full-back Lee Dixon returns to 
the squad after recovering from a similar problem, Wfenger is likely to 
remain loyal to fellow Frenchman Gilles GrimandL Graham, who is un- 
beaten in his last three games against Arsenal still sees Wright as the 
major threat "Some people have criticised Ian recently, but he is still 
one of the game's lethal finishers." Graham said. 

Leeds' captain David Hopkin and Norwegian international midfielder 
Alf Inge Haland may have to be content with a place on the bench 
again as both were substitutes in last week's FA Cup tie at home 
to Oxford. Defender David Robertson, completes a two-match 
baa 


Aston Villa v Leicester 

Yori*. Tayter 6 Luting scorer Marshal 6 

Last season: 1-3 


Leicester manager Martin O'Neill is optimistic that lan Marshall 
and Steve \Afelsh will be fit Striker Marshall should be given the 
all-dear from a groin injury while Walsh expects to return from a 
hamstring strain. If Marshall is ruled out Tony Cottee, the former 
West Ham and Everton striker, could come into the side after scor- 
ing as substitute in the FA Cup victory over Northampton last Sat- 
unday. O'Neill will be looking for Ns strker Emile Heskey to redscover 
his goalscoring touch. Heskey, who celebrates his 20th birthday to- 
morrow and is trying to win a place in Glenn noddle's World Cup 
squad this year, has scored only once in the last IS matches for the 
Foxes. ■ 

Riccardo Stimeca returns for Villa with England defender Gareth 
Southgate suffering with a twisted ankle. Julian Joachim, stands by 
to play against his former dub, repladng Stan Coltymore, who he 
came on for in the 2-2 FA Cup third round draw at Portsmouth 
last Saturday. 

Bolton v Southampton * 

Blake 9 Luffing scorer Davies II 

Lost season: No corresponding foaure 

Bob Taylor, the former Leeds striker on loan with Bolton from West 
Brom, may be given his chance to boost Colin Todd's attack at 
the Reebok Stadium. Taylor will come into the team if Dean 
Holdsworth, who has been out for a month with a knee and shin 
injury does not recover in time. Bolton's goalkeeper Keith Brana- 
gan is now fully fit again after missing five matches with a groin 
injury and looks set to take over from Gavin Ward. Todd is still 
waiting to see if another former Leeds player, Mike Whitlow, will 
be fit. The defender was taken off on a stretcher against Barnsley 
with a knee injury but X-rays revealed no major damage, although 
his chances of being frt in time are slim. 

Southampton's Neil Moss is on standby to replace Wales in- 
ternational keeper Paul Jones, who is doubtful with a groin injury. 
Carlton Palmer, the club's signing from Leeds, will continue in 
defence if Norwegian Claus Lundekvam fails to recover from a 
calf injury. 

Chelsea v Coventry 

Vbffl H Lewfing scorer DuMn » 

Last season: 2-0 

Ruud Gullit will hold a Stamford Bridge roll-call today before de- 
ciding who is frt to take on Coventry The Chelsea camp have been 
hit by a flu bug which meant Romanian Dan Pbtrescu and Ganlu- 
ca Vialli were forced out of Wednesday's Coca-Cola Cup trip to Ip- 
swich. Ftetresai was again told to stay at home yesterday and with 
Roberto Di Matteo and youngster Nick Crittenden - and Gullit him- 
self- still h iggl ing, along with Gianfranco Zola and Frank Leboeuf. 
the team is uncertain. Frank Sinclair is ruled out through suspen- 
sion while Andy Myers damaged a hamstring on Wednesday and is 

also out of contention. _ ^ 

Coventry manager Gordon Strachan will leave it until the last moment 
to decide whether Romanian \Aforid Cup striker Vonsl Moldovaa who 
he siaied for £325m from Swiss dub Grasshoppers, is ready to make 
his Premiership debut Strachan wffl be without the suspended Mar- 
ais Hall and George Boatengwhie John SalaltorouW return 

months out with a hamstring injury Roland Nilsson is bade after flu 

Crystal Palace v Everton 

Shippariey 6 Let****"** Sp “ d6 ‘ 

l tmr season: No correspond^ fixture 

Crystal Palace's injury crisis could mean an immediate debut for 19- 
vear-old striker Marcus Bent following his transfer from Brentford. 
Peace's attempt to sign Tommy Johnson on loan from Celtic has 
run into trouble because of a failure to reach agrearont owerthe 
length of the deal. Paul \Afcrhurst is likely tobe out for»«eete 
Se of a stress fracture and Attitio Lombardo and Mthde 
Padovano, who have been training with Palace fos week after in- 

L J^ide injury and a week of transfer speculation. Crag Short 
after injury. Terry Phelan, the fikefy replacement for 
HiSffi, is back after a knee operabon 





And statistics 


History turning against Everton and Tottenham 


The threat of relegation hanging over two of the top flight's 
longest-serving members grows greater as the Premiership 
season progresses. Everton last s uttered relegation 47 years 
ago, whfle Tottenham have been In the country's top division tor 
20 years. 

Indeed Everton have played in the Premiership or the old First 
Division for more seasons (94) than any other club. Founder 
members of the Football League in 1888, they have spent only 
four seasons outside the top flight. 1930-31 and 1951-54. 
Tottenham, meanwhile, have one of the best post-war records. 
They have been outside the top division for only five seasons: 
four immediately after the war and one when they dropped 
into the old Second Division 20 years ago. 

As they attempt to escape from the relegation zone, Everton 
are turning to youth wtffle Tottenham are opting 
for experience. 

Back in August Everton were fielding 
one of the Premiership's oldest 
sides, with an average age of 
over 28. By last weekend the 
average had dropped to 23, 
with the teenagers Danny 
Cadamarteri, Michael Ball 
and Richard Dunne 
replacing the Ifres of 
Dave Watson. Terry 
Phelan and Slaven BHic. 
while goafteeper 
Thomas MyhretsIS 
years Neville Southafl's 
junior. 

At the beginning of the 
season only Leeds had a younger team 
than Tottenham. However, the recent 
introduction of Jurgen Klinsmann has 
helped to push up the average age of the 
Spurs teanrhom26 to nearly 28. 


in their fight against relegation 
Everton have put their faith 
in youngsters Tike 
Danny Cadamarteri 



Service record of the 
Premiership’s current members 

Post-war seasons Consecutive 
in top division seasons 

Arsenal 52 52 

Everton 49 44 

Liverpool 44 36 

Aston Villa* * 42" To" 

Netfctelte. 

West Ham 34 5 

Leeds 31 8 
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LEAPJNG. SCORERS. 


Lg CC FA Euro Tot 

1 Cole (Man Utd) ....11 0 2 5 18 

2 Hartem (West Han) 11 6 1 0 18 

3 Vlaffi (Chebea) 6 0 2 6 14 

4 Sutton (BlacldXHn)..12 1 0 0 13 

Galacher (Bbckbun)10 1 2 0 13 

5 Baiano (Derby) ....tl 0 1 0 12 

Bergkamp (Arsenal) 10 1 0 1 12 

Fowler (Liverpool) 9 2 0 1 12 

6 Wright (Arsenal) ..10 1 0 0 11 

Davies (Soton) B 3 0 0 tl 

Shemgham (Man U) _8 0 1 2 11 

Owen (UverpooO -6 4 0 1 tl 

7 Dublin (Coventry) ..8 11 0 10 

Wallace (Leeds) ....8 2 0 0 10 

Wanchope (Derby)..6 4 0 0 10 



Liverpool v Wimbledon 

Fowtar Q Leading scorer Con: 6 

Last season: l-l 


After the Coca-Cola Cup victory at Newcastle, Liverpool are like- 
ly to be unchanged. It means that the Norwegians Bjom Tore Kvarme 
and Stig Bjomebye are left out while Brad Friedel will spend his 
fifth game on the bench following David James' excellent form - 
perhaps inspired by the American's arrival. Liverpool will be look- 
ing to lift the jinx - which started with the 1988 FA Cup final de- 
feat- that Wimbledon have over them. Wimbledon have lost just 
once in their last seven games at Anfield. By beating the 
Merseysiders at the end of last season. Wimbledon finally ended 
the title hopes of Roy Evans' team. 

With Efan Ekoku, Jon Goodman and Jason EueJI sidelined by injury 
and Marcus Gayle nursing a hamstring injury. Wimbledon are set to 
give a debut to Carl Leabum, their new £300,000 signing from Chari- 
ton. Wimbledon will also be without Ben Thatcher, their England 
Under-21 international defender, who will be missing for a month 
because of an ankle injury 


Man Utd v Tottenham 

Cole 18 Leading scorer Glnota 7 

Last season: 2-0 






Ole Gunnar Solskjaer has shrugged off a chest cold to take his place 
in the Manchester United squad. However, the Norwegian will have 
to settle for a place among the substitutes if Alex Ferguson sticks 
with the side which humiliated Chelsea last Sunday. United will be 
without Phil Neville, who wHI be serving the second gan-ie of a two- 
match baa The champions and Premiership leaders have no injury 
worries apart from the longer-term absentees Jordi Cruyff. David 
May and Roy Keane. 

Tottenham's new siting from Internationale, Nicola Berti, will make 
his debut at Old Trafforcl. but goalkeeper lan Wklker and David Gi- 
nola have both been ruled out with injuries sustained in the 3- 1 FA 
Cup win against Fulham on Monday. Wallers absence gives the Nor- 
wegian Under-21 goalkeeper Espen Baardsen his second senior start 
while Ginola s place goes to winger Rue! Fox, who has shaken off a 
hamstnng problem. Jurgen Klinsmann will again play a tone- role up 
front 


Sheff Wed v Newcastle 

Di Carao 9 Leading scorer Barnes, AspriOa 6 

Last season: 1-1 


Sheffield Wednesday striker Guy Whrttingham faces a late fitness 
test after picking up a knock in a midweek reserve game although, 
if fit he is unlikely to start His manager Ron Atkinson played three 
up front - Benito Carbone, Paolo Di Canio and Andy Booth - in 
last week's FA Cup thind-round draw at Whtford and with Carbone 
inspirational could keep faith with the same formation. 

Faustino Aspnlta. Newcastle’s Colombian striker, is almost cer- 
tainly out because of a thigh injury suffered in the FA Cup vic- 
tory over Everton last Sunday. The Colombian faded to get on 
the team coach as they set off for their overnight base in Sheffield 
yesterday, but manager Kenny Dalglish refused to rule out the 
former Parma player. Defender Warren Barton is available once 
again after recovering from a leg injury while winger Keith Gille- 
spie and the England defender Stuart Pearce, who both missed 
the midweek Coca-Cola Cup defeat by Liverpool, are also 
travelling. 


West Ham v Barnsley 

Hartson 18 Leading scorer Redfaam 8 

Last season: No corresponding fixture 

West Ham will be without striker Paul Khson after he limped out 
of the midweek Coca-Cola Cup defeat by Arsenal with a groin strain. 
Samassi Abou is likely to partner John Hartson up front, while mid- 
fielders lan Bishop and John Moncur are berth fit again and available 
for selection. Steve Lomas will miss out as he serves the last game 
of a three-match baa while Steve Potts could stand down. Tim Break- 
er is still ruled out with an ankle injury, but fellow defender lan Pearce 
has recovered from a hamstring injury which forced him to be sub- 
stituted against Arsenal. Youngster Lee Hodges, yet to play for West 
Ham, has been recalled from his loan spell at Plymouth and is like- 
ly to figure on the bench 

Barnsley are without defenders Arjan de Zeeuw and Adie Moses 
as they start two-match suspensions after picking up five bookings 
apiece. Manager Danny Wilson will choose between Swede Peter 
Markstedt Slovenian international Ales Knzan and Matty Appleby 
for the centre-back positions. 

Tomorrow 

Derby v Blackburn 

D Leacfing scorer Galacher. Sutton G 

Last season: 04) 

Derby manager Jim Smith has been forced to draft two young play- 
ers into his squad for tomorrow's match at Pride Park after wing- 
back Ftobert Kozluk was yesterday ruled out Kazkik has a groin strain 
to compound problems for Smith, who was already without three 
midfielders due to suspension. Stefano Eranio, Darryl Pc well and Lee 
Carsley are all serving two-match bans, so Smith has included ver- 
satile 21 -year-old Craig Smith and !8-year-old Marc Bndge- 
Wilkinson in his 17-man squad. But the good news for Smith is that 
Danish defender Jacob Laursen and striker Dean Stumdge are both 
available after injury. 

Lars Bohinen is Blackburn's only doubt after bruising his ribs dunng 
last week's FA Cup tie against Wigan and will have a late fitness test 
The striking partnership of Chris Sutton and Kevin Gallacher are 
expected to return after recovering from thigh and back injuries re- 
spectively. Martin Dahlin will also be in the squad after training since 
Wednesday and Gary Croft returns after missing the -win over Wigan. 












n 





/V 


RT 


Saturday 10 January 1998 ■ 



Carling retires - reluctantly and with a hint of rancour 


Will Carling yesterday 
hung up his boots, but 
instead of a hearty 
farewell, England's most 
successful rugby union 
captain and Harlequins 
stalwart left the playing 
field in less than happy 
circumstances. 

David Llewellyn reports. 


Sadly in the end there was no 
fanfare. No party. No hack 
slapping, beer-swilling farewell 
do in the dub bar. Instead Will 
Carling’s goodbye was tainted 
with a hint of bitterness. After 
11 years of top-QighL rugby 
played latterly against a sound- 
track of “Sweet Chariot" there 
was a sour note to the an- 
nouncement that he was retir- 
ing from the game he loves. 

For a start those dose to the 
ihe 32-ycar-old former England 
captain insist that yesterday's 
decision was not the one he had 
intended to make. He still want- 
ed to cany on with Harlequins, 
but press and public reaction 
this last week had persuaded 
him that now was the right 
time to go. 

And so for the man who led 
England on 59 occasions and 
played in a further 13 matches 
for his country, there was an un- 
dercurrent of rancour as he 
brought to a premature end a 
troubled season of ups and 
downs with Quins. 

“I'm genuinely sorry the re- 
lationships bad become strained 
of late." said Carling, who had 
been linked with a move to 
north London rivals Whsps only 
last weekend. 

“Retirement from the game 
is a big wrench, but it’s the right 
decision for me. I’ve spent the 
last week considering this de- 
cision. Although I've been flat- 
tered by the interest of other 
clubs. Quins is my dub and I’ve 
always said I would end my play- 
ing days here." 

There were rumours re- 
cently of a rift between Carling 
and Harlequins director of rug- 
by, Andy Keast. The centre’s 
frequent absences from training 
sessions had not helped to re- 
duce any friction and a broken 
hand had precluded any activ- 
ity over the last couple of weeks. 
The professional game is a 
hard one and no one has an au- 
tomatic right to a first-team 



So long. Sweet Chariot: Will Carling, who led England on 59 occasions, leads the red rose celebrations after their Five Nations* Grand Slam in 1991 


place anymore. The regime at 
Quins is simply do train, no play. 

Even so, Keast said: “Will's 
class meant there was an extra 
element of competition for a 
centre place. His presence in the 
squad was why other people 
were playing so well, because 
they knew they had to do so to 
get in ahead of Will. I have the 
greatest respect for Will as a 
player, and although things 
have not worked out as we 
would have liked over the last 
few months, there’s no doubt his 
departure will be a great loss to 
the squad.” 

The club added: “AJJ of us at 
Harlequins wish Will every suc- 
cess with his business and tele- 


vision enterprises and hope he 
will continue to be a regular vis- 
itor to the Stoop. 

“The club has already been 
approached by members re- 
garding a suitable tribute to 
mark his requirement and the 
board are delighted to accord 
him a testimonial in recognition 
of his 10 years as a player for 
the club.” 

Carling, for all his controlled 
image, has never been far from 
controversy. His infamous “57 
old farts” remark earned him 
the sack as England captain in 
1995. He was reinstated two 
days later after apologising to 
every member of the commit- 
tee. Even his appointment as 


captain in 1988 aroused com- 
ment and criticism, he was only 
22 and the youngest skipper for 
half a century. 

He played his first match for 
Quins against Metropolitan Po- 


lice in February 1987, while he 
was still at Durham University. 
He scored 162 points in league 
matches for Quins, a total which 
includes 21 tries, six penalties 
and 27 conversions. 




1984: Captains England at 18-group tawi 
1988; Wits frsr tiA England cap egamat 
France in January. In November Becomes 
youngest Engish captain n 57 years 
attar seven Tests at 22. is put n charge 
118 1991 World Cup 
1389: Forced to miss Lions tour to Aus- 
traia with broken leg. 

1990: England lose 0-7 to Scotland m 
Grand Stem deader at Murrayflebl 
1991: Leads England to first Grand Siam 
lor U years. England lose 12-8 to Ausbata 
n World Cup Anal at Twickenham. 

1992: Awarded OBE. Captains England to 
second successive Grand Stem 
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Friday's solution 


GIHSQEJGIQSa tHQCLiQ 
UldEJL3HL3l2Q 
HUniHH IDDIHQHQUHE 
□ QQH DQI1EJ 
BDQH0HB EQQEHUDK] 
ID □ 0 0 H n □ 
3BOQE3HQHIIJHHBE] 

0 0 0 0 II D 

B HID nSMIEIIZ] HEIR] H 
0 H D Q H □ D 
IE0E10HBH BEI30BDE 
q d as a d q □ 
uauBauuDQ naasa 

0 D B 0 0 H □ E 
mono 0BE0mani3H 


Last Saturday's solution 


HEIEJliiaiai!J0 UtJfcJEUUU 
Lil U LJ 11 0 0 Q 

Q0EUU1EIHH UUUIUUU 
B B U LU 0 U 
Q0HBHOD0 UUUUUU 
BBUEBnUU 
DHBUHBB0HE; 
UDLLlULiLJLJII 
BQB0B0BBBB 
UUUlQUlilLlB 
QQHQ3QU DU0B0Q0Q 
u u Li 0 a □ e 
lilBQDHQ BDBBHQQE 
BOB El III 0 E 
UUUUU0 QHQH0QB0 


ACROSS 

I Go round Lake and risk 
spoiling a lot of travel 

10 Argument linked to for- 
ward fitting on boat (7) 

I I Sums are amended with 
a rubber (7) 

12 and 13 Unknown char- 
acter seen in night- 
mare? (4,5) 

14 Time to make offer’s 
about right (4) 

17 It’s could make you 
more wet than dry. pos- 
sibly! (7) 

18 A very little insect is put 
in tin (7) 

19 Work needing tc be 
done to support timber 

(J) 

22 Dog that is seen with 
Antarctic explorer (7) 

24 Friendly power shuns 
friendly power (4) 

25 and 26 Drug’s behind 
window furniture where 
things can’t be seen 
(5,4) 

26 see 25 across 

29 Two letters I’d reversed 
on chart (7) 

30 Evict a crowd (4, 3) 

31 Name embraced by 
“MB's air’’ needed, pos- 
sibly (7,6) 


DOWN 


mal noises round about 
(3-4) 

3 Volume of disapproving 
noise applied to King (4) 

4 Dale cops finally aban- 
doned siege situation { 
(4.3) 

5 Very large bog sucks one 
in - it's a process of ab- 
sorption (7) 

6 and 16 It's in the air that 
he’s up for trial (4-5) 

7 Wanting to be negative 
about Scotland's capital, in 
short (7) 

8 Had a stage career - took 
steps with lots of direc- 
tors? (4. 3, 6) 

9 Industrial area - grand site 
for redevelopment with 
support of gallery (7,6) 

L5 ana 27 Jan lst-6th in lady’s 
year, as it might be? (5,4) 

16 see 6 down 

20 Finn, without support, im- 
porting good scent (7) 

21 Knight nad to attend fes- 
tivity (7) 

22 Holy place can and must 
get rebuilt (7) 

23 Excellent spinner meeting 
with predicament (7) 

27 See 15 

28 One lacking in intelligence 
and fibre? f4) 


irvity (7) 

22 Holy place can and must 


The first Eve correct solutions to (his week's puzzle opened next Thursday 
receive hardback ed copies of the Oxford Dictionary oT Quotations, Answers 
and whiners’ names will be published next Saturday. Send solutions to Sat- 
urday Crossword, P. Q. Box 4018, The Independent. 1 Canada Square. Ca- 
nary VVharC London E14 5BL. Please use the box number and postcode and 
give your own postcode. Last week's winners: FCoxaU. Brentwood; w Mar- 
la c, Hereford; C Fox, Manchester; G Alexander, Fevcosey Bay; N Kerr, Fife. 


1993: Makes Lions Test debut ogamst Now 
Zealand but e drop p ed for second Test 
1994: Breaks wortd record for lest cap- 
taincy. Wins 50th cep tor England. 

1995: Captafos En^and to another Grand 
Siam. Cab RRJ uummbiao “57 old tans" 
in Charnel 4 pnagranvne and h aaded but 
is reinstated two days later. England fin- 
ish fourth In Vitold Cup In South Africa. 
1998: Leads England to Trtpto Crown 
Stands down as captain havrg led them 
to 48 wins r a world record 59 matches. 
1997: Whs 72nd cap for England. In April 
announces international retremem. 

9 January, 1998: Retires tram rugby. 
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OF SPORT 
BEGIN ON 
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“Germany and England 
should have waited be- 
fore spending the mon- 
ey they already have. It 
could be a big waste of 
both money and time." 
Lennart Johansson, 
president of Uefa, talks 
to Ian Stafford about 
World Cup bids and 
the future of interna- 
tional football 
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This season, however, Car- 
ling has made just five appear- 
ances in the Allied Dunbar 
Premiership, and one of those 
was as a replacement. 

Carling is a proud man, with 
a proud record, and naturally 
the tributes flowed yesterday, 
just as there had been when he 
stepped down as England cap- 
tain in 1996 having Jed them to 
46 wins, then as an international 
in April player last year. 

Peter Brook, the president of 
the Rugby Football Union, said: 
“His contribution to England as 
a player, and through his record 
number of appearances as cap- 
tain, was immense.” 

Colin Herridge. the former 

FOOTBALL 


Photograph: Reuters 


RFU committee man and long 
time mentor of Carling, called 
him a "national treasure". 

The former England coach. 
Jack Rowell, said: “Carling as a 
captain was unique and I don't 
think we will see the like of him 
again." 

Geoff Cooke, who stunned 
the establishment by appointing 
Carling captain in November 
1988 after the former Sedbergh 
pupil had played just seven 
Tests, said: “Making him captain 
was the best rugby selection I 
ever took." It Ls to be wondered 
whether Carling will be able to 
the same of yesterday’s decision. 

Rugby’s first superstar. 
First section, page 19 


‘No question: 
he was a world 
class centre’ 


• Carting as a captain was 
unique and I don’t think we wg| 
see the like of him again Asa- 
player he was explosive in at- 
tack and defence, with a cod 

head in a crisb and with the ca- 
pacity to smoothly drive on & . 
team that was purring . H<b a 
Roos-Royca When he resigned 
as captain- aH the players still 
looked to him In times of trou- 
ble and that is a measure of his 
Influence and the respect they 
had for him. Jack RoweH, for- 
mer England coach. 

• I have the greatest respect 
for Wffl as a player, and afe 
though things have not worked 
out as we wodd have iked over- 
the last few months, therete.no,. 
doubt his departure wffl bea 
great loss to the squad. Andy 
Keast Harlequins director qf 
rugby. 

• Win was probably one of the 

most consistent players in the 
htemationaJ field He was con- 
sistently great and occasionally 
produced magnificent perfor- 
mances. He changed the na- 
ture of English rugby and 
contributed to the mass appeal 
of the sport You only have.io 
look at the state of rugby 10 
years ago to see what a 
change has occurred, and he 
dd much to promote rugfoy and 
its high-profile image. He has 
crossed the boundary, being a 
personality in his own sport, 
and is a nationally recognised 
figure. Phil de Glanville, Car- 
lingfe successor as England: 
captain. ^ 

• It was one of those situatiorai 
where everything fell in place, 
They say cometh the hour, 
cometh the man and Will 
proved to be the man to pro- 
vide the focus for a resur- 
gence erf Englancfe fortunes He 
became a media darling and 
was the first high-profile Eng- 
lish player. There is no question 
that he was a world class cen- 
tre. Making him captain was the 
best rugby selection I ever 
made. He has had a great, long 
career and rtfs a pity that his 
abrupt retirement comes when 
there was still plenty of rugby 
left in him. Geoff Cooke, for- 
mer England manager. 


Stevenage given go-ahead 
to stage their dream tie 
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Stevenage Borough were yes- 
terday given the go-ahead to 
stage the biggest game of their 
history at their Broadhall Way 
stadium. 

The Football Association 
confirmed the Conference 
side's right to host the fourth- 
round tie against Newcastle 
United by turning down an ap- 
peal from the Premiership club 
over the ground’s safety. 

Members of the FA’s Chal- 
lenge Cup committee brought 
the saga over the venue for the 
match to a close by ruling that 
safety experts had been right to 
approve the ground and the 
temporary seating planned to 
increase its capacity. 

That, however, may not be 
the end of the row that has 
blighted this piece of Cup ro- 
mance. A fresh dispute now 
seems likely ewer the cost of tick- 
ets for the match on 25 January. 
Stevenage intend to raise prices 
sharply for the game. 

The FA spokesman, Steve 
Double, gave the club the good 
news about staging the match 
after a 90-minute meeting at the 
ground. 


“Wc always rely on the safe- 
ty authorities and both they and 
the police are happy for the 
game to go ahead and therefore 
so are we.” Double said. “New- 
castle appear to have accepted 
the decision with good grace.” 

Since the draw was made, the 
dispute which broke out had seen 
Stevenage accuse Newcastle of 
“Big Brother" tactics, while 
Newcastle's manager, Kenny 
Dalglish, had reportedly phoned 
Stevenage's chairman, Victor 
Green, to deny he was “running 
scared” and said he would play 
the non-League side anywhere. 

Newcastle had insisted that 
the Broadhall Way ground was 
not large enough to host Lhe 
televised tie and Dalglish was 
said to have been worried about 
the safety of fans. However, 
Newcastle said in a statement 
yesterday. “We had raised a 
number of issues with the FA 
and we are satisfied that they 
have been given due consider- 
ation. Now that the matter has 
been resolved, both we and 
Stevenage look forward to play- 
ing the fourth-round tic at 
Broadhall Why." 
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Over recent days, Steve- 
nage's chairman had made a se- ^ 
ries of outspoken comments, L ~^ r " . 
but today he was celebrating vKv . 

toiy and offering a hand of con- ~ - 

cilia non towards Newcastle. . •,£ ,L r ‘v 

Green said: “We are de- ;Tv-.. 
lighted with the outcome. It will “ ' ■ ' . 
probably be the greatest occa- 
sion in the history of Stevenage • t. 7 1 1 - \ . 
Football Club. Relations be- ^ .. ■ 

tween the two clubs are very ^ . 
good and they will continue to 
improve up to the game." . 

Stevenage are concerned to- "V: ■- . 
prevent a black market for the ~ 

8,000 tickets available for the ■£ ~ •— _ ; 

match and to prevent Newcas- 

tie fans without tickets travelling ^ ' ..." 

to the game. A final decision on - . 

ticket price levels will not be- 

made until next week, and these 

have to be agreed by Newcas- • f ... — - 

lie and the FA. -. . 

Stevenage’s manager, Pauf / - 
Fairclough, said: “There’s no" •- 

doubt that there will be an in- .. 

Crease. There has to be «$?■,- 
tunately. We are going toffee 
seeing £50m worth of tfes 
players on this pitch and ! ifnftk 
the prices will reflect that • j 

- Marie Bra%-- 
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Ron Lowery/ Tony 5tone 


Hidden treasures in the money maze 
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i go-ahead 

ream tie 


Go on, be honest. Like most of us 
out there your New Year’s 
resolutions probably collapsed 
within 36 hours of the dock 
striking midnight. But that 
needn’t mean you have to stay 
stuck in the labyrinth for ever. 

Nic Cicirtti offers a way out. 

Insurance companies, mongage lenders, 
fund managers and high street banks are 
j all different animals. Yet they have one 
r thin g in common. They thrive on our in- 
ertia. 

They know we have good intentions, that 
we hate being ripped oft. that we can spot 
a bad deal if we really try. But finding our 
way out of the thickets can be so time-con- 
suming it sometimes feels easier to stay 
rooted where we are - and that is how the 
money men become rich. 

The important thing to remind yourself 
Is that the steps you take to improve your 
finances in 1998 are emphatically not part 
of a new-year's resolution package. Rather, 
they each involve a series of simple, even 
if occasionally time-consuming steps. Once 


you have sorted out one problem, yon can 
move to the next one. Before you know iL 
you will be many pounds better off. 

Take the first problem: Christmas over- 
spend syndrome. The chances are you are 
hundreds of pounds, perhaps even £1.000 
in the red on your credit card. Sucking with 
your traditional issuer means paying the 
bill off in, say. four stages of £25D-odd each 
month. By the end, you will probably have 
paid up to £42 interest to your card issuer. 

On the other hand, switching the debt 
to Capital One Bank, which has a one-year 
offer of 6.9 per cent APR, means repay- 
ing the sam e debt would incur interest of 
just £15 or so. So that’s £25 saved. 

Then there is your bank account. For 
the past 457 years you have been loyal to 
the high street bank which gave you your 
first cheque book. The fact is, it pays in- 
terest of just Q.5 per cent if you have £1,000 
with it More likely, when you are over- 
drawn with say, Lloyds, you pay 1.45 per 
cent a month, plus a further £8, if you are 
more than a tenner overdrawn. 

Again, the solution is simple: Schroders 
offers a cheque book and 6.4 pier cent gross 
on minimum balances of £1,000. If you are 
an overdraft merchant, Alliance & 


Leicester, while not so generous in the in- 
terest stakes, charges only 0.76 per cent and 
no additional monthly fee. In nearly every 
case, banks and building societies will fall 
over themselves to help you transfer your 
standing orders and direct debits to a new 
account with them. Try them and see. 

So, you are probably £60 to £70 better 
off already. Funny how the walls on that 
maze already look smaller. Fancy anoth- 
er go'? 

Let's take your savings. You have paid 
off your debts and are now putting mon- 
ey away for a rainy day. You need quick 
access to it, so shares and suchlike are not 
high on the list. Alliance & Leicester, so 
nice when it came to overdrafts, is paring 
you 4.6 per cent gross on that £1 jOO you 
have tucked away. That is £69 a year be- 
fore tax. The thing is. Woolwich is paying 
7 per cent gross on its Cardsaver account. 
That is £105 a year before tax, or £36 more. 

Plus, you are married. One of you is on 
higher rate tax. the other is on 23 per cent, 
or may not be working. Have you filled in 
a form to have interest paid gross? For a 
□on-iaxpayer. that works out at 0.1 mure 
interest for every £100 paid gross. For high- 
er rate- taxpayers, having an account in your 


lower-rated spouse’s name saves you £17. 

You're on a roll. Take the mortgage next 
For the past three years, you have been on 
the Halifax's variable rate, currently 8.7 per 
cent On £50.000 loan, that means payments 
of £330 a month. A two-year fix. present- 
ly available from FirstMortgage, is pegged 
at 4.7 per cent. That is about £180 a month 
for two years, reverting thereafter to a vari- 
able rate which is presently 0-5 per cent 
cheaper than the Halifax. So even after two 
years, you will save almost £20 a month. 

Then there is your home and contents 
insurance. Premium Search, a telephone 
broker based in Northampton, offers to un- 
dercut the cheapest annual quote for 
combined cover by £50. Easy. 

We're really motoring now. Which 
brings us to car insurance. Last year, in- 
ertia meant you stayed with the same in- 
surer. Go on. make a few calls. The 
chances are you'll save another £50 or so. 

By this stage, the hedges on that maze 
are really small. So small you can step over 
rhem with ease. You are many hundreds 
of pounds a year better off, to the point 
where you can begin to set aside money for 
ihe long term. That means equities, which 
experts assure us have out-performed de- 


posit accounts over longer periods. But 
where to turn? 

Things are now a little more compli- 
cated. There are scores of financial prod- 
ucts, aD of them slightly different from each 
other. Which is right for you? 

At this stage, swallow your pride. You 
need to talk to a good independent financial 
adviser. They are not difficult to find. One 
call will gjve you a list of three in your area. 
You may need a few tips on how to pick 
one. But that comes later. Meantime, get 
cracking on these ideas. And watch the 
pounds rolling in while the maze shrinks. 

Premium Search 0S00 709876; Capital One 
0800 669000; Alliance & Leicester Alliance 
account 0500 959595; Woolwich 0800 
222200; FirstMortgage OSOO 080088; 
Schroders 01 71 6583301; for a financial ad- 
viser near you, caUIFA Promotion 0117971 
1177. 

The Independent' has published a five 
'Guide to Malang 'tour Investments Work for 
You '. The guide, by Steve Lodge personal fi- 
nance editor on the 'Independent on Sun- 
day'. is sponsored by Wesleyan Financial 
Sen ices. It is mailable by calling 0800 137 
9749. Or fill in the coupon on page four. 
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ur 1997/98 PEP. Trust M&G 
with the Fundamentals. 


T o help you solve your basic investment needs, 
M&G has created the Fundamentals range 
of PEPs. 


i Over 400.000 people deal direct 
with M&G - making us one of the 
most popular Investment managers. 



. • • ; jkia jwaratRXt. 


Need a high income now? 

For Income at a rate hl^hef them ihe 
average building society account discove r 
77te M&G Corporate Band. PEP Fund * 
currently top of Its sector (stare launch inApal l994)f 

Need a rising income? 

Our Managed Income PEP Fund,* .gives an 
attractive level of income, and the prospect of 
your returns increasing over time. It holds a 
range of M&G’s Income funds. 


NO INITIAL 
CHARGE* 

NO WITHDRAWAL 
FEE 

AFTER 5 YEARS 


’ ; Need growing long term storks? 

The M&G Blue Cfrfp PEP Fund* 1 Invests to the UK's 
: largest companies and is an excellent 
-way to tap' Into tbecuneht strength of 
. the UX economy. - 
Coming soon - The bunch oflfip jtfic uOa 
Tracker Fund isubjed ta FSA authorisation). 

. The M&G (SAsuny promise • • 
The Government plans .to replace PEps with 
Incfisidtaal'Savihgs -Accountfig 1999. Wfepmmiseto 
make mpenaitychcuge when you transfer your 
M&G PEP holding to our ISA. - - 
Ask for details ofJthls essentia/ nmge today. 



0345 321 037 





mSM: 

v;.. ' ;>w- 



• 


t 








tht 
Sat 
22 | 



5 

i 



t 


1 


In s 
Tot 
has 
the 
losi 
goa 
gar 
has 


rej. 

wh 


we- 

i 

visi 
enc 
but 
eni 
bo I 


Ten 

on 

ten: 

con 

sec 


Sqi 

whi 

woi 

fan 

hav 

tua 

abi 

not 

eni 

net 


a h 
GK 

ers 

jur< 

out 

wo 


am 

wai 

ne> 

jok 

-a 

int 

cor 

ten 

his 


prt 

on 

the 

len 


wh 
em 
cer 
gn 
tan 
lyl 
a i 
(m 
\y\ 
to 


wb 

M( 

In 

pa 

foi 

en 

inj 


in 

*C 

sat 

bri 

all 


THE INDEPENDENT 
SATURDAY 10 IANUARY l Qfl 8 


2/PERSONAL FINANCE 


...„ — **** 




l ect 


T 



Time for 
a tax-form 
amnesty 


NIC 

CICUTTI 


PERSONAL FINANCE IOURJMALIST OF THE YEAR 


Time for a small confession. 
A few months ago, taking my 
courage in both hands, I 
actually completed my 
1996/97 Inland Revenue tax 
return. Despite my allegedly 
knowledgeable status in such 
matters. I hale filling in these 
forms, and it was with a great 
sense of relief (and some 
pride) that I mailed mine off 
to Edinburgh. 

Imagine my surprise a 
few weeks later when a letter 
arrived from the Revenue 
telling me that I was owed 
more than £570. Uncertain if 
this was so, I called Edin- 
burgh. Twenty minutes later, 
the truth: I had messed things 
up and actually owed the tax- 
man £2.200. 

Cue belly-laughs and a 
great wave of Schadenfreude 
from readers of this section. 
At least, unlike more than 3 
million people, I actually 
returned my form. Earlier 
this week, Lhe Inland Rev- 
enue admitted that, with 
barely three weeks to go be- 
fore the final deadline for 
their return, out of 9 million 
forms sent out in April last 
year, some 37 per cent had 
not been sent back. 

The Revenue claims the 
majority of unretumed forms 
are from accountants and 
lax agents, who always leave 
things to the last minute. 

Perhaps this is true: we 
shall see. But it strikes me 
that despite the Revenue's 
protestations, there is the 
very real prospect that hun- 
dreds of thousands of people 
will- mjg& U)e 31. January: 
deadline to complete last- 
yt$r'S4a*re* urns. Rningiate : 
returns £100 each, as it has 
given itself the power to da 
could net the Inland Revenue 
tens, possibly hundreds of 
millions of pounds. 

A couple of years ago, I 
attended a Revenue press 
conference where self- 
congratulatory officials de- 
scribed the forms they would 
be asking us to fill out as “the 
easiest to understand in the 
world". 


That, too, may be true 
(which leaves me wondering 
just how awful everyone 
else’s forms are). What is 
dear is that ours are nowhere 
near as simple to understand 
as Hector die Inspector and 
his mates first reckoned - as 
the mass of mistakes (apart 
from mine, that is) detected 
in the forms that were sent 
back prove. 

Under such circum- 
stances, for the Revenue to 
fine anyone this year would 
be a disgrace. Treasury 
ministers (perhaps even 
Geoffrey Robinson himself, 
the Paymaster-General and 
Government tax expert) must 
declare a temporary amnesty 
towards late returns. One 
month would help most peo- 
ple, two months would solve 
nearly everyone's problems. 

Secondly, the Revenue 
should also go back to the 
drawing board in respect of 
the form itself. Not for my 
sake (although I clearly need 
all the help I can get), but to 
assist the hundreds of thou- 
sands of others whose only 
crime is to have a perfectly 
understandable phobia. 


Welcome back to our 12-page 
Your Money section, baited 
temporarily during the fes- 
tivities. This edition, the first 
of the year, has a “what to do 
in 1998” slant. We hope to 
cover similar areas in the 
course of the next few weeks, 
ahead of (yawn) the end of 
the 1997/98 tax year in April 
If there are any points you 
wish -to see cowered, please • 
' write, in to me: Nic Cicutti, 

“ .IhfrA Independent, ■Qa?r^. 
Canada Square, Canary 
Wharf, London, E14 5DL. 

One issue you may be in- 
terested in is how to make 
your investments work for 
you. If so, this is the subject 
of a new guide, written by 
Steve Lodge, my colleague on 
the Independent on Sunday, 
our sister paper. The guide is 
available free to readers of 
The Independent. Call 0800 
137 97 49 for your copy. 


MONEY MAKEOVER 


A lesson to learn about the pension 






Name: Heike Ger hards 
Age: 32 

Occupation; German language tutor 
The problem: Heike has a property 
with a market value of approximately 
£60,000, on which she has a repayment 
mortgage of £42,000 with Nat West She 
currently pays about 8 per cent 
interest. 

Heike is self-employed and conse- 
quently has a small personal pension, 
into which she pays £50 a month. She 
wonders whether this will be enough 
to sustain her at retirement. 

She is also concerned that the 
money she sets aside to pay her tax 
liabilities is not earning enough 
interest She would also like advice on 
income replacement policies in the 
event of frilling ill, plus private med- 
ical insurance cover, in that order. 
Finally, Heike wants advice on any 
other investment opportunities 
available to her. 

The adviser: David Holland, an 
independent financial adviser at 
RK Harrison Financial Services. 
The Maltings, Lurke Street Bedford, 
01234 305555. 

The advice: As far as her mortgage is 
concerned. Heike could consider a 
remortgage, taking advantage of 
Alliance & Leicester's two-year fixed 
interest rate, which at the time of 
writing stands at 4.75 per cent where 
the valuation fee is refunded on 
completion. There is a 0.5 per cent 
arrangement fee, £210 in her case, and 
an early redemption penalty in the first 
five years equivalent to six months’ 
interest. This could lead to a poten- 
tial saving of around £70 per month 
The potential saving over two years 
would be £1.680. 

Although the availability of mort- 
gage offers changes rapidly and 
Allian ce & Leicester's deal may no 
longer be an option, there is no doubt 
that Heike could obtain a better deal 


than is otherwise available to her 
from NatWejil. 

Heike s current level of pension 
contributions. £50 per month, would 
lead to a fund value of £70.880 at 60. 
based on an assumed net growih rale 
of 8 per cent per annum. Up to 25 per 
cent could be taken as tax-free cash. 
If the whole of the retirement fund 
were to be applied to purchase an 
annuity, based on a single life female 
aged 60. where the annuity is payable 
monthly in advance and rises in value 
by 4 per cent a year compound, the 
initial gross annual pension would be 
£3,972. 

The pension referred to above 
would represent about 4.05 per cent 
of her projected earnings, assuming her 
income rises by 5 per cent a year, com- 
pound. 

1 calculate that for Heike to achieve 
a target pension equivalent to 50 per 
cent of her projected income at age 60. 
she will need to increase her monthly 
contributions to 21.5 per cent of her 
rising earnings. L'n fortunately, even if 
she could afford this, her current 
personal pension allowance would 
restrict contributions to £365 per 
month, or 17.5 per cent of earnings. 

1 understand that Heike is invest- 
ing in Legal & General's Managed 
Fund, which over one year to 31 Oc- 
tober 1996. on an offer-to-offer basis 
with gross income reinvested, achieved 
a return of 12.59 per cent against a 
sector average of 1109 per cent. 

Over five years. Legal & General 
achieved 1199 per cent on an annu- 
alised basis against a sector average of 
13.41 per cent. Legal & General's in- 
vestment performance is average: it 
docs, however, have an enviable rep- 
utation for tracker funds and it is 
understood that its new Managed 
Tracker Fund should be available to 
personal pension policyholders some 
time this year. 



} case 

|fgg a ? 

fetishis 


***?«*«*• 




1 

- "O 


Mastering the future: the adviser steered Heike Gerhards away from permanent health 
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For private medical insurance. 
Royal & Sun Alliance offers the best 
terms for the most common “Scale B” 
type of polity, with foil out-patient and 
in-patient cover at £36.54 per month. 
The best terms for in-patient only cover 
are from Norwich Union Personal Care 
at £18.55 per month. This would, 
however, have a two-year claims 
moratorium in respect of pre-existing 
conditions. 

Permanent health insurance (PHI) 
for a female aged 33 next birthday, who 
is a smoker, with cover to cease at age 
60 and a deferred period of 13 weeks 
before benefits kick in, would cost 
£70.44 per month from Friends 
Provident under the company's 
Increasing Claim Plan. This would 
provide a benefit of £1,330 per month, 
or 63.S6 per cent of salary (the maxi- 
mum available). 

Lfoder the Increasing Claim Plan, 
the benefit will increase at 5 per cent 


per ann um compound, the first 
increase taking place when a claim has 
been in course of payment for one 
year. At the termination of the claim, 
the benefit will revert to the original 
ieveL 

However, PHI cover is quite ex- 
pensive and while it provides valuable 
protection, at nearly 3.4 per cent of her 

gross income, she may consider the cost 
too high. 

A cheaper option is critical illness 
insurance, which pays out a lump sum 
on diagnosis on a number of life- 
threatening or crippling illnesses, 
including strokes, cancer or heart 
attacks. The most competitive quote 
on cover of £50,000, for a smoker from 
32 up to age 60, would be £19.98 a 
month from Scottish MutuaL This 
premium is reviewable after a few 
years, however. GA Life offers the best 
guaranteed premium for the same 
cover at £23.60. 


Heike should check to ensure that 
she has premium waiver benefit on her 
pension contributions which will 
provide protection in the event that she. 
is unable to maintain contributionsr 
during sickness or accident. 

Heike has around £10,000 invested 
in a Nat West High Income Account; 
she may wish to consider an instant 
access account through Scottish 
Widows (Postal) which currently gives 
gross interest of 7.1 per cent on 
deposits above £ 10,000. Alternatively, 1 
Alliance & Leicester's 1st Class Instant 
Account pays 7-5 per cent gross on the' 
same sum, although only three with- 
drawals may be made per year. 

Finally, if Heike has not made a wifi, 
her property could end up in the hands 
of people she would have no wish to 
benefit. A will can ensure that her es- 
tate is distributed in accordance with 
her wishes and avoids the potential for 
posthumous squabbles. 
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The product: GT Global's UK 
Key Trends Fund. 


The deal: Invest at least £1.000 
(or £500 through a PEP) and 
GT Global will invest your 
money “thematically". 

This is a fancy way of saying 
they will put it in companies 
which can tap into themes 
(trends) such as the boom in 
financial services, the prolifer- 
ation of media, or expanding 


private health care. 

Three-quarters of the money 
goes into listed UK companies 
deemed to profit from these 
trends. The rest goes into a sim- 
ilar. world-wide fund. 


Plus points: If the fund man- 
agers get it right, the trendy 
stock-picking will yield hand- 
some rewards. 

GT Global, which manages 
£10bn world-wide, has carved 


out a niche by identifying the 
trends and has done well. 

A similar fond in Canada re- 
turned 27.8 per cent last year - 
against just 20.6 per cent for its 
peers. 

The fund managers at GT 
have a rigorous screening 
process to eliminate fly-by- 
night companies from their in- 
vestments. Most GT funds have 
performed consistently above 
average in recent years, though 


there have been some notable 
exceptions. 


Drawbacks and risks: Trends 
are nothing new. In the early 
Seventies an investment vehicle 
called The Motorway Trust was 
set up. The theme was that 
motorways would be put up all 
over the country - it was a boom 
industry. The trust folded after 
a few years. 

GT Global themes include 


financial services, which are 
likely to boom because states 
will not be able to afford in- 
surance, but individuals sup- 
posedly will; and an ageing 
population, which is predicted 
to boost demand for soph- 
isticated drugs and innovative 
therapies. 

These trends, however, are 
no more irrefutable than the 
growth of motorways appeared 
to be in the Seventies. 


Charges include a 5 per cent 

- •' •' ‘ -V " t 

initial charge (which is average) 


and a 1.5 per cent annual 

management fee (on the high 

• 'll 

side). 
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Verdict: Well researched, but 
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only for the wary. 
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Marks out of five: Two, though 


the fund may still present an 

' ' • - 

attraction for inveterate risk- 


lovers. 




Did you know that to receive the maximum pension 
available, you would typically have to be a member of the 
same company pension scheme for 40 years? 

Or that changing your job, even once, could 
dramatically reduce your pension? So that , just when you 
have more time to enjoy life, you have less money. 

Topping up your company pension with an Equitable 
Free-Standing Additional Voluntary Contribution Scheme 
can help bridge the gap. 

You make contributions from your gross income, w ith 
tax relief at the highest rate you pay. 

Remember that the value of tax relief available will 
depend on individual circumstances, and that current 
legislation can change in the future. 

What’s more, we don’t believe in paying commission to 
third parties for the introduction of new business. 

If you would like more information by post and by 
telephone call (0990) 38 48 58, or return the coupon below. 

www.equitabIe.co.uk 

For your jccurky your telephone call may be recorded 

Info mmioi^ Ktvice will only be gives on group products 

Regulated by the Pertonal I nv e stment Authority 


THE EDITABLE LIFE. FREEPOST. WALTON STREET, AYLESBURY. BUCKINGHAMSHIRE KP2 1 7BR 

To- The Equitable Life FREEPOST. Wrfnu Street AYLESBURY. Buds HP2 1 7BR ^ 
I would welcome Information on Tbc Equitable 1 * Free-Standing A VC plans Q 
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APR 

FIXED UNTIL 
JANUARY 1999 


Why pay more? 



Why pay interest 
rales of 20% or more on 
your credit cards when 
you could pay die UK's 
lowest rate - 6.9% APR FIXED - with a 
Capital One VISA card? And there's No 
Annual Fee! 

Just transfer your balance from 
your high interest cards to our low 
6.9% APR Capital One VISA card and you 
could SAVE up to £266 in your first year*. 
And after January 1999 you'll only pay the 
low rate of 17.9% APR variable. 

The Capital One VISA card is accepted 
wherever you see the VISA sign, and you 
don't need to bank with us. Capital One 
Is one of the oldest established credit 
card businesses in the world with over 
10 million customers world-wide. 

So why not start saving money today? 
Just give us a cal! now on 0800 66 9000 
FREE to apply for your 6.9% APR FIXED 
Capital One VISA card or request a FREE 
information pack. 


NO ANNUAL 



7T CALL FREE 

0800 66 9000 


AND QUOTE M74-301 TO APPLY OR REQUEST A 
FREE INFORMATION PACK 


CapitaiOm' 


Capital One Bank, Cud SeiMees. RO. Boa 31 7. 
Netting fom, NC7 TWO. 
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6.69% ( 7.0% APR) 
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MORTGAGE RATE FIXED 


UNTIL JANUARY 2003 . 




With uncertainty about interest rates, 
now is the perfect time to know 
exactly what you will be paying until 

/T n o/il Januar y 2003 - 

\ ■ ■ w /O / j Some things won’t be changing, like 
our new Fixed Rate Mortgage, fixed at 
6.69% 7.0% APR until 1 January 2003. 

If you are an existing customer on the move or a new 
mortgage customer, it’s available up to 90% of the value of 
your property. Applicants must take out a Woolwich 
Homewise buildings and contents policy. 

To find out how to fix your mortgage rate with Woolwich 
Direct, just call us for an immediate personal quotation 
quoting reference 1X101. Hurry though, we may not be able to 


keep this offer open for long. 

Get muck more with 

WOOLWICH 


DIRECT 


0645 75 75 75 
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COLLECT TO [NVFST 

A case of 
luggage 
fetishism 


Indulge yourself in a harmless 
fetish: collect leather luggage. 
This is no ordinary turn-on: as 
John Windsor writes, it's not the 
material involved that 
determines the fetishism, but 
the personal identification 
with the collectible. 


A private collection of no fewer than 
154 pieces of modern Louis Vuitton 
luggage is being offered by Christie's 
South Kensington this month. There 
are trunks, suitcases, hold-alls, bat 
boxes, cruiser bags, shoe cases, brief 
cases, beauty cases and men’s clutch 
hags -sufficient for a permanently jet- 
setting famille nombreuse. 

It is no surprise that the vendor, 
an anonymous and evidently rich 
“lady" thought to be of Middle East- 
ern origin, seems to have developed 
an addiction to posh luggage. Tech- 
nically, it is a fetisiustic collec tab le: that 
is. one that the owner identifies with 
(not necessarily because much luggage 
is made of leather). 

Old, honey-coloured leather suit- 
cases smelling of spilled perfume and 
plastered with the stickers of the 
Orient Express, Cunard and grand ho- 
tels in Nice and Nairobi are re- 
minders of a bygone age of gracious 
living and intrepid travelling - a joy 
to own and cult objects to be seen with. 

Luggage made by the French com- 
pany Louis Vuitton, founded in 1854, 
has long occupied the top rack of style 
- without relying on the lure of 
leather. Throughout its histoiy, the 
Vuitton family has hob-nobbed with 
leading fashion designers, explorers, 
automobile designers, even composers 
of music, producing custom-made 
suitcases and trunks covered with the 
distinctive LV-monogram canvas. 

Their concealed compartments 
and cunning fold-out contraptions tell 
intimate tales of lives lived to the fulL 
A Louis Vuitton Stokowski travel bu- 
reau trunk of 1941 - pul into pro- 
duction after being designed for 
Leopold Stokowski the avant-garde 
conductor who brought fame to the 
Philadelphia Orchestra in the Twen- 
ties - sold for £17,000 at a Christie’s 
charity auction of antique trunks in 
Hong Kong in 1996. 

An ingeniously designed writing 
desk folds into its top, and there is 
storage for books and files, even a 
typewriter. 

Trunks are a thing of the past - 
there is none in Lhe forthcoming 
South Ken sale - but ft was Vuitton 
who designed the first wardrobe trunk 
in 1875 ("having been tipped off by the 



Bags of style: Louis Vuitton 
luggage to be auctioned at 
Christie 1 ^ 


couturier Worth that crinolines were 
on their way out) and they are now 
collected and used as space-saving bed- 
room furniture. Some are serving as 
linen chests at the foot of the bed. 

In the past couple of years, ac- 
cording to Suzette Shields of Christie's 
South Ken, trunks have risen in price 
from £l,400-£L500 to around £1,800. 
A Louis Vuitton wardrobe trunk 
bound in leather and brass fetched 
£1,840 (estimate £U00-£1,800) in 
South Ken's monthly costume and tex- 
tiles sale in November. A new Louis 
Vhitton trunk can cost up to £S .500. 

At auction, this is still a dealer’s 
market, so private buyers stand a 
chance of carrying off vintage luggage 
at below retail prices. A Vuitton suit- 
case from the Twenties will probably 
cost you £500-£700. It is not only the 
Hong Kong Chinese that go for them. 
Ms Shields reports that the Japanese 
are big bidders. They wfll be much in 
evidence at this month’s big sale. 

Sotheby’s also sells luggage, both 
in its costume and textile sales and its 
sales of collectors’ vehicles and auto- 
mobilia. Auctioneer Toby Wilson lyri- 
cisms: “S wanning through London 
airport with a Louis Vuitton suitcase 
is a statement of style, status and 
wealth. I know a lady who bought a 


set of Vuitton luggage at Sotheby’s spe- 
cially for her honeymoon, then sold 
it privately when she got back. It was 
for appearance - she just wanted that 
honeymoon to be an event to re- 
member". 

In this month’s sale of Louis Vuit- 
ton at South Ken: a lot of four pieces 
- hard suitcase in LV fabric, bound in 
leather and brass, the interior labelled 
Louis Vuitton Paris Nice 931732 
(shown here): a beauty case - the in- 
terior lined in beige leather with a re- 
movable panel between two sections 
and adjustable compartments for 
flasks: a handbag and a make-up bag. 
Estimate: £9UO-£1JOO the lot. 

The Vuitton company is still a sty le 
pioneer - which augurs well for 
secondhand Vuitton prices. Just as 
Gaston, Louis Vuitton ‘s son. invited 
leading artists and designers such as 
Crystofle to design trench- bottles 
and silver accessories for his luggage, 
the Vuitton company celebrated the 
centenary of its famous monogram last 
year by commissioning designs from 
seven designers, including Vivienne 
Westwood, Helmut Lang and Manolo 
Blahnik. Westwood, characteristically, 
designed a bum bag to be worn like 
a bustle, preferably atop exposed 
buttocks. Flagship Vuitton stores are 


to open in Bond Street and the 
Champs Elvsees, Paris, early next year. 

Vintage motorists are among the 
most enthusiastic bidders at auction. 
Vuitton designed trunks contoured to 
fit the bodies of limousines by Rolls- 
Royce. Peugeot and Hotchkiss with 
bevelled lids that kept out dust and 


rain. There were ice boxes, footrest 
cases - rubberised top for feet, stowed 
on the floor in front of the back seat 
- and above all picnic sets, which have 
acquired a vogue of their own. J usi the 
thing for Ascol. 

Sotheby’s does a nifty line in them 
at its sales of collectors' vehicles and 
automob ilia. Picnic sets by Vuitton are 
rare, but there are plenty by Coracle 
and some by Mappin & Webb, Drew, 
Sirram, Barrett and the noted 
F mnigans - The ones that sell best look 
the most nostalgic, with shiny sil- 
vered kettle, spirit burner, wicker- 
bound milk bottle and racked crockery 
and cutlery. 

The auctioneers know the ones 
most likely to sell - they are illustrated 
in the catalogue. At Sotheby's, a 
Barrett with not only a kettle but a 
compact saucepan, nest of glasses, 
three ceramic condiment sets, butter 
jar, brandy and whisky bottles, hip 
flask and corkscrew, fetched £747 in 
September's vehicle sale. At least the 
lifestyle that that denotes is not a thing 
of the past. 

Never pick up any old leather lug- 
gage or wicker picnic sets by the han- 
dles: leather fatigue and woodworm 
in the wicker could mean, warns Mr 
Wilson, “that you are left with the han- 
dle in your hand and the rest of iL still 
on the floor". 

Christie's South Kensington: A Collec- 
tion of Louis Vuitton Luggage, Tuesday 
27 January, 4pm after the costume and 
textile sale (2pm) m which there are 25 
lots of luggage. 85 Old Brompton 
Road, London SB7 (0171-581 7611). 
Sotheby’s Collectors’ Vehicles and,4uto- 
mobilia, R.4F Museum, Hendon, 
Monday 30 March (10.30am). 


INTERNET INVESTOR 

Home 
loans 
on-line 



ROBIN AMLOT 


Just over a month ago, 1 was 
writing about using the 
World Wide Web to find the 
right mortgage. Then, it was 
not possible to arrange a 
mortgage on-line. Now it isl 

Birmingham -based broker 
Paragon Mortgages has 
launched the first mortgage 
which is available exclusively 
on-line through its website. 
Paragon offers a two-year 
fixed rate, at 4 .59 per cent, for 
loans of up to 70 per cent. 

This is not only the first 
mortgage directly available 
on-line, it is also among the 
lowest offers available. For 
those with smaller deposits. 
Paragon is offering a two-year 
fixed rate of 4.99 per cent for 
loans of up to 90 per cent. 

As with all fixed-rate 
loans, there is a thumping 
penalty clause for early re- 
demption. In this instance, if 
you pay off the mortgage 
within six years, you will be 
faced with paying the equiva- 
lent of six months' interes re- 
payments. However, the loan 
is portable to a new property. 

Through the website you 
can apply on-line for a deci- 
sion in principle within a 
day. The on-line “agree men l- 
m-prinriple" form gives Para- 
gon enough information to 
do a quick credit check. 
There is no charge and no 
obligation on you to proceed 
any further. 

Providing Paragon agrees 
your proposal, the next step 


is to download a full appli- 
cation form. At this stage 
there is an application fee of 
£100 and a completion foe of 
£100 for loans of up to 
£50,000, or £150 for loans up 
to £100,000. Although Para- 
gon charges no valuation fee, 
you will bave to pay legal 
costs which may exceed £250. 
Buildings and contents in- 
surance is compulsory. 

Paragon also has a range 
of discounts, cashbacks and 
fixes. Full details are available 
on the website. 

At the same time as 
Paragon launched its fixed- 
rate mortgage, the Stafford- 
shire Building Society began 
taking its first tentative steps 
on the Web. The society has 
assets of just over £lbn and 
is a “committed mutual”. As 
such it offers established cus- 
tomers a discounted “loyalty 
mortgage" interest rate. 

Staffordshire’s site offers 
basic background on the 
society and its ethos. So far, 
there is only limited infor- 
mation about its mortgages 
and savings products and 
none at all about its personal 
equity plan or credit card. But 
added-value content is likely 
to follow now the society’s site 
is operational 

Paragon Mortgages: 

k-h w. paragon -mortgages, co. uk 

Staffordshire: 

h ^wsiaffordshirebMldmgtociety. 
co.uk 


To profit 
B you need 


from endowments 
a policy of no surrender 


For holders of with- 
profits savings plans and 
pensions,' the annual 
round of bonus 
declarations is a bitter- 
sweet ritual. 

Announcements by 
insurers of how much 
they will be paying 
policyholders whose 
plans mature this year 
also offer a clue as to 
how much the rest of us 
stand to get in a few 
years’ time. The news is 
both good and bad, as 
Andrew Verity explains. 

For those who have held 
endowments or self-employed 
pensions for the last 25 years, 
this year's season may the 
sweetest ever. When policies 
were bought in 1973, the stock 
market was about to hit its 
lowest point of the last three 
decades. But since then, a long 
bull-run has produced spectac- 
ular returns which should make 
those policyholders very glad 
they bought their with-profU 
endowments. 

A policyholder who started 
a £50-a-month, 25-year endow- 
ment with GA Life in 1973 
would this year collect a stun- 
ning payout of £120,784 - on 
contributions totalling just 
£15,000. That is 5 per cent 
more than last year’s record 
payout. It is equivalent to an an- 
nual interest rate of 14.2 per 
cent, every year since 1973. 


Friends Provident, Norwich 
Union and Scottish Provident 
have also announced payouts on 
25-year policies which equate to 
paying 13 per cent in interest 
every year. Why does anyone 
hold long-term money with a 
building society or bank, paying 
. less than half of that rate? 

But for savers who started a 
policy recently, the sweet taste 
of this year's bonus begins to 
sour. Holders of with-profits 
policies get an annual bonus - 
a guaranteed percentage of 
their money resembling an in- 
terest rate - based on the 
growth of the with-profits fund 
which holds their savings. It is 
high bonuses in the past which 
have allowed life offices to pay 
out record amounts this year. 

But for future savers, the pic- 
ture is not so pretty. With the 
FTSE growing by 22 per cent 
last year, policyholders might be 
forgiven for thinking they 
should receive healthy annual 
bonuses. Yet this year, against 
expectations, almost all life 
offices will cut them. Despite 
growth of 20 per cent in the 
with-profits fund last year, GAs 

annual bODUS OD Hfc pOlideS 

falls from 6.75 to 6.25 per cent. 
Norwich Union’s falls to 6 from 


6.5 per cent. Whau a policy- 
holder might ask. is going on? 

The life offices do have an 
explanation. Actuaries, the 
powerful figures who decide 
how much money to distribute, 
will only pay guaranteed annual 
bonuses if they think they' can 
be supported by strong invest- 
ment growth in future. Almost 
universally, the actuaries now 
say that double-digit growth 
can no longer be expected. 

The reasons are two-fold. 
First, life insurers have now 
lost faith in the dazzling returns 
of the 1970s and 19S0s. Actu- 
aries point to the drop in long- 
term yields on gilts (government 
securities) to their lowest level 
for decades of 625 per cent: that 
reflects the market view that en- 
tering monetary union will mean 
lower inflation. lower interest 
rates and lower investment 
growth over the next 15 years. 

Second, life insurers have in 
recent years kept bonus rates 
higher than the long-term returns 
on their funds appear to justify. 
So much so that cautious offices 
such as Sun Life last year accused 
competitors of maintaining in- 
supportable bonuses in an effort 
to entice new customers. 

The downward shift in 


Payouts on 10 and 25-year endowment policies * 


Life Office 
GALife 

Norwich Union 
Friends Provident 
Scottish Provident 


10 -year 

£10,305 

£10,063 

£9,919 

£9,508 


Equivalent 

25-year 

Equiv 

annual yield 


yld 

10.4% 

£120,784 

14.2% 

10.0% 

£100.247 

13.0% 

9.7% 

£106,188 

13.4% 

8.9% 

E94.B20 

12.7% 


*wHi payments of £50 a month, matunng in 1990 


bonuses is already shown in 
maturity payouts to Ill-year 
policies. Here, returns equate 
to an annual interest rate of 10 
percent rather than 13 per cent. 
Actuaries predict that in future 
these will become even smaller. 

Richard Harvey, chief exec- 
utive of Norwich Union, ex- 
plains: "Our view of the long- 
term investment outlook has led 
us to reconsider the level of an- 
nual bonus payable. We believe 
annua! bonuses need to be at a 
level which we can reasonably 
expect to achieve in the future." 

With annual bonuses at 6 per 
cent or Jess, a policyholder 
might be forgiven for thinking 
an account with Standard Life 
Bank, or Tesco's. or Direct 
Line would pay belter. But for 
those who are sure they can af- 
ford to save over a long lime, 
this is not true. While life offices 

are cutting their annual 
bonuses, terminal bonuses - the 
extra amount paid i/ a policy 
gets to maturity - are going up. 

Unfortunately, more than a 
third of policyholders wilh en- 
dowments surrender their poli- 
cies before five years arc up-Less 
than 20 per cent keep up pay- 
ments for 25 years. For the hun- 
dreds of thousands who 
surrender policies early, the 
terminal bonus is a phantom. 

If the policy is instead sold 
to someone else, a higher value 
can be had by selling the en- 
dowment through a market 
maker. For policyholders forced 
to cash in their policies, the 
menage is straightforward. 
With endowments, you slioulJ 
never surrender. 


FIND THE UK’S 
LEADING 
LOW-COST PEP IN 
THREE SECONDS. 


TICK.HCK.HCK. 


□ AVERAGE ANNUAL GROWTH OF 19.5%* 
SINCE 1992. 

□ IN THE TOP 10% OF ALL UNIT TRUSTS 
OVER 1,2, 3,4 AND 5 YEARS. 

□ NO INITIAL CHARGE/ 


Impressive annual tax-free growth. Unrivalled consistent performance. 
Primarily invested in UK blue-chip stocks like Shell, Tesco, BT and Guinness. 
f And ail you pay on the way in is 0.5% Government Stamp Duty. 

The Save & Prosper Growth Fund PEP. To find out more, call us now. 


LINES OPEN 8 am TO 8 pm, 7 DAYS A WEEK. 

0800829100 

©SAVE&PROSPER 

www.prosper.co.tifc 

On 24,54)6 th8 objective of 8» fond (formerly known as ScotWs) 
was braacterad from inwastment h finance services to investniGnt h any economic sector. 


■All figures are based on buying to seltng price with net incorrt8 reinvested over 5 years to 22.1 2.97. Source; MlcropaJ. The value of investments 
and any income from them, can fafi as well as rise and you may not get back the amount invested. Tax concessions am not guaranteed- their 
value WUI depend on individual circumstances. Exchange rates may also affect performance. Past performance Is not a guide to future returns 
It was announced in the 1997 budget that from 6th April 1999 the fricome tax credit wfll no longer be redalmabla h a PGP and that other lax 
benefits may change with the planned introduction of a new Individual savings account Sava & Prosper Group is regulated by the Personal 
Investment Authority and IMRO. We only advise on products and services offered by the Flemings and Save & Prosper Marketing Group. 
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<y; A^Tpage guide. to help you : plan ttrrnatch 
ypuc investments to your financial needs 


n Tide the box if you would prefer not to receive further 
^ Information on Wfesfcyan Assurance investment services. 


Ring 0800 137 97 49 


■send r.' IndependenlAVesleyan Assurance Free Guide 
FREEPOST MID 00001 , Swindon Wilts SN3S 1XZ 


Direct line Rates 


SAVINGS RATES 


Direct Line Instant Access Account 

- 7^QBXgss^- 



Direct Line Standard Variable Mortgage Rate 

VARIABLE RATE 


7 .WS 

' • _ -’ 4 



Direct Line Personal Loan 

AMOUNT OF LOAN 

- v? y* r - 

£3,000 


£6.000 


£10,000 



AH tapes correct at 5 th January 1958 . 


0181 6671121 


SAVINGS 


0181 649 9099 


MORTGAGES 



0181 680 9966 


(P1RICTUNE) 


PERSONAL LOANS 


FINANCIAL SERVICES 


mnutitctllauaak 


Source: Direct Line Financial Services. For further information about 
the Direct Line products listed above, please phone the app r opri ate 
number quoting rtf. INDBB41 


Mokpbm and pm»W«l by Dhaci LaM finmdal Sna) Umhtd, 2X0 St. Vincent amt. 

I Cl 5SH- tar m iI iha dapaala end wle yam In* tnm - tfln" 1 Xyt 


"Tbe pm mhAi Me paid eUu ikdngie n <jT farom. am end it bwd on MhI p^nnnt at 
beam. (%l neon ad — — «f tfca accoam an tiaM t on m — t . Fin nMpvt aaanitf 
in daa faun uT ■ BtK L 09 I Onp/ScmM Sec nri iy u 1 ■ ib prop ert y >0 be nfM.Dhnt Una 
mmyug t bon £ to £JW.HK* n mbbk far up to WH. of rtm tuiviy wlanlw or 
[— ■ — pica. a U dew b ibt Iok Mm qaamdam ■niMiln oo ntM. SoltfM as aeon. 
■•M mtHnidmuieUX 

YOUR HOME IS AT RISK IF YOU OO NOT KEEP UP REPAYMENTS 
ON A MORTGAGE OR OTHER LOAN SECURED ON IT. 

For jam addod — cority ul ipboni cilb may be imaitwl end l aad mnl y naaiinaarf . Pbxcl Unon4tfw 
rad wbphnnr on ■n fc . d b — tnirnnafa of Panel Law Imaaq pie and nod wilt ~ 


BRIAN TORA 



The art of 
self-defence 
for investors 


We did not have to wait too 
long for a sharp reminder 
that Asian markets are a 
long way from having put last 
year’s problems behind them. 
Hong Kong has had a very 
uncomfortable week as fears 
of more devaluation, corpo- 
rate crashes and banking 
defaults gathered. 

It is still remarkable how 
little knock-on effect this has 
had in developed markets. ft 
would not do to exaggerate 
the effects but there will be 
some more direct conse- 
quences. 

It is probably easier to pick 
the stocks and sectors to 
avoid rather than those which 
look certain to do well. Any 
business with exposure to the 
Far East looks likely to have 
a tough time and should be 
expunged from investment 
managers’ portfolios. But you 
can add those companies 
which could be disadvan- 
taged by cheap Asian imports 
in this countiy to the lisL 

I remain convinced that it 
will be right to be defensive 
during the months ahead. 
What exactly is a defensive 
sector? Well, it is one which 
might be termed in a raging 
bull market as being unex- 
citing. In particular, those 
businesses and industries 
largely focussed on the do- 
mestic market are likely to 
have those defensive qualities 
that investment managers 
will be looking for in 1998. 
Aside from the fact that the 
strength of sterling has made' 
the translation of overseas 
profits less attractive, there will 
be many exporters which, 
having hedged their position 
for 1997, wfll find themselves 


more exposed to an expensive 
currency this year. 

Among the traditionally 
defensive sectors, utilities 
and Food retailers feature. It 
has not always been plain 
sailing for the food retailers, 
given that they have reached 
virtual saturation in their tra- 
ditional markets. Personally, 
I would prefer utilities, de- 
spite possihle regulatory 
interference. The two Scottish 
generators. ScotlishPOwer 
and Scottish Hydro look good 
value, while United Utilities 
and Anglian Water also 
feature on our buy list. 

Banks are also a defensive 
sector - at least, those not 
exposed to Asian loans. Cor- 
porate activity seems set to 
continue, while the ability to 
cut costs out of these opera- 
tions is considerable. De- 
spite their good performance 
last year, companies like 
Abbey National, Bank of 
Scotland and Barclays should 
feature in any diversified 
portfolio. 

Then there are the brew- 
ers. Again, they tend to be a 
fairly domestically’ orientated, 
although Bass recently an- 
nounced an expansion of its 
hotel chain into Australia. If 
it is just UK exposure you are 
looking for, Whitbread seems 
the company, but Scottish «fc 
Newcastle also looks good 
value, although much de- 
pends on whether its Center 
Parcs operation in conti- 
nental Europe starts to ben- 
efit from increased consumer 
expenditure. 


Brian Torn is chairman of the 
Greig Middleton investment 
strategy committee. 
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The Corporate Bond PEP 


Legal & General’s low costs provides 
better value and reduces risk 


Legal & General have led the way 
in providing low cost, high performance 
PEPs to our customers. 


The low cost 


CIURLNTLY F-VYLVG 

7.3 %Va - 

tax » KI T 1NCOMK 


high income 


I.OWTS1 I OST 

-ONLY 0.5 " 


’.ANN l AL MANAt.LMLM 
CHAKGr. 


NO INITIAL i'T.r 
NO wrrfiWiAWAL FOi 


Over the years, our deterrainaton to 
provide outstanding value for money 
has meant that today. Legal .& General 
Investment Management has in excess of 
£50 billion under management. 

Now, we are delighted to introduce 
the latest improvement to our PEP 
range - Legal & General s Corporate 
Bond PEP 

Once again, we’ve 
delivered unbeatable value, j 
providing the lowest cost 
diversified Corporate Bond PEP on the 
market with annual management 
charges of only 0.?V with no initial or 
withdrawal fee. 

So, for a regular, high tax-free 
income on your savings find out more 
about Britain's best value Income PEP 
today. Just complete and return the 
coupon or cali0?00 11 66 22 now. 
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Find out more non— pb one free 050011 6622 
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Don’t Waste Your Money 


Save more than £11, get 3 extra 
publications worth £10.40 free and 



never pay any price mcease - ever 


T he best pereon to control your savings and investments is you. But to make the 
most informed choices you need to understand your options. Subscribe to 
Personal Finance magazine and we'll make your money work harder - right away. 


Personal Finance magazine is written especially for those that are new 
to investing and saving, or have too little time to find out about all the 
options for themselves. 


Each month the magazine explains all the complexities in everyday jargon-free 
language covering topics such as: 


PEPs • Pension and savings plan investments • Investment Trusts 
Unit Trusts • Life insurance. and much, much more. 



All for only £2.60 each month from your newsagent. But take up this special 3 pan subscriber offer, and 
youll pay less than £1.67 an issue. 


Part 2 - With this massive J6% discount you may already be reaching for your cheque book. Well, hold on a minute. 
If you choose to pay your subscription by standing order - not only need you SEND NO MONEY NOW - but we will 
hold your subscription at this price forev e r .* 1 THEN THERE ’S MOKE. 


Part 2 -The jargon-busting Complete Guide to Capital Growtbwft help you make your money grow in the way that's 
right for you. — — — — — — 

I I wish to become a subscriber to Personal Finance magazine for only I 
£19.95 for 12 issues and claim The Complete Guide to Capital Growth 1 
(worth £250) and the two editions of What PEP (worth £7.90) both Free to | 

subscribers. ; 


For subscribers to Personal j 
Finance Magazine it’s I 

entirely free. j 


f >£Pgives you ^ I STANDING ORDERS 

the details on how you can get | AcrauntBbedebfteil 

trie most out or saving tax I ™-r; 

f tv. ... . . _ . ° ■ Account No 

Free. Published twice a year, j 


the price of this publication is f Sianaturefs) 

£3.95 per issue. Far you hath j ” 

issues (worth £7.90 will j 

cost nothing at atL I — 


I enclose a cheque for E 1 SL 95 drawn on a UK bank and 
made payable to 

ChanartiousB Communications Group Ltd.n 
Please debit my: 

Access □ YuaO American Express □ Diners □ 
Card No 


Expjrej Ertd_ 


Signature 


I X9.. 


I Branch 

Address 


So - whether you select 
standing order or cash - fill 

and send back this coupon j 

right away (postage is paid) j gjgj" 

I 


Bank 


IN ALL CASES PLEASE COMPLETE YOUR NAME 
AND ADDRESS 


Name 


Address 


and w’e'll help you find out 
how to make the most of 
your money. 


Postcode 


• Please pay Lloyds Bank, 6 Holbom Circus, London ECl 
■ 130 94 31 ) for th a credit of Persona! Rnane e Magazine 


Telephone 


I Account No 08291 25 the sum of £19.95, and £19-95 on the 
■ same date each suceeding ye 07 until further notice in 
writing end debit my/our account accordingly. 


| From dm to dm you may racakri Information from othor urahity selected onxuiintntts about items that could be ol (its ran ll»u 
1 wodd prefer n« to r«c«vo such irtociMdonJua cck hero. □ ^ 


Complete the coupon and return to: 

Personal Finance, FREEPOST, 

4 Tabernacle Street London EG2B 2BH 
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The danger of being too bullish 


Anyone who writes about stock mar- 
kets on a regular basis is. as I remarked 
last week, liable ro make mistakes. 
Error comes with the territory, and 
multiplies exponentially the farther 
forward you look. 

Some mistakes, however, are more 
egregious than others: my apologies 
therefore for the inadvertent slate- 
mem in my column last week that the 
long-run real rate of return from the 
stock market has been 67 per cent per 
annum. Would it were so! The actual 
figure, of course, and the one I 
originally put in the column, before 
the gremlins struck, is 6 per cent to 7 
per cent - and a very nice figure it is 
too. especially when compounded 
over a number of years. Nothing else 
in investment, as we know, beats the 
stock market for long-term capital 
appreciation. 

Nothing alters the fact, either, 
that averages are averages and when 
they are exceeded consistently, they 
have to be followed by periods of less 
than average performance. Looking 
back on the year in the markets in 
1997, we should be grateful for the fact 
that, while nearly all the markeL fore- 
casters got the London and New 
York markets wrong, they ail at least 
erred on the right side - by under- 
estimating what a good year it proved 
to be all round. 

As the chart shows, it was a year 
when shares (as measured by the AH 
Share index] produced a total real re- 
turn of 23.6 percent {Total real return 
measures the combined return from 
dividends and capital appreciation, 
after allowing for the extent to which 
inflation has eroded the purchasing 
power of your investment) This, to put 
it in context is the 10th lime in the past 
16 years that the AH Share index has 
produced a real return in excess of 20 
per cent per annum. 

Last year might have been a good 
one for the All Share index, but there 
have been six others which have been 
even better since I9S0! Given that 
there have been only; two years, dur- 
ing the last 18 (1990 and 1994) when 
the AH Share index has actually faHen, 
it is evident that we are living through 


a bull market of quite remarkable 
length and intensity. 

The average real total return from 
the All Share index since 1980, ac- 
cording to BZW. has been 19.4 per 
cent - that is almost three times the 
long-run historical average. 

The record in the United States has 
been just as good. Given that many 
investors have never experienced a full- 
blown bear market, it is perhaps not 
surprising that the average mutual fond 
investor in the United States believes, 
according to consumer surveys, that 
putting his money into the stock mar- 


15 years. In facL I would go so far as 
to say that you would be unwise to 
invest with one which pretended 
otherwise. 

Looking at the chart also shows two 
other things of interest. One is the now 
widely observed phenomenon that the 
stock market gains were not evenly 
distributed across the range of pub- 
licly quoted companies. The biggest 
companies, as measured by the FTSE 
100 index, comfortably outperformed 
their medium and smaller company 
brethren in the FTSE 250 and small 
capitalisation indices, as they have 


1997: Real total returns 
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ket is likely to produce an average cap- 
ital gain of 30 per cent not just next 
year, but every year into the future! 

History and simple arithmetic, 
alas, tells us that this simply is not 
feasible - though it also tells us that 
there is nothing wrong in enjoying the 
good times while they last. 

Just don’t, for prudence's sake, as- 
sume that they will last for ever. Like 
me. you are probably no great fan of 
insurance companies and have more 
than a little difficulty in understand- 
ing how the bonuses on your endow- 
ment and other policies are calculated 
But the fact that many of the bigger 
providers are now cutting their annual 
reversionary bonuses, while paying out 
large and stfll handsome terminal 
bonuses, is not a surprise. They are 
right to warn that the exceptional 
market returns of the past 15 years are 
highly unlikely to persist for the next 



done for most of the l^Os. 

The so-called small cap revival 
which is always expected lo materialise 
in the later stages of a hull market has 
yet to appear, though it will probably 
do so eventually. 

The other feature to note is the 
strong performance of gilts. They 
may have been overshadowed hy the 
exceptional performance of the stock 
market, but I am happy to say (hav- 
ing ventured to praise their merits on 
several occasions] that 1997 was also 
a quite excellent year for gilts too. Real 
returns of 1 9 3 per cent for long-dated 
gilts. 1 13 per cent for shorter matu- 
rities and 10.8 percent on index-linked 
made it one of the best years in recent 
memory only 1982 and 1993 produced 
dearly higher real returns. Even 
though, in practice, the stock market 
has done hetter in the past 12 months. 
I stick to rm view that, adjusting for 


risk, someone faced with the choice 
between the two classes of asset a year 
ago would have been better advised 
to go for the safer gilts option. 

Gilts also did well on an interna- 
tional comparison. They produced the 
highest returns of any of the large bond 
markets (including the United States, 
Germany. Japan and France). The 
election of a user-friendly Labour 
Government, and its prompt decision 
to hand over monetary policy to an in- 
dependent Bank of England, was a 
crudal factor in underpinning the al- 
ready favourable economic and in- 
flation environment. 

While short-term interest rates 
arc rising, longer-term interest rates 
are still on a downward trend - in part 
reflecting the view that the new 
monetary policy arrangements arc do- 
ing their job at ensuring that inflation 
does not rear its head again in the fu- 
ture (hence also the exceptional per- 
formance of index-linked gilts). 

Is the gilts party over yet? Without 
wishing to predict another year as good 
as last year's. 1 have to say that 1 rather 
doubt it. Many of the fundamental 
arguments for gilts still look attractive, 
and the current financial crisis in the 
Far East hardly counts against them 
the worse it gels, the bigger the 
impact on the rest of the world, and 
the likelier it is that bond yields will 
fall. 

Despite their strong recent per- 
formance. UK bond yields are still the 
highest of any country in Europe: 
although we are committed to staying 
out of the first wave of European 
monetary union, there are reasons to 
expect that our bond yields will 
continue to converge with those that 
are signing up for that high-risk en- 
terprise. And while short-term infla- 
tionary pressures are dearly rising. I 
cannot tor the moment see any real 
clouds on the longer-term horizon. My 
only worry is that many institutional 
investors seem to be thinking the same 
way - and one prefers not, in this busi- 
ness. to be part of a consensus view, 
since the < »nc thing we do know is that 
consensus expectations, like consen- 
sus forecasts, never come true. 


UNDERSTANDING THE STOCK MARKET 

— - — — — « 

Doubling the shares 

doesn’t double the money 


Once upon a time, you 
owned 500 shares in a 
company. Suddenly, 
without quite knowing 
how, you now own twice 
as many shares in the 
same firm. Yet their 
value is half what it was. 
Confused? John Andrew 
explains. 


It was a terrible start to the 
weekend. James had not 
checked the price of his shares 
for a week or so. AH was well 
since he last looked. There 
were a few modest gains, a 
couple had barely moved, while 
there were a few small losses. 
The last share price he looked 
at nearly caused him to choke 
on his croissant Two weeks ago 
it was trading at 300p - now, it 
was 151p. 

He had 1,000 shares in Wid- 
gets pic - he could not believe 
the dramatic fafl. Although he 
had only scanned the financial 
pages in the last fortnight he 
had seen no detrimental news 
about the company. Then the 
post arrived. One envelope 
contained a share certificate for 
another 1,000 shares in 
Widgets. 

The company had under- 
taken what in City parlance is 
called a scrip issue. Technically, 
this is a capitalisation of res- 
erves. This sounds complicated 
but it is very straightforward. 

Suppose a company begins 
life with the issue of 1 million 
shares at £1 each. The pro- 
ceeds will raise £lm, which we 
will assume is used to buy assets 
for the business. Let us now put 
the clock forward a few years. 

Assume lhat over that 
period the company has done 
well and while the shareholders 
received dividends, the company 
also ploughed back £9m of 
profits into the business. The 
accounts still show share capi- 
tal of £ 1 m and reserves of £9m.’ 
This is a simplification, but, sup- 
pose the company's shares are 
now priced £10 (the share- 


holders’ funds are £lm + £9m 
— £J0m: £10m divided by 1 mil- 
lion = £10 per share.) 

Let us suppose the com- 
pany's directors announce a 
“scrip issue” and every share- 
holder will receive one extra 
share for every one they own. 
In City parlance this is called 
a “one-for-one scrip issue”. 
Each shareholder's holding in 
the company will double. The 
company is still worth £10m, 
but, the number of shares has 
increased from 1 million to 2 
million. Each share is now 
worth £5 (£10m divided by 2 
million shares). In other words, 
shareholders are no better oft 
as their holding may have 
doubled, but the share price has 
halved. 

So why does a company 
have a scrip issue? The popu- 
lar explanation is that the shares 
are considered “expensive''. In 
other words. £10 a share maybe 
a barrier for new investors, 
whereas they wiH buy at £5. This 
defies logic, but if you look at 
the price of shares quoted on 
the London Stock Exchange, 
you wiH notice that prices are 
generally under l,000p. 

Nevertheless, a scrip issue 
can have a psychological spin- 
off which benefits shareholders. 
Suppose that our imaginary 
company before the scrip issue 
had a dividend of 43p per share. 
After the issue, if things re- 
mained unaltered the dividend 
would half to 21.5p. The mar- 
ket could take this as a sign that 
dividends wfll increase the next 
year to 22p per share so as to 
avoid a fractional dividend, lb 
reflect the increase in the divi- 
dend payable, the share price 
could rise slightly. 

So what does an investor 
have to do when a company 
announces a scrip issue? The 
answer is usually “nothing". 
Shareholders will receive noti- 
fication of the scrip issue from 
the company. This includes a 
timetable for the procedure. 
One of the peninent pieces of 
information will be the “records 
date". James ignored his noti- 
fication. 


How to weather storm damage to your property this winter 


All those on the share- 
holder's register at that time will 
be entitled to the scrip issue. 
Five to 10 days afterwards the 
shares will be quoted “ex scrip" 
on the markeL This means that 
the price of the shares has been 
adjusted for the issue. The 
letters “xc”, where “c” stands for 
"capitalisation”, will appear 
after the price of the shares 
quoted in the press. 

As soon as the new certifi- 
cates are ready, they will be 
mailed to shareholders. Those 
wishing to sell their entire hold- 
ing before their new certificate 
arrives can do so, for stock- 
brokers will be aware of the 
situation. However, it must be 
made dear when the sale in- 


It defies logic, 
but if you look 
at shares you 
will notice 
prices are 
generally 
under l,000p 

struct ions are given that you 
wish to sell “old” shares, which 
are equivalent to a certain num- 
ber of “new” shares. When the 
new certificate arrives, it must 
be forwarded to the broker 
who dealt with the sale. 

Investors who sell shares 
before the “records date" are 
not entitled to the scrip issue. 
Should the company's share 
register not have been updated 
in time and consequently a 
share certificate for the “new" 
shares is received, this must be 
forwarded to the" broker who 
handled the sale. 

It is only when shares in a 
company are bought or sold 
during the period of the a scrip 
issue that matters become 
complicated. Your broker will 
always be pleased to answer any 
questions that you have and to 
give guidance. 



^ Cruel blow, and more damage is expected 


If your home is one of those 
lashed by the storms of the 
past week, what should you 
do? Guy Dennis makes some 
suggestions. 


Andrew Wilkinson was in bed when his 
house started collapsing around his 
ears. “A terrific crash woke me up. 1 
went to Lhe window and saw my chim- 
ney in the garden and there was de- 
bris everywhere. The chimney came 
down in the 19S7 storms as well and 
I can't believe it’s happened again." 

His home in Seisey, West Sussex, sus- 
tained damag e estimated at £18.000 as 
a result of a freak tornado two days ago. 
Luckily, he was insured and his repair 
bills will be paid by his insurer, Com- 
hHL As storms swept across the UK this 


week causing an estimated £5iNtm of 
damage, others may not he so lucky. 

What should you do if y* >u arc sim- 
ilarly affected? Be ready to talk: this is 
the basic advice from insurance com- 
panies to their policyholders. In other 
words, as soon as possible alter your 
home is damaged hy storms, you should 
contact your insurance company. 

Nearly all insurers have 24-hour 
helplines, but it is worth checking. A 
survey for Cornhill found that 40 per 
cent of people were unaware that their 
insurer had such helplines. 

Emergency repairs are ihc first is- 
sue faced by victims of storm Jamage. 
The Association of British Insurers 
( AB1 ). the industry trade hotly, advises 
that reasonable costs of temporary 
emergency repairs will generally be 
paid by insurance companies. 

The ABI interprets "reasonable 


costs'” as being those needed to stop any 
damage getting worse. However, for re- 
pairs over £510 it recommends insurance 
companies should always be contacted 
before the work is undertaken. 

Temporary repairs carried out by the . 
DIY inclined should also be covered. If 
you board up windows or hire water ex- 
tract »r*. for example, keep the receipts 
- they could form pan of vour claim. 

In a worst case scenario, when your 
home becomes uninhabitable, insur- 
ers should cover the costs of tempo- 
rary accommodation. This too is often 
qualified by the word "reasonable" - 
do not expect a five-star hold. Ac- 
commodation should take into account 
lhe quality of your home, however. 

With emergencies over, you can start 
ii» look at the issue of permanent re- 
pairs to property, but beware. If you've 
su tiered from the .storms Lhen cowboys 


may head your way in a gold rush of 
their own. Mark Barrait, chairman of 
the National Federation of Builders, 
warns that “unscrupulous ‘cowboy’ 
builders always try to take advantage 
of home owners shocked and battered 
by violent weather”. He recommends 
using a reputable builder from a recog- 
nised trade association. Many insurers 
have lists of such builders in your area. 

Flooding is another serious problem. 
Flooded houses need drying, but dry- 
ing things too quickly causes further 
damage. Leave the windows open un- 
til mid-afternoon if the weather permits 
- the air is drier outside. But leave the 
heating oft while windows are open to 
save energy. 

Doors and drawers should be 
opened and you should also clear air 
bricks of any debris. Dehumidifiers are 
good for flooded houses as they dry the 


air without causing heat damage. They 
should be used with the windows dosed. 

Damaged furniture and finings 
should be stored in a dry place as they 
will need to be inspected and may have 
a salvage value even if irreparable. 

Floors may also need to be looked 
aL suspended wooden floors need ven- 
tilating and floorboard may have to be 
lifted to dry the floor thoroughly. A de- 
humidifier may be useful here. 

The wide-scale nature of the dam- 
age has led to mounting claims for in- 
surance companies. The ABI believes 
total costs amount to £300m to£4C0m 
for the storms since Christmas Eve. 
while other estimates are even higher. 

And it may get worse. The message 
from insurers, both in the long and 
short term is: be prepared for more of 
the same. The storms we have seen this 
winter are not yet over. 
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So, have the experts anything to be proud of? Well, yes 


Just over a year ago, 

‘The Independent' asked 
five top independent 
financial advisers to take on 
several hypothetical investors. 
Twelve months on, Nk Gcutti 
discovers how savers would 
have fared with each adviser 
and then carries out the 
acid test: double or quits. 


They always seem to sit in padded leather 
chairs that bob about as they speak, they 
talk confidently about markets, sectors 
and what have you. But when chips are 
down, are independent financial advis- 
ers really any good at advising their 
clients? 

Last year. The Independent created 
different scenarios for five advisers and 
gave them each a notional £10.000 to look 
after. The aim was - and is - not to make 
them look stupid by comparing them to 
each other but to see how well they met 
(heir clients' needs. 

We also assumed that savers would not 
only want their investments to be reviewed 
at the end of the year but. to complicate 
matters further, they might also have a 
further £10,000 to luck away this year. 
Here’s what three members of our panel 
suggested. Next week, the spotlight turns 
on our rwo remaining financial advisers. 



A head start: Investing for future school fees is long-term aim and emerging market funds could be considered 


Photograph: Peter Macdiarmid 



‘Consider 
reducing a 
mortgage’ 

Phillippo Gee, of Gee & Company 


Philippa Gee. at Gee & Company in 
Shrewsbury, was aiming for long-term 
growth for a couple with a relatively con- 
servative investment strategy, but with a 
slight element of risk. She chose to place 
£5,000 in Schroder's UK Equity Fund, and 
£4.000 in Invcsco's European Growth 
Fund, which are both pepable. A further 
£1,000 went into Fidelity's Latin America 
Fund. 

As at the end of December, the 
Schroder fund stood at £5,556.46, In- 
vescos £4.000 was up £600.12 and Fidelity’s 
fund stood at £1.230. In all, the gain was 
£13.85 per cent after charges, many of 


which would have been rebated back to the 
client anyway, as Gee & Co operates on 
a fee-paying basis. 

Philippa says: “Both the Schroder and 
Invesco recommendations have continued 
to meet the criteria they were given last 
year, while the Latin American fund 
ended the year on a more volatile point. 
Nevertheless, it met the intention of taking 
only one tenth of the investment and 
produced the strongest growth. 

“Our aim is to achieve long-term growth 
by retaining the holdings already recom- 
mended and building on the existing in- 
vestments to develop the portfolio further. 

“This year, we would recommend 
£3.000 into the Mercury Eastern European 
Fund. This is denominated in German 
marks and carries both some currency and 
equity risk. To provide exposure to fixed 
interest holdings and balance this, we would 
recommend £5,000 be invested into the 
Aberdeen Fixed Interest unit trust, which 
is pepable. The aim is to produce a rela- 
tively high income, which is reinvested. 

“Finally, M&G have had a troubled few 
years but have since made various changes 
to their funds. We recommend £2,000 into 
M&G’s Growth fund, which is pepable. 
One final point, is that with interest rates 


likely to rise slightly this year, investors 
could consider reducing their mortgages 
with part of the lump sum available and 
channel pari of their monthly savings into 
the various investments." 



‘Good 
prospects 
in Europe’ 

fihupinder Anand at Anand Associates 


Bhupinder Anand, a former IFA ol the 
Year, is based at Anand Associates, in cen- 
tral London. For a couple also seeking long- 
term growth but willing to accept much 
more risk, he suggested £3,500 into 
Schroder s Far Eastern Growth unit trust. 
plus a further £3500 into Baring Europe 
Select and a final £3,000 into Johnson Fry’s 
Slater UK Growth unit trust. 

Johnson Fry’s fund showed gains of 21.4 
per cent over 1997, while Barings delivered 
returns of 16.1 percent. Sadly, this excel- 
lent performance was let down by far East- 
ern markets, leaving Schroder down by 
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the investment trust in 1S68 
“to give the investor of moderate 
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the large capitalist'*. 
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20.25 percent. In all, Bhupinder’s £10.000 
delivered net gains of £670. which, as he 
Mouth' maintains, is still belter than a build- 
ing society account. 

He says: “Generally, two ol the three 
main investments have delivered well and 
1 would noi touch them. The Far East has 
not been good. But while I would not 
recommend investing more in that area. I 
think we should view this fund as a long- 
term investment over at leaM five to seven 
years. 

“As for the next £10.000. I would 
suggest a further £3.000 into the Johnson 
Fry fund. It is a long-term performer, with 
a strong analytical bias, which should do 
well even in a volatile market. It also has 
significant exposure to smaller companies, 
which many people feel should begin to 
eateh up with larger-cap stocks this year.. 

“Next. I would put £4, OIK) into Old 
Mutual’s European Growth fund. There 
are good prospects in Europe and Old 
Mutual, a consistently good performance 
in this area, tends to look at quality stocks 
and would be a good counterbalance to the 
Barings fund. 

"Third, would recommend £2.000 into 
the Henderson Global Technology fund. 
This is quite a volatile fund, one that in a 


real exposure you might switch in and out 
of. This year, 1 think, is a time to be in. 

“Finally. I would suggest £1,000 in the 
First Russian Investment Thist, offered by 
a fund manager called Pictet* This is a bit 
of a gamble. But research by the fond man- 
agers shows the share price of some of the 
companies is less than 1 per cent of their 
net asset values. The share prices simply 
do not reflect their resources. Clearly this 
is a volatile investment. But investors 
whom I placed in this fund over the past 
year or so have shown returns over 100 per 
cent." 



‘Property 
will give 
growth* 


Roddy Kohn at Kohn Cougar 


Roddy Kohn, an IFA at Kohn Cougar, in 
Bristol, who is also a on the board of the 
financial advisers' watchdog, the Personal 
Investment Authority, was there to help a 
younger couple who wanted to save for the 


children’s future education needs. They did 
not need access to their funds for at least 
six or seven years. 

He recommended just two stocks, 
Bankers’ Investment Trust from Hender- 
son Investors, a pepable fund in which he 
suggested £5,000 should be placed. His 
other selection was KJeinwort Benson s 
Charter Investment ‘Crust, also pepable, for 
an equal amount 

The Henderson fund would have been 
worth £5,965, with net income reinvested 
at the beginning of January, a rise of al- 
most 20 per cent, while Kleinwort s in- 
vestment trust delivered gains of 2337 per 
cent rising in value to £6,168.71. 

Roddy says: “I think this couple should 
keep their first £10,000 where it is. Both 
funds have some way to go and there is a 
danger in constantly switching in that you 
incur initial charges whenever you do so. 

“But for the next £10,000, 1 would advise 
£3,000 to go into a M&G Corporate Bond 
PEP. with income reinvested. This is a de- 
fensive strategy for what may be a more 
volatile year investment-wise. 

“A further £4,000 could go into the TR 
Property Trust, which is also pepable. I 
think- property will give good growth over 
the next 18 months or so, while also en- 
hancing the same defensive strategy, acting 
as a balance to last year's investments and 
this year’s remaining selection. 

“For the last £3.000, I would recom- 
mend some exposure to emerging markets. 
Therefore, £1,000 should go into Tem- 
pleton’s Latin American trust, with the 
same amounts into Fleming's Chinese In- 
vestment Trust and Fidelity Asian Vklues. 
All of these funds have been knocked side- 
ways in the past few months and there is 
the prospect of long-term recovery in each 
case. 

“However, it may be that there will be 
further weaknesses in months to come. It 
may make more sense to keep the re- 
maining £3.000 in a higb-interest deposit 
account and either invest in a few months, 
or dribble the money in gradually over the 
year." 


Next week,* Kean Seager at Whiiechurch 
Securities, in Bristol, and Cherry Dodd, at 
Bradford & Binglev'slFA arm, ghe their tips 
for 1998. 


BARGAIN BASEMENT 


Capital One. the credit card 
issuer, is offering a Visa card 
pegged ai 63* per cent APR 
until January 1909. when it 
reverts to 17.9 per cent APR. 
The card has no annual fee, 
automatic balance transfer 
option and up to 54 days 


interest free crediL Call OSOO 
669000. 


Flemings, ihe investment trusts 
specialist, is offering investors a 
40 per cent discount on the fee 
they would normally be charged 
for selling shares in National 


Power and Powergen and rein- 
vesting the proceeds in one of 
the company’s 19 trusts. The 
charge of £1230 falls to £7.50 
until the end of the month, with 
combined household sales 
charged £730. Call 0500 500161. 


age holiday or cruise is found 
cheaper within seven days of be- 
ing booked through its service, 
the card issuer will match the 
price. Call 0870 8408000. 


Bardaycard is launching a 24- 
hour telephone "travel shop" 
which guarantees that if a pack- 


Standard Life this week opened 
its Direct Access Savings Ac- 
count to the public, offering a 
rate of 726 per cent on savings 
over£10,000. Call 0345 555657. 


PERSONAL PENSIONS 



your pension. Until you try 


You may be quite happy 
ro change it. 

Penalties For early retirement, penalties for varying 
contributions, even penalties for dying. You begin to wonder 
fust whose pension it is. 

You see, in order to pay commission to brokers and 
middlemen, some companies impose severe penalties on 
their personal pension plans, should you wish to make 
changes. 

Happily, The Equitable Life has never paid commission 
to ihird parties for the introduction of new business. You 
don’t have to commit yourself to paying identical 
contributions every year. And, should you decide to retire 
eady, your benefits would be exactly the same as if you bad 
chosen that date initially. 

What is more, you have the reassurance of knowing that 
your pension fund is in the hands of one of the finest 
investment teams in the U JK. 

If you’d like to know more, call (0990) 38 48 58 or send 
off the coupon below for further information by post and by 
telephone. 


www.equitable.co. uk 


For your security your telephone call may be recorded 
fntonnatxWadvice will only be green on Equitable group products 
Regulated by die Personal Investment Authority 
THE EgttTABlE LIFE. FIEEPOST. WALTON 5TPEET. AYLESBURY. BUCKINGHAMSHIRE HP21 Ttffi 

J"To: The EqniuUe life. FREEPOST. Wilion Street. AYLESBURY. Bucks HP2I 7BR 

EVPFBA 

NAME (Mr Mis Miss) 

ADDRESS 


I IvonUvtkome dettib oo The E^iduble't pennon plira I am xJt' employed Q 
j f m u employee nor in i company pma'ira Kbcae Q 


TeL I Office! . 
TeLOioottl. 
Date of Bird] . 
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The Equitable Life I 

You profit from our principles f 


It’s tax-free 
but it’s not 
a PEP or a TESSA 


The Family Bond 


• £1 5 or £25 a month invested tax-free. 

• Annual or lump-sum options available. 9 

• Returns paid out tax-free. 


Extra benefits when your family buys two 
or more Bonds 


Built-in life cover with no medical required. 


You may incur a tax liability if you select 
the lump sum option. 


A — 4* 


Call FREE 

for more information on 


0800 616695 
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Please quote the request code below. 

Or fill in the coupon below and send it to: 

Family Assurance Friendly Society Limited. 

FREEPOST 2206, Brighton BN1 2BR. 

Please remember that investment values can fall as 'well as rise. 

The Family Bond is free of income and capital gains tax. 
Family Assurance Friendly Society Limited is regulated by the 
Pcrsonaf Investment Authority and is incorporated under the 
Friendly Societies Act 1992 (Reg. No.939F). 

LEADING THE WAY IN FAMILY FINANCE 


Please send me more information on the Family Bond. 

MrJMrMW Ms ■ r»M 


Address 


Postcode 


Tel 


Dele of Binh 


If veu wWuo receive information on the Junior Bond, a lai-free savings pjan for children 
under 16 then please wL this bw. Q 


Send the coupon to: Family Assurance Friendly Society limited, 
FREEPOST 2206, 16-17 West Street, Brighton BN] 2BR. 

We may rend irtonuaboi n> you about other product, oflered by me Socfety. 

If you do not wish w receive tfifs mHormation please tick this box. [j seojesi 
We may telephone yu<j as pan of our araam*r sendee programme. , 

ItywdqroturtmwbfiOfflaaedlflttww^pleawirtihBbm. Q 1*4832 
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7/PERSONAL ' FINANCE 


THE INDEPENDENT 

Saturday io January ms 


Avoid being 
mauled by 
the tiger 
economies 


The next 12 months 
could be a fertile period 
for investors, but there’s 
an injured tiger loose in 
the garden. While 
prospects look 
reasonable in the 
developed Western 
economies, the Asian 
tigers, with their 
economic problems, 
could still hurt the 
unwary. Guy Dennis 
reports on investment 
prospects in 1998. 

The worst news from the Far 
East may have been and gone 
but the dangers are not over, 
warn fund managers. Some ar- 
gue that the repercussions of 
the past few months' econom- 
ic turmoil may still take time to 
impact fully and there could be 
further problems from the re- 
gion. 

“Our starting point [global- 
ly] is what’s happening in Asia, 
which in terms of investment in- 
fluences in the coming year is 
probably going to be the single 
most important in terms of 
what happens to equities," says 
Richard Urwin. bead of eco- 
'3 nomic research at Gartmore. 

Geariy, the far East itself is 
a risky bet, but with possible 
repercussions for the rest of the 
world, caution is needed. The 
three main contenders for in- 
vestment are the UK, Europe 
and the USA. 

The UK and Europe are in- 
vestment front-runners, al- 
though neither is likely to rise 
dramatically and there is debate 
over which will deliver better re- 
turns. Europe has much to 
commend it, with companies 
there expected to deliver good 
returns. 

Simon Key, chief invest- 
ment officer at Framlington, ex- 
plains; “There is a fundamental 
change in the way that Euro- 
, pean companies are being run. 
* The restructuring that’s going 
on in European countries in an- 
ticipation of economic and 
monetary union - and also be- 
cause of shareholder activism - 
means that companies are be- 
ing run more in the interests of 
shareholders." 

However, others argue that 
the problem with Europe is that 
many of its advantages may 
have been anticipated and po- 
tential future gains in share 
prices may already have been 
factored in. 

.Andrea McNee. investment 
director at Britannia Investment 
Managers, says this is a key fac- 
tor favouring the UK. “The UK 
probably looks the best in terms 




BARGAIN 

B ASEMENT 

Lambeth Bonding Society 
is launching a Tfcssa offering 
a variable rate of 7.65 per 
cent, plus a guaranteed 
bonus of 5 percent of the first 
year’s investment, potentially 
up to 8.07 p er cen t tax free. 
Call 0345 887777. 

Guinness Flight is launching 
a regular savings plan for its 
offshore rail-up funds, which 
allow all investment returns 
earned on shares within 
them to be accumulated free 
of tax until they are sold. The 
Guinness Flight Regular Sav- 
ings Plan, managed in 
Guernsey, offers 14 sub- 
funds, from Managed Cur- 
rency to European Equity. 
Mi nim um monthly contri- 
butions of £150. Lump sum 
payments over £500. Initial 
charges range between nil 
and 5 per cent, depending on 
ihe- fund. Annual manage- 
ment charges vary from 03 
to 1 per cent Call 0171 522 
2111. 

M&G is launching a PEP 
range for first-time investors. 
Its new Fundamentals range 
of five funds, which include 


of valuation. Although Europe 
probably has reasonably strong 
earning flows coming up, it's ac- 
tually priced in fairly fully." 

She expects the UK’s FTSE 
100 share index to rise to 5300 
by the end of 1998 and a simi- 
lar figure is predicted by 
NatWest Stockbrokers, where 
Jeremy Batstone, head of re- 
search, forecasts “5,500 or 
5,600, so if you add dividend 
payments on top of that we’re 
looking at a total return of 
maybe 1 1 or 12 per cent. So, a 
good but qod -vintage year." 

The UK and Europe may 
look stronger, but investors 
should not ignore the USA. Jt 
may not appear so attractive, as 
expectations of corporate prof- 
its decrease, but it still offers op- 
portunities. Investing in the 
USA spreads risk, and its huge 
domestic market may be less 
plagued by the Asian turmoil. 
It should also be seen as a long- 
term investment prospect. 

There may also be interest- 
ing opportunities in specific 
sectors. Andrew Barker, chair- 
man of the Association of In- 
vestment Trust Companies and 
director of Foreign and Colo- 
nial Investment Trusts, points to 
healthcare and financ ial services 
as areas which could do well in 
the US this year. There may also 
be opportunities in the small- 
er companies sector - the huge 
domestic market allows small 
firms to grow rapidly. 

There has been some talk of 
a possible revival in the UK for 
less highly-capitalised compa- 
nies. Last year the FTSE index 
of top 100 companies massive- 
ly outperformed the small and 
mid-market sectors. Despite 
this hoped-for revival in the 
small companies sector in 199S, 
some experts doubt whether any 
outperform ance wOl match the 
growth in the FTSE 100 index 
compared to smaller stocks last 
year. 

Investors should be careful, 
as Mr Batstone, of NatWest 
Stockbrokers, explains: “In 
general, you would expect 
smaller and medium-cap com- 
panies to do reasonably well 
but we are being vety cautious 
about those two and would 
suggest that investors stick to 
those small caps that seem to 
have a niche in their chosen 
area of activity. 

“The market is in no mood 
to lake prisoners with small caps 
as with large caps so if a small- 
er company comes out with a 
profits warning then that com- 
pany is panned by the markets. 
One has to be selective and the 
golden rule for investors in 
these sectors is if you’re not 
sure, then reduce your risk by 
spreading your portfolio." 


corporate bonds, trackers 
blue chips and managed in- 
come, have no initial charge. 
Annual management charges 
range between 0.6 and 13 
per cent. Call 01245 390390. 

FirstMortgage, the tele- 
phone mortgage lender, has 
launched a three-year fixed 
mortgage, pegged at 5.8 per 
cent. Thereafter charges 
move to the variable rate, 
currently 825 per cent. First- 
Mortgage also offers a two- 
year rate, fixed at 4.7 per 
cent Cali 0800 OS0088. 

Policy Portfolio, buyers and 
sellers of traded endowment 
policies, is offering a free 
pamphlet for people forced 
to rash in their with-profits 
policies because they have 
been made redundant. Call 
0181 343 4567. 

Northern Rock is launching 
new rates for unsecured 
loans. The APR charged 
ranges from 9.9 per cent 
APR on loans above £5,000 
to £16.9 per cent APR for 
loans below £3,000. Payment 
protection must be taken 
out to secure this rate. Other- 
wise rales range from 19.9 
per cent to 12.7 per cent 
APR* 



The lure of cheap markets 


While most investors will 
view the Asian economies 
with caution, and as a 
potential menace to world 
stock markets, some may be 
inclined to see the Far East 
as a bargain basement. If this 
is applies to you, then 
beware. 

Richard Urwin, head of 
research at Gartmore. 
warns: “In straight valuation 
terms many As ran markets 
look cheap. They look cheap 
on historic earnings. [Their 
prices relative to earnings] 
are quite low at present but 
we think you're going to see 
substantial declines in 
earnings in a number of [Far 
Eastern] countries and the 
potentially attractive 
valuations you’re looking at 
are spurious in reality." 

Of course, buying into 
Far Eastern markets when 
they reach rock bottom 
could offer huge returns, but 


knowing when the markets 
have bottomed is the million 
dollar question; nobody has 
the answer yet. 

Emerging markets 
elsewhere may offer a better 
bet if you want to risk some 
money for possible high 
returns. Latin America is a 
favourite among experts. 

One economist suggests that 
the lack of research in 
certain areas of Latin 
America might mean that 
gains there have yet to be 
anticipated. 

Investors should be 
careful in 1998. and should 
do their best to avoid the 
problems of Asia. Tigers are 
camouflaged - it gives them 
an element of surprise. 
Investors for 1998 should act 
carefully, if they want to 
avoid surprises. If they do so 
they could see reasonable 
returns. 

- Guy Dennis 
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The Index-Tracking PEP i 


WHAT MAKES 

LEGAL & GENERAL'S FTSE ALL-SHARE 
INDEX-TRACKING PEP 
OUTSTANDING VALUE FOR MONEY? 


A 8 


glance at the table will show that 


- since its launch two years 


ago - this Index-Tracking PEP from 
Legal & General has proved that it 
offers PEP investors superb value 
for money. 

It follows the FTSE All-Share 
Index. This Index reflects the 
performance of the entire stock- 
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market, so it reduces the risk of 
being over-exposed to shares which 
under-perform and lessen your 
return. In fact, a lump sum of £6.000 
invested in the Legal & General 
Index-Tracking PEP at launch would 
now be worth £-8,623* compared 
to just £7,9“ T 5* in the average UK 
Income & Growth Trust. 

With no initial charges 
deducted, more of your 
money is invested at 


The FTSE All-Share 
Index-Tracking PEP that 
performs the best 


other ch !IlL 


the outset for maximum 




Find out more non— phone free 0500 11 6622 

FREEPHONE Sam TO 8pm WEEKDAYS 9am TO 5pm WEEKENDS. PLEASE QUOT E REF: C4DJ02 


growth potential, there are no 
withdrawal fees and with an annual 
management charge of 0.5% - the 
value for money is outstanding. 

So make the most of today's 
opportunities. For further derails 
(including information on our 
monthly saving option) call now or 
visit our web site at http://www. 

legal-and-general.co.uk 


[yes 


Fur your protection calls will usually be recorded and randomly monitored. 

- I would like more information about the Legal & General Index-Tracking PEP. 
Post to: Legal & General (Direct) Limited, FREEPOST SWC0467, Cardiff CF1 I YW. 




Surname c.Mr/Mrs/Miss/Ms") 


Address 


Forenames 


Postcode 


Tel. No: Home 


Date of birth 
Tel. No: Work 


I lf you already have any PEP investment, please tick here □. C4DJ02 

Wr nuv telephone you to make sun: information requested lias arrived surly. Now and then, we may icll you 
:ihijui other products or services offered bv the Legal £ General Group of companies that we believe may be 
|Jj^ni creM 10 i..u If von would prefer not to receive this carefully selected information, please tick here □ 


Legal &\ 
General 




.„ t - t( . r ril hit j h .*«N hjscd on all PEP charges with gross income reinvested from 01.11 .95 (since launch) to 01 .12.97. Past performance is not necessarily 
•Source: Micropal/LGIM. on an _ ' will no longer be able to be reclaimed by PEPs investing in equity based unit trusts. Both capital and income values may 

a gtude to future performam e. «- - ■ ■ thc imoum inwMV ± All companions of cost apply to PEPs investing wholly in unit trusts. Full written details are available on request, 

go down as well as up and juu nu ^ h • nfm . nr puhlbhcd j consultative document in December 1997 on proposals for Individual Savings Accounts (ISA's) to be launched in 
All statements are comet : *ji < A -• ' PFP mto jn 1SA arc being considered as part of the consultation. Legal & General (Direct) Limited. Registered in England 

April 1999. The terms and limits f ( ' Vi ^ llria MpeeI . lon u„n EON 4 TP. Representative only of the Legal & General marketing group, members of which are regulated 

No. 2702080. Registered Office. Temple ■ ■ J • rL . Clininicn ding. advising on and selling life assurance and investment products bearing Legal & General s name, 

bv the Personal Investment Autn**nn anu t t"r im ■ 





8/UNIT TRUSTS 


THE INDEPENDENT 
SATURDAY 10 JANUARY 1*98 
8 

▼ 




l«nK 


UK Equity Growth 


liXPlktJjtXTVtT, 11*2 

wacjohcd OSW 

MWvNuMnxan u.ra 

MtKSdDanl*GH __ 08/35 
^taviSKfv*iM»on lisa 
MacrunhesAmw 0386 

i/jfc»ra*0»c»»raGspGm 
!AW**w8u^rtE«l 
BMtfhjbnd&vftdai 


_jr£T 

s&e»r«aBalQ*i 

iSUJDEaiVSn 

GrtfeGMcnl 

CMutnoppautta 

eCCMSwcufiiuaons 

CModiTiw^j^n 

tCEU*j3m 


1003 50 

10® '■* 
SCO Bl 

soa 3W 

WO 36 
SCO 33 
Sos logo s 

ewer i«M 39 

1000 * 
S00 313 
503 *5 
1033 39 

1000 57 

500 2® 
500 5 

TOO IIS 
0388 icao 5 

t3B8 500 X 

03/71 SCO 62 


lW 

10(57 

0270 

11187 

11772 

01*4 

01*6 

09/71 


0*r m 
Prfca Ml FM* 


371 JO 10«7B IV 
9756 102 BE 14Q 
12210 11805 51 
7383 12101 V 

31-156 1090* 130 
11690 111 17 105 
1*1 06 13)4* 34 
12580 11683 52 
173 W 116*1 63 
18650 H966 ai 
61660 121 47 19 
1*530 11817 64 
560 <0 11902 3* 
19M1 11770 45 
I13T6 11066 IV 
29*90 11150 HQ 
23050 11575 87 
73750 11666 9 
170*0 U5J5 



0 151&4S 11&63 


Rta^tuEsCswi 
J=ii a «t J »ii.fcS w *aa3ho 
PncrdrfVy W ecus 
jfnaretePiwUHSf' 



Henoar*jnl*Ert _ 

0W' 

SrtimCod«/Wjin(**KM»iV 02(74 

t®nnje£r*Gtfi 088* 

nttL.Tr . rfftmiiS moB 07/76 

(Hsecn^bnawm cross 

hSBCTittsnto :twi 

KSBCUHSn 07,75 

ntMmi 11*4*1 



50) 

995 

28)90 

11982 

S 

500 

2 

94© 

met 

ire 


7 ■’ 


11*7) 

TA 

IXO 

44 

OT© 

KR28 

110 

10® 

13 

7604 

122.99 

14 

10® 

73 

130® 

10X28 

131 



T£l LA 

12X53 


SCO 


mo* 

177® 

AA 


7 

80* 10 

lift© 




no :o 

124 CB 

11 

S 00 

to 

65 CD 

10626 

ire 

GOT 

HI 

KUO 


BB 


13 

©6© 

IKK 



IK 




250 

2 

13705 

101© 

1S3 

500 

M 

97© 

9851 

168 

0 

10 

148© 

1©0B 

1 



12*50 

12*72 

9 

10® 

l!*l 

7*32 

10351 


IOTP 



11*37 


10® 

653 

167® 

11GB1 

05 

•mm 

12 

4020 

12007 


ran® 


156© 

174 45 


1IC000 





500 

24 

74© 

10567 

1© 




11X18 


ion 

413 

510© 

10X37 

1© 

ran 





10® 

326 


116 TO 


500 

X 

290® 

105 18 

137 



IX® 

IK 13 

ten 







14 




1GX 



11674 

54 

500 

IX 



If 

1COCOO 

3 

117© 

10602 

131 




11137 


‘SS 

0 

13200 

HOOT 

ion 






3 


1 TQ-01 

27 

ran 

© 

*4© 
06 45 

Mire 

11331 

ft 





(GOT 

14 

21250 

ICM 87 

1!¥) 

Sn 

A 

232.70 

10728 

ia 


543© 



&13 


253 25 

Hi© 

ft* 


7ft 

0KB 

ta® 

I© 4 

uzn 





.«> 


11105 


WOT 

37 


121© 

17 

> 10® 

-HI 


1 1717*7 

ID 




11672 


id® 

7 

151 ® 

IS 41 

6 

500 


10900 


114 

.500 

93 

73© 


78 


5or4KAKcmy 
UrKT*t(4rcowY 
ajnxMj*E«©«r, „ 
U-i-onrcreSwcce*'. 


CUB 

01.78 

LTJWn q*™ w r; 0654 -aaju 

11189 50000 

MV. :©(*iv5r OH# ’OOP 

tMSrawOpo 05/56 500 


1271 


rMSOCana 

tMBOAictWKV 

M&ImSi 
ttMWMBi 

MaMtewnaUKtOOCM 
ttbrSjmeUCQii 

tMooio&actiBkicClin 
iMorcuvnsetMiY 

tfWnspaonAGm 
«n*m<oleSpccU5IB 
tMFMhrHauuKori 
MGM3CM^jmnsC<l> 
Wet nBiw i 

WUancFlSEIOMe* W7< 

SMcxon^aiMLrBiBCnv 05(96 
tMr*OJnGfan»JvGlll HK9S 

MrayUKOm 03*8 

JHairaHiduU'GBi 01198 

tNaWKsU-EifiAajSi 0IS3 

tMcwmon 11(32 

rowinauCEoftvan 06*9 

0B5O 

WHUTUXGOi 04*8 


itm 

11*3 

BOOS 

COBB 

0507 

03*1 

0307 

07(05 

07/35 

0307 

ram 

oao* 



05*5 SCO 
romr 500 i 

04*9 100000 712 

o&7i ion 27 

iaoo 25 

1000 1018 
ioa> 2 

1000 18 

500 50 

500 136 

1000 14 

1003 *S 

79 


=Prw*molUKl2r> 12*4 

ltW»»WA I car[llrt*^»jPi 02*3 SIT 
JftvetMfcrcartrteCFirt 00/95 2500 

tBotfwMdWOTJ* 1294 10CB 

Jft-ffaASunAlEti* 04/70 

:»T.*V5uaAIMiI..*6^Cc6 


1000 

in» 

59 

575 

B950 113X 
751 JO 12407 



I.M 

1©X 

>1925 


500 

TO 

IK® 101© 

IS* 

5® 

*0 

136.10 H187 


re® 

12 

TOOT 1«6* 

13* 



Z39) 1 10BB 

0 

10® 

«) 

1*1© 71684 

a t 

cm 


71 W 10152 

15* 

500 




507 


60® 112© 






sax 

42’ 

159® 11* © 

Ti 


a 

161© 1306* 

2 

iooo 


157© 11264 

» 

io® 

JB4 

13300 113 '8 

X 





1000 

**.’ 

14652 716 74 

a 

iooo 

1) 

a© 

©85 



2 



imo 

.ii 

3758 11562 

a 

ran 




1000 

2S 

8988 123X1 

u 

10® 


140X0 12033 

a 

10® 


17410 11866 

5) 



137© KNOT 




1©K 11619 

41 

10® 

tre 

MS 117© 

4H 

10® 


181 ea 109© 


ran 




5® 

*5 

16752 1 0ft TO 

17f 

sm 

ZJ 

149© 111 06 

107 

300 

1ST 

ML7D 120© 

4 



OEMS 

corn . — 

10*3 TOD 
08*1 2000 
11(82 1000 
06*2 1000 
05*7 500 12 

lUBi 1000 « 

05/70 100000 7© 
OOB8 1000 1*78 
02*1 1000 1003 

iota toot) a 

04*9 500 3* 

tScoOAxudSoteciOop 12*9 500 22 

%0Vttttow%O3tc*eH<dai 0596 1000 99 

lftB9 1|xo 33 

OiS3 1000 20 

06/87 1000 3& 

1006 1500 127 

05*8 1000 <S 

05*5 4000 82 

1IM 111 0 28 

; 20CO 277 

>500000 278 

! 0*776 WOOOO 262 
030* TOO 6* 
an* ynxn 
W96 500 43 

1006 500 140 

ram 510 is 

!S5 23 

04*4 500 341 


UK Equity Income 

SAKaiOwlenKtti 
«»qyHB*ieEi»!j«y 


11229 9 
11008 >1 
1 1874 3 

10444 14J 


tSMiCaCjiai 
tSctomw-WSail’v 
iSMOdMULKEmCfll 
*amLfcuM» 
iThortXCtcea 
iPradrwJgCtiQM 




*|**WrJi&**Vlne 

J£’»tt»E(f»rj*iC 


x&q TOHrWnc 
waeM&in 
iH^>Vr.«-/w-a*ymol 

Sf BUBnaBHR 

j u *y>» . 

»««*(*( 

tfiyndefiovSKoatbnpin 

jutmc 

K*,anSor*r 

JjuonMsFIJNt*!™#!* 

Ki*»<stHoitincStiare 

TKfttMK 

tHenoOOTTWMnc 


HKjrWWi 

W»Jlt 

K®»E« 

UNVESOXUnc 

tWmsart^iUa* 

iunw 

UWWWhecnaODBlnc 

■U»WaHJ*fi»*v»v 

anaiUinMc 




1® 


114 M 

78 


10® 

IX 

reft© 

11507 

n 

CC/71 

5® 

M3 

I7XOT 

12021 

31 

Ijrj.l 

330 



1229? 


5® 

A 

ia* 

114 13 

n 



TI 


11* 09 

n 

10*1 

10® 

S29 

6tE.ro 

1X67 

23 

10*4 



C4&20 

10)65 


10*4 





n 

12*5 

ran 

1b 

IX® 

1X0© 

32 

0*72 

500 

J© 


118X 

*s 

ISK 

5® 

au 

73 IB 

1 1829 

46 

0 8IB7 

SOT 

0 

ion 

122® 

1£ 

ses 

carts 

250® 

500 

TO 

72 

207® 

1972.® 

GXX 

11653 

13130 

11924 

66 

39 

OMS 

ran 

4 


0427 


10*4 

ran 


124© 

121© 

a 

07/70 




11151 


Q245 

GOT 

TO 


11820 

« 

10175 

10® 

07 

21 J® 

1X244 



5® 





04** 

5® 

Zb 



S3 

<078 

250 

IU 

rot 42 

102© 

«2 





12X15 


01(95 






0*«8 

id® 

M 

4717 



11*0 

10® 

TO 

IK© 

iez» 

/■ 

l»74 

IOOO 


5X83 

11X09 

a* 

01*0 500 

17 

tea 

sum 

514© 

11120 
ITS 01 

5 





11404 


11*8 

10® 

i® 


11707 

Ai 

10*7 

1000 





00/73 

io® 

321 


1® 47 


0EA7 

SOT 

TO 

an© 

116X1 

87 

10/78 

5® 


101® 

1ZX22 

11 

04*4 

ran 

X 

114*6 

12D36 

aci 

01*5 

10® 

1® 

4131 

118 88 

62 




*411) 

11707 








01*8 

2000 

28 

145)0 

119 78 

34 





71919 


06)71 

ion 




01/ffi 

ran 

U) 

©9 W 

Uftll 

« 

KW5 

10® 

5 


mm 


IJ7IH7 

5® 

KX 



JA 

CS571 

SOT 

•i 




M/71 

ran 

•xt 




L . ■ 






I'ii. A 

SOT 

he 






81 




12X4 

500 

52 

©05 

117X2 

w 


MUGtjw*.*! 


aUCki: 

■MWCimn 

Ujfcwin 

afcnanbc 

Mtar-ipoilarUHoc 

flUMh 

ato^WlanWW&nrtrK 



04*4 

01/73 

5173 

0319 

0903 

(ETO 

02*4 

0107 

05*9 

03*8 

(J»4 

11*5 

01*3 


1000 
500 1161 
500 310 
500 587 
500 441 

iaoo le 
500 9 

1000 177 
1000 60 
1030 288 
1000 621 
1000 2 
SO) 57 
1003 73 


»efiMe*CTStefir5»ic 

3Hom*3ilffW>.E<uMnc 


SBPU-Equ*)**; 
tsowoennc 

!S3a£<a**4flUKci*JNlnc 

eeMMQiwc 
gUmts iP4*H^4(X 


07®? 

0MB 

0871 

01*6 

09-74 

11/86 

11*3 


11*3 

11(50 

0e(6* 



IXEqrolrc 

flsanc 


600 17 

1000 <83 
1000 177 
«00 7 

5® 500 
1000 32 

1000 2 
ram sooo * 

12*4 1000 35 
1000 SB 
1000 * 
1000 218 
"TO 537 
500 21 

1CO0 41 

70 

... II 

lorn n 
iooo *a 
TOO 177 
11*7 500000 177 

01** 3000 MSB 

11.02 5® 117 

11(94 500 9* 

(M.04 500 362 


100240 

57 90 
412.70 
821 10 
4390 
109*0 
WJ72 
257© 

12/04 

*33® 
-SO® 
6935 
13390 
8790 
©SB 
7723 
-J7D0 
36* Kt 

Isaac 

17840 

11466 

5633 

9902 

7830 

I CO ID 

49350 
348 40 
56206 
57® 
7701 
196.10 
15251 
5013 
ai a 
93 
a 71 
51* 
28625 
74 71 
45141 


11733 » 
iloo* ae 
11725 50 

11916 41 

11973 4* 
121 17 S 
11949 J6 
122.78 e 
12138 23 
JIST4 72 
IIS® 70 
121 74 Ji 
117.53 56 
13192 
H03B 
11531 
1T0I4 47 

vaasa 

11164 _ 

112® 93 
110\2 87 
11638 

11917 
12257 
11867 


1194 
M708 
12224 
10696 
117 57 
12219 
I MED _ 
11931 37 

1J222 
12210 17 

12135 14 

121 66 
1215* _ 

1166* 63 

IT) ZB n 


UK Growth & Income 

AMJOVOmrt 



aaaffl f 

XartUaS^ 


01/87 1000 114 

03(95 TOO 974 
10*3 500 7 

0792 1C00 27 

□5*5 500 58 

ram iooo 158 

1081 1000 434 

04* sum re 
OXB 500 415 
500 X 
SCO 75 
500 879 
500 15B 


ffiSlMWfei 

OmaHcoGonoalEaiiy 

a™0£a3**»ioo 

OosoijifEdsara 

^TO^irferBEcilvaT 

CoKMaCwei 


■OwaSwaOM^ 

WLfPOTiAGrea 

o.onar 

CUJtadmBactanQ 
je»gh^TBBB ftm® 
^wawrfCWJKnda. 

•&W4ia4.wneSQn 
XaxiSp * can 



04/71 
n«7 
0650 

'HI ... .. 

07,74 so® 32 
11(84 £00 96 

0*750 2000 IS 

04(75 505 407 

KW9 HOT 40 
12(96 1000 9 

asm 5oo 3 

KV84 1033 S£ 

V ! 96 1000 72 
01/86 1000 IS 

08(87 2500 13 

04*9 1000 4 

CO.08 1000 2" 

06*0 509 S3 
>2*8 500 126 

01/73 50) 8 

04(96 UMBO 16 

flaw m so 

04.95 £00 61 

oi/7i an 5i 

ram iooo s 

01*6 SCO 908 

ocse s» 74 
aawsocuB « 
08S2 SOW 14 
02(91 600 V 

i2’7B iaoo eg 

02W 1003 139 

01(96 1000 75 

07.06 1000 21 


3<£00 
17340 
23851 
217 70 
20*35 
745® 
39940 
157 70 
50820 
115UJ 
141 SO 
44000 
th-ti 
571 80 
12896 
46430 
353 40 
12303 
148 ID 

<*in> 

14410 

11630 

13>£ 

124Z00 

105® 

4523 
12810 
131D1 
187 70 
138 £1 
1«® 
<320 
38590 
34910 
191 m 

71 66 
<2260 
24030 
12890 
24200 
40® 
3722 
52.63 


io:: 


ns 


1l7ffl 72 
10039 14 2 
11622 68 
11988 44 

11811 SO 
11581 35 
1M87 18 
97 70 149 
11691 S5 
12185 28 
11720 78 

11640 65 

115<6 im 
11829 €6 
11939 48 
117J2 76 
lion 123 

11429 ICO 

13668 2 

116 7? 96 
10331 138 
112® 121 
12060 38 
11296 116 
I ID 18 177 
109® »» 
121 12 32 
IQS 80 136 
127 41 uj 
13L0S 4 

12418 ig 
"7 10* IB 
i»J3 OS 
<2028 41 
12*09 B 
11346 113 
11804 SO 
11651 S3 
1I63Z 66 
1173 77 
1395 6 

11437 107 


Ml Rnd UH 

hr She oiiw m 

C (U Pika M Dank I W 


FlaaHOTusUHtajctCotfl 

Mg£*d»« 

miUitatiESuAjKEiyy 

Frarkfts^O&Mv 

tfimasPrurEoify 

iGAOaiti 

OWUtZkvcrS«ed 

tOxmcrcUKQMtac 

Gawi oreLiK lnden 

GcwfirTS&taKWBl 


a3ow91JKEou4>3af8Buard 

QcwaJNrua 

&wHJ»edeB«d 

tCua<cH 

tHmaAiuiuHkin 

&HarnM5W«MRnM0 

(Maunxi£4£i 

*f-bnfl«crtnc4G3i 

HemCoexsOwfix 

BiC*nj«iai 

StdmehcSGh 

tKOponi*T*rc&C3Bi 

KSSOins 

n wESCQUHna cai 

Lajmc£T£0idc&>i1i 
naz3fl9LK««Gin 


07, W 503000 21 SO® 1'*ff7 '« 
OV73 1B3XO SS 32L4D 13373 

10» 20000 64 IS ® 11918 40 

12/71 so E 29*60 1151* 10* 

ram lanaa 21 i3«*oo 12145 29 

02(70 lOOD 344 611® 11525 IS 
lorn 1000 13 385® 11868 W 
08/90 100® 64 24700 (CBS 13 

02(72 1000 81 214® 1153 87 

oato 29® 387 22807 12435 17 

0BS2 1000 U 10664 i£C£T 14(1 

3 281200 141® 1 

X lift® 10819 134 

I 1S7137 isiffi 37 

I ODD 13 I465« H)7J 133 

500 310 7S480 ICS 82 137 


100D 

1000 

1000 


asm 
11(98 
12191 

0394 

10S7 

02/96 100000 
03(88 1000 

OWO 3000 _ 

CBBQ tOOD 181 
1296 <0000 13 

11/58 500 


57 3832 11384 85 

20 321® 11843 63 

37 40173 12140 33 

4(891 115® SO 
(8580 122® 21 

1668* 120® 40 


01*3 500 137 21928 12130 3i 

0198 TOO 6 5668 10208 1® 


L*gMCa*flGbaxM‘ 

tUcorati 

UapBBartStf 

UcWSSortcFIKilOQ 

oJcudsearMne 

tumonSMandtianwa 

tU&GGanml 

MU^roOfi 

MBtnuaa 


ram 

raw 

IMS 

04771 

0B/X> 

0593 

12A1 

07/82 

10*6 

11/34 

10/70 

11(83 

P4S1 

07/57 

•SSI 

05(56 

OW7 



02*8 10000 


1000 207 21350 124.36 '8 

1000 106 8338 11898 52 

1000 ?1 8342 11874 56 

1000 so 6*5x nes; 51 

1000 729 97 77 1240* 12 

TOOT ns «■** iaoi 

1000 6 85® 1200* B 

SO 163 75® ll £207 92 

itm 271 5*710 117® 75 

UX0 I® 17220 121® X 

1000 364 754 30 11B9S S3 

500 46 1*538 116-25 101 

SW 154 ®17 HUGO 38 

64 '360*0 12096 33 
55 SOB 11355 112 
®£0 10601 13S 
19680 11251 118 
161 £0 1 16Q6 81 

SOT 114 205® 120 91 

SOT _ 



(tomrtWitoS 

lO*4»iil**Sil*o 

g*4tamrfa4yhcnfcfc 



IMUWUM 

iSAA/aMine 
Simtotaman 

Kc«o«*Ui-E™% 

tSaMncjtw&Mv<nc 



xSuuCnlQnuau>jG«i 

tnmat)newM(KE*rifi<ici 

Tl™««oc»eii**aG4i2 

rseiwral 

TSBnc 

iTuBnton 

UJnGeoCJiaCc^rtcs/ 

lVkgnlMxIoT'iKteia 

!Wx*«r*JhS»cwia*«i 


1057 ia 

16534 11035 S 

0*,'7S 1000 5ffl 77050 11066 124 

UK71 Sam 3167 853 ID 11237 110 

07^3 250000 6 1935 17 124 86 13 

11.02 1000 157 61754 11556 <017 

1000 13 IS810 1120* 13 

. 1CCII 63 2K140 11096 80 

10(95 TOO 80 15010 116.71 S7 

01(93 1OT0 ® U 74 HJ JO IM 

10W 1000 17 ICO T 12-25 1® 

04*5 WOT 421 3B151 124*2 

tl.O* WOT 01* 22* 4S 118 IS 89 

04flS 1000 12* 20100 118*9 60 

1Q0B SOTO 221 2Z41 11843 « 

lim WO JOT 58770 116® 99 

04/97 500 101 01OT 122U 7* 

1208 SOT J 69® 107 79 130 

CfiKfi KC0 268 37430 M7 4* 

088B 1000 13* 12800 118® 82 

0&79 500 ro 629 (3 12217 23 

07m 1000 5 10*39 11035 I® 

05(91 500 304 11850 1I60Q 91 

IMS 1000 547 11® » 11* 65 '06 

0/795 2500 J* 15*90 *29® 7 

0808 TOOT 393 267 30 1183 ® 

6C5S 500 27 1SZS3 11040 SI 

0703 1000 22 22340 12082 38 

0007 iooo so *11)0 11965 

07.08 1 COXD 301 32491 12018 fl 

117* 10OT 1*42 40152 11387 Ml 

asm tan a eoa hbsb 54 

11/89 SOT 14 8BB0 1180 58 

08/B5 500 248 BISS 112 64 117 

CBffl* 30 720 678® 11700 71 

11/87 500 8 HS50 121 79 27 

108* SCO I® 59750 PtSO _ 

08(01 500 «u 919® 1140! 110 

0986 SCO 2*5 *5320 11581 9* 

1K68 WOO® SB 135® 130,76 S 

0295 10 000 7 156S 12 10733 131 

07/34 10OT 10 no* ,2218 22 

OV32 1000 i' 450* 124*0 15 

10(82 l, M0 1217 77 S 1(0® 87 

CC77* 503 83 187830 114 14 1® 

0472 500 *45 Id? 12 121 S5 

05(85 *033 10 8281 11846 _ 

11*6 TOC 243 5135 1168* 06 

■ms sumo in woo 11574 gt 

10TO 5OT000 1£JB WBOOT 11013 70 

0U68 5® IT *«!5 11750 73 


07/77 

07*1 

03*3 

03(95 

11(95 

01*1 


500 161 51207 12023 42 

IM III 54833 11815 66 

373 30 10151 141 

164® 12656 II 
„ 150® 110 72 *8 

SOT 660 13SS0 11115 US 

117.43 Ml 


500 8 

1XO 892 
TOO 10 


UK Equity & Bond 

swoe^tonioio 


01/90 

03/73 

04/60 


THaiyCoo/oEW 


iNPUvEcninc 


r3iil.*(0-«xjtoi 


(E/95 

□5(9* 

□5(35 


/flUV8fc 


25526 11738 7 

luaso naso s 

8£>a 11206 12 

108® 117 0* 9 

71 05 11213 13 

72 S2 10934 15 

MOD MB 388® 12521 2 

TOO 6 13320 11877 4 

1000 52 14038 1 1819 £ 

117® 109 IS 16 

M&47 12881 1 

1703* 114a TO 

3*10 iiia 1* 

120 40 117a 8 

113® 11300 II 

8054 11*87 3 

HMD 16 


5® <8 

am 82 

. ^ lOCO 10* 
asm so® isi 
07/94 vOOO 23 

COS4 50) 

cam 
ms 

or-B* 

06(91 


SOT 61 
MOD 1778 
500 79 

*000 10* 
40® 10 


UK Equity & Bond Income 


lAObeytOTBmc 

tAttxvNaiErtainc 

MBuHnDIB W lC 


(ffioatxun 

fcj»OW**Ei»ji>¥*Bond 

tCCMEamne 

CFJ*mo(s8raa«yMg|iMc 

tCSlMs 

C3enc**«*4araTiei*); 


□294 

10(77 

TC794 

02(88 

IO® 

MW 




19 *5 42 10021 

ST 32970 117a 
2 64® 1120* 

10100 11455 
74® *42 
88® 11395 
13® ma 

72® 114 71 
87® 114® 
12802 10672 

KW-M WU3 

3674 119a 
174® 11671 


500 14 238.20 11881 10 


sjmanFCauUm rf"tl 


CC ® 2500 387 

(EOT 10® 161 
04*3 30® 19 

0)05 SO® 18 
0*06 U3MOO 2 
0606 1QQ0OT 1 
cam ia® SB 
5 ® 11 

1,JM 
1000 



2*05 10824 *1 
3399 us 7* a 
9135 11072 3* 
94 05 113® a 
10840 ICE® 44 
10710 10*® 42 
*afie no® a 
12830 10B5B 39 
14302 11. 

378® 117 
*2T 116 
157® 1® 



PnM*MDettM&n 
Piu c » m »*g* r - 
t&SP&aiaHc 
ISAIMe 




UK Gilt 

ABtwCBt«tBSk»VO 



5® 

s 

61© 

lift© 

IP 


4 



j? 

GW) 

ire 

23310 

11331 

uy 

ran 

94 

12S® 

HI 53 

32 




110© 

a 

10® 

293 

7103 

117© 

12 


11 


117.77 

Ii 

SOO 1 

soo © 

©M 7 

3407 

31 10 
1*230 
4202 

MS 01 
1ICS 
ITO© 

nan 

a 

£ 

48 



154® 


re 

HU) 

1* 

154 10 

10029 

19 






raw 

81 

10350 

ICM 09 

w 


4 12530 Trim 

3 0BJJB 10* SI 

6 *871 107 62 

0 11253® 11042 

5 


FfcrwaSBhaUCaitorx) 

FmkBcrOl 

Qwiw^WIMbW 

i*HCtanG»!ft«*i 
LogUgGrtiae 
WXMtetk** 

MaeuyOwtSecs 


Muna»*a*rwrflejew 

MaiWaaUWjMfiioaM 

Pi>*59rn8PB!metnc 

scjtfoOTnaaFWwa* 

Sffl«»dLC84FretSm 

iJKfiw«lyF»waiicn-a 


mmuldBQMnc 
Mt&V&sBveaa-oGa 


UK Fixed Interest 


01*1 



137® 


17 

07*5 3000® 

29 

mi 


3 

cm ran® 

24 

12550 


1 

Dora ran® 

2i 

111® 

113© 

11 

03795 1000® 

B 



9 





104 17 






7 


9 

213 41 


1i‘ 

07*2 

5® 

18 

154® 


n 

04*1 

10® 

4 

99 SB 

11505 

8 

I’D® 

603 

0* 

DBM 

11704 

5 



14 



lb 



124© 

11752 



S 

14C1© 

113® 

13 



5H 




05(88 

MO 

9 

112© 

114® 

TO 


10® 

*3 

5X75 

>04© 

26 


10® 

J 

W35 

108 J4 

a 




®05 


14 

0M6 

10® 

2 

»re 

108.72 

X 


WOT 



10608 







re 

O90B 


7 




0B *0 

TOOT 

04 

S3© 


34 


1000 

V 

988 

1X60 

10230 

111© 

X 

34 


8>»r*nUr>iJni) 08*3 

jOc5cW(flcse7iaQjfi»» or® 
lOc!WerfOi&4C« 11(79 

tOrettx^fO/LPSflOlCoBfh 1 1*8 
JDresOTtfSCVMSirtCoi 0**b 


Ww d no n rocJ ineg u 0479 
PtBUAMBO O sn U 84 x ^ii c 0&96 


tMw«»eiaCBfiiartrr 
MsOtodftw 


atavnOUHHn 


rCabruHcr*nc^H 
taxpnwehtfna 


5® 253 
600 3 

lOTO 23 
04*2 5000 25 

11*0 HOT 654 
500 K 
500 3 

5 ® *0 

2500 47 

10® 31 

1000 129 

10® s 

6® 647 


02/96 


07*0 

C®95 

05(81 

07(95 

09(95 

Oi«S 

1095 


TOresdiafCBecnAic 

ewawgaPMimci 

Fi»«». jlCorvir i-.t.. 

tt£kk*j^JiftsMc|(wic 

t£*»xu>c#iie*G(wce 

IRMIVMOTOfeidjDhnc 


11/73 

OB/Bb 

12*9 

02*8 

08*3 

05(91 


Wawrw&lraMcM 


IGureaFGhWc^dRa 

mmzzz&M 


t®m»aint(d» 
MCWTuaGURln: ■ 


1000 10 
500 34 

500 7 

SOT 16 
1000 57 

1000 267 
03*5 10OT 21 
MW V»C0 22 
500 
WOT 
5® 

•aw 
iooo 
iaoo 

1I»0 
MOT 
SOT 


tE«l 

06»5 

08*4 

01*5 

1085 

lCKfd 

□9(96 


cm 


owe 

CWB0 

0895 


a® n3ji 21 

GO 10 10677 56 

MB* 10729 61 
129® 10507 ® 

6616 1119* X 
11506 HOD* a 
10987 11313 7S 
X2 60 i®06 52 
59 16 uas X 
113® 112® 28 
®57 109*1 *8 

5087 ii is* 35 
6282 bmi 2 

8141 13781 1 

113® 11039 37 

i® ia t less e 

2SB* 10667 57 
2795 116E2 9 


1503 15 

CE0B 11258 26 
_ IMOO 11622 4 

38 1® 10 TOI 79 71 

IB 27® 109 30 50 
7 BfilB K39.42 47 
IS 5845 110*2 9 
6 114® 11116 ® 

72 1200* 11271 7* 

i 100 73 10679 B 

73 8323 US® 5 

10 U3« 11533 11 


FBWuOrCOB 

aim w a iMOirt 

fiKrt™aU73rtCotf 

JKSitiBub 


271* 11201 9 

74 S 10:/C i: 

172® I®” 29 

9305 ’O’ « K 

146X © 

6* B* XX 54 

500 85 TO® *97 56 

500 57 793* »** *5 

1000 33 33 53 103 31 9 

64® *23 as 

52® U03* 11 

9300 HO® 10 

12S9D 10393 X 


aw 
0182 
MW 
069* 

12/93 10X0 31 

Iii73 'OTO i® 
1 1/73 WOO® 120 
07(95 1000® 141 


Q1«B 50D 91 <7® «44 46 

0l« IOOO® *4 l»» IIXJC J7 

OMlad’SUK&TBgCos 04(98 1000® TT 10321 104 40 24 

tGartnWi*SlT920s 09(81 ITO '2l 27320 "206 6 

asomjksnMCOT ov® io® a ass? wn 19 

40TU^r4Ct»ACC caw 10® 7 7492 10751 16 

GmcssFUKkosSirtiCcQ 07(84 250® 36 393 10 O’ 71 73 

}&««s3Bs^4UKEwgC« 07fl2 IO® Ji 32090 94flb 67 

-i» — l3B9 -tr, IQe „ 0iH „ i37 fl 

01« IOOO 27 I® 47 974* a 

04(89 500 1® 141 38 96® ® 


tMSanueUSmagCot 


LannsSnnftmicai 


1086 mo® 

0806 TOO ® 

10® 155 

sm r 
1000 


u pomsGdjSfflite 


11/72 

07(94 

cam 

03B3 

ra« 


ucvaBn£R*az»wecMv ccj® 
BttGSrtCos 01/73 

tMoBiOWiC&TkCcs rao* 

K4aanU»&ntC<a 0SS7 

ItoOtuvMGaeH 1l»i 

tMu»aySn*>* C0B1 


tMavwtCtc3T«2os 

itaUSmCa 

lftMsekial>ST4Coa 

!f“-t»i*«aSmj4Cw 

KXMaUiSrtCa) 

EwUSmOTSiCiH 

ssiPoamoe 


^xiAnKOTlBUKSnCbs 
SoMA*aiJKaT*GcsfeCft 
SnVWwicKSiCai 
tSng«lFWEnCaTO 


6Q01 11297 
7381 T22B8 1 

W81 9621 5i 

6139 BZ40 77 

11506 1QB® 14 

10® 127 3SSJP M64 41 

1000 112 I®© 11216 7 

1000 ® S75X IX- 05 40 

900 206 7910 S8 <5 *9 

IOOO 3 702? 99 £4 Q 

i an * U74 sera a 

I0OT 139 244 70 »® 82 

£00 7 101® */& 48 

nm SI KSJ9 U42B 8 

10OT a 173 74 10856 15 

1XX) 73 11850 S3® 71 

10® 1® 137£7 10274 ® 

1030 108 1 26 15 B9 A3 4* 

1000 6 'SOT 98.57 so 

IQ® V 149® 9028 

Kffl i« /□» 1®» _ 

500 54 OT* 70 10BA7 o 

07(08 lacn® 1517 167 CB lOSOB 3 

06/79 10® 210 *18® 108 3S 20 


OMB 

05«0 

0M2 

cam 

Q2I9Q 

□ass 

0107 

05/85 


MewCtoto j 01/81 

MaMOTjftmiaono oae? 
MtTOGttel&rO|^^ ^ QU8J 

oSSSoSSSeeSS W/ST 

Fwotucioraeae COOT 

iftnwtftPG b rfxOT 12,84 
4»us>*i4MMMneav3 raw 
S tfiojimr oBoxI iO(7B 

SnaSUAM 1001 

SaodBOcMBond 11/92 

3co(W«toiwfc4lRrt 07fl3 

l58W »n ewanc 06® 

DMnGktaBnl 09B5 

WWngOTfeUSartGQriaM 05® 


■bi ta 
tat Stas 

Oftar 

IM 

m 


c 

OI 

mm 

mr i 

M* 

10® 

273 

13590 

101 £3 

IB 

ID® 

z 

KJB 

99 JB 

24 

SOT 

4 

«55 

10X82 

(2 

TOO 

32 

MG. 17 

107© 

2 

1000 

15- 

13377 

©07 

34 

500 

12 

73© 

10X56 

14 

10® 

65 

5732 

97© 

32 

io® 

3 

52© 

TO© 

XI 

10® 

2 

SB 08 

9713 

33 

10® 

16 

lttlO 

9ft>4 

a 

10® 

28 

«•» 

99 re 

a 

10® 

as 

©70 

9560 

a 

1000 

8 

11310 

©17 

27 

sm 

50 

K78 

10X31 

IE 

an 

Q 

969 

*B93 

4 

12® 

3 

8266 

IKS 

6 

1 

©0 


10131 

X 


Investment Trust Units 

tMkftWlRiiMwW 


UupBeriHjOMkbKB 

arOTonAUanitKirKtsa 

MranxAxUs 

P0MBMXK8M54C3 

S&Pn/DuaiME 

c a e»«nNCTVu,na 


io® 

OMS 

0AOT 

01(92 

0107 

0707 

ow 


1000 270 
WOT 33 
ID® 8 

COT 37 

... 40® *16 

tTInatmKBMJQnCosGMl ©95 TOO ID 
TlBB KkMWa UCSlMPwSDg ©95 5000® 25 

fTfrnyi.KSmCO* IC«* SOT S3 

13K*r£ts 1087 5® 5* 

oteynmiSm ufli ion * 
sm 


a g sae g 

International Equity Growth 

©95 


10® 07 9025 9B2* 53 

5OT 118 TO7 90 2383 70 
152(0 100® 36 
X92D 101*6 33 
All 118® 

48 76 10153 r 
4781 B»<3 47 

»*B7 98 39 52 

£83 98*6 

152.10 100TB 37 

103 76 *11 55 

4856 *57 S3 
Ml TO 


T/ttterfemvriauorc/ 

i*COdefna Wca l 

SSawy a i S a M ibW 

AitumxGv, 

trrai Piw'pjftrrDi 

BFn»4ff£oOpP« 

B^4rQ* y cft8amgl 

BartO*E4ancmWaa3 

BaSiOlliMandUTMMOp 




CaverKfcjnvw»«(»? 

sCSEfUK*, 

OyfindAcoreWca! 


iooo * ao 7* m« is 

l»89 10X E6 150 X *44 IX 

12/76 SOT 21 IX X 11(10* 6» 

0802 5OT 5 3i0* HJ7® <00 

0503 5® V 0*0) 1® 00 

raso sen a ioi I* irra _ 

com iooo j ibi is a® i*s 

(HOT IOOO 21 110*0 1080* 10* 

oaw 25000 10 111® 11387 2* 

CEB8 250® 5 6695 ®3* 137 

07IW 5000 22 10*00 111 12 M 

11/81 1000 1® *5*70 1084* 86 

0308 1000 9 250(0 ID1 50 IX 

com 5OT 97 22610 10**8 110 

12OT 75000 61 IS 10 11480* i9 

0889 IOOO & 138 70 1180* 10 

1CW2 233* S 7J 72 ICO)* 126 

0687 SOT <5 13923 10525 11J 

1Q82 5® 1® 2*4® 8125 151 

W/94 100® 5 l£SD "tin) 15 

Q&OT 500 1JS 23 ( 40 109 72 70 

11/a 10® 5 22B8* 1130 27 


iDw«fi»a»9C<ur 

fefctMChFrcnaA 

Ei2'txjQiA4dmjiond 

Ena4*E0Guna 
tEoiu Man o iMm uCin 
EjBwvtemw 
tFmiAi 
tf«i*flogcricv 


C8H 

©90 

am 

07«7 
12)0 
019 , 5 
©a 
0072 
|»B 

QV3* 

0i« 


io® 

5® 19 

1000 25 

5® 7 

SOO 30 
5® 12 

500 20 



DH »yOa>Biu 8a 

inaiauiireaP 

ewt a wiBi 
tfrax/kyoxOaoxtY 
FfleocBftajwah 
GAknema K ru/Ofi 




IOOO 15 

s® no 

aaOT iooo 3 

03(94 mo x 
079* 500 9 

03(9* 1000 78 

OS/M XUOO 0 
07OT 1000 123 
mm i cot a? 
XOT 5COT0 X 
CB87 10000 8 

11/9* SOT® 7 
01/71 100® 

BOSS SOT® 


GBrtTMrf’STAn d6»*» 

GcvceSaC. 

GMMmjMX 


08/96 SOO® 
12/92 10OTOT 
1MB SOT 
04/87 SOO 
1X78 SOT 
0302 600 

1007 

KM . . 

01X4 10000 

cn«5 XOT 
enras soot 
01(05 XOT 
um iooo 
une woo 


»J2 S2OT IX 
X5B 108*9 
72 16 107® 07 
25387 iiSM ’« 
64 M K»H « 

145 SO '®* id 

„ n 6* 124* 8 

5® x 473X aa i» 

*00 10 1300 i®79 79 

2® 23 J42SI 11376 rr 

TO® 10352 I2B 
l«J» »20 150 
)'« U44£ 21 

71 £> 108L» 87 
7171 11)78 J5 
<26< 12121 9 

103X HESS <11 
64 X H£X 18 

32 4M ia 1 ISM 16 

X IK,® 111,6 *9 

8 19400 118® 12 

7 146<0 t 14 68 X 

X 584® 11706 14 

12 1J4 00 123® 7 

> 130® IM8B 4 

116® 11'® *0 
78 06 111 18 48 
28420 0844 1 

XS 10 '0614 1Q7 
*3! 80 10524 ||« 
AM 70 8*9? 157 
<693 HOTS 9 
147 70 10901 78 

78* BP HI® £ 

IOOO 108® 72 
15480 110® © 
151® <0853 83 
204.14 134® 8 

1X26 HIM 41 


10 


1000 330 
500 21 

75 
22 
9 



OVBS '0XC0 85 28720 til® X 

10/27 20000 2 16000 112*4 X 

01.62 ID® II 17947 *® IO 

05778 1000 32 4*5 CO id 16 IX 

1067 503 82 OCX ) 0*335 IO 

05(07 S® 2 08*5 11092 54 




009* 1000 8 

HOT 5UXr- 2 
108* 10® ® 
1074 TOO) 3E 
01(63 500 2 

It/70 XI) 27 
1060 503 01 

0V94 TOO 



15*® 11*21 _ 
® 40 119® 28 

206 70 mm 93 
27596 1OT 43 105 
2*8 77 11058 50 

SIT® 138® 2 

35071 Hi J5 *5 
622 9*53 140 
„ ioeoo 0i 
12758 1087* B0 
irara iodjj ira 
)«1 81 
12* 

-72 

170 110. 

a® ma ix 

®X 97 x 1C 
77® 11273 r 
I5J® IT *3 SB 
11680 10371 127 
JO* 63 115® 17 

87610 I0B49 a 
10115 K&04 1CB 
)10 112/B 37 
FI0 ill® 47 
" 1128* 34 
110?5 S3 


114 *2 
- K»ra 
a uo8i 
_ 108® 111 
47 i no® 
a ia 

11 93 . 

a® © 223® .. . 

10OT 97 32880 104® 119 

500 20 868® 10947 71 

1000 172 32712 1007* 133 

1000 17 3® 15 108® 1CB 

SOT 1278 186® 111® «* 

~ ‘ .IS 10759 “ 


S3 

82/6 ia 
)40 ®S3 1® 
ns 113® x 



gWJHCwia 

SAVAtoenJ** 

SAWThxiurfOcd 

aft OT MwaopdBw 






B*an, 

MMU0 


07*1 

10® 

0 

X99OT 

I07K 

a 

10*2 

10® 

3 

2*680 

95 78 

14) 


sew 

TO 

254® 


1 


s® 

11/ 

318 10 

104 OT 




556 



IK 


10® 


2© 02 

©5fi 

IJt 

<S*7 

ran 


TO® 

95® 

146 


1C® 




62 

02*5 

s® 


108© 

11777 

12 

00*7 

7000 

1» 

033* 

10*00 

1X5 

03*6 

3X0 

190 

J*)© 


IS 


ran 

230 

4tB.Hl 

12B.T7 

2 

0107 

10® 

212 

95650 

12105 

t 

12*8 

10® 


2*7 10 

10882 

HI 

07«J 100030 

re 

100® 


71 

CEtwremm 








inaoo 


os/a immo 


10781 

KB® 

8/ 

11*4 100000 

54 

1©50 

1059* 

1(1) 


S?1 



141 

D)/B6 100000 


12731 

as© 

!» 

11/74 

5® 

TO 

359 08 

11001 

as 


5® 



10)83 


11/09 

5® 

IS 

©47 

112(0 

.0 

11*7 



104® 









04*8 

S® 

© 

274 10 

K74 

144 


Europe 

*M»/&4C®X1A 



an 73 

SB 

4 

ism 72487 


owe 

ran 

M 

IS© 108© 


12 *4 

5® 

187 

25016 10005 


t»*7 

ran 

TO 

0331 TO7© 


01/41 

ran 

tea 

7©07 TOOK 


109* 

soo 

IT 

63© 107X4 


11SG 

500 

re 

6357 10*83 

11 

11/85 

500 

21 

90 as 10*57 

10 


sm 

B4 

829© IK® 



TOO 

J 

61 85 10318 

13 

04S3 

ran 

K 

102*7 inn 



1C® 


12675 W03 

is 

o trsr 

10® 

448 

281© 1D5A4 


cam 

500 

13 

6818 10XK 

14 

0 ME 

sm 

IS 

104 

3©» 10157 
10094 

12 

15 

Q0/S6 

iooo 

253 

344® 12177 

re 

01*7 

SOT 

© 

18252 HO® 

114 



27 

21*70 121 06 


f?-. ,.\e 

10® 

210 

40670 12X® 

S* 

ITw 7 ** M 


82 

135® 9U1 


[7 \ " V 





06*4 

1000 

■TO* 

481© ill® 

109 

am 

10® 

318 

532® 1©Z 

13 


tfi m a n oknfe* 

Frar*J*saj:<«sj«sea 

tfnanaPmEircGf] 

iOCuGti 


tG*KTT»»£ijS^eaOD 

Owrwuim c M 

i3tval&*&»x*ol 

Ui>«£i»SSaBgv 

tt3TEx&»*rtaona 

tCTSaOn 


Bikro»iFicrfc*m 
OtranviE u 
•MnriuEi 


0OT0 

IVM 

02(5? 

QOS* 

awe 

IQ7* 


to® 8 112® 1 1*80 UK 

SCO 244 2S2W 7234 1 *5 

500 *5 2132B 11588 97 

~ 12* 70 US® ® 

175 74 111® 109 

131® 12284 
8932 125*1 

9l£0 11751 

500 123 23926 12)5* 

S® *8 255® 12565 

♦48® 11871 Bl 
136® US® 9fl 
17150 11932 n 
83 15 117® » 
12*18 123 7* — 

XI® 12736 
18850 10817 119 
1000 875 322 . 10 124® X 

67*7 1X54 © 
T3U0 13247 
13430 O0 
5250 1100* a 
5000 1171a ae 

,4210 109 53 116 
ISO 10 13101 10 

6159 10931 116 
20B70 1X15 ‘ 
1340BOT 131 *6 
10® 330 *1800 125® 27 

181 X 123 X *7 

22351 11137 107 
1000 2® 18*29 11812 

IOOO 398 20) o& 124® x 

*5*® 126» X 
34831 13188 
3S20 HB® 78 
15*94 1 1270 108 
_ 64 73 109® 117 

00 950 50 11527 1® 

81 705 OT 11787 9 

4 175 18 11839 a 

90618 12508 29 


100000 19 

. . 1OOT0Q 27* 
0590 - SCO 14 
01 * 503 50 

COW 100000 
OZ/81 .... ... 

1088 500 W 

,2/88 100® a 

MB* 

ran* ... 

0468 ICOOOT TO 
toe woqoo a 
07/8* SOT 32 
1000 12 
1000 25 

iooo 

SOT 
500 
1000 


osao too <os mb ir iak i* 


1 1188 
01/85 
COfT 


1^xSereor<i*5(t*<;>s 

tHuxtertorCuviAie 

IHerr/XtK&mif&r&jfCfn 0586 
06/81 
CCB6 
@9 
08(88 
0485 
OH65 
□S6? 

n.W 

07/87 

O820®&4G* raw 


0OT8 

0586 

11/08 

IMS 

CE72 


SaXiKKfad.lOP 

IMSXEJb 

a/vEATOEucei 

wvts-ijaf^CM 

aW/ESCOFhireJiG*! 

t w ai fti BBi 


tUsUGarfertUeiT) 


. '1850 82 

>000 X 23 1® 10*50 123 

10® ire 1226* 11&U 101 

500 6 101 50 11875 BD 

5OT 87 371 51 IX© 42 

HMD a 22020 131 11 

iooo 17 260 X IXX 

lOCO 11 2KX 12387 ® 

<000 102 31900 1228* 

ran IS3 nm 11023 715 

1000 11 11?® ill® 111 

ID® 4 <3700 11396 105 

500 262 27286 U55B S 

iooo m mi® ns® a 

186® IXX 13 
U9X 13< 74 
IXX IX® 


1COT >54 
1000 i*1 

soa a 
1000 10* 


KMX U854 60 


lUAG&jDMognO 

XUfi&MCca 

tManrOoneCu 

iUtruvEuvkn 


CB% 

raw 


10® 1? 18*® 11982 71 

500 TO 648® IX® St 

500 X3 10770 118® 73 

5® D 61 90 10772 IX 

138® 11805 95 


tkHttrcOM 

L06jQ/,^H 
a®rev*3»0Brauapi 
(MagaOwWOEOT^i 


07/03 2SCOT0 1 1831 73 12229 53 

tft* 1WB8 1000 X 211 IS 1X14 87 

1000 X 1®a 12555 ' 

10® 89 



01/80 

1050 

0MB 

07/78 

01(03 

raw 

QMS 

07(90 

07W 

04/85 

01(87 

07/90 

aim 

0/(90 

11/Bi 

urn 

cans 

12®* 

11/88 


.. 27380 8CL2 IX 

re® 51 S96x icrrx 1 21 

£OT 17 10* ® 1X73 SI 

1000 *8 10661 11852 84 

iCOT 40 03,3 1312? 8 

1000 1® 3*357 12380 38 

'DOT 5 Z5® 12113 » 

5® 24 TO® 12059 62 

500 19* *8580 119® 

S® 5 WOT 14183 

141 2D 1182* W 

S ® 13*2* X 
« ix2* a 
IX® IX 70 X 
... _ iB ?0 11119 112 

1000 237 37551 12728 18 

1000 37 8153 11997 SB 

_ 52 

2 


1000 
10® 3S8 
10® 11 
£00 OT 
5® 


. am H907 

1000 85 238® 122® 

2D® 122 2T7.10 141.77 

H«1 1®0 121 32870 119® 70 

oi.w i®o *i a a mx 13 

ra 90 3X0 17 X780 114® 10* 

icm iooo « " 

108B 10® 199 .- 

Q8A9 10® ID 13152 10*84 122 

©Bl 10X00 928 391® 12508 23 

,006 100000 7® 41® 10*08 124 

1000 10OT 108 1*308 12303 X 

11(80 5® X 10*15 12747 16 

5® 57 1*90* 1212D 5» 

SO 11107 113 
GO 117® 88 

13® 12U2 50 
110® 119® 78 


raw 

MW 



58820 11861 70 

74® 11185 110 

6717 101® 128 

,3OT 117® 87 

10® X 20450 121 08 55 

raw 40® TO 1*5X0 17106 37 

mm io® ss rose 12*11 m 

law 20® *4 75OT 1X56 41 

IOT6 SCOOT 5QXB 1 2388 X 

U*7 XOT 89 5156 1X47 44 

1U97 SCOTOT 63 *9 89 1235* 4 3 

0V&5 509 86 Ilia 12137 56 

11/23 10® 0 KB® 127 18 IS 

aim 500 02 2*8® 11970 72 

15*41 11805 


Far East Excluding japan 





tSusn&s'sPWwroeCTiai 


1(87 

0386 

«W3 

osier 

raw 

0890 


5M 

SOT 

5® 

10 ® 

10OT 

75® 


11 K8*0 Il»« 1® 


332 10 10932 
97 44 11105 51 
1X70 1CS48 112 
11B® 11155 C 
101 X 11009 « 


a® )®o «3 

SttOTatlJC/teasUiSpCos 0BTC5 SOO® 2331 

Suv»iaT*3atf*«» 04W JOT 1 

:&»0*C*s><)3W>*teG* 0*W ,000 13 

3UUaWOTQDi 05(05 ®OT IB 

jfaT»teor*act»)(ai caw ioon ® 

Uon(fc»A«lje’9lj3l 07/89 1000 6 

nwfamwsRrd im* soocn 19 

Thomn/fcfltmaiaial 0580 BM 10 

TS&TOmsaCT*4 CH/7S 50) 75 

tTSa«xt*«lBG4i 11J94 SOD m 

UKFnendvkK a mac ra ) MB* 

WocfcoctaaWOT’a 0V» 


7a 17 10426 121 
*0793 S&37 IX 

xx as 12 1*7 

SO E? KBS* 82 
12*7D 1(433 IX 
2® 06 IDS 74 110 
17* Ml 10515 H5 
189 41 11U6 28 

8325 109 70 89 
788® 110(8 57 

75 2D 112 7* 37 

sm 177 38347 an m 
5® 42 88 70 ira 10 a 

10821 157 


International Equity Income 

0SB8 M® 65 


27220 MSS2 
73840 11301 

ms as us® 
BB28 nax 


International Equity & Bond 

§S3g«$f“* 


10 ® 

10® 

10® 


XX 111® 32 
111® 110.77 3B 
X 13 11216 X 
5534 11243 27 
cam 11556 12 

1 1550 11412 18 


Ma^WJrtWtab 

♦mmnwr MJC 

VnuCUCthaf* 

*5in7iS«rt(fflmj 

DPli y rtBwB 

fflM faWIgM ieiE/ 


AcMcftsiaanajaB 

DMMiUWUtxiHk, 

tflov9l&SurailKrt*icad 

R3^SaxHoWaH 


sSHTsamnai 


OnnsrafOTcFiwe 


»T/rea*waJt/Jv£arrawj 

iWnayHtfiflaM 

usawc 

iWOrtnc 

WhmgdokSakigSOTd 

UMtatfCotnaSo® 

WMotKCtH 


UK Smaller Companies 


oast 





a 



















11,9* 

1®0 

17 

155® 

117 AS 

8 

11/9* 

moo 

2 

151 10 

11174 

IB 

OT*5 

10X7 


are 

11266 

25 


WOT 






TOO 

11 











5® 

11 



67 


/) 



til 

O.® 



sm 


17 


500 

31 



63 








TO® 

12 

57® 

10023 

OT 


10® 


wzrr 















U!^5 

10® 

8 


10078 



XS® 

17 





5® 





06*6 

10® 

© 






1H 






a 





ran 

ia 





10® 

s> 

113© 

ware 

a 


««95 

UK? 

1«5 

ons 

01/98 


500 *30 
10® 1® 
1000 5 

cm 29 


«2» 11372 >0 
l*ro lit® 3* 
are no 11 44 
13® 11UB 1* 
53® 1084* ca 
61 DO 11014 ® 
111® 71 


iCm 



i&arGfcrdJKEneC® 


tSrtrriB2rrCco 
tOMUKSnKut 
1C»4)BUK&l<iO 
JggncwlBSnCra 
tOWSrdCw 


S5JP0TSirCos 
CbnanniUiSindCcD 


wm 
0*« 

0291 

am 
ivu 
rmr 

(£187 

«n 
MK 
ww 

02,65 
07/96 
OBW 
OlflB 
0961 

07® 

1206 5X0 19 2*2170 l®19 39 


6® 16 I® 

500 X (B 
OT® 247 2KE, 
lOCO « 141 , 

SOT JU 117: 

500 11 66 

m as 

MOT W 
« 


sm 

SOD 

500 

ID® 

500 


wot re 
9666 Bl 
101 13 34 

141 go ,05X5 21 

117S0 9027 75 
6613 101* 31 
W74 9732 57 

IS® 11821 2 

IK® 108® 16 
>8 7® re 10702 12 

® 277 70 104 14 26 

79 50 35 © 63 42 

lift® 85 76 OT 
4513 10S76 23 


10® 128 . _ _ 

10® J42 25170 0441 SB 

5® X4 5*77 3160 73 


JCazerwtftJfiMo 

tCO*«4ii^GWWc® 



fflamareGKttMar^l 

Gar im g a PSHJSd 

Gaf»rx«;PsrVTB(* 

smanaenwnanra 



rasa i®o ix do ®ck e 

0*«7 -5® B68 25720 11371 13 

UMB 10® 84 inn 11*53 12 

C9S8 70® 83 721® 10501 X 

11(05 10000 a 15*800 USX 8 

0*S0 SOT 5 1OT» 107*1 28 

04X8 500 18 9031 1CE27 23 

01®* 5® 10 raso It* 8* 11 

41 17QOT 1M08 3 

10 13*00 120® I 

04/80 IOOO 7 9035 114 71 10 

0V7B 10® 74 IfflOT 103« 37 

04(88 1Q00OT 08* 31818 11153 15 

04(88 1CDXD X TO4 3 11175 14 

©W to® W ®OT 10656 32 

0095 1000 22 153® WS54 26 

10(88 5® 2® nc® 11488 9 

raw S® 2 K56 i®r* as 

CE6B 100® 068 11700 THAI 18 

OB01 1000 13 102M 10029 22 

cam iooo res ©23 hoot x 

1096 SOT 5715 10708 27 

1095 icano is 12* x usee e 

05(08 30® X 12590 10858 2* 

©90 KJOOT 5 (487 SO WS6 X 

03X4 KXm 3 110750 118® 7 

01» 2000 5T 122 CD 11073 10 

raw 1000 X 1185* W8AB 25 

CC®« 2500® X ire® 111 12 17 


a®PT,>w*aC0i 
DresQ^CVAaarljKi 
D««WHM8e0OT>is 
onooflarm 
&Jrtw^vAGfer5rCoi 


10® 12* 274 ® 6252 X 

500 8* 748B 58*4 © 

10® © 27070 B*« 2* 

cm ~ 


500 

sm 

5 OT 

ion 

TO® 

1®0 

torn 

5® 

SOT 

S® 

6® 

500 


FcM*»3S6AN 


7**4nwnA8*n»6eB 

BvaA/ww T *® irt ]pft 


IGarmcreHm) 

iGMMnty tf MPi i h 

G4rtno/e^y3iJatf J &: 

GarnmaPSFPacAc 


0596 3000® 
ure* iooo 
1V0O 1OT0 
11/00 50®® 
10© 10® 
KT 


cm3 

008* 


67 

7XK 

8i a 

37 

41 

1«® 

©63 

TO 

3« 

11X60 

BOX 

© 

24 

iOftQQ 

6501 

23 

a 

1f&5G 

55*7 

87 

70 

113® 

04 47 

a 

2 

1697 

M 47 

re 

52 

©TO 

57© 

a 

35 

© 14 

57M 

16 

© 

a 4i 

6X38 

35 

37 

170© 

51 DT 

TO 

13 

85.78 

8126 

« 

37 

i(9® 

57© 

M 

11 

17© 

5683 

S3 

© 

sin 

rox7 

II 

2 

©05 

65 AJ 

17 

33 

OT 

^2 

aiu 

©07 

a 

81 

« 

9321 

5837 

a 

272 

147© 

7X22 

7 


GTOnay^™ 

GuaKJerPaWc^B 

wra m j ag igji 

Hen36/scrfW9t£/ 



snooo 

A 

Tfi? 

7&© 

©TO 

errs 

47 

IS 

10® 

13 

liDflQ 

are 

11 

TO® 

a 

440DO 

9077 

1 

10® 

19 

129-5* 

aw 


TOO 

11 

15X83 

6X4* 



35 

ma 

&44 




’22® 












44 


36 

3KJOT 

57® 

S) 


0 

61 13 







i* 

30® 

© 

TO© 

9 

900 

■a 

470* 

0519 

3 


14 





a 

3802 

5273 

73 

ran 

ao 

i«7© 

81M 

4 



*17 

3885 



14 

6108 

©11 

80 


31 

9tM 

BB© 

2 






ID® 

a 

823 

*538 

79 


no 

as 



500 

© 

5074 



/2aai>4^8c 

>A*r^Pac8c<ai 

MafMeaAi&s 

zNMcnOrenA 

ax*fchSJ*£fl350*tn 

OAtmrfffBfBAsie 

tCU448haidC 

glW4a»W*wan*and 


scwcWKfca, 




line io® 
ns xmo 22 

0M1 5OT 15 
07/03 5® 2 

0*02 500 3 

<067 UK 16 
e»M X® 3 
caw uxo 7 
0090 UXt 332 
0895 2500 31 

0695 XOT 36 
0695 25® 37 

oaee sen 13 
omo 10 m i8i 
caw 10 m 3 


nwMWd 
HMhwMum 

International Fixed Interest 


073 1CC33 

10190 irea 4 

10518 HJ7.14 a 
125X « 74 45 

70® 9781 43 

3X26 t0X« 38 
13*a 11738 9 

7304 1C&B 34 
1152* 10801 X 
5707 1® 82 41 

5820 9662 44 
6641 10658 31 
252® IMS? 21 
1BDW HOD IB 
23601 10307 a 
«* 11873 S 


«bByWaU»i<«ond 

tUOenJBBOOTjecrt 

WaMaJ0w 8*lt 


10® 18 
5® 13 

a® 91 
ram im 



SJO 
6® 2 
10® 84 

5! 


C^3t5S1j^8faiio4M^0UJ 

iMxHraCuRweiSood 


12)79 
12® 

1101 

su 
01® 

12/87 
uwe 
11K1 

07® 1000® 

00)61 10® 

1CW6 10® © 
0595 1000® 1 

ram im 3 
ia® io® 9 
0*/9l 11WO 11 
08® 10® 6 
07(61 1000 4 

ten 10® ix 
1086 10® 23 
0Sfl7 5W X 


23300 10357 
413 96® 

WO w 

an *4 10757 
"M 47 mat 10434 
WOT 19 ira ID 10X51 

4 85 66 ara 

*Cl« 0*® 

2737 aro ® 
6824 10571 E 
822S 1Q2J9 
2B» 10134 
102® ICQ31 
38*7 V34M 
lax® sere 
inn 10107 

5705 10171 

X® 

EX 12 10107 
*957 10250 
»R W80 


StlH/MPoeifcMW 


TtaongaaMaSM 


10® 29 158® 50© 00 

500 IM 2*7 X 57*3 56 

— * " 27 73 21 

08® 5&X 69 

1K80 S23S 74 
70« »« SB 

Si 00 6505 22 

10)73 70*5 ID 

'6630 5642 © 

U7 70 58 79 SO 
150 90 7216 8 

0862 (5S# 8 

31 10 2014 © 

easr are 51 
4X15 7793 5 

7974 sax is 

3G05 6A66 79 

KJCro MX 27 
30 72 56 GD 61 

Bl 78 SB© « 

154 GQ are 70 
930* 5233 75 

B1O0 00 BO 41 
81.13 MX a 
UB03 80*9 *3 
i3xx an © 

32*6 ffi 55 X 
31® 6B<! 13 

15© 904 48 

J**& 6062 *2 

3708 8132 X 

3861 8137 38 

ei.n ® 



81 

10/01 '0® 15 

0WB 100000 90S 
law HXO 232 

02/91 io® a 
®B? SOT 15 
11(07 SCO 66 
06471 WOT 18 

1Q95 TOT) 1IZ 

06W SCO 13 331® 
07** 1000 B 

*000 ,B5 

1V97 XOT « 

11/07 9CD0OT *0 


Far East Including japan 

am 


xdCmM^aCc 
l/iS nrtMar, 
CimFsrtiserGin 


ri u nu j "JcacoaBui 

OAkffaeaa 


GowcPacAaraWB t 
n erW tra y J£*ufc a, C08 


re — j jTi — a >#■ r 
WwirfroiK 

WKUjaPiOTc— *1 
gAt T aOwonOtfi_ 

SaWkrfiMn 

S tfacw ft iE— ran 

SeuJaPxxc 

*SUa™s'i»a*w 

SuHJWwTiMCaH 

riioa nn erfeFEAiBpjaii 

remOTndoPE&JBoGn 

lyU 0SIX 

UMWwra fti E yW*/, 

vewtotftoficeaan 

1Ue* M® W Cara 


500 X S3 6425 X 

1DOT 10 61 13 6281 Z7 

SOT 16 93© 68X Zl 

SCO 8 3888 7708 5 

500 1© 210 79 6870 14 

KOT ICS 176X 7340 7 

43 268 60 014 13 

7 16906 6000 2 

S 10522 91*2 32 

18 15705 81 C M 


rag 

cam 

1088 

OM 

07(05 

tag 

07(00 

02182 

1M> 

ure* 

saw 

eras 

raw 

CEMO 

tDTB4 

0V32 


10000 

MOT 

io® a 
icm ia 

BOO t 

wm n 
sn x 

10® 17 

rax s 
>0® *9 

5® 



laM t Oi 

04)86 VI® 9 
5® IT 

5® 18 

0008 Z® 9 

ono 5® I* 

TO® © 
11)95 1000® Z 
cas* SOO o 

oao* g® x 

04/88 5® 3 


SOOT 

38.12 

302 

4503 

»ra 

34® 

9321 

662* 

290.® 

KESO 


68.13 88 
7120 “ 
8701 
SUB 61 
7747 » 
7172 3 
SI® re 
600* 3 
733 a 
IBSl 16 
a® 77 


auntie 
tCartr oawren 
GanmosPSwoetJacwi 
Qa anc i rfSFJBca/i 
uoaclortins/ 



DNKESCOJaoanesoSnKCos 

JomwfafwQeon 

ILaaniawCBi 

LeoaBD«ajBo»*id»rr 

cj^&Gal nrm a— 

^^^ESnnQti 

U/niarAMntfUapan 
MSQJapai _ 
MtatanCnCa 
H/m£u4lK*n 


»4>gaiOBrWUXi*n1r»Mr 


OftIBS 

1C® 

13 

ZB. 10 

PP 

7t 






tt 

02/77 

5X0 

?0 

143340 

tPA 

4 1 

0**a 

10® 

s 

1176 


Vi 


SB 

<au 

PPB 

1 

UM 

TOO 

V 

15580 

87© 





UiflO 

S9SB 


04A4 

1000 

n 

©67 

71© 



1000 

s 


■ • «. J 



37 

SOOT 

1:^* J 


07*5 (KOTO 

IK 

TO IS 

■ r-^vl 



SOT 

23 

12180 

■ i ^ 1 



7000 

15 

17070 

5912 










2 

TOD 






15129 



KKximmo 

18 

90.73 

W' 




90.C 

nr 



SOT 

7 

11150 






41198 






04© 






12*-34 

- T: 

8* 


onrr> 

re 

14782 


a 


10® 

a 

104.72 


















219.10 

B187 

IE 




4884 

73.18 





1810 




10® 


SQ20 

Eli 





1806 

a io 

81 








1000 


45JD 


22 








10® 








6X03 



11*6 


10 

7042 

7083 

28 











«1S 

75 


600 


00© 

58.00 


KM 

ran 

114 

5233 

8X® 

ri 


woo 



6179 




408 BS 

81.13 

VJ 








TOO 

10 

©to 

m 






m 



10® 


4883 

7064 

a 

05*7 




87 05 





6219 

74© 

36 

0**B 

wo 

so 

fiX 

i*n 



tPnjaBnaUKxme 

noveLandavteKiwQn 
sipjrewCOi 
TSAPJrearSrCa^ra 



North America 

AebnAnoOS) 
ABoevCEEmaroCtn 
iADeujaflrtSiTifrtWQCn 
V54WIMB 


U»lf<i/Otln/nflra/Tl4J6 


03)95 

io® 

1 

SOM 


66 

04*6 

6® 

Ii 

S3© 

73-50 

40 

0»B5 

1000 

no 

IKK 

My 

87 

139* 

10® 

14 

2960 

7633 

36 

05*6 

2®0 

© 

8330 

5075 

55 

04770 

ran 

1® 

1X0® 

72.83 

44 

07*3 

10® 

9 

97 44 

5S«jg 

fiD 

>0/91 

ran 

2 

4510 

04.70 

J0 

1080 1000® 

410 

20 82 

01 CE 

76 

11*1 

ICOT 

20 

47 70 

7721 

32 

01*4 

ran 

74 

21308 

SSA 

82 

aaei 

TOO 

433 

105.11 

81-3) 

19 

02*1 

7000 

90 

4424 

61.70 

7? 

00*5 

5® 

12 

©a 

7836 

27 


5® 

sm 

38 

3 

£3 

£5 

47 

13 

KWS 

10® 

1© 

2107 

0000 

21 

01*3 

5® 

11 

0016 

T0 16 

54 

0585 

ATCtt 

68 

721B 

7001 

S2 

04*8 

EOT 

11 

2608 

EL© 

IS 

m*i ano 
01*1 5000® 

4 3 

XOT 90 
50® 

SS 


07*0 

10® i 

2X48 

8013 

Tin 

89 



12/70 10® 233 

11«3 1000 77 

raw SOT 23 
0693 ID® B 
ID® 106 
5® 44 

SOT 76 


1081 

TOB4 

[»7* 


0597 1®0 X 

04/87 5® *1 

□SJB* 5® *3 

raw IOOO 63 

crass sot 


5® 10 
10® £ 2 


17 


nonn^BaAmarSirtKos 


GN«rtirenaaii 

G/OTNcBTiArrenco 

G ainxnAno 


GD/lfHoSmCOT 

GTUSC* 

GuarelartDorffiAnw 

Hen ra nteia5i*Ctt 

H Biaa rtWimb 

HtSvnx&attr 

KtSrnnMUSZieZa 

leacUnrai 

HSaXnMn 

DMSCtWnoQKi 

sNVQCOhiwsmcix 

fflSSSEsr 

L80*SGerP<rtiren* 

MS55SS* 

CXydaBrtfWoaiCOaSAac 

UtMtA/WMnaGBfK 

(UfiAmaSiKCb* 

swsotOtwNohJiAit^* 

Mefcuy/VTH»ST*Oos6a 

Uao^rAmer 

Mamri*Vnoqp 

Mtfa«WTUEQnaic>ej 

iiteanwiuEaM^a* 

M»na4yWTlg*B*Bi«yBu» 

WeEiqpo/csNVd^TTKtcK 

niiaMwa . 

Me*B«fli«nWl6&0idTit*. 

MmyAROTasCai 

N^OictTtalTiAmatJ 


07A4 ■ 5® 
0 5/B) 10® 

D5/B2 ram 



10 ® 
ties mom 
cure* sm 
0W8* 500 

01/72 SOO 
12 fW 500 
CO&5 10® 

\2R4 5® © 

rare so® 72 

0033 1000 105 

12™ WOT 109 

11/00 10® 117 

ooree 3000® 110 
ion ia® *8 
taro smam « 
07IB5 1000® 11 

12)02 5® 0 

04/78 SOO 40 
11(05 10® 116 

core* uxo is 
10/37 10® 0 

1083 
01/B5 II 
01./7B 
©90 

11/80 1,... . 

0490 1000® 

TM& MOOD 31 
17 
13 
8 

i i/73 i®0 X 

aws 5® M 

04278 1000 41 

10/74 1CDQ 31 
IQ70 20® X 

%% S 

1I/re W® X 
toes ran so 
07/74 10® 2* 

&V84 WOO 8 
0355 SM 2 
03(00 HXO 02 
TOO 10® 78 

awe ran mb 

ia© sm « 

11/87 1000 6 

IV® K to 34 
1VS5 EOT 0 

” rm '£« 

5® 74 

5OT 41 

09/B3 10® 78 

03187 SCOOT 35 
12/82 10® 1® 
05(87 1®0 26 

07)83 2500® 0 

07(93 2500® 1 

O7fl32£O0OT 0 
069* 10® 3 

09B7 1000 24 

aaw too iei 
iirac icm 11 

S® 14 

15 


735.10 
83® 
1OT*0 
*61 00 
478® 
XI® 
178® 

trazo 

i>UD 
14X32 
34880 
17427 
313 70 
40® 
KB 18 
I00« 
165S0 
32402 
210X 
15250 
41&40 
67T)X 
2® 48 
2084® 
562 30 
*5680 
2*360 
130*0 

bx© 

am, 
IffltO 
10900 
113 70 

max 
8661 
34170 
171 10 
mm 


11/72 

0670 

07® 


04(82 


TtomWOTne*Sir«Coa 

Nof**cW*3rtiAmef 


^MABJWMiVWnci 


moifctt)nMiner 


01® 1000 
1006 10® 


1089 

OH# 

07(66 


H(B5 

0S32 

©82 


t5*njsca»i 

SSWAmer 

SdioWVw 


sraowmsussncos 




6cOV*lwi»3/taM/ner 

iSUnma W naftW 

SmtnlMiMw 

SaMRho/yrena 

SjDtortWAwio 


eurtJdCaMtfaMWVnOJi 
SuiiaMwGH . 

Th eameMM4maSo«3fn 
J>rewierfajim^«30i2 

TT« aadrw»*>4merfan2 
ISBMiwr 

UkfiientfyNatiAiTW 


0® 48 

io® © 

S® 16 

*5 

0083 10CO 293 
HA1 10® 01 

o7reo ram b 
5® 18 

5® © 

5® 48 

1000 111 
12/94 10® 48 

10)84 10® 25 

1083 zero X 
rae; ram 77 
me* io® ns 
raw sm 21 
©Bl 10® 2B5 
17194 100OTQ 21 
10«9 1000® 283 
02/90 HOT ISO 
0201 K7X B4 
08105 5® 31 

034)4 2S0 144 

MB5 J® 54 
0388 5OT T9 
060)2 IS® 24 
raw 10® 147 
1072 500 » 

HUB* 10® X 
05/89 5® 19 

OMS 40® 27 

©82 3X0 32 


©50 2«7> 117 

aaw 50QXQ 
1Q01 5® 21 

az/BO iooo 1* 


31490 

2S6B5 

2<76£5 

274® 

re* 70 

483 70 
24305 
440© 
26*51 
870® 
205 70 
05X20 
401.10 
80*7 

2®m 

1 9730 
163® 
S3® 
ii&ia 
17630 
25*70 
343® 
11047 
C87 7D 
040® 
20XX 
IXX 
174*0 
3© 80 
15090 
10*0 45 
19*423 
12*0*3 
05® 

78361 
©520 
*0*X 
©21 
870* 
7147 
306© 
©1© 
1® 00 
21 3 B0 
4013* 
361® 
10076 

irox 
406® 
200(0 
328X 
Bl® 
103® 
270® 
101® 
314® 
5B7® 
46014 
1® 16 
©41 
347.13 
10002 
14X52 
471® 
A2X7D 
44880 
539 70 
79© 
062® 
274® 
«52 
127.40 
301 4Q 
50® 
79730 
50 JX 
*20 (1 
110J7 


3157 119 
WAM 118 
128S a 
114 72 1® 
11X25 110 
11X50 Bl 
1289* 34 
12002 m 
13144 1ft 
103© 117 
126OT X 
121A4 © 

126*5 a 
12829 27 
05,15 121 
11907 67 
13037 17 
731® 15 
12801 3* 

110 77 70 
12X57 58 
128® 25 
13)17 73 
12610 32 
1X70 9 

12*06 46 

12528 « 
11007 or 
131 79 14 

ISM 6 
0021 G 
11078 77 
WZ2 1 
120 Bl IS 
112 ® 1 ® 
12619 X 
10ELOB 114 
118© 79 

1 3385 W 
12005 07 
11036 B2 
1115* 111 
119a 86 
12S03 23 


12271 57 

MOT 12 
12 X S 
K)0S8 113 
121® 02 
>1870 90 
72384 50 
125.12 43 
IX© 10 
1X25 72 
115® W 
12 220 S3 

136® a 

M 16 74 
11062 to 
6846 120 

12059 m 

13235 13 
137® 3 

119 S © 
11564 ® 
IX® TO 
11am bz 
11034 04 
12552 -W 
110 16 112 
11387 102 
114 TO 07 
125® 36 
112B1 107 
10264 11B 
13*x 47 
11*01 101 
110® 75 
ia® 5* 
ii9« re 

12035 20 
113® 1® 
114® ee 
114© M 
IBM 12 
13*J>4 44 

11303 1© 
12533 37 
113A5 ICM 
11604 04 
11007 © 

11925 85 
13290 H 
'C 78 a 
13501 X 
121© 01 
U37B 0 
12*51 45 

11232 100 
123.18 72 
121.47 05 

’SS 38 71 

10819 115 
12290 a 
134 10 7 

CTM 40 
12X29 X 
121® 84 
12fiJ* X 
11848 81 
1X66 69 
13322 S 
11271 108 
121 08 © 
7K.T8 IX 
124 51 46 

ire 40 41 
ire® x 

1X37 AJ 
123 42 SI 
119® 89 
121© 60 
19004 ISO 


Raid 


m uH 90 1W10 ns a 
w 1®0 s 37® «S2 50 


nw i)W * B aa 


Fund of Funds 

sSsssL. - 

Taba/cMMaEwan 

VSZ&fffSSS 



H MUOBlV i C OSSl sa 




LazanMaUMdDfVdafe 

UDydArttSHV 


soo a 
urn 2 

234 


s 1 * 

3S-S | 

>H93 100D 8 

osn 1OT0 3 
0»1 »0 » 
039* soa 12 

j£S a# 
an J&4 

SB*® \ 

TOW SCO ft 

as y ij 
as as 2 

02)03 100® 3) 

io® 100® » 
01*5 agog 12 
0292 25® 0 

cnaa sm® J 

ceres so® © 
owe io® 11 
IOOO S3 
Q9/32 10® 12 

(8MB 1/tB 


sub esm 5 
1301 40M 9 

883# « 


©44 

6612 

7Z1Z 

VEJ53 

an 

07® 

10892 

12310 

148.12 

7827 

HftW 

ai* 

140* 
. 5665 
157® 
W3« 
166* 
14ft® 

»fttn 

151® 

170© 

BO 

IIS® 

KB « 

10530 


WOT 10 

na ag 


tSS 2C®0 70 

rase 2D0® ® 

07/87 1000 124 

IQS* 5® 317 


MMKcmtWMBHGBi 

tttaKuyfctoi'dXi 

ad ac a y liw i ia n c 

UFWrHHeMamttenU 

ZSS&SS252 

NMMteWI tS 

xOMURrke&Oti 

CMChkKooRMtDK 

JMriz’M&jmt.ireUinnoi 



OIMMSeMWM 

ShWfttamra 


MSxUWMl 



ftMUaMana 


^W.onCn. 

es xkss&m 




1 l 

07® 10^ 2^1 

too® 13 
10® 1 

5® 1 

10® 7 

*000 Z7 

10® 0 

10® 11 

_ 0 9 

nw am, 

QW] 10® 

Clans amm * 
in*® SOT *06 

s® aae 

7041 


06 00 


0678 

iisra 

©a 

83*® 
730® 
63® 
X® 
37® 
78.73 
14700 
143X 
«00 
231® 
61 70 
16601 
0566 
IBft® 

157 70 
©18 
©36 
134 10 
110JO 

ran 

■UA50 
137® 
79.4* 
8604 
73 Bl 
70640 
Z»® 
5697 
8707 
51© 

1X170 

81.76 
6831 
14210 
ZJ13) 
76© 
317® 
121.73 
©6> 
64.48 
0l« 
M84 
10060 
M© 
111 10 
10610 
132® 
14*70 
14A70 
IX© 
11X70 
86© 


1066* 44 
mu © 
ICE. re 04 
1SUM 15 
107© 37 
100.72 re 
iota 47 
10411 87- 
MK101 77 

m« « 
S7XB S 
110® 10 

«J7« X 

ms » 

107.07 * 
ICR08 X 

mot 31. 

700.70 .© 
10574 « 

« § 
% 

107® TO 
lOSJft *2. 

K»37 a 

1Q4A1 62 

10133 SB 
11401 4 

im© 72 
lift® 3 
9603 81 
10033 2E 
116(41 1 

100© 21 
10117 62 

rare 2 

101.70 71 

11201 
IV197 
©17 
10625 
10295 SB 
10124 40 

10*24 © 

111.75 12 
10103 76 
■an m 
3062 70 
iop« re 
11280 0 
9396 84 
HQ® 17 

10500 *1 

10017 27 

1O120 S 

10271 K 
01© 86 
104*1 5* 

10*39 51 
101-39 73 
10225 89 
104© *8 
in© u 

11204 7 

11a 71 10 

100.0) 29 
11225 IQ 
10638 34 

10501 45 

10228 9B 
110© 10 
104.42 S3 
1O120 7* 

102<l OT 
KR&* SB 
104© «8 

70*© 50 

11131 13 

10723 X 
109.14 28 
10*88 *ft 

97 17 TO 
11201 0 
IM© S 
100© a 


6 

02 


Index Bear 

OmeouraMr 

GmMUSSai 

MorcuywrEu&pyBar 


MroiKnuiMiiaM a ft in Mr 07)93 ZPKP 
Mtu^VTU<B«jnev 
MmnWIUKBIte 
MatxnWnJSCUrwtcjBMr 

MoreuyWDJE&Myaaflf 

|M t**y WnjSl — mOwr 


01«? 10OT 
12«i KXB 
I 250X0 


cam am® 
mm too® 
CBW3 2ED0W 
07/93 2500® 
QMS 2900® 


4 405.12 7634 « 

5 471 71 7967 7 

0 401© 57 61 ft 

o 02un KX© 1 

0 71093 00© S 

0 92427 0730 4 

0 12*260 00© 2 
3 50736 0026 6 

o as© 9i© a 

B 8UB 9 


Life Managed Funds 

AbtayUMMan'd* 01/7B 

AbMjMamiMand COM 

%$£%££ ^ 

Wt^S2^6 d 04/77 

AXAEqaUMOppe 0AB9 

m 

feamtaUanU 


I 

CMPtMyUOMmare O6I0B 
CansrtxryLHjaapokUaMp/i 0W87 

lire* 

oa^s 

— — 0070 

CormrcOiiorMand TO 
Corm**9i'cB ad 


EiunMXMan'd H 
Eudkc f^ SeMcreyi 
&iri*BrtDeoaon*y 



euKtofnsdcnDaai’d 

GuontotlAMant) 


HSS^Mut«**aiT'd 

HearatXutftooMod 

MBnbcraonCSoOBMBn'd 

HRSQnwrCnpx 

MFMn’dl 
MHMMoft# 




10 


jflMMSGMan'd 
JRA/SraodarMand 
JtWSUcnMWroMgd 
i mu aG M Mra’dTOTO 



E merging Markets 

Mmuntraio 
4 £wd 9 an£mBrc 4 *QQae 


08(95 

0007 


j/teiWd/aiXKI/ 02)93 

SjfloGHatlAInfrTO IZW 

Bartn J SerocVug li/SC 

OiytfLiiiiirffflBf^ary 09(91 
tCra*&S?52** ha 0694 
CMorafOfCaaEm^JH OVM 
EoncujmanAino 1CW2 

Pdewyirefds &Ti ai pte 0696 1 

/ fta£i£g7S’(£ pi(&tB 
GflrmDW &myJ wQfl 02(07 

GatmoffP Srp nBrg Wi i aw 0M' 
□aw 
n® 

OT«7 
0091 
CWX 
07® 
11(96 


ram b 
S® 17 

£ iS 

10® 107 

ram re 
io® © 



150.70 ©58 13 

OT© 565* 33 
139© 71 « B 

7X79 0502 X 

ISA* 63© 26 
123® 8222 a 


ID® 147 231 D1 71 66 B 


10 ® 

5® 

10® 

10 ® 

10® 

ran 

SCO 

ran 


1500 
*000 
2000 
1315 #n»ti 

raei 5® 


02)90 

C&B* 


2 41 67 6631 IB 

© 297 X 67© 16 
13 1X7© ©07 11 

'2 8102 0B93 10 

0 73© 6SM 23 

9 37© 61© 1 

*6 136© 785* 3 

TO Kffi 7441 6 

233 153 301© ©6* IS 
» H330 60-Si 31 
8 10* X b*6i 3* 

ti *Sl® ©14 21 

LOT ©2* 19 
© 6i 67 a 
82 6761 17 

,02 * 72t 3* 

67JS 34 


10 ® 

10® 


33 

23 

0 

ires 



SaebtMMc 
BanJoKJvunsMMcSR 
BBrtigJBpanQh 


O&K 
iwre 

M® .... 

05/83 SO® 

raw am 

04/31 
07/88 
04® 


10® M 
S® 6 

ion re 

.... 9 

raoo © 
10 ® 3 * 
10® 27 


77 66 6B67 57 

14095 MX 0 
at® 7MB a 
*6850 7734 31 

2363 01© 2 

a© am 6* 

027 ©OT © 
lOftBQ S&© SO 


Money Market 

BaWORoKCtfi 

BattosCaTi 

nrtfvM 

DwMDMnMMa 

RcMyCa^i 

OA Corfi. 

QatroiOi® 

GoxBCaai 

uroaBQwCWi 

UICCtlOEh 

MAGTraaSOTy 

HraqCM 


K j«>JCB# 7 D#pcai 

OtMu/UWnnMM 

PnSSSSSiMn 


07/96 10® 

1CW' 10® 
1200 SCO 

line loo® 

0109 10® 

11/82 T®0 

o*reo w® 
0M0 10® 

ix© io® 
09)92 1OT0 
0090 5® 

1092 »® 

asm uxo 
area zoo® 
cow ran 


11/90 EDO 

0402 ran 

0680 250 

DTI© ran 

04)00 10® 

mo mo 


Sc«EM4*CwH 
Sea#uo«scaai_ 
3»«»rayMan’i«^i 

UMwgiaiit 

Property 

w e wi M inB pwgTO 

NaMTOFrqi 


di«o 

03/ffi 

own 

mao 


s® 

5® 


0880 a® 


72.70 
11770 
XI© 
61 13 
©X 

02JB 

©A* 
IK 10 
14*40 
85© 
461) 
1Z788 
11007 
117® 
9487 
07X8 
I42X 

4S44 

T2.73 
66© 
431* 
*860 
40*3 
*052 
5734 
©10 
1*07 
GU9 
4781 
50 13 
12J5 
18700 
©00 


8 IKK) 

2 10120 
5 1123* 

3 ICC© 

24J 1®® 

4 1® 10 

2 5041 

IB 15MB 

2 08290 

4 6X0? 

8 ©18 
11 ZS 10 
as mao 

4 U94X 

7 «TO 
1 K71T7 

5 110X 

6 5048 

3 IK® 
G ©48 

S 9637 
« W2.13 
37 MATO 
B HH« 
ii lmx? 

9 3532 

7 121 TO 

5 ©46 

11 7576 

OB 


'M x 

1 3TAD 3 
1X1® 7 

126.12 a 

X 70 34 

86*2 a 

S 35 a 
12 22 
11701 9 

a© re 

HUB 4 

an re 
an 2 * 

1U 67 12 

114 67 11 

*55 17 

a© ta 
■a , a xi 

IOI 74 13 

a© re 
VMB 1 
06© 3 

114B* V) 

a 18 20 

%% s 

re*3 x 
93* 1* 
3«*a a 
T26TO 9 

8806 a 

0*11 31 

3535 35 
fc28 19 
90X7 27 

00© © 


104© 6 

104© 12 

km© 10 
10*® 22 
10*79 15 

'0*05 SI 
<0278 27 
104© 14 

103© S 
10491 9 

10*51 23 

10431 8 

M4S3 4 

icare a 

USOI 3 
104.78 17 
10725 a 
10*86 11 
K>«66 20 
104 75 18 
KftW 3 
10338 24 
KB27 1 

ran s 
ira® a 

10*64 13 

104© 7 

104.73 16 
10487 19 


KW0 900 22 9725 US© I 

01(88 936 7 116© (©« 3 

oosi ran © auo koss 4 

0*31 «» 202 9723 W87T 2 

231 10687 4 


Commotfity & Energy 

GMncnGcidUAiMces asra 10® 
034)2 0® 


UCCma© 

MGEdd 

KtetuVGcWGxwl 


EL 1 7 *12* 6 

6687 TO© 9 
cam no 27 am® bub 1 

03(78 BOO © 34700 87® 4 

00)83 5® © XX SLOT 7 

(988 10® 112 12270 5011 6 


moo 

02)79 

01/95 

01/95 

01/06 

oaw 

07791 

06WO 

06/32 

0267 

05*8 

0668 

01/02 

mica 

0906 

Dias 

10/77 

0267 

H/77 

CWB3 

ta« 

aim 

asm 

04/88 

07/93 


MaMWOBMon’d 01/03 

WUtuMM arm 

/fc~WO*onULU»T'd (JOTS 

NPMsn<] 01(82 

ara*ajWTOn-d_ arm 

OkMM^Tiacewrvi 05/92 

£5£2K252&,d “22 

Rula«B»«nrr*lana2 01® 

Pi un WI© l uKju mSwiBG<X 0088 

— 3 0i«< 

0307 
05*2 


10® 91200 
764 1TO© 
286 1444® 
1114 ©© 

J373 166*00 
505 1O32J0 

IS 23ROT 


a 50331 ICTUS 41 
112 925© HOBS 10 

101 472*0 107© a 

S 103.® 10117 130 

1 7 BOOT 10179 730 

©0 1400 11027 1 

17 219® 9703 144 

410 411® 1OT.OT 73 

2 174© 10986 23 

27 3800 11694 » 

330 57* X T08OT *9 

1© 1272® 1CG71 77 

114 108© 81 

IK 107.48 M 

X 06330 11011 20 
1 547© 99*5 1*1 

10057 140 

107© a 

10705 71 
10864 35 
107 12 TO 
10329 127 
Idas* m 
101© 137 
10219 135 

KH 0Z a 
106*4 07 

iD4i2 ia 

102*5 134 
107*8 83 

10867 © 

10907 30 
1® 50 24 
108.11 04 

10669 a 

104.1B 125 
101.W I® 

ir 

an 

104® 
1K77 
11297 
10BSZ 
©17 1« 
10855 ® 
1CB22 1® 
I OT.© © 


irntnn 
MGMl-aarcMan’o 
ween'd 
MVftMy 

MlCrtTioweiXBfticfiGm 




3 2709* 

2 1*3© 

473 *50© 

161 290© 

a? 4ii© 

152 ©1© 

4 197® 

37 204 10 

OT 307© 

X 3X00 
Z1 112© 

14 216*0 

97 100© 

011 q-J-TI 
im a© 

>9 a© 

1S2 3660 

157 241® 

4 162® 

8* BXTO 
9 10*10 

27 2X00 

12 282© 

6 20800 
127 181® 

1W 106© 

a 11210 

388 XX 40 
051 11C« 

a 20s© 

096 B30.7O 

2 12380 

1© 5*830 

M 856© IO© 4 

206 1215® 10565 1® 

1 I©© 10*76 I® 

8 181 10 TO*®) 122 

111 505® 100® 37 

3 186 GO IOTA* 25 

1© 659© 106 « M 

6 300© 105A1 105 

2 272.10 10X73 133 

6 363© KB© 1® 

3 325X 10792 51 


w 



669 


■* 

1 

117© 105© 

111 

325 

161® 1®® 

1© 

Oi 



244 

2D406 1065* 

to 





107© 10617 

46 


187© 1® 10 

95 


304© 1K7S 

•y 


fetoTCAUuMnd 

SSSEKffiS^ 

ftvajj-artitond 



Scogra% reSM af * tad 

seaPio*MB*«rd 

sccdtofrwEWiwtanxt 

ScwPnwtnaMarrcXXi 





10190 

11(B3 

CE/7X 

0BB7 

02(01 

08)93 

06185 

03»5 

06®* 

mo* 

osras 

05.85 

w* 

087713 

11103 

IKS 

01/85 

07/81 

07179 


T1/BD 
07/86 
0QS2 

0404 

tgeB—waaron asm 

aari^pamnorrt**^^ □*«* 

?o«#aHBnd»OTUm'd ms* 

0404 
04*4 
12/OQ 
05(03 
05(00 
04(01 
1079 
11/77 
01/74 
asm 
11*2 
M 67 
aim 
01/03 
02*6 
ia© 
01*8 
05(73 
01 174 
04/78 
00*7 
07/87 
03*7 

over 

00/74 


aumdaWWESOOMaivj 

9sDiOftUGier«MOT-d 

Sanda1» M4 WM 

»««*i(S*BxioMand 

S»noardL4oM»fd 

SuTACancaMon’d 

ifflssr^ 0 



10BO1 _ 

6 22310 10601 97 

X0 nn® 10851 84 
5 ai® 11073 16 

© 588® 107® 80 

2D 274© 8538 1© 

331 552© 106X7 44 

20 116© 106X1 SO 

10 647® 107 74 5* 

4® 23940 10906 31 

10 22S © 7KJ43 17 
76 W7® 107® 5J 

4 221® KB35 21 
S17 6*1© 70*81 117 

5 137© 11023 10 

IX J75® 106© © 

3 1*823 109*7 20 

1 1A3W 10*69 127 

2CE 4H® 107.16 ® 
I© 338© 10605 47 
33 3*8© 11227 IS 

24 276® 10028 120 

IX 1169® 1OT26 8B 
® 3®» IDS© 79 

1 iei© in© re 

B 144® 105® no 
015 ax© 10617 « 
»? 560X 10937 27 

2 1©® 10900 29 

41 Ml© 11X42 11 
57 236 70 10704 72 

8 10*® 100.17 a 

re 317© 1 062) 06 

1 262® 10X00 1® 

31 3KX0 1K0B 109 

X 349® 104 82 178 
J 307,50 10*70 llfl 

3 27000 7 CE77 737 

*8 234® 104® 115 

T7 t«© lift© 6 
171 322® 10804 74 

56 i»® 10*33 113. 

2749 102130 10037 fl 
330 10© OT 114TO S 
67 149870 105© » 
©0 120*® 107© 

1C 335© 11X15 
33 322® 707SS 
72 187® ‘ - 

14 606® 
re 3® 79 



#y«toU Gra8^Tetf2 
WndsaUOwtiameBO ■ 

mmrauTOieftinTOraw 






standard Bloomberg 

&POOR’S wwwJatoombeiflxoro 

Micropiil 


r 


4, 


Vi- 


v 



Vitrei 









9jJ[ 


9/MOTORING 


THE INDEPENDENT 
SATURDAY 10 I AN U ARY 1 

V 9 







‘g+mSgg-- 


S5£' ;r 






Detroit 
spinners: 
stars pf 
Motown *s 

motor 

show were 

the Ford 

Cougar, 

far left, 

Chrysler 

Chrono, 

left, and 

YW’s 

reinvention 

of the 

classic 

Beetle, 

below 


ROAD TEST: DAIHATSU CUORE 


Beetles top the Motown charts 


TJie Detroit Motor Show is 
usually treated as a fanfare for 
America's motoring giants. 
This year, however. Uncle Sam 
was upstaged by VWs reborn 
Beetle, as Gavin Green reports. 


s, Volkswagen’s New BeeLle. successor to ihe 
r only good thing that came out of Germany 
in the Thirties, finally made its public debut 
at this week’s Detroit Motor Show, after 
four years of hype. 

Visually si milar but mechanically milt** 
apart from the original Beetle - conceived 
by Adolf Hitler and Ferdinand Porsche as 
a “people’s car" - the New Beetle is a VW- 
Golf-based “designer" car aimed at those 
who want to cut a dash, while also con- 
veying a friendly, smilin g image. VW de- 
scribes the new car as ■'optimism on 
wheels" and it will be marketed as a cute 
lifestyle accessory for those who want some 
emotion in their transport. 

This is just as well, for. although it’s a 
cheerful little thing and will no doubt sell 
yvell, it has little practical virtue. The 
’Beetle-like styling, with the fall-away 
rear, gives virtually no rear headroom for 
adults, and a tiny boot. The price will be 
slightly higher than that of a similarly sized 
Golf, further reducing the reasons to buy 
it. In the UK, where sales start early next 
year, prices will start from about £14,000 
- a lot, for a piece of cute automotive jew- 
ellery. Even Volkswagen admits the car is 
all about style rather than function - un- 
like the original Beetle, which was de- 
signed to motorise Germany. It at 
least shows that VW, Ger- 
many's dourest, most util- 
itarian car maker, basal • Jjj 

last developed a jtSi 

sense of humour. /JB 

The new 


Beetle looks almost identical with the 
“Concept One" design study, styled in 
VW's California studio, that was first 
shown at the Detroit Show four years ago. 
Since then, the Concept One has toured 
the world motor show circuit, to drum up 
publicity for the New Beetle. Once the 
green light was given, development shift- 
ed from California to Germany. 

Concept One creator J Mays, former 
head of VW’ s Californian studio, was given 
no credit for the car at either the Detroit 
press conference or in subsequent inter- 
views with VW high-ups. This is because 
he no longer works for the VW group. 
Three months ago he took up the top 
design job at Ford. Ford also kept him 
under wraps at the Detroit Show, lest he 
end up talking more about a new Volk- 
swagen than upcoming new Fords. 

The New Beetle shares no pans with 
the old Beetle. It doesn't even have that 
car’s most famous mechanical feature, a 
rear engine. Instead, the two engines on 
offer - a 2.0-litre 1 15bhp four and a 1.9- 
litre 90bhp turbo-diesel - are both front- 
mounted and drive the front w heels. A 
150bhp V5 engine will gp on sale later. 
Most other mechanical parts, including the 
suspension, steering, brakes and trans- 
missions, are also Golf-based. This has 
greatly reduced VW’s development costs. 

The car has been created largely for the 
American market, where Volks- 
wagen sales 
have 




plummeted since the halcyon days of the 
original Beetle. Back in the tale Sixties, 
VW was selling half a million cars a year 
in North America, almost ail of them 
Beetles. Last year, it sold 150.000 cars. 

The New Beetle certainly won’t send 
VW sales rocketing hack to the level of 
30 years ago. VW expects to sell 50,000 
a year in North America, and the same 
again in the rest of the world. 

All New Beetles will he made at VW’s 
Mexican factory in Puebla, which already 
sources US-bound Go! Is and Jettas. The 
factoiy, once noted for its dodgy build qual- 
ity. has been completely overhauled to 
ensure that New Beetle reliability will be 
at least as good as that of the old Beetle. 

One firm link with the past is that New 
Beetle production will run alongside that 
of the old. Mexico is now the only country 
to continue to build the old timer, for the 
Mexican and South American markets: it 
is still the biggest-sclling car in history'. 

The New Beetle was undoubtedly the 
focus of Detroit, but the Yanks did at least 
have the odd home-grown product to cheer 
about. Most impressive new production car 
- rather more impressive than the Beetle, 
in fact -was the Ford Cougar, a Mondeo- 
based coupe that goes on sale in Europe 
this summer. It’s a sharp, handsome 
machine, looking rather like a big brother 
to the Ford Puma coupe, and offers a 
choice of 2.1 l-litre 







four or 2.5-litrc V6 engines. Prices start at 
£18.000. The Vb will cost about £21,000. 
The US-made Cougar replaces the slow- 
selling, absurdly named Ford Probe. 

Lexus. Toyota’s upmarket wing, un- 
veiled its Range Rover rival, a 4x4 that is 
probably the most car-like off-roader 
we've ever seen, and is bound further to 
erode Land Rover's one-time dominance 
of the top-end 4x4 market Honda unveiled 
a replacement for its Shuttle MPV, Saab 
has face-lifted the 900 and changed the 
name to 9-3. and the Yanks had the usual 
sprinkling of new. gas-g uzzlin g pick-up 
trucks and huge off-roaders, while mak- 
ing a lot of noise about their research into 
ihe eco-friendly cars of the future. 

Detroit is traditionally about brave- 
looking. albeit often irrelevant, “con- 
cept" cars, and Chrysler traditionally 
provides the lion's share of the enter- 
tainment. This year it had three concept 
vehicles. The most interesting was a cross 
between an open sports car and a 4x4: the 
Jeepster. The adjustable suspension raises 
the ear to clear rocks and verges. Other- 
wise, it’s a chunky ground-hugger with 
huge tyres. It may go into production. 

So may a Porsche Boxster-lookalike, 
mid-engtned. plastic-bodied roadster - the 
Plymouth Pronto Spyder -which would be 
sold for half the price of the Porsche. 

There was also a vast saloon called the 
Chrysler Chronos. It has a huge body, a tiny 
cockpit, and as much street presence as a 
road-going ocean liner. It looks fabulous, 
an old-fashioned, ostentatious Yank 
that oozes money and power. It 
makes no sense at all. 

K But then, neither does 
the New Beetle. And that 
won’t stop thousands 
« of people, more inter- 

\ -- ested in image than 

\ \ functionality, rae- 

\ \ ing to their local 

\ ’, VW dealer to 

'->• ..A ... \ put down a 

deposit. 


Daihatsu’s Cuore has a tricky 
name, a diminutive 
three-cylinder engine and 
comical perpendicular styling. 
As daft as it seems? Not quite, 
says Roger Bel 1. 


At £6,500, the three-door Cuore is the 
cheapest Japanese-made car you can buy 
in Britain. Suzukfs low-cost oddball, the 
Wagon R, costs £750 more, and its 
£6.175 Alto is made in India. Kia Pride? 
Nope, Mazda's hand-me-down now hails 
from troubled Korea. 

Since it’s Japanese, you can probably 
lake for granted the Cuore's quality and 
reliability: three-year, unlimi ted mileage 
warranties are not lightly given. Excep- 
tional economy is also central to the 
Cuore's appeal to marginal motorists: by 
any standards. 64J2mpg in the extra- 
urban cycle is pretty parsimonious. So 
is 53mpg in the combined cycle. 

Manoeuvrability is another asset. 
Being short, and pinched-in at the hips 
- this is a micro K-class car designed for 
Tokyo congestion - the dinky D aiha tsu 
will slot into gaps too small for super- 
minis such as the Ford Fiesta and the 
VauxhaJl Corsa. Even Ford’s excellent 
Ka, which is not really a city dodgem, 
looks comparatively corpulent. 

The evergreen Mini would be a close 
rival, had Rover not pushed it upmarket 
with a silly £9,000 price tag. So it is Fiat's 
chic Cinquecento - 3 in shorter, a couple 
of inches wider and appreciably heavier 
than the Daihatsu - that provides the 
Cuore's closest European competition. 
Both cars make a virtue of being small. 
They need to. as Skoda’s admirable 
Felicia is not only cheaper but consid- 
erably bigger and roomier than either of 
these micros. 


Lightness (630kg, 12.4cwt) may not 
be conducive to crash safety, but it al- 
lows the Cuore's modest S50cc, 42 
horsepower engine to punch above its 
size. Acceleration is nippy within urban 
limits, though overtaking calls for long- 
range planning - and often a couple of 
downshifts. Rev hard, and a noisy boom 
assails the ears. Lavish sound insulation 
was not in the Cuore’s design script. Nor 
were big-car refinement and comforL 

A1 though intended as a local runabout, 
the Cuore acquits itself surprisingly well 
on motorways because of its loping gait 
in overdrive fifth. Given a top speed of 
85mph, law-abiding drivers will have no 
trouble holding a mid-lane station. 

Whatever you think of the styling, it’s 
not so weird as that of the Move, a five- 
door oddity that shares the pert Cuore’s 
underp innings and drivetrain. Up front, 
there’s no shortage of room for two broad 
adults. Even in the back, there's more 
space than you’d expect to find ia a car 
so s mall . Access to the extendable boot 
is through a top-hinged tailgate. 

Ride comfort takes a back seat in this 
stiffly sprung micro, which bobbles and 
jerks on all but the smoothest roads. 
There are two sides to the car's handling. 
Steering is so sensitive at speed that the 
car seems to dart through aimers as if 
guided by telepathy. Smoothness and del- 
icacy are the watchwords if you're to 
avoid exposing a slightly' nervous dispos- 
ition. There’s no evidence of this hyper- 
sensitivity around town, though. In fact 
you have to twirl the wheel quite ener- 
getically to park. 

Daihatsu has kept the Cuore's price 
down by restricting equipment. Al- 
though you get a driver's airbag, side- 
impact bars, a folding rear bench and an 
engine immobiliser, you have to work the 
windows and locks manually on the three- 
door. Even the radio's extra. 



DAIHATSU CUORE 
Specifications 

Three-door, £6,500. Engine: 850cc. 
three cylinders, six valves. 42bhp at 
5,300rpm. Transmission: five-speed 
manual gearbox, front-wheel drive. Per- 
formance: top speed 85mph. 0-60mpb 1 
15.6 seconds. Fuel consumption: 
532 mpg combined. 

Rivals: 

Fiat Cinquecento 9005. £6.647. Baby 
Fiat has cute, cheeky looks, endearing 
character. Slightly wider and heavier than 
Cuore, more fun to drive - especially as 
entertaining 1.1 Sporting. 

Ford Ka, from £7,995. Great car, silly 
name, radical new-edge styling not to 
everyone's taste, as sales confirm. One 
size up from Cuore. nimble Ka is more 


a dressed-up Fiesta than a city slicker. 
Power steering a must for agility. 
Rover Mini, £8,995. In its twilight years, 
evergreen Mini is promoted (and priced) 
as smart wheels for the trendy, not the 
impecunious. Still brilliantly packaged 
but far too expensive. Terrific steering 
and handling, wretchedly uncomfortable 
ride and seats. 

Seat Arosa 1.0, £6,995. Precursor of 
VW's sub- Polo Lupino, baby Arosa 
offers generous room in small package. 
Pert, well made, but lacking in zest. 
Cheap to run. Pricier automatic has big- 
ger engine and greater thirst. 

Skoda Felicia, £5,999+. A proper car, 
not a micro. No joke, top value: roomy 
five-door hatch honed by parent VW to 
respectable standard at low price. Worth 
spending extra for power steering. 


my WORST CAR 

C H AS MCDE VITT’S FORD SIER RA ESTATE 


MOTORING 






~he funnv thing is that every car I Ve ever 
twned has been my worst car. I believe in 
■euing value for money and that means buy- 
nn a 'cheap car then running it into the 
-round. I rarely have lo pay more than 
;i.000 and then run the car to at least 
(ion miles. For instance, I bought a Ford 
'ortina for £1.200 which had covered 
:0 0CN) miles. 1 ran it up to 280.000 miles 
jid sold it for £200, so 200,000 miles’ worth 
•f motoring for £1,000 isn’t bad is it. 

I honestly don’t think that my cars are 
my less reliable than brand-new ones, al- 
idSiouBfa the breakdowns arc more memo- 
A few years ago I was driving bade m 
he early hours of the morning from awa- 

** er Rais charily function and giving a lift to 

'ranide Vaughan and Joe Brown. I dropped 


off Frankie, but on the way to Joe s place 
in the countryside my multi-rafflion-mile 
Ford Siena estate cut out on a T-junction. 

It was a filthy night, and I think my big 
mistake was driving through a puddle which 
drowned the electrics. We waited for an hour 
before another car passed by and they lei 
us use their mobile to call Joe Brown s road- 
ie to come and rescue us. He turned up in 
a big Citroen with a set of jump leads. Ii> 
alarm went off, fights flashed and locked us 
out Now there were two stranded cars. 

Eventually the police stopped. Utkina the 
roadie and Joe back to his house so that 
they' could break in and find the spare keys 
for the Citroen. Meanwhile. I went oil in 
search of a phone box to call the AA. 

After ruining my Yves Saint Laurent *>uu 


Estate of the art: 
with more than 
200,000 miles on the 
clock, Chas McDevitt’s 
Sierra developed an 
allergy to water 


J sot back (<• the Sierra and it started. I met 
the rescue truck a few miles later, said I was 
fine, then secunds later the car dies again. 
This lime J put a bin liner on and started in 
walk towards civilisation ... gave up. well! 
back to sleep in the car. And ii started. 
Meanwhile. Joe Brown had sent the roadie 
oui on a fruitless imssi' >n i> > find ine with -* »mc 
sandwiches and hot tea. Ihe Sierra had to 
so. Jimniv ihcSmtl sold me a \ airs ha 1 1 La'- 
alicr estate lor LUO and Joe Brown relused 

10 eel in a car w ith me tor the ne\i iu« i years. 

Clhi\ Mdki in jnJ Ins skilfli-^mplhutd"^ 
dl incLVss /// /V5"i \ilh : 1-rciiihi Train'. His 

hunk Shfilc: Vic •'/ h l mh ' 

11 Jtui L Ri'h.s.m Hunk*. He mis bilking lo 

Jama Ritprcrt. 


Introducing The Independent Voice Personals*- an exciting new 
telephone doling service for our readers, designed to make your 
search for someone special easier and more successful than ever! 

To place your own FREE personal ad, call 

0800 216318 

...EVEN THE CALL IS FREE 

for FREE !rve assistance from a Voice Personals’ representative call Monday-Friday 9om-8pm. 

% 

o THE INDEPENDENT g> 


Voice Petals appears ,n The Independent each Saturday in the Time Off section and 
in The Independent on Sunday m the Real Life section- 


Registration Numbers 


MARKET RESEARCH 33 oaisv hill oaivs, oh:rley paa q.*<£ 



JB 13 1#D0 

INOTJB13) 
JIM 2.500 

JJ 7329 U00 

KDL353 no 

LAZ40 7.500 

UK 288 1.000 

WWW 1.800 

LNJ199 800 



5353 PP 1.400 

1PW WHO 

HAP SOX BOO 

RBR 938 1.145 


SAD 186 1.800 

ISAM) 

3333 SM 4000 

6888 SW 5,000 

743 SMD 1.000 

TV 321 £500 

fflUSA £500 

VER568 1.200 

NSTTITY, VERNON) 


DVLA AUCTION OF ATTRACTIVE REGISTRATION MARKS 
If you ore eomemp&tjng a fed please conatta me berate n open 
advtaa: we provide comprehensive rtomtation. essential when convng 10 
a bid deertfofl; Mhemrtes you may inadvertently hd too much or loo Sflte. 


PHONE 01267 .:ii2305 PHONE MOST ARE PLUS V.A.T 

FAX 01287 478743 FAX ALL ARE PLUS TRANSFER 


Citroen 

XM 2.5 VSXTD ESTATE 

Metallic Blue. 

-i 2.000 miles, 

‘M’ Reg. Full History! 
Two Years ^Warranty 
Six Months Tax 

£ 1 1 ,995 with iLooo 

Minimum Part Exchange 

01442 871234 1 Main Dmuti 

InJuperatm IUmAti 11111 Knoa A 
Qua lav Buy Then Tlwv See One 

XANIIA 1.8 SX AUTO 

Mirl.illic red 
W 1 Mi. 26.0w'i mile. 

1 owner Mi 
Tvs 11 Yearn Warrants. 

Six Monilis T.ix. 

*7,995 

01442 871 234 1 Main Dealer i 


R?ugeot 


Sect 

4 4 PEUGEOT 

Marques 


To advertise in 
this section 
please call the . 
Motoring Team 
on 0171 293 2742. 
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10/PROPERTY 


AT HOME/THE SQUEEZE 



Short on space? 
Welcome to the fold 


A few days ago property mania 
reached what most non-Londoners 
would consider an all-time peak of 
Silliness when a “studio” little bigger 
than an airing cupboard sold for £72,500. 
Rosalind RusseB considers how a home 
that size can be furnished. 


A little bit like Belgravia 


The smallest ever freehold - and one of the 
cheapest - to come on the market with the up- 
market estate agents Saviils is for sale at £20,000. 
including all the contents. 

But you would have to shriek more than the 
kids to fit into it Seventy-one inches wide, by 74 
inches high, it is an exact replica of part of Island 
Hall, Godmanchester, in Cambridgeshire. 

No detail has been ignored; the minute 
inkwells and candeiabras are silver, the saucepan 
is copper and the kitchen table drawers contain 
cutlery. A four-poster bed is covered with 18th 
centuiy silk and beside nanny's bed is a glass of 
water with false teeth in iL The mahogany desk, 
with cross bands and inlay, brass' castors and 
dovetail joints, cost £800. Chevai glass, wardrobe 
and tiny coat hangers complete the bedrooms. 

“Like any property, we’ve worked out the 
pounds per square foot," says Clare Berry of 
Saviils, “or in this case, per square inch. It's 
roughly £598 per sq ft, directly comparable to 
prices in Belgravia or Knightsbridge." 


Even though it has a fancy address in Egerton Gar- 
dens, Knightsbridge, the lease on the studio has less 
than 18 years to run. At 10ft 9ins by 10ft 9 ins - in- 
cluding kitchenette and shower cubicle - the studio 
is destined to be used as staff accommodation. Pre- 
sumably by someone who has no friends, as it would 
be a tight squeeze to have anyone round for a meal. 
Or would it? A lack of space in most modem homes 
has encouraged designers to produce furniture and 
fittings that make the most of what we have. 

Double-function furniture makes a space seem 
more than it is. The Scorpio unit by Siompa clev- 
erlv combines a bunk bed with a pull-out double sofa 
bed beneath, plus a desk. The unit costs from £849. 
depending on finish. From the same firm, the Uno 
unit combines a bunk bed with a chair underneath, 
p ulling out to a single bed. with a bigger desk which 
can take a PC. It costs from £700. 

Homebase's troll clip spotlight (£9.99) would fit 
on neatly, taking up less room than a desk or bed- 
side light, or its floor chrome-effect spotlight can 
make itself very slim and inconspicuous at £34.99. 

Habitat’s Slumber is not a pull-out, but a sofa with 
a proper sprung mattress, with bolster cushions. It 
is covered with pique cotton in ink, moss green or 
yellow at £449, or more if you choose a made to or- 
der fabric. A similar idea, but very ornate, is a fold- 
ing cast-iron bed from Pukka Palace (£295 without 
the mattress). 

Another ingenious Pukka offering is a library chair 
which folds over to turn into a set of steps (£128). 
Habitat’s Lorelei foldingchairs have a metal frame 


with resin slats and come in cheery orange, green, 
blue or white, at £35 each and look smart with foe 
Lennox folding table. Seating four when extended, 
it can fold to put against foe wall and costs £199. 

With such as tiny space, you do not want to lose 
wall space to a radiator. Myson’s Kickspace 600 is 
as powerful as a radiator, but fils neatly in foe dead 
space beneath a kitchen or bathroom uniL With a 
flick of a switch, in summer it blows out cool air in- 
stead of warm. It comes in a variety of colours and 
finishes, including stainless steel and costs from £135. 

Habitat's Lily kitchen range of free-standing units 
works on the principle of a work surface with ad- 
justable legs allowing a washing machine or dish- 
washer to be fitted in alongside cupboards. Prices 
start at £95 for a worktop. Bbs makes a wooden 
kitchen cart on castors which can be moved around 
easily, but also provides an impressive amount of use- 
ful extras, like pull-out board, drawer, removable tray, 
towel raO. enclosed knife block, storage shelf and 
six bottle wine rack. It is delivered fully assembled, 
with a tin of wood treatment oil. via the mail order 
catalogue at £150. 

Jo ann a Wood, an interior designer who has 
worked for the Garrick Club and the Grosvenor Es- 
tate. has no time for foe timid approach. 

“I would build everything in to make it look like 
a study with fake bookcases along the walls," she sug- 
gests. “U would be very James Bond: you press a but- 
ton and foe fake bookcases come down to reveal foe 
bed and the tiny fridge (to keep the champagne in). 
It is quite easy to buy these from builder's mer- 
chants." Colours, she says, should be bold, strong 
blues, yellow and lots of white. “I wouldn't do all 
neutral because then the room really would look (Ike 
a shoebox. It should be very masculine, very Ralph 
Lauren with paisley, plaids and plains. With mod- 
ern low voltage ceiling lights and a large mirror op- 
posite foe window, you get lots of light." 
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Stompa 01274 596885; Homebase 0645 801 S00; 
Myson 0345 697509; Habitat 0645 334437; Pukka 
Palace 01588 672999; Bhs mail order catalologue. 



Part of the answer: the Stem pa 
Scorpio bed, sofa and desk, and two 
space-saving ideas from Habitat 
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TEL: 0171 293 2222 


PROPERTY: RESIDENTIAL 


FAX: 0171 293 2505 


Overseas Property 


Premier Golf & Leisure Resort 


with stumtmg i 


■ the spectacular 


par 72 course to the tea. lauds Courts, Championship Bands, 


Heated Pool Complex, Fitness Centre, Resta ur a nt s & Bar. 


♦ 4 Owncobip option from £31,500 « 


S Golf Village Hotuea from £106,500 • 


♦ Luxury Villas with pool can be boilru jour dajgnfrom £18S£Q0 ♦ 


AH< 




i enjoy pnJotcti me off ana & 50% off pan ten 


For dc a& St colo ur brochure plrae oO Andrew Bnniff g r .cn: 




01223 316820 


WESTERN 

A QUALITY DEVELOPMENT FROM ^Vlgta 


m 




ITALY 


Since 1972 we have specialised in the sale of freehold 
properties in Italy. We offer a fully comprehensive 
professional service and our range includes properties 
of all types from modest cottages at around £20.000 
to palaces, castles and estates at many CMQlioos. 

We exhibit around the UK and maintain convenient 
central London offices. Whatever your requirements, 
please "phone or write in confidence: 

Brian A. French & Associates Ltd 

22-26 Alien Embankment. London SEI 7TJ 

Tel: 0171 735 8244 Fax: 0171 735 S248 

Member.- FOPOAC NAEA. FIABC1 md ItaEra Ctemiw oTCoranrrc* 


S- ♦ J © * 


NOW YOU CAN OWN YOUR 
FLORIDA DREAM HOME 
FOR ONLY £4,700 

For a Free Colour Brocfatre 

TeL 01793 619245 

MOUSE\_NN Fax. 01792 619243 


LEISURE HOUSE CO-OWNERSHIP 
THE 90 s WAY TO A SECOND HOME 
Ambrose House Milton Road 
Swindon SN1 5JA 
Wte also have 2 & 3 Bed Pool Homes for Rental 


Largest selection of 3, 4 and 5 bedroom homes in 
Orlando, New Port Rlcfwy, South West Gulf Coast 

• SJwaSSPPOolhomeatam • Waterfront homes 

Si25,u0a • Condon* liras 

• • S555SL* 

- • B0% mortgages avaJtabto 

• Ru management and rental 
sente 


• i3oC course devatopmert* 



For information padc 

Teb 01482 265599 __ 
Fax: 01432 353375 


HARTMAN 
HOMES GROUP 


One of UK's leading 
Florida companies, 
specialising in hotels 
and businesses within 
Florida State. 

Tel: 01344 886832 


BU-ium-iMX‘rmsiL 


FREE MAGAZINES 


WlbtMRMnM. . 

Vtac nkmUcaoa 


ftriuxasanr e* oui-stj 9HB 

er tattle 

AHBBTKX HBUWMa U® 

VlkfiMMltnaM. 


FRENCH PROPERTY HEWS 
monthly, for your free copy ufe- 
ptnw (0181) 947 1834 or 
http:Uwww.fr*noh-praperty- 
nmaxoni 

ALGARVE atracOn hsa. Sspt apt 
8 Studio, with pool & garden. 
WnndwM te*. easy access. A 

house to M content m £160,000 

ono. Tafc003St 82332 091 
CENTRAL FLORIDA Nomas Nr DfB- 
rw* built tor you by a British 
bufdei: Lading agreements aval 
Hflh a British Agent Call David 
MetcaBe 01256 7020B5. 

CYPRUS 3 bed rills. Inge, dining, 
ktt, muna, Ige patio, lifim poot. 
ofc, c/tv 35 acre, idnrina Paphoa 
arport. 2140,000 TffiK 357 6 
422575 

FLORIDA Homes In Orlando and 
Guff CoasL Bustoses opp. avail 
Tel 01 246 070006 


G9BBC& Petoftemaa. Htft Cute- 
iitlnl 


pewt 

. 130 metres from tee. 

esaxxn. Oere Davetopmems ton 
Ud. 01993842567. FQTOAC 
monte 

HMAS Charmtog rustic detatdiad 
vflla. Private pool. Panoramic 
vtows. 4$ milflon pate. TeUTaxOO 
345248SIG2 



TAYLOR WOODROW 
GIBRALTAR 

Luxury Apartments 
in a Private Marina 
Paces Ffm £220,000 
Enjoy the Tax Advantages 
In a Mediterranean CffmatB 


Tev 0181 4775505 
Fax: 00 350 75529 




AU5ARVE COME TO the Indepen- 
dent opens wBM5 yarn gaffing 
of prime properties in the Quinta 
do Logo, Vela do Lobo, Mnancfl, 
Cantero and Lagos areas. Un- 
ury go* » quriRy pmpartas from 
£120,000. Prime FYoperty Interna- 
tional 01628 778841 FOPOAC 


Greece 


GREECE PetoponrwM, S Near fra- 
dlttonal style vHae hi Manl Vil- 
lage, ctoee to sea. From E48JJQ0. 
Ctom Developments tot Ltd. 
01883642507. FOPOAC member 


Poland 


POLAND 2 room IT house. Gge. 
Pretty c/thto. Lees than 1 hour by 
car to PozneiV A^iort C2000per 
year. 0101 7438278 


Spain 


SPAIN 

Quia. (Btanea Q/mIjcl Halida 

Freehold Villas From Spain's Largest Builder 

GRUPO MASA 


Fully Inclusive 
Price £43.600* 


•Price di elides: Spanish TAT 
at 7“* AH Legal Coni. Service 
Connections I Haler A 
EkcerktptFmotme i 


-At**** 


Oar Latest Modet Ne n 
JoriVn 
The “Rosa" Villa 

* 2 Bedrooms * 2 Bathrooms 
■it Roof Sofarnm * 400tn2 Plot 

* Commaoal Swimming Pool 

* Inebdiiig Farmitvre 
Foil SekrtMin 

Can GRUPO MASA 

01 787 475 475 


EUROSURTHE 
NERIA SPECIALISTS 

m Dropmr nta>irais are 
’mnagam an . WiiMnn 
* nomas son m NBU* 
mlmunrafvit 

E20 OOO to 000.000 




Qet wmUK agemt >a 

rcu n* ora aonca 
caBrunnowor 

TE L; 0X9 1 251 0995 

(GEOFP HAUOHAH) 

EUROSUR 

swpir 7W very best ] 


To Let 


Daniel Watney 

CKurrasD mr\Fvr»* 


Residential Lettings 


Bjriocan Oaken well Cay 
UJmgron t-arrmgdon 


0171 253 4414 


Ttsc ChsBtinwr ChskriluiBc 5(|iunf 
liBhi EC1M HAP 


France 


SPAIN DIRECT LTD 

FREEHOLD SPANISH PROPERTY 


SFWN ON SHOW, please rfctg now tor your free brochure jam 
J ’ J rabutoua bargains from 


packed with iMs winter's lowest priced 
award winning developers, 
cannot gat any lower. Now is the time to act? 

BARGAINS GALORE 


SAVE THOUSANDS! 


Ask tor a tree copy of Spain Direct's 
*ne In 


le to legally p u r c hasing 
that dream home Tn the sun. Special fully tochnive Inspection 
viewing tours from most major UK airports now available every 
week at £99 n booked during the next 8 weeks. Why not see tor 
yotaseff? 

No salesmen - Direct from the developers - No gimmicks • 


FREEPHONE 0500 223559 

ask for extension 10 


© JOSM JACOB & PARTNERS @ 


OFFER A WIDE SELECTION OF 
PROPERTIES FOR ALL AREAS OF 
SPAIN AND BALEARIC ISLANDS 
Please contact 

FRANCES WILKINSON ANDEA 
0115 944 1666 

16 Bath Streep Ilkeston DE7 8FB 


NEAR JAVEA Gotl 2 butfrnun 
Private Sato. £68400 or 
t*. 0034 65794040 


JAVEA/WORAiRA Superb range 
properties. QOfeClm. Legal A tax 
Mo. WPI 01424 630620. 


To advertise in this section please call the 
Property Team on 0171 293 2302. 


Canary Islands 



mmesmt 


GESTYHOGAH2000SX. 

EcHficto Marsurio-Tone H i a A. 

Plays dat Ingles, Oran Canaria 
1: 0034 2878 8311 Fare 0034 2876 4405 

Yow Rwl Ettun In tlw ffmartes 

We have a wide range of homes and bustoesstemmaeU prorriMs 
on olter. We also have ow own consdtan^ Arm and we specialae 
in repreaenthg and advWng fondgnas to afl legal matleiB. 

Remamber fiat the Canary Wands are one d the few places In the 
EEC » enjoy Tax Benefits and probably 8» only piece 

to anfoy Spring ad yaar round I 


MALLORCA 


New development 
in delightful 
PORT ANDRATX 
EL PUEBLO 
CALA MORAGUES 
Two bedroom 
two bathroom 
apartments. All 
with balcony and 
beautiful sea view. 
Swimming Pools and 
Sea Bathing. 

For colour brochure, 
full specifications and 
prices:- 

OPAL TEN SJL 

Phone:- 003471 724046 


Fax: 003471 714967 


FUERTE VENTURA 


£10,000 - PIZZA BUSflCSS w8h RESTAlffWNT at liw rear. (Stipe* opportunity-, not to be mfssad) 
ElfijlOO - DHlCATESSBIURiwng busawsa. (Good opporiunly] 

£30^)00 - BAR Situeied to the cemre of Conal^o. (Owner retriig) 

£45,000 • BAR. Busy pub_ low (Excefient buy). 

£55900 - BAR/RESTAURANT. SltoatedactecerX to blocks ot So# Catering Apartments. (Owners retiri 
8000000 Ptaa - STUDKl APARn®tT. Sduaiad on 9ta outskirts d Co,T^ejo. (Gad kx reminq out). 
1DJKXLOOO Ptss - 2 BED APARTMENT. Conhiejo. At ptBserrt tot but offarBd wflh Wean Possession, 
12000000 Ptas ■ 3 BED APAfmiBn: Constofo. Privatountofls and Communal Swhmlng Pool 
11.750JH0 - 10750X100 Pt*g - 2 and 3 BEDROOM APARTMENTS et present under construction 
(CORtotoOOfrUarch 1 988). Stuatadjust off ttw town centre. Manraious views to mast and Iw ny ptg 
Contact us wBt your requheraents and we shall be pleased to assist 


Nyrae Properties Overseas 

Old Bank House. 1 High Street, Arundel BNI8 9 AD, England 
Tel: +44 (O) 1 903 733 551 Bax: 444 (0) 1 903 732 554 

Property & Businesses for sale in 38 Countries 
Consultants required wortdwida 


FRE NCH P ROPERTY 
EXH I BlTlON ^5 


30TH JANUARY - 1ST FEBRUARY 1998 

FKL 1 1 JO AUTO 6J30 PV. SSI IQJM AM TO SJOO PM. SUN. LOjOO AM TO LOO PM 

THE EXHIBITION CENTRE, NOVOTEL, I SHOKTLANDS, 
HAMMERSMITH, LONDON WO 
Orgmfcof by FUMS PIOPEUY NEWS 2 j Ualnea Raad. London SW2D 0UL 
Tdqtee 0181 9*4 5Wa Vat aa wriaue hap* 


i l» i |n 1 1 1 in ■ » i »i 

BRIBUN5 BKGEST A BEST EXHIBinONS FOR HOMES M FRANCE 


LANGUEDOC NR. U2ES/BARJAC 
Luxury vtlags htxms. Sw im ming 
pool. Large waited garden. 
StoepeB.Renisaaeenal2.000F- 
IfljOOOFAroalL TeL 00 334 flfl 24 
48 48. 


CHAMONIX, French alps. Studio. 
20 m sq. all season tetdngs. 
£25.000. 01225 447899 


NORTH 8 WEST France props. 
Choose from 3.000. Free broch. 
W 0181 891 1750/ tax 1760. 
FRENCH ALPS SW Bus & chalets 
all arose. Call Rutherfords 0171 
3888240. 

CREUSE VALLEY (LIMOUSIN): 
Ota, edge vfBage (CafcV Restur). 
Stoops B near takes. No where 
near World Cup. EilOpw 
'ta01584 831 284 


Italy 


TUSCANY INSIDE OUT 

Property specialists in everything old and beautiful. 

Visit us at 

http://www.novamedia.it/tuscany-inside- 

out/or 

Tel.+39 578 26.80. 1 6 Fax.+39 578 
26.87.28 

E-Mail levinsmoore(2)ft bcc.it 



Hfavella 

Xrrtpmt sprruhvj 
m fiatr 


Rostic ptupnn Iran il* SOS. Apt 
2 la Dim jafTSRM. Lair l.ugmo 
2 bed dtv ttMDS. Lertc. 1*1 ta 
2Jbn. Urm <kSKtRf Ikrm mlfi 
270.000 iq mn ctftodmdudmp 
xvnr ud ibepud 
Pbaie far a copy of our loUU 
’OnEreflino' 


CA5A TRA VELLA 
Tel: 01322 660988 
Fas 01322 667286 


Devon & Cornwall 


DEVON COAST 

NEAR DARTMOUTH 



Three lovely apartments In 


Rwwicy country house, 
Peacehi two acres or town end 


Urumerropted views 
ol Slapcon Nahn Ressne. lake 
and sea. In area cl autstmSna 
natural beauty. 

Ayalabto separately or eeefly 
cendsned as residem, second 
tame or tor income. 


£54.000 - C62JOO - £67,750 
TN: Geoffrey or Jsite Ooodwin 
015*3500990 


DEY0N7 CORNWALL HoUdsy 

todgea. Indoor pod. Ful manage- 
merit Spring sola from £29350. 
Club Domafne 01822 632 583. 


Gloucestershire 


PAINSWICK Oaorglan Qrede II 
Hated Sie bed house, 2 bath, aga 
kitchen. Secure rear garden. 
Friendly visage afl amenities 
E950pcm ono. 014S2 812 761 


Country Rentals 


LINCOLN CATHEDRAL CLOSE 
Lge. dot. none housa, waled gar- 
den, gtaaoa. 314 becta, guide rant 

£726.00 pon end. Cortsct Ursula 
Logan. JH Walter, (01522) 


Unusual Properties 


UNUSUAL OVERSIZED PROPER- 
TIES available. Lrtg toe. F/H. 
ADtom Estes 0171 6899199. 


East Anglia 


FREE - Abbots 40 page fuB colour 
Homettoder Brochure. 100's ol 
properties T/out Norfolk & Sul- 
I dk. E2&O00 to £500.000. Tbl. 
01384 789628 

COUNTRY HOUSES & Conmee In 
Suffolk S Essex. Peter Andrews 
01448 740000 


Ireland 


TIPPERARY 2 storey 3 bed house. 
t/2 acre ska+2 sores mail. 
£70.000 Tel: 00 353 524 1671 


London Property 


STANLEY JEROME GRAY : N20 
Whetstone. 0181 3688307. 

THE BOW QUARTER DeOghdul grd 
fir apt In this popular complex. 
L7H 118 yrs. Facilities; I /pool, 
gym, seuna. fre tted, bar, shops. 
24hr porterege. Owned sac pkg. 
IS mins City Central district ft 
DIR access 6 mins walk. 
Cl 09 385. 0181 9633439. 
FTTZHOVtA, Soho and Wl. Wkfa 
selection ot 1 2, 3 bed Apa and 
houses. Prom £145,000 Rt+B 
0171637 0821 

CLAP HAM SW4 STUNNING Ime- 
. rtordeaignBd4bed.2beaiiBeto 
sought after Abbeville Village. 
C325JML6171 7202376. 

DEATH superb Georgian corner 
house In a Islington Square. 4 
Dtrie beds. 2 baths. Garden. 
Garage. For qiicfc sale. Teh O1S88 
640327 


lb Let 


ST. JAMES SQUARE, SW1 
ROSE & GROWN YARD 


NEW APARTMENTS TO LET IN THE 
HEART OF THE WEST END 


♦ BUILT TO HIGH SPECIFICATION 

♦ 1,2 &3 BEDROOM 

♦ GARAGING, VIDEO ENTRY & ALARM 

♦ FROM £400 PER WEEK 


TEL: 0171 403 3030 
Q£.S. PLAT MANAGEMENT LTD. 

1 THE CIRCLE, QUEEN ELIZABETH ST„ LONDON, SEI. 


REGENT LETTING LTD 

Tel: 0171 916 0313 Fax: 0171 916 1607 


fllSpw 


LANDLORDS 

SPECIAL 

RATES 


8% 


£2S0pw 


No Fee to 
Tenants 

S4B Camden Rd 
London NW1 9EA 


I FLATSHARE, HENDON 
Rent includes til b& ini council tax. 

[ STUDIO FLAT. NI7 £TMyw 

Large bedroom red tiring mom with ™»U kitchen area. Shared huitimnwi 
QUEENS PARK, W» dUnr 

One bedroom flat with {ally fined kitchen and waUii^g ^ rrfm pu rt. 

CHOMELEY PARK. HIGHCATE. N6 £l?8pw 

Lovely one bedroom flat tn prime tocauoo. all maid coos. 

Close to transport. ovadaHe imnnhotiry. 

| TUFNELL PARK 

Two double bedroom flat with hap: totmge and fully thud kneben 
1 and garden. Two matures from TufixO Park tube. 

CAMDEN TOWN. NW1 

Gorgeous one bedroom Rat (unfurnished) with large lounge and fully 
fitted kitchen with dishwasher, washing oh and phone is 

private Nod with sauna and gym fsalitk*. 

BRUCES PLACE. CAMDEN NWI 
Ljuuay wo bedroom flat at prune location, features fulfy fined 
khdai with washing machine, dobwasher, cnmal beating and phone, 
large lounge, hath and efcaric shower. 

LEIGHTON GROVE. KENTISH TOWN NWI - , 

Lnxmy two bedroom ItoL furmshed to a hiyfa sundard with large lomute 
i “"j roU > kitchea with watting madiiiie. dahwasher. central hcaunc 
LjgdWtfl^ggftjtotwo tafmxans. 


OOOpw 


£300pw 


£300p* 


EXECUTIVE 
PENTHOUSES IN Wl 
AVAILABLE TO LET 

A sctoctioo of 1 and 2 
bedroom luxury furnished 
apartments around a 
landscaped courtyard, each 
with its own private terrace. 
From £450 pw exc 
ERNEST OWERS 
& WILLIAMS 
0171 629 8386 


SW1I 2 Bedroom 
Luxury Fully 
Furnished Flat. 

South aide overlook in* the 
Thames, superb views. 24 hour 
porters. 10 mins from lube, 
garage parting for 2 cars, 
minimum rental I year. 
Rent: £4.90Opcm. 

No pets No agents. 

Tel Jobn 0181 6582703 


BAR9CAN ECS SELECTION at 12 
end 3 bod apart® from £200 pw. 
DanMWhmsyOm 253441 A 


CLSUCEHWELL EC1 SELECTION 
el 2 bedf2 both aparta £350-380 
pm. Also superb Urft £425 pw. 
Psntsl Watney 0171 253 4414. 


WESTMINSTER V SPAC 3 bad flat, 
2 baths, 2 recaps, porter, pkg, 
t/fum, Immac cond, bale, rr tuba. 
CBSOpu. 0171 395 5100. 


STH KB1 NEW 3 bed imtorn hsa In 
mews. Lgs WL 2 bths gge. 
•TOOpw. 0171 395 5100. 


ST JOHNS WOOD Modern apa- 
ekiuB tamay townhouse^jrfum, 4 
Mta 2 betia, 2 teceps, WbfBS- 

triti. gangs, patio. ESSO. 0171 
3955109 


W9V SPACIOUS 2 bed 2 bath OaL 
porter, newly turn, Ige recap, 
£39Qp«. 01713955100. 


Wanted 


ARE YOU MOVING 
HOUSE BETWHN NOW 
AND MID-APRIL? 
Channel 4Y poputor series 

•Moving ftrople'. presented by 

lohn nwl.w^soonbebedcon 
your screens. If you're moving 
w'd love id hear from you, so, 
however oazy or commonplace 
you think your move mi^t be. 
pfeasephone 
and ask tor the 
moving people 
teamen 

0171 916 0836, 



South of the Thames 


FLORIDA ORLANDO. DEPOSIT 
to st £1 9,750 to own a lu* F/H ttat 
3bed 2 bath villa + own sfpooL 
Rreephone 0800 7315541. 



B*™ - OVEmjOOKlNQ rtvet bpre- 
bMlteL CH. Undereover 
Erey "■ft efty cantro. 
£90,000. 01225 722390. 


Auctions 


MAJOR REGIONAL 
PROPERTY AUCTION 


Haydock Park Racecourse Merseyside 
29th January 1998 

Mainly By Order of The Mortgagees including the 
Halifax Pic 75 Lots 


Merseyside, Greater Manchester, Newcastle Upon 
Tyne, County Durham, Lincolnshire, West 
Yorkshire. Flintshire, Cheshire, North Yorkshire 
Denbighshire, East Ridings Of Yorkshire 
Lancaster, North Yorkshire, South Yorkshire ’and 
Cleveland. 


Cafe to mb numbar cost 39 pftnin cheap rate. 49 pAnin at afl other 

itotsa. For a tea fet (this may itvahre a long ceh] ptoasa call tha 
numbar bskx* for halhar itfannaihxi 

FOR CATALOGUE ENQUIRIES PLEASE 

TELEPHONE 0839 772202 
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The beastly buyers who ask to enter early 


ix : : 


The buyer of a 
dilapidated property may 
want early access to get 
a head start on vital 
repairs. The seller, 
confident in the buyer's 
integrity and his 
contractual safeguards, 
may be amenable. To the 
seller’s solicitor, though, 
any risk at all should be 
avoided. Granting early 
access, Robert Uebman 
has learned, 
is inherently risky. 

Some buyers request, even de- 
mand, access to begin refur- 
bishing a property after they 
have exchanged contracts but 
before completion. Long-ne- 
glected and even derelict prop- 
erties, especially those which are 
repossessions or in the hands of 
executors, are likely candidates. 

Once contracts have been ex- 
changed, many sellers are will- 
ing to comply with such 
requests, bolstered by the de- 
posit in their pockets, the con- 
tract in their solicitor's safe, and 
the buyer’s insurance policies. A 
solicitor worth his shekels, how- 
ever. wflj insist that it ain’t over 
until the fat lady sings. 

“Normally, if a buyer wants 
early access, I would encourage 
them to complete sooner," says 
Edward Bliss, residential prop- 
erty solicitor with the central 
London firm Maples Teesdale. 
Early access should be denied 
whenever possible. 

It is not always possible. 
Plumbing, a common culprit, 
might need fixing or might not 
even exist. “A property with no 
bathroom at all would be un- 
suitable for human habitation, 
and we might insist on at least 
some work before completion," 
a Halifax spokesperson says. An 
insistent buyer might make ear- 
ly access a condition of the sale, 
and an executor of an 
unmodernised property might 


desperately wanl to clinch a 
deal. Lenders and solicitors 
alike agree that, if early access 
is granted, the property should 
be vacant and contracts already 
exchanged. “The seller has full 
legal rights to have the proper- 
ty back," Mr Bliss says. “Nev- 
ertheless, the danger is if the 
buyers refuse to move out or re- 
turn the keys, it might be nec- 
essary to enforce the seller's 
legal rights by taking the mat- 
ter to court. This is time-con- 
suming and costly, and always 
contains an element of risk for 
the seller.” 

In granting early access, Mr 
Bliss insists on “various mini- 
mum requirements. The buyer 
undertakes to enter only as a li- 
censee, and to acknowledge 
that they won’t take actual oc- 
cupation until completion. They 
must also return the keys daily 
to the estate agent". 

The estate agent may be en- 
titled to additional compensa- 
tion for the extra work involved 
in handling the keys and mon- 
itoring compliance with the 
early-access conditions. Mr 
Bliss says: “The purchaser also 
has to be responsible for utili- 
ties such as gas and electricity 
and where possible take over 
the insurance." 

Such safeguards mean that 
early-access arrangements tend 
to end happily - ultimately. 
“On several occasions the buy- 
er failed to complete on the ac- 
tual completion date specified 
in the contract,” Mr Bliss says. 
“Topically it turns out to be Lech- 
meal delays, but my client and 
his solicitor both get jittery. 
Even with so-called fast-track 
court proceedings, it can still 
take quite some time." 

Jitters are justified. One es- 
tate agent knows of “several in- 
stances in which buyers have 
pulled houses to bits and then, 
for various reasons, been unable 
to complete". Joanna Haydon- 
Knowell, who owns J H-K Es- 
tate Agents in Musweil Hill, 
north London, says: “Some- 
times my gut reaction is to dis- 


trust a buyer. I advise against 
early access." 

One buyer benefiting from 
early access was Ms Haydon- 
Knowell herself, transforming a 
house that, requiring new bath- 
room. new kitchen, and new 
everything, also needed a new 
front foundation because of 
subsidence. 

Her vendor did himself no 
favours. “He insisted on a re- 
instatement clause but took no 
photographs to display the orig- 
inal state. His contract was 
nebulous." 

Sellers sometimes foolishly 
cut corners, she warns. “It hap- 
pens when a solicitor charges an 
additional £100 or £200 recom- 
pose the access clauses. To 
avoid the unexpected expense, 
some sellers naively rely on a 
verbal instead tif a written 
agreement" 

The saving is false and dan- 
gerous- and unnecessary. The 
extra cost could and should be 
absorbed by the buyer. And the 
emotional reassurance is worth 


There are tales of 
people rifling 
through papers, 
borrowing the 
toothbrush, even 
using the bed for 
conjugal activities 

the price in any event advises 
Ms Haydon-Knovvell. who was 
1995 Estate Agem of the Year. 

An informal version of ear- 
ly access occurs frequently. “We 
do it all the time." says a Lon- 
don estate agem. referring to 
the forbidden but widespread 
practice of casually lending 
key's to buyers whom they have 
come to know and trust. It 
should never be considered ac- 
ceptable. even if the buyer only 
wants to measure up. 

There are stories of buyers 
looking in wardrobes, rifling 


through papers, cleaning their 
teeth with the occupier’s tooth- 
brush and even using the bed for 
conjugal activities. 

Some vendors, having 
agreed to minor redecoralion 
and refurbishment, return 
home to find paint stains on 
their clothing or new windows 
in every room. For some buy- 
ers. measuring up Includes the 
actual laying of carpets or hang- 
ing of curtains. And if measur- 
ing up can be defined so 
broadly, it can easily include 
sanding floorboards, fiddling 
with cenLrai heating, or drilling 
holes in walls. Gouged floors, 
a flood or a fire can be the con- 
sequence. Even if the physical 
damage is entirely covered by 
insurance, the legal, adminis- 
trative and emotional prob- 
lems may be considerable. 

Ms Haydon-Knowell re- 
cently bandied a sale to a de- 
veloper who. buying to let. 
persuaded the seller to release 
(he keys for an unaccompanied 
visit for one day only. The buy- 
er duly returned the key Lhal 
same day but not after making 
a duplicate, and surreptitious- 
ly refurbishing the entire prop- 
erty throughout the rest of the 
week. 

What if he went bankrupt and 
failed to complete both the pur- 
chase and the renovations? The 
value of a single-family house 
that had been turned into not- 
quite-finished flats might easily 
plummet. The deposit could 
prove to be far less than the cost 
of repairing the damage. 

It is hardly surprising, then, 
that Mr Bliss “insists on at 
least the full 10 per cent deposit 
on exchange, and we try for 15 
per cent if it seems feasible". 

Sellers should also actively 
monitor their property, seeing 
who is doing what, and when 
they are doing it. 

Maples Teesdale, 21 Lincoln's 
Inn Fields. London H 'C14 3DU, 
0171 S3 1 0501; J H-K 33S 
Muswell Hill Broadway. Lon- 
don 10. 01 SI SS3 5485.' 


INTERNATIONAL PROPERTIES/ THREE TO VIEW AND WHY BUY NOW 


L’Aubade - “Dawn 
Chorus"- is the high- 
est house above Fran- 
schhoek, in the Cape 
of Good Hope, South 
Africa. In private 
woodland with two 
small vineyards, the 
Dutch-style house was 
build in 1986. There is 
a study, library, games 
room, swimming pool 
five bedrooms and two 
cottages. The vineyard 
Price £875,000, 
through Knight Frank 
(0171 629 8171). 



In Normandy. around 
£78.U0U will buy a 
stone-built house and 
barn in quarter of an 
acre on the edge of a 
liny village near Pre- 
en-Pail. Water and 
electricity are close. 
The barn and stable is 
one large room with a 
wood partition. There 
is a good slate roof, the- 
atric is floored and 
could make ihrce or 
four bedrooms. Splen- 
did Isolation i00 33 2 
43 03 (19 21 1. 



On the safe side: many in the property business advise against letting buyers in early 

Photograph: Edward Sykes 





For £85,000 comes an 
old stone house in 
Kato Elounda. on 
Crete, in a village used 
as a location for the 
film Shirley Valentine. 
The renovated two- 
bedroom, two-bath- 
room house has a 
sitting room with fire- 
place. courtyard gar- 
den and roof terrace. 
Geraniums tangle over 
the front wall and it is 
a short walk to the 
beach. Crete Properly 
Consultants (0171 
3281829). 
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Tide changes for 
overseas property 




A decade ago, die 
number of UK agents 
y specialising in 'foreign 
x' property was estimated 
y to be more than 2,000. A 
few years — and a market 
, collapse - later, that 
figure was down to a 
j’ handful. Now the 
t number is rising again, 

^ with sellers able to 
^ command good prices. 

. Sieve Emmett offers buyers 
*: * tips on finding the right 
agent and the right 
/ property. 

Quiet as the dawn, a new era has 
crept upon us. Acclimatised to 
hard times, developers and 
agents have been caught with 
iheir trousers firmly fastened 
around their ankles. There is 
n0 w a realisation that, by and 
large, the glut of properties has 
O0 ne; good property in sought- 
.. after locations is beginning to 
' fetch a premium. Property 
- which had been on the market 
• since the early Nineties has 
n ow started to change hands. 
' ' And what is more, while price 
inflation is not what it was 10 
. years ago, prices are again on 
j* the move. 

. To borrow an over-used 
m phrase, the world is getting 


smaller. Thirty years ago the 
British prime minister holi- 
dayed in the Scilly Isles: today 
it is the palm-fringed beaches of 
the Indian Ocearu For the mass- 
es, Benidonn and Fuengirola 
have replaced Brighton and 
Bognor, a kind of gentrification 
or, perhaps more accurately, a 
maturing of tastes across the 
board. 

The result is a rich and di- 
verse market-place, a far cry 
from the early years of chartered 
planeloads of would-be buyers 
beig shipped out to Malaga 
and Mahon every Saturday. In 
short, if you want to acquire a 
home abroad, be it for holidays, 
retirement or investment, there 
is a world to choose from. 

Before commencing your 
search it is worthwhile making 
a few notes to guide you. 

What is the purpose of the 
acquisition? If it is for a week- 
end retreat you are likely to 
reach a different conclusion 
than if you want something for 
six months a year. Similarly, if 
you are a winter-sports fanatic 
you can save vourself the in- 
spection trips to Florida, Those 
may be over-simp lificafions but 
the principle applies generally. 

Do you speak the language 
of your chosen country? If not, 
is it necessary to learn it and. 
perhaps more important, can 
you learn it? If you are on a tight 
budget, what is the cost of 



Very unBritish: 
Las Isla near 
Colunga on 
Spain's Costa 
Verde 


owning and running a proper- 
ty? What is the cost of travel? 
If you are retiring, how does it 
affect your pension"? Health- 
care? The list is almost endless. 

Most national and interna- 
tional newspapers and maga- 
zines cany advertisements from 
agencies and developers with 
property to sell in the most pop- 
ular countries and resorts. Take 
care. As with any trade, there 
arc good and had operators. 
Make sure Lhai you are dealing 


with someone who has experi- 
ence and a track record. Ask to 
speak with past clients. Ideally, 
stick to agencies belonging to a 
recognised pr* ifessii mai or trade 
h.»J\~ - and check that organ- 
isaton «*ui t< m. Time spent now- 
in choosing the riglu agent will 
save you lime, trouble and 
probably money in the long. 

The Federal ii m of Overseas 
Property. Developers. Agents 
and O >nsulidiils t FopJac J is the 
UK's leading trade organ isat ion 


tor those dealing with the sale 
and servicing of property out- 
side the UK. Fopdac member- 
ship has recently increased and 
the range of countries offered 
by member firms is consider- 
able. A list of members, as well 
as legal notes, are available on 
request. The National Associ- 
ation 'il Fsiale Agents, known 
more for UK domestic proper- 
ly. has an international section 
which continues to develop 
icar on year. Again, details of 


members dealing in overseas 
property can be obtained from 
their offices. 

FIABC1 (The International 
Real Estate Federation) is rep- 
resented throughout the world 
by accredited professional bod- 
ies. In the UK il is the Royal In- 
stitution of Chartered Surveyors 
(Rics). It is fair to say that Fop- 
dac and NAEA members are 
mostly involved with residential 
property while F1ABC1 has a 
commercial leaning. 


Whatever your choice - stu- 
dio flat or villa, cottage or cas- 
tle: sun and sea or mountains 
and lakes - the early part of 
1998 has to be a good time to 
buy, especially if you have funds 
in sterling. All forecasts are for 
a strengthening of European 
currencies as interest rate dif- 
ferentials narrow between the 
UK and its EU counterparts. 

It is important to he cautious 
in such a venture: after all, a 
home abroad is more than 


likely to be your single biggest 
investment after your home in 
the UK. Keeping things in per- 
spective allows plenty of room 
for realising that the vast ma- 
jority of people are happy with 
their purchases and get many 
years of enjoyment from them. 
Wherever your search takes 
you, have fun. 

Fopdac 0181 941 5588; NAEA 
01926 496800; FIABCI. 0171 
222 7000 
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When the minimalist’s loft space 
presents a minor problem 



The grand 
scale: Grace 
Green and 
sisters like ' 
to spread " 
themselves 
in the loft. 
Their 
parents ••• 
have 

decided on 
more 

conventional 

living 

Photograph: 
Nicola Kurt 


Acacia Avenue is out and the 
urban loft is in. People with 
children tend to choose the 
former’s neat privets and net 
curtains but can minimalism be 
compatible with children? 
Gnetta Vedrickas pressed the 
intercoms of some riverside 
conversions to find the families 
behind the stylish facades. 


Nicola and Nigel Green live in 1,500 
square feet of a converted Victorian can- 
vas house near Tower Bridge in London. 
Originally used for storing flags and 
marquees, it is now a modem “space” con- 
sisting mostly of one huge room with 
stripped floors, exposed brickwork and 
melal columns. 

The ceiling beams still have signs for 
Wimbledon and Lords, reminding visitors 
of the building's original puipose. You 


might be forgiven for thinking the Greens 
are smart single'types in a designer set- 
ting but the bright plastic toys which Ms 
Green likens to ‘Volcanic lava erupting’' 
give away the apartment's other inhabi- 
tants: Grace, aged five, Florence, two, and 
Millie seven months. 

Open-plan living had always been a 
dream for the Greens, design consultants, 
who moved from their Wimbledon Vic- 
torian terrace when Grace was born. Why 
choose such an unusual property for your 
family home? “Living here with one 
baby was fine and I was told I couldn’t 
have any more,” Ms Green says. 

Three daughters later, is the aspixa- 
tional canvas house child-friendly? “Peo- 
ple walk in and say ‘oh, it must be 
wonderful for children' and it is, but they 
do go a bit mad in this large space. It’s 
hectic but I can watch them while I'm 
coo king," says Ms Green. She thought 
their home was unconventional until, “a 
mum at Grace's school said she couldn’t 
have a party because of their dangerous 


metal staircases and I realised everyone 
in her class probably lives in a place like 
this’'. 

The Greens, however, find their 
home is brilliant for children's parties: 
“We had the whole class, a children’s en- 
tertainer and the parents in another cor- 
ner with no problem.’’ Are they purists 
when it comes to minimalism ? “I am very 
ordered but there’s more storage space 
than in a traditional loft," says Ms 
Green, who has given up trying to stem 
the flow of toys. 

living In a stylish space with children 
can lead to inventive adaptations which 
are not normally part of an architect's 
brief. “The columns are a bit dangerous 
but I've wrapped cushions around so 
they can't crash into them and I’ve 
tied the ladder in the library area 
with rope," Ms Green says. Are there 
particular aspects of life that are 
difficult? “It’s hard getting in and out 
down the stairs with the baby and all our 
shopping is delivered - it’s a bit 


like living in the middle of the country." 

Down-river from the Greens, in a con- 
verted factory, lives a photographer. Af- 
ter 20 years in the States he was attracted 
to loft style living for himself and his two 
children who helped design the shell: 
“Their favourite place to roam was HMS 
Belfast where they liked to pretend they 
were pointing guns at the tourist boats.” 

This pastime resulted in the apart- 
ment’s nautical theme: “There's a ship’s 
ladder up to a galleried sleeping and play 
platform where you sit on deck. Adults 
can’t stand up there and it’s got portholes 
where the kids spy down to where I live 
and work - they love it.” 

When the architect had trouble fit- 
ting the ladders he was dispatched to 
HMS Belfast to “see how the Navy do 
it”. The family loves the u avant garde" 
area but find the dearth of good schools 
a big disadvantage. “There’s a lot of 
money round here but people are un- 
willing to put something back in to the 
community.’’ 


Mark Coulter, negotiator for Chester- 
tons estate agency at Tower Bridge, says 
people tend to sell their warehouses when 
they have children. “It’s like buying a 
sports car- fun when you're young but 
with kids you want something more 
practical" 

Edmund and Rosalie Hall have no 
plans to move from their architect- 
designed space in Highbury. London, 
where they live with two-year-old Lola. 
After trying unsuccessfully to have chil- 
dren for 11 years they sold their “fami- 
ly home" and set about planning “a 
child-free pad". 

“We took out all the walls and made 
one huge space with an open staircase in 
the middle," Mr Hall says. “When we 
found out Rosalie was pregnant it came 
right out of the blue but even then we 
didn't think about redesigning." 

When Lola started crawling, the stairs 
became a problem. “We had the archi- 
tect add stair rails which she wasn't hap- 
py abouL as she thinks the flat's loo 


cluttered." The Halls find lack of priva- 
cy the main disadvantage of open-plan liv- 
ing but are compromising by buying the 
flat below and turning it into bedrooms. 
They do not see themselves heading for 
suburbia. “The space hereis fantastic for 
children," Mr Hall says. 

For the Greens, though, despite all the 
attractions of their lifestyle, it is time to 
move on. Has the lure of Betjeman’s 
“chintzy, chintzy cbeeriness" enticed the 
Greens to sell their canvas house? “We 
are moving to a more traditional house 
wherewe can walk into a garden,” says 
Mrs Green, who has mixed feelings 7 
about leaving. 

The other families in their block have 
also moved. “People tend to bea bit more 
sensible when the children reach school 
age. I love being by the river, where there 
is always something going on. If it were 
just us. we would stay. But we are choos- 
ing a whole new way of life." 

The canvas house is for sale through 
Chestertons (0171 357 7999). 
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How to break into home ownership without raiding the bank 


How do you buy a home 
of your own when the 
only savings you have 
are the contents of 
your piggy bank? 

Felicity Connell goes in 
search of the best deals. 


Despite the recent housing- 
market revival, the 100 per 
cent mortgage, a product of the 
lending frenzy in the late 1980s, 
is harder now to find While they 
are still around, most lenders 
are unwilling to offer a loan for 
the full value of a home, lest 
they find themselves thousands 
of pounds out of pocket in the 
event of another house price 
collapse and defaults by bor- 
rowers. 

If you have barely enough 
money to buy the furniture, 
should you be considering buy- 
ing the house? Some would ar- 
gue that given the length of 
council wailing lists, a shortage 
of private rental accommoda- 
tion and the astronomical rents 
for property available, paying a 
mortgage, even with all the en- 
cumbrances, may seem prefer- 
able. ' 

The most popular way to buy 
a home with very little initial ex- 
pense is to buy new. The larg- 
er house-builders have enough 
financial security and freedom 
to offer substantial incentives to 
tempt buyers. If your piggy 
bank holds £99 you might just 
make it 

Barrett Homes started the 
scheme with a “£250 deposit 
and move in” offer. That has 
just been reduced to £99. part- 
ly to encourage buyers during 
the winter months, traditional- 


ly the quietest time in the hous- 
ing market. Buyers put down a 
reservation fee of £99, move in, 
and then get up to 20 weeks to 
save for their deposit, in month- 
ly amounts based on what the 
mortgage repayments will be. 

After 20 weeks or when the 
deposit is paid, whichever is the 
sooner, buyers start making 
mortgage repayments. In cer- 
tain developments the compa- 
ny will also pay half the deposit, 
matching monthly savings 
pound for pound. 

This is a scheme particular- 
ly suited to those renting a 
property. “It helps break the 
Catch 22 situation of having 
enough monthly income to pay 
for a mortgage but watching it 
disappear in rent,” says Dave 
Simpson, of Barra tt Homes 
North. 

That was the situation fac- 
ing Angela and Jannick Char- 
pentier. They now own a three 
bedroom house in Beckton, 
east London, bought from Bar- 
rett for £97,000, with an initial 
deposit of £250. Within five 
months, with no rent or mort- 
gage to pay, the deposit was 
raised, half from the Charpen- 
tiers, half from Barren. 

“It is hard to save for a de- 
posit when you are paying rent, 
and if it hadn't been for this 
scheme we would have had to 
rent again,” Mrs Charpentier 
says. “With help towards our le- 
gal and survey costs, in all the 
package has saved us about 
£4,000.” 

Beazer Homes is another 
company offering such incen- 
tives on around 250 develop- 
ments across the country, with 
the added bonus of no deposit 
to pay. 



Home-lovin’ gal: Angela Charpentier and husband put down only £250 


A first-time buyer can buy a 
house for an initial £99, the 
company pays the 5 percent de- 
posit and the buyer then takes 
on a 95 per cent mortgage. The 
deposit is only paid back if the 
buyer cancels the deal. In cer- 
tain developments, the compa- 
ny will also pay £500 towards 
legal fees, which should easily 


cover straightforward con- 
veyancing. 

At its Waterside develop- 
ment near Rugby, Beazer is of- 
fering a choice of 5 per cent 
depost paid or free curtains and 
carpets. No contest Raid the lo- 
cal jumble sales for the curtains 
and buy a pair of slippers to 
keep your feet warm on the 


floorboards and move in. 

Both companies stress that 
these deals are not a case of giv- 
ing with one hand and taking 
away with another. Mortgages 
are arranged through the main 
high street leaders at standard 
interest rates. 

The downside of buying 
through any scheme in a new 


development, be it part-ex- 
change, cashbacks, deposit de- 
layed or waived entirely, has 
always been that there is no bar- 
gaining power. The full asking 
price must be paid. 

But in the current climate of 
gazumping and properties be- 
ing snapped up even before con- 
struction, these deals are 


acceptable, as long as an inde- 
pendent valuation agreqs with 
the purchase price. 

if you have neither the mon- 
ey for a deposit, nor sufficient 
income to obtain a mortgage for 
(he full purchase price, a 
rent/buy scheme may be an op- 
tion. Do-it-yourself-shared- 
ownership (Diyso) is operated 
by housing associations, and is 
exactly as it sounds. 

The buyer finds a property, 
arranges a mortgage for his 
share, with the housing associ- 
ation putting up the- rest. The 
buyer's share can be between 25 
per cent and 75 per cent with 
rent paid to the housing asso- 
ciation on the remainder. Grad- 
ually, further shares can be 
bought until the property is 
owned outright. 

The advantage of this 
scheme is that buyers are not 
confined to new housing estates. 
As long as the property is con- 
sidered mortgageable, fit for im- 
mediate occupation and 
structurally sound, any resi- 
dential property on the open 
market and within a certain 
price band can theoretically be 
purchased. And a habitable 
home does not mean a new 
kitchen, fitted carpets and cen- 
tral heating - the basic ameni- 
ties will do. 

Joe and Linda Griffin and 
their two teenage children left 
their run-down council estate 
for a three-bedroora house of 
their choice in a desirable area 
of Enfield, north London. The 
family approached Metropoli- 
tan Housing Association, and 
Mr Griffin, a self-employed 
plasterer, says: “We were told 
we could pay half mortgage/half 
rent fpr any house we wanted 


to buy from the open mark 
so long as it was within our 
H of £71 JXXD. It was amazing 
it was all so easy to unde 
and we were impressed 
how affordable it was. We 
out looking for a house stra 
away." 

Priority is given to coi 
tenants and those on the 
ing lists for both council 
housing associations, as the 



‘It was amazing 
that it was all 
so easy to 
understand 
and we were 
impressed with 
how affordable 
it was* 
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able. 


roainder of the purchase 
is met by local gov 
funding. 

Applicants must be 
cover legal and survey 
but have no need to raise 
posit They simply need to 
that they can sustain mom 
payments. Rent levels on 
□on-owned share are 
controlled, but there is no 
er safety net in sharing 
property with a housing 
ciation. Once yon step o 
housing ladder, you are si 
to all the pitfalls -mortgage 
rises, repossession -.that 
company the delights of 
ownership. 
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Diyso information from 
Housing Corporation, 0171. 
2000. 
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